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12 June, 

15 June, 

2 Sept. 
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. 27 Oct. 
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MEDICAL CHARITIES, IRELAND. 



THIRD ANNUAL REPORT 

OF THE 

COMMISSIONERS OE IRISH POOR LAW, 

UNDER 14 & 15 VICT., Cap. 08. 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY GEORGE WILLIAM FREDERICK, 
EARL OE CARLISLE, K.G., 

lord Lieutenant-General and General Governor of Ireland. 



Dublin, 24 th March, 1855. 

May it please your Excellency, 

1; Ve, tlie Commissioners for administering the Laws 
for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, submit to your Excellency 
this, the Third General Report of our proceedings under the 
Medical Chanties Act. 

2. The following return gives a summary of tho number 
of cases in which relief was afforded, under that Act, in the 
four provinces of Ireland, in the year 1852, from the period 
of the opening pf the respective Dispensaries under the 
Act, to the 30th of September, 1852, (equivalent to about 
one half year’s operation of the Act,) and in the complete 
years ended September 30th, 1853, and September 30th, 
8o4, distinguishing in these two latter years the numbers of 
patients attended at the Dispensaries, and those attended at 
their own Homes 
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Amount of Dispensary Relief afforded. 



Summary of the Number of Case 3 of Medio- 



Period. 


Province of LelvisTer. 

- 


PaoVL-tCE OP Ulster. 




Dispensary 

Tickets. 


Visiting 

Tickets. 


Total. 


Disponsiry 

Tiokets. 


Visiting 

Tickets. 


Total, 


To 3Qth Sept., 1852, (erpiiva- 










■ 


— — 


- 


lent to about one half-year,) 


- 


- 


105,736 


- 


_ 


53 033 




Year ended 30th Sept., 1853, . 


190,103 


48,009 


238,172 


127,745 


40,264 


168 , 1 © 


f 


Year ended 30th Sept., 1054, . 


194,126 


40,363 


243,789 


121,328 


40,079 


161,407 


1 


Total, 

■ 


384,529 


97,432 


587,097 


249,073 


80,313 


423,354 


i 



The amount of relief afforded in each Dispensary District 
m the year ended September 30th, 1854, is recorded in the 
Appendix.* 



3. Tor the year ended 29th September, 1854, the latest 
period to which the half-yearly Accounts have been made 
up, tiie total expense incurred for the maintenance of the 
Dispensaries and for the medical relief afforded by them 
under the Medical Charities Act, amounted to £89 707* 

arising under the following heads 



. .£58, 



Rent of Dispensary Buildings, 

Salaries of Medical Officers, 

,, Apothecaries, . 

>, Midwives, . ’ 

Cost of Medicines and Medical Appliances , 1 
All other Expenses, . . * 



8,527) 
1,720 l 



. £6,694 

. (10,388 

. 15,397 
. 7,22S 



Total, . . £811,707 

! fol ? owin S table exhibits the Poor Law Valuation, 

fnr+TI 86 1U °j rl j e n 111 the maint enaiice of the Dispensaries 
n ^ September 29th > J 854, and the average 
pnrh r< 7 qmred to produce the respective amounts, for 
each of the four provinces, and for the whole of Ireland:- 



Provinces, 


Poor Law Valuation 
on 29th Soptomhor, 
1834. 


Medical Charities 
Expenditure, for Year 
ended 29th Sojitomber, 
1854. 


Poundage 

on 

Valuation. 


Leinster, 

Ulster, 

Connaught, 

Munster, . * 

Total, Ireland, 

— 


£ 

4,036, S40 
3,235,130 
1,063,840 
3,106,257 


£ 

2S,7C1 

24,366 

11,351 

25,229 


d. 

1- 71 
7-81 

2- 56 
1-95 


11,442,087 


89,707 


1*88 



* Appendix B, Table No. a. 



1 

I 

i 
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Expenses of Dispensary Relief. xiii 



Earn? afforded under the Medical Charities Act. 



j puotKCE of Connaught. 


Province ok Mcwhtbr. 


Total for Ireland. 


PispCBMlJ 

Ti *kets. 


Visiting 

Tickets. 


Total. 


Dispensary 

Tickets. 


Visiting 

Tickets. 


Total. 


Dispensary 

Tickets. 


Visiting 

Tickets. 


Total. 






28,600 


_ 


_ 


83,384 






311,666 


Ci, 650 


10,000 


77, SUB 


172,495 


34,147 


200,642 


557,033 


133,378 


690,411 


63,128 


12,135 


C0,2G7 


173,443 


36,119 


20.0,502 


557,325 


137,700 


695,025 

E 


lsi.aia 


23,037 


106,463 


345,930 


70,266 


499,588 


1,114,353 


271,078 


1,697,102 



5. The detail of the expenses incurred for the year, for 
each Union and each Dispensary District, will he found in 
the Appendix ,* under the heads of Medicines and Medical 
Appliances; Rent of Dispensary Buildings; Books, Forms, Sta- 
tionery, Printing, and Advertising ; Salaries of Officers ; Fuel, 
Attendance, and Incidental Expenses not included under tho 
foregoing heads. Notwithstanding a diminution of expiense 
for the last, as compared with tho preceding year, amounting 
to upwards of £750, under the two heads of Medicines and 
Medical Appliances, and of Incidental Expenses or expenses 
not otherwise specified, tho total expense of this year oxcecds 
that of the former by £1,2(19. This result is accounted for, 
almost entirely, by the increase of tho salaries of Medical 
Officers, which began soon after the first arrangements under 
the Medical Charities Act took effect. The advance in ques- 
tion in the salaries of Medical Officers has been, in the great 
majority of cases, brought about by the voluntary action of 
the Committees of Management of the Dispensary Districts 
and the Boards of Guardians. 

6. Since the first declaration of the Dispensary Districts, 
under the Medical Charities Act, in the beginning of 1852, 
some inconsiderable changes have been made in their original 
organization. The most important of these have been the 
increase in the number of Dispensary Districts in a Union 
by one, in two instances ; the diminution of the number by 
one, in five instances ; tho appointment of an additional Me- 
dical Officer, or of an Apothecary, in a few districts ; and in 
a small number of instances, the appointment of a Midwife to 
take charge of cases of natural labour. A full statement of 
he alterations which had been made at the date of the last 

nnual Medical Charities Report was given in the Appendix 

* Appendix B, Table No. 2. 
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XIV 



Vaccination. 



to that Report* ; and the detail of the alteration* 
effected will bo found in the Appendix to this Report'd ^ 

7. Wo regret to find ourselves under the necessity of and,, 
reporting unfavourably of the progress of Vaccination 
is the only particular of imnortanee in which the nmJ® 
of tho Medical Charities Act has not been satisfactoryand sIT 
cessful. We have steadily persevered in can-yin * out tin 
measures for extending Vaccination, mentioned in the ei°M 
paragraph of the last Medical Charities Report, the only L 
sures which the present state of the law enables us to Mont- 
yet, m some rural Dispensary Districts, it can hardly be 4i 
tiiat V accmation is performed at all ; and in many, the number 




------- - 0 — -•/- -“v pcviiiaous prejudice 

ot the lower classes m favour of Inoculation for small-nox 
one consequence of which is an alliance between them and 
the itinerant inoculators, which renders tho detection and 
prosecution to conviction of tho latter a matter of great 
difficulty or impossibility, notwithstanding the best efforts of 
the Constabulary. We still feel that we have not, in the pro- 
sent state of the law, tho means of successfully contendin'- 
with the prejudice in question; and, without legislative 
interference, we see little prospect of improvement in this 
respect, except such as the slow influence of education is sure 
to bring about, unless the better informed classes, and more 
especially the clergy of different denominations, could be in- 
duced zealously to exert themselves to enlighten the opinion 
ot the less informed, on the subject of the evils of Inoculation 
tor small-pox and the benefits of Vaccination. 



8. In the concluding paragraph of our last Medical Chari- 
ties Report, we gave an account of tho steps we had taken, 
as the Commissioners authorized under the 1 9th section of 
tlie Medical Charities Act, to execute in Ireland the powers 
and purposes ot the Nuisances Removal and Diseases Preven- 
lon Acts, ior the purpose of preventing, as far as possible, or 
mi igatiiig Cholera ; and on its becoming’ epidemic in any 
mon, providing for the treatment of persons labouring under 
me disease or its premonitory symptoms. 

. '* lt ' 1 r °spect to the enforcement of measures of sanitary 

unpiovement, we had addressed a circular, so far hack as 
c ober, 1 V>2, to the Boards of Guardians, for the purpose 
o impressing upon them the importance of attention to this 
su ject. Ihe danger, however, was then remote, and com- 
pai a ively little was effected in the way of sanitary improve- 

* Second Amrual Ke P°rt. 1854, App. B, No. l. t Appendix B, No. 1. 
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Cliolera, — 1853 , 1854 . 



XT 

meat, till the Autumn of the following year, when the 
salutary alarm occasioned by the violent outbreak of Cholera 
at Kewcastle-on-Tync, caused the same circular, which wo 
re-issued on the 15th of September, 1853, to he received 
in a very different spirit; and wo have the satisfaction of 
beiW able to say, that from that time till now, the Boards of 
Guardians and Sanitary Committees have, with few ex- 
ceptions, exhibited an earnest desire to act with energy 
for the removal or abatement of nuisances in their respec- 
tive Districts. The Town Councils have generally undertaken 
this duty in the corporate towns and cities of Ireland, and 
ivith the aid of the Constabulary, and acting under the 
authority derived from the Order in Council, and the provi- 
sions of the Nuisances Removal and Diseases Prevention 
Acts, have exercised great activity in the discharge of this 
important duty. Wo can confidently assert, that within this 
period, an amount of sanitary improvement has been effected 
in this country, nothing remotely approaching to which lias 
been ever, on any previous occasion, reached in a similar 
period. 

10. In our last Report, dated (ifch February, 1 854, wo stated 
that up to that date, Cholera had appeared in an epidemic 
form in the Cork Union only. It had been introduced into 
Belfast and Cork, on the 5th and 7 th of November, 1853, by 
two emigrant vessels, the (Juiiiiiir/ Star and the Komtth, on 
hoard of which the disease had broken out with violence. In 
Belfast, the patients from the Guiding Mar, 2(» in number, 
and such of their friends as were permitted to land, wore kept 
in a separate part of the Fever Hospital of the Workhouse, 
till all appearance of Cholera was gone. No spread of tho 
disease took place in the Workhouse or Town of Belfast. 
At Cork, the passengers on board the Kossuth, except those 
actually labouring under Cholera, were allowed to land at 
Queenstown and Cork ; and soon after, the disease declared 
itself in both towns. A small number of scattered cases of 
Cholera were reported from a few other places in the end of 
1833 and the beginning of 1854, tho last case occurring on 
tho 22nd January, 1854 : and it then became for a short time 
extinct in Ireland. 

11. Tho revival of Cholera commenced by an apparently 
spontaneous outbreak, on the 2nd of February, 1854, at 
Limerick, and the disease has since declared itself in a large 
number of distinct localities. In a small number of these places 
(Limerick, Belfast, and Dublin), the disease seemed to spread 
from them, as centres, to a considerable extent around. 
In a much larger number of places, where the first cases 
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xti Cholera: — Dispensary Organization. 

appeared to arise spontaneously, tlie epidemic spread W 
little or not at all around. To this category belong Lon 
donderry, Coleraine, Carrickmacross, Enniskillen, Castlebar 
Mullingar, Westport, and some other towns, with a small 
number of rural Dispensary Districts. The same thine 
observable at Cork in the first outbreak, iu 1853. 

12. In each of the cases where the spread of the disease 
was extensive, two remarkable facts were to be observed In 
none of them was the spread uniform from centre to cir- 
cumference. On the contrary, the disease showed a manifest 
predilection for some particular directions. Thus, at Limerick 
it spread principally to the south, south-east, and south- 
west ; at Belfast, principally to the north-west, east, and 
south-west ; and at Dublin, principally to the south, west 
and north-west. Secondly, in no case was the spread of the 
disease in any direction uniform in its advance, like a tide 
Numerous instances occurred in which a certain district 
around any of the centres being occupied by the Epidemic, 
its next advance took place, by a leap, to a town, village, or 
farm-house, many miles distant from the circumference’ of 
such district ; less remote localities becoming involved in 
■its spread some days or weeks subsequently. These facte 
were so marked and constant, that no theory to account for 
the propagation of the disease can be sound which does not 
harmonize with them. 

. 13. We are happy to be able to state that the present 
visitation of Asiatic Cholera in Ireland, compared with the 
previous epidemics, has been so far, upon the whole, re- 
markably mild. The disease has spread over a considerable 
extent of the country, and lias been in existence for nearly 
fifteen months; yet the total mortality does not probably 
exceed that of London, for the fortnight ended 16th Septem- 
ber, 1854, when the mortality from Cholera in the late out- 
break of the disease in the Metropolis attained its maximum, 
and in which period, according to the Registrar-General's 
Returns, the number of deaths from Cholera, in London, was 
3,599. We will not undertake to conjecture how much of 
this result may be attributable to diminished intensity in 
the still occult causes essential to the existence of the disease; 
but we cannot doubt that much may justly be attributed to 
the promptitude with which it was met, through the Dis- 
pensary organization which it was in our power to apply to 
its treatment, and to the very large amount of sanitary 
improvement which has been effected through the country 
between the time when the near approach of Cholera alarmed 
the Boards of Guardians and the present moment. 
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14 The following account of our proceedings on being 
made aware of the appearance of Cholera in any Dispensary 
District, will render intelligible tlio use to which wo put the 
organization just referred to, exhibit its advantages, and sliow 
the steps we took with a view to secure promptitude of treat- 

11,L 15. Immediately, with very few exceptions, on learning t-lio 
occurrence of a well-marked case of Asiatic Cholera in any 
Dispensary District, the Medical Officer of that District, in 
accordance with the instructions contained in a Circular of the 
3rd of January, 1 854,* to BispensaryMedical Officers, addressed 
to ns a letter making us acquainted with the symptoms, treat- 
ment, and, if the case had terminated, the result of the case. 
This information we forthwith communicated to tlio Board 
of Guardians of the Union, and to the Committee of Manage- 
ment of the Dispensary District in which the case had oc- 
curred; and at the same time, wo directed one of our Medical 
Inspectors to proceed to the locality to collect all ascertain- 
able particulars respecting the probable origin of tire disease 
in the reported case, and as to the spread or otherwise of 
Cholera in the district ; to inquire as to the sanitary con- 
dition of the neighbourhood, and the manner in which the 
provisions of the Nuisances Removal and Diseases Prevention 
Acts already in force had been carried out; and to report to 
us on all these matters. In all cases in which the statements 
of the Inspector’s Report showed that it was advisable to do 

* A copy of this Circular was given in the Appendix to the Second 
Annual Report as follows 

“Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin , 

“ 3 rcl January, 18, '54. 

" Sib, 

“The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
m Ireland have now positive indications of the existence of Cholera ns an 
epidemic in Ireland. The disease, so far as the Commissioners are informed, 
is at present limited to the City of Cork and the immediate neighbourhood. 

“In the event of any case of Asiatic Cholera arising in your District, 
the Commissioners request that you will at once communicate the particu- 
lars of the case in a Report directly addressed to them. 

“In addition to the symptoms of the case and the result of the treatment, 
me Commissioners are desirous of being informed, with respect to the cases 
first appearing in any District, whether the persons affected, or any of those 
with whom they have lived or associated, have, within any short time 
previously, been out of the District, and if so, in what particular localities, 
whether in Ireland or elsewhere; and. they request that you will he good 
enough to add any other facts which may appear to you material in tracing 
a f 2 0n ^™ 011 between the case and any other case of Cholera, or any locality 
“.y that disease; or which would, on the other hand, tend to show- 
mat the disease had arisen without any such connexion. 

“By Order of the Commissioners, 

11 T° each Medical Officer of a “W. Stanley 1 , Secretary. 

‘ * dispensary District. " 

In October, about the time of the outbreak in London, a further Circular 
tnnJf 311 ^ ^ s Pensary Officers and the Medical Officers of Work- 
houses : see Appendix A, Ws. 9, 10. 

b 
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so, we addressed the Guardians on the sanitary measur- 
requinng enforcement ; and as soon as we were satisfied tint 
the disease was likely to become epidemic in the district 
we issued an Order for the treatment of Cholera ami 
Diarrhoea, fhe issue of the Order brought into operation 
all those provisions of the Nuisances Removal and Disease ■ 
Pievention Acts, which provide lor the treatment of tip 
epidemic, as well as our regulations for that purpose framed 
under the authority of those Acts. At the same time tint 
we issued the Cholera Order to any Union, we sent letters 
of instructions to the Dispensary Committee and Medical 
Officers of those Districts which were to lie affected by t>’« 
Order. * • 



. 1C * Under the Medical Charities Act, medical relief to the 
sick poor can bo given only on the presentation of a ticket 
signed by a member of the Committee of Management of a 
Dispensary District, a Harden, or a Relieving Officer* but 
the frequently sudden attack and rapid course of Asiatic 
Cnolera, manifestly render this mode of relief altoo-ether 
inapplicable in the treatment of tin’s disease, because of the 
delay necessarily attendant on the procuring of a ticket; and 
we were, therefore, under the necessity of having recourse, 
for tins purpose, to the provisions of the Nuisances Removal 
and Diseases Prevention Acts. Availing ourselves, accord- 
“gty, under these, of the existing organization- of the Dis- 
pensaries, we constituted, by the issue of the Cholera Order 
to any Union, any Dispensary District in it in which the 
disease actually existed, a district for the treatment of Cho- 
lera and its premonitory symptoms; the Committee of Manage- 
ment ot such District, a sanitary committee, whose duty if 
should be to aid the Hoard of Guardians in the execution of 
the directions and regulations, and in the energetic enforee- 
ment of sanitary measures within their District ; and the 
Medical Officer of the Dispensary, the Medical Officer for 
tlio treatment of Cholera and Diarrhoea, on application by 
any person, without the presentation of a ticket or recom- 
mendation of any kind. 

IT. In this manner, sufficient provision was made for the 
treatment ot patients in the commencement of the epidemic, 
and while (die cases were still few; and the provisions, which 
had been recently rendered available by the Order in Council 
of the Nuisances, Removal and Diseases Prevention Acts, 
together with the directions and regulations, gave ample 
powers to. the Hoards of Guardians to provide hospital ac- 
commodation,. wherever necessary, and to make additional 
medical appointments, in proportion with the spread and 
increasing severity of the epidemic. 

i,lu ^ otters of Instructions, in Second Annual Report, 
JSo4, App. A, Itos. 27-31. 
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IS Thus was provided, in every district in which Cholera 
bad become epidemic, the easy means of procuring prompt 
nodical treatment by any person suffering under Cholera or its 
premonitory symptoms, and who was willing to avail himself 
of those means. We have, likewise, willingly sanctioned the 
adoption of house-to-liousc visitation where it was proposed 
lii-the Boards of Guardians, and, in some instances, have 
pressed it upon them, where they were indisposed to adopt 
it themselves. 

19. When Cholera made its appearance in any of the 
Workhouses, a course of action was suggested by us, which 
to attended, as wo believe, with great success. A ward was 
set apart on each side of the house for the reception and 
treatment of cases of Diarrhoea; a vigilant watch was kept 
op. to ascertain the existence of the earliest symptoms of a 
suspicious nature, and, immediately on their occurrence, the 
patient ivas sent to the appropriated ward, at once placed 
ia bed, warmly covered up, and submitted to the proper 
treatment. 

20. From the experience obtained in the North and South 
Dublin and other Workhouses, it would appear that prompt 
treatment of Diarrhoea, in the manner above described, — that 
is to say. in a Diarrhoea Ward, as distinguished from a 
Cholera Ward, — affords the best security for the suppression 
of Cholera, on its outbreak in any public institution. In the 
Dispensary Districts and Cholera Hospitals, upwards of 38,000 
oases of Diarrhoea have been treated i n the course of last year, 
while the total number of true Cholera cases did not exceed 
■5.510. It is impossible even to conjecture wluit proportion of 
this very large number of cases of Diarrlnra would have run on 
to Cholera, if prompt treatment had not arrested the former 
disease ; but, considering the powerfully predisposing influ- 
ence of a cause which so speedily reduces the vital powers as 
Diarrhoea, and the frequency with which we find it constituting 
the first stage of Cholera itself, there are no reasonable grounds 
to doubt, that, in a large number of these eases, prompt treat- 
seat did indeed prevent the existence of Cholera, or suppress 
i: immediately after its commencement. 

21. Under these arrangements, we have found that the 
treatment of Cholera, in the present visitation, has been 
hitherto conducted in a satisfactory manner ; and that, except 
ia two or three instances, where the disease burst with 
extraordinary suddenness and extreme mortality in a single 
‘louse, or locality of narrow bounds, nothing like panic has 
ueen produced. We cannot, we think, more strikingly illus- 
tla 6 l * le advantages that have flowed from the arrangements 

b 2 
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in question, than by quoting the description given bvt.lm w 
General Board of Health, in a notification published m, tt 
_17th of last April, of the evils that resulted in certain 
in England from the absence of some such organization P TV 
Board observes .—-While it is satisfactory to Sate thataj, 
and growing number of local authorities now manifest 1 

„ nest d ®. su ' e j° calT y effect every practicable means 
of prevention, there are some who show the same reluctance 
as formerly to admit the plainest facts evidencing the no l 
approach of an outbreak. Instead of preparing to m e 
£ p.\ e c | an & er > they shut their eyes against it. Cases of 
„ " ia ™ 10 ea occurring in unusual intensity, in unusual imm 
„ b . ers ; aild at an unusual season, they regard as of no real 
„ 81 8™ ficanc ®- Successive deaths, with the symptoms of 
' malignant Cholera, they call deaths from English Cholera 
“ as d changing the name altered the evil. They suppress’ 

‘ 'f far and as long as possible, the knowledge of all local 
^ forewarnings, whence a false security is maintained, which 
• on the outbreak of the pestilence, gives place to panic. On 
the arrival of one of the Board’s Medical Inspectors, who 
; under such circumstances, is usually sent for, he finds 
, U 1U0U Medical Officers distracted with the sudden 
■ demands made upon them, —demands greater than they 
<( could possibly satisfy were they to devote day and niriit 
“ to the service, which, indeed, many of them do, to the 
“ peril, and some to the loss, of their own lives. Thus occu- 
u t? 1 . Wlt u 'hue treatment of cases, they are wholly unable to 
" ofeviso, organize, and superintend measures for preventing 
<i tile spread of the pestilence among the population as yet 
uuattacked. Additional medical assistance has now to 
be sought from a distance ; properly qualified house-to- 
, ous . e ’ Plsl hors, to perform the service of bringing the pre- 
« or y cases under immediate treatment, are to he 
^obtained; bouses of refuge are to be procured; Dispen- 
„ sal * es are ho be opened ; in short, the whole preventive 
„ s y s hcm has to be organized: and before these arrangements 
c . an be m ade, which ought to have been completed before a 
« ^ ° aSe °* ^ 16 d * sease occurred, the pestilence is at its 



2p. In the performance of the duty we bad imposed on 
ourselves, as explained in paragraph 15, of placing the Guar- 
dians and Committees of Management in immediate action, 
on the first appearance of Cholera in their respective districts, 
we found ourselves occupying a position of peculiar- advan- 
age tor observing the manner in which the propagation of 
tne disease takes place. It is obvious, that it is by the close 
observation of the facts connected with the first cases oc- 
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Reports of Cholera Cases. 

in localities previously free from the epidemic influ- 
!! e that the best evidence may bo obtained to throw light 
on the obscure and disputed questions of this subject, the prac- 
tical bearings of which are of very great importance. When 
on the other hand, the disease has established itself in any 
dace the evidence afforded by now cases, for tlie solution 
of these questions, becomes obscured and doubtful. 

•13 The information on this subject wc have been able to 
collect in a single visitation, which has not yet reached a great 
part of Ireland, is, of course, limited in amount; but we believe 
that we have availed ourselves of our peculiar advantages for 
the observation of this class of cases in sucli a manner, as to 
enable us to contribute many facts that may be fairly, because 
of their authenticity, and the clear language of tlieir evidence, 
considered as possessing considerable weight for the deter- 
mination of the questions referred to. 

24 . I11 the spread of Cholera in the present epidemic in 
Ireland, we have observed among the first instances of the 
disease in new localities, three classes of cases : — 

i. To the first belong cases of tho following description. 
The inhabitant of a locality where there lias previously been 
no evidence whatever of the existence of epidemic influence, 
ia the prevalence of Diarrhoea or other premonitory symptom 
of Cholera, (who has not been absent from liis homo for a 
length of time, and who, so far as can be ascertained, has 
not been in contact with any person who might bo sus- 
pected of having conveyed infection), is suddenly struck 
down by unmistakable Asiatic Cholera. Cases of this class 
exclude the idea of contagion, so far as the information 
extends. 

ii. To the second class belong cases where persons, who 
have resided for a greater or less length of time in a place 
where Cholera at the time prevailed, proceed to a locality as 
yet unaffected, in apparent health ; and within a few days of 
the date of departure from the former residence, fall ill of 
Cholera, which, on the death or recovery of the patient, 
becomes extinct in the new locality. Such cases cannot be 
altogether free from suspicion of having had their origin in 
contagion ; hut their existence is perfectly compatible with 
an entire absence iu the disease of a power to propagate 
itself by contagion. The case may be precisely similar, in 
this respect, to one of no uncommon occurrence in Ireland, 
it) which a labourer, the inhabitant of a district in this country 
where ague is unknown, goes, in Spring, to seek employment 
in England, spends some weeks among the fens of Lincoln- 
shire, and after the malarious poison lias taken hold of him, 
returns to his home, where, perhaps several months after his 
return, he falls ill of ague. The feyer, however, never spreads 
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among the attendants or neighbours of the patient ami i, 
is .not- suspected of being communicable b/contagion ^ “ 
111 . Ibe tlnrd class includes cases in which m 
recently arrived in a locality, perfectly free up to thlt t?” 8 
from all evidence of the existence of the epidemic j, fit 1 e 
from a place in which Cholera was then prevalent take fT 
lera ; and, immediately after, the attendLits pS nsL t 
same house, or neighbours who frequented this house rh.i 
tl,e course of ’the disecse, ore Ihem’selve, s«od “dfe 
Thespiead of the disease consequent upon the occurrence - 
coses of this kind, is osplicblo oh, on L su„oS» “ 
that Cholera is occasionally propagated by contakoir or 
secondly, that the imported case gave birth in some wav to 
the epidemic influence m the now locality; or, lastly iki 
that influence became active, quite independently of the in - 
ported case, and that the approximation in time between the 
commencement of the activity of the influence and the occur 
rence of the case was a purely accidental coincidence. 



25. In the history of the commencement of the present epi- 
demc in Dublin and its immediate vicinity, well-marked cases 
0t ocJ i C aSS n S aboyG “entioned liave been recorded. 

i ,”' s . 011 Sunday, November 5, 1853, six cases of well- 
marked Asiatic Cholera occurred in the North CityDispensaw 
District, at Grangegorman, D ublin. Five of them were fatal' 
four in periods of ten, eleven, thirty, and thirty-one hours 
respectively. AH the patients lived close to one another: 
ancl_ though the locality where they resided is open, the ' 
hygienic conditions of their habitations were extremely bad. 
In their immediate vicinity there was a very large collec- 
tion, in a yard, of street-manure and night-soil, coUected by 
cai s lom the lanes and alleys of the neighbouring parts of 
, , ie oilier case of the disease occurred at this time. 

It did not become epidemic in Dublin for more than ten 
months after. The Eegisters of the Dublin Dispensaries 
pioved the absence of tendency amongst the poor to diarrhoa, 
oi otner affection of the bowels. There was not the smallest 
evidence to support the suspicion that any of these cases bad 
een m contact with any one who had recently arrived froma 
quarter m England, or elsewhere, in which Cholera then 
existed. 

27. The first case of Cholera that occurred in the Dis- 
pensaiy District of Clondalkin, a village about three miles 
south-west of Dublin, affords an example of the second class 
or cases. John Kelly was attacked on September 19th, and 
died, alter about eighteen hours’ illness. He had come two 
days before from Cardiff’s Bridge, near Finglas, where 
Lmolera was then severely epidemic. Very few cases of the 
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di'ease have since occurred in tlie District, and none are 
suspected of having had any connexion with that of Kelly. 

1 considerable number of cases ot tins class will bo found 
recorded in the Appendix,: in the letters of Medical Officers 

and reports of Medical Inspectors. _ . 

28. The following account ot the outbreak ot Cholera 
in the present epidemic in Finglas, about a mile and a-half 
north-west of Dublin ; in Kingstown, about eight miles south- 
east of Dublin ; and in Kill-of-the-Grange, a small village 
about a mile south-west from Kingstown, presents three well 
authenticated instances of the third class of cases. 

29. On the 12th of August last, there was not an epidemic 
case of Cholera in Ireland south of Lisburn, about seven 
miles south-west of. Belfast, and about ninety north of Dub- 
lin. On the 11th of August, James lleilly, who had been 
employed in laying down the wires of the Electric Telegraph 
between Dublin and Belfast, and after the completion of his 
work had remained about a fortnight in Belfast, where 
Cholera was then rather severely epidemic, arrived in Dublin 
by steam-boat. He proceeded the same day to Finglas, 
and took lodging in the house of a woman named Lawless. 
On the 13th, he was seized with Cholera. The infant son of 
Mrs. Lawless took the disease on the Kith. On the evening 



of the same day, a sister of the last patient, four or Jive 
years old, was affected with symptoms little differing from 
those of Asiatic Cholera, and died on the 21st. The next 
case occurred in the same house, in the person of the wife of 
Reilly. On the 29th, a case of pure Asiatic Cholera occurred 
in another part of the village. Ellen Grey took the disease 
at four o’clock, a.m., and died at twelve o’clock, noon, of tho 
same day. A sister of this patient, and living in the same 
cottage, had been seized on tho 18th of August, with similar 
symptoms, and died, probably of Cholera, in loss than twelvo 
hours’ illness. The disease now spread through tire village, 
and soon became so alarmingly severe, that many of the 
inhabitants fled, from dread of tho pestilence. One of the 
fugitives, Mary Johnson, left Finglas late on tho night of 
September lfith, and arrived at the house of her brother-in- 
law, Peter Byrne, in Kill-of-thc- Grange, a very small village, 
eight or nine miles in a south-westerly direction from Dublin, 
at one o’clock, a.m., of the 17th. At this time there was not 
an ascertained case of Cholera in Dublin, or its vicinity, ex- 
cept at Finglas. On tho next day, Mary Johnson fell ill of 
Cholera, and died, after thirty-two hours’ illness. In tho 
same house, Peter Byrne, nephew of Mary Johnson, and 
about six years of age, took the disease on the 20tli Septem- 
ber, and died in twenty-five hours. Immediately the epi- 
demic spread with virulence through the village. In the 
house immediately adjoining Byrne’s, resided the family of a 
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man named Moore, seven in number. Between the <n 
and 28th of September, this entire family was sweat iff 
Peter Byrne, in whose house Mary Johnson had tab™ 
had died of Cholera, alarmed by her death and his ehikh? 
would not return to the house after the interment of tl 
latter but took refuge in a lodging-house, kept by a 1)P1 
named Cowell, at Kingstown, where, as yet, no case 3 of Asiatic 
Cholera had appeared. About thirty-six hours after his ani 
val at Cowell’s house, this man was seized with all the svmo' 
toms of malignant Cholera, and died, after about ten houn" 
illness. T wo days after, the first indigenous case in Kim,, 
town occurred. Francis Cowell, aged eight years, son oftho 
lodging-house keeper, and residing in the house where Brae 
died, took Cholera, and died, after about thirteen hours’ ill 
ness; and on the fourth day after, a sister of the last patient 
lvas affected with symptoms of Cholera, from which, how- 
ever, she recovered. The disease in a short time after be 
came epidemic in Kingstown. There will he found recorded 
m the Appendix upwards of twenty other distinct and well- 
authenticated cases, similar to those just mentioned as bavin® 
occurred at Finglas, Kill-of-the-Grange, and Kingstown, and 
giving the same evidence of the contagions nature of Asiatic 
Cholera. Those cases are described in the reports desw- 
uated by Nos. 1, 2; 14, 15; 51; 54; 55, 56; 65; TO, 71° 
j3; 82; 86; 90; 101; 103; 112; 115; 120; 126; 206’' 
•Three similar cases have been reported since the Appendix 
was put in type. 



30. On the 2 1st of September, the first case of the existing 
epidemic visitation of Cholera took place in Dublin For 
some months previously, the state of the health of the poor 
m Dublin had been particularly good, except that, imme- 
uiately before the commencement of the epidemic, there 
was found to be an inconsiderable increase of bowel com- 
plaints, on comparison with the same season in 1853. There 
caii be no doubt that some of the fugitives from Finglas took 
shelter m the crowded streets and lanes in the poorest and 
clntiest parts of the city, in which the disease has hitherto 
almost exclusively prevailed; but, in no case, have we been 
able to detect a link of connexion with an inhabitant of 
h lngias. Still the broad fact remains, that after the disease 
had broken out with violence in a village near Dublin on the 
noi th, and had been conveyed across it by traced cases to 
two villages (Clondalkin and Kill-of-the-Grange) on the 
south, and that, with a high degree of probability, fugitives 
lom the infected locality had taken shelter in it, the epidemic 
forthwith declared itself in the city. 

* In Appendix A, No. III. 
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,, Soon after, an outbreak of Cholera (very alarming 
for ‘i short time, on account of the rapid increase in the 
liber of cases and great mortality of the disease) took 
ijliee in the North Dublin Union Workhouse, borne cir- 
umstances respecting this outbreak are worthy of mention. 
It was at first considered and represented as aflordmg a 
strikin 0 ' example of the spontaneous origin of the disease, 
ind one free from all suspicion of having been imported 
into the Institution from without. The following facts, 
however, were ascertained, on inquiry, by our Inspector, Mr. 
Crawford, and will be found more in detail in his Report in 
the Appendix* The day before the first cases of Cholera 
occurred in the Workhouse, a person presented himself to 
the porter at the Workhouse gate, with a certificate that he 
was labouring under severe Diarrhoea. The porter called the 
attention of Dr. Monahan, one of the Medical Officers of the 
fork-house, to the case. On examining the patient. Dr. 
Monahan advised him to go immediately to the Cholera 
Hospital; but the man declared ho would rather die in the 
street than do so. A few minutes after, Dr. Kirkpatrick, 
another of the Medical Officers of the Workhouse, came up. 
He examined the man, gavo the same advice, and received 
the same reply. In flue, the man was admitted into one of 
theHospital Wards of the Workhouse. About an hour after, 
I)r. Kirkpatrick visited him again, and, finding him getting 
worse, gave directions to have him removed from the Work- 
house to the Cholera Hospital, which was done two hours 
after. On the following day the first cases of Cholera 
occurred in the Workhouse. 



32. It is not our intention to assort, that the comparatively 
small number of cases in which we have attentively observed 
the origin of Cholera in the present epidemic in Ireland, and 
which will bo found recorded in the Appendix, would suffice 
for a safe foundation whereon to build a theory respecting 
the mode of origin and propagation of the disease ; but we 
think they supply a highly valuable contribution to the mass 
of facts from which, at some future time, by careful analysis 
and philosophically cautious induction, a just conclusion may 
he deduced, respecting a question of great practical impor- 
tance. The observations we have collected tend to establish 
the following conclusions : — 

i. When the unknown influence on which epidemic 
Cholera depends has reached any country, cases of appa- 
rently spontaneous origin — that is, cases which cannot be 
traced to connexion with any other case — are of frequent 
occurrence. 

* Appendix A, No. Ill, 44 , (page 91.) 
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ii. Cholera occasionally spreads by communication 
individual to individual. 

iii. The force of the contagious property of Cholera ■« 

compared with Typhus Fever, Scarlatina, and other diseases 
which possess this property in a high degree, is feeble awl 
may be certainly mitigated or counteracted by the adoption 
of sanitary measures. 1 

iv. Both modes of origin, and the spread of the disease 
when it has arisen, are favoured by all causes which lower 
the vital powers, and in an especial manner hy those that 
poison the atmosphere habitually breathed, such as crowdin'- 
of habitations, neglect of ventilation, and the contamination 
of the air breathed, by the deleterious emanations from 
animal and vegetable substances in a state of decomposi- 
tion, &c. 

33. We have adduced cases in support of the two former 
conclusions already. We will quote one case which supports 
most of the inferences of the two latter conclusions. On the 
8th of December, 1854, the first case, in the present epi- 
demic, appeared in one of the Dispensary Districts of the 
Coleraine Union. The disease broke out in the families of two 
brothers, named M'Cormaek, whose houses were about a 
mile apart. Charl es M'Cormaek, the subject of the first case, 
became ill on the 8th, and died on the lOtli December. 
The second case was that of a daughter of this man. & 
other case had occurred in this family, which consisted of 
ten persons, up to the 24th of December. Tlie third fatal case 
was that of Henry M'Cormaek, brother of Charles. He had 
been at his brother’s house during his illness, and attended 
bis funeral. After suffering from Diarrhoea for two or three 
days, he took Cholera on December 12th. Of eight member! 
of Henry M'Cormack’s family, four died, three had Diarr- 
hoea and recovered, and one only remained unaffected on 
December 24th. Charles M‘Corm«lek’s family were in tole- 
rably comfortable circumstances; their residence was in an 
airy situation, and of average cleanliness. Henry M'Cormaek 
was very poor; his dwelling was very wretched and ray 
filthy, and had a large cesspool closely adjoining it. Nume- 
rous similar instances justify the belief that the difference 
in the sanitary conditions under which these families lived 
satisfactorily explains the extreme difference in the virulence 
of the disease in the two houses. 

34. Abundant evidence will bo found in the Appendix in 
support of the third conclusion, in the numerous instances in 
which the disease introduced into a family does not spread. 
The comparative infrequency of the occurrence of the disease, 
which was everywhere to be observed, among the Medical 
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ittpndants, nurses, and other persons constantly employed 
about the sick, is strongly corroborative of this opinion. 

or In general, the disease, as it has presented itself hero 
in tie existing epidemic, has faithfully retained nearly all the 
ilhtiiuruishing characters which have marked it in tho other 
countoes of Europe. Wo have been struck hy two excep- 
tions to this general assertion ; one relating to the predilec- 
tion which it has been supposed to exhibit, in its spread, 
fir the banks of rivers, often confining itself in its progress, 
in a great measure, to these and their immediate neighbour- 
hood It is notorious that it has shown such an apparent 
predilection in its propagation along the course of the Ganges 
and Jumna, the Euphrates and Tigris, the Volga and Don, 
and the St. Lawrence and Mississippi. But the spread ot 
Cholera in Ireland, on the present occasion, lias been such 
as to be distinctly contradictory to tho supposition of such a 
predilection. The disease lias prevailed with some severity 
in several large towns situated at the mouths of rivers, hut 
it has not, in any one instance, chosen the course of tho 
river in its spread. At Londonderry it has not run up tho 
Foyle ; at Belfast it did not follow tho course of the Lagan ; 
nor at Dublin or Cork that of tho Lifl'cy or tho Lee. At 
Limerick, for some distance in its spread from the City, it 
seemed to attach itself to tho shores of the estuary of the 
Shannon; but it altogether deserted the river in its long 
course to the north. 

36. The second exceptional fact, to which we have alluded 
above, relates to the facilities supposed to he presented for 
the propagation of Cholera by seas. The belief in question 
has been founded on a small number of striking tacts ; in 
particular, on the rapid transmission of the disease across 
the Atlantic to America, after it had reached the Western 
shores of the Continent of Europe. We had an opportunity 
of testing this opinion by an observation on a small scale, 
when Cholera appeared on the hanks of Lough Neagh, at 
Antrim, on the 23rd of April, 1854. This small inland sea 
certainly presented no facility for tho propagation of Cholera. 
The disease did not run round the low banks of the lake 
from Antrim ; no cases were reported as having occurred 
in any of the many villages or farm-houses close to the bor- 
ders of the Lough. It did not appear at Randalstown, near 
the lake, a few miles from Antrim, till August 19th, nor at 
Lurgau, near its southern extremity, till August 24th. 

37. The facts just mentioned suggest an inquiry, devoid 
neither of interest nor importance, but which it is not within 
our province to pursue, as to the causes on which the 
difierences observed depend. It is worthy of remark, that 
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Cholera has not hitherto visited, during the present epidem' 
some towns, such as Drogheda and Sligo, in which on formed 
occasions it raged with virulence. 

38. Several cases will bo found in the Appendix, f ron 
the history of which a conclusion may be arrived 'at re- 
specting another point of some practical value, viz,, the 
length of time that usually intervenes between exposure 
to the exciting cause of the disease and the actual seizure 
In none of the cases recorded was this period of incubation 
above a few days. In the case, for instance, of James 
Kelaghan; — on the 14tli of September he left Carric-k- 
macross for Liverpool, to attend the funeral of a brother 
who had died there of Cholera. At that time there was not 
an epidemic case of Cholera in Carriekmacross, or within 
twenty miles of it. Kelaglian returned from Liverpool cm 
the 18th, and on the night of that day took Cholera, which 
became epidemic in the town on the 25th, though no con- 
nexion could be traced between Kelaghan’s and the succeed- 
ing cases. It may fairly be presumed that in this case the 
period of incubation did not exceed three days. IVo will 
quote another case in which this period was more distinctly 
defined. Honor Shephard came from Limerick, where 
Cholera was then prevalent, to the house of her sister, 
Bridget Connors, about ten miles from Limerick, and in the 
Dispensary District of Newport, where no case of Cholerahad 
hitherto occurred in the present epidemic. Honor Shephard 
arrived at her sister’s house on the afternoon of the 11th of 
April ; slept in the same bed with her sister, and, though 
apparently in her usual health ou going to bed, was seized 
with the usual symptoms of Cholera about midnight. On 
the morning of the 12th she was conveyed to the Limerick 
Cholera Hospital, where she died on the following day. The 
first indigenous case was that of Bridget Connors, who fell 
ill early on the lGth, and died on the 17th, as she was being 
conveyed to hospital at Limerick. The next case was that 
of Michael Cosgravo, son-in-law of Connors, residing in the 
same house : on the 1 8th he was attacked with Cholera in 
a severe form, but recovered. In the former of these two 
cases, therefore, the period of incubation did not exceed four 
and a-half days, and in the latter did not exceed six or seven 
days. Several other cases will be found in the Appendix, 
from which similar inferences may be drawn. 

39. In the Treatment of Cholera in the existing epidemic, 
the Medical Officers of the Irish Dispensaries have been, 
with few exceptions, guided, apparently, by a conviction 
that nothing in the slightest degree deserving to be regarded 
as a specific for the cure of Cholera has yet been discovered 
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nrooosed. Accordingly, the. almost invariable course of 
adopted has been-lst, m the preliminary or 
‘r Xd stage of the disease, m winch the prevailing 
minion is that° treatment is highly efficacious, the exhibition 

Actable and mineral astringents, combined m most 
Stances with small or moderate doses of opium. 2nd, m 
the second stage, when collapse is imminent or established, 
in" which condition, in a large proportion ot the cases, treat- 
pent seems altogether to tail of ehect, the persevering ap- 
nlicatiou of means to restore warmth by friction with the 
warm hand or warm flannels, &c. ; the use of external stimu- 
lants as sinapisms and spirit oi turpentine, and oi internal 
stimulants, as aromatic spirit of ammonia, brandy, &c. in 
"this stao-e, calomel was often employed,— seldom m twonty- 
«rain or* larger doses, as in the Indian practice, — much more 
frequently in small doses, in combination with opium, also 
in small (loses, and often repeated ; or the milder mercurial, 
mercury with chalk, combined with opium, both in small doses, 
was preferred to calomel. 3rd, in the third stage, that ot con- 
secutive fever, which lias occurred in a very considerable 
number of cases, marking a distinction, as on former visita- 
tions, between Cholera, as it has shown itself in Europe and 
in India, the same general principles of treatment have been 
applied as are adopted in tho management of Fevers of 
iimiW typhoid type, taking their origin from other causes. 
In a few cases, chloroform, or sulphate of quinine in liberal 
doses, has been used, without any result deserving of more 
detailed notice. Finally, in some few instances the saline sys- 
tem of treatment of Dr. Stephens, the plan recommended by 
Dr. Ayre, of small closes of calomel very frequently repeated, 
and the treatment by Castor Oil, were tested, but quickly 
abandoned, apparently because tho result of the first cases, 
treated according to these plans respectively, did not offer 
encouragement to further perseverance in the use of them. 

40. The following summary exhibits the numbers of cases 
of Cholera and Diarrhoea, returned by the Medical Officers oi: 
Dispensaries and Cholera Hospitals in Ireland, during tho 
year 1854 : — 





Cliolora. 


Diarrlicua. 


Total. | 




Caaos. 


Deaths. 


Cases. 


Deaths. 


Cases. 


Deaths. 


In Dispensary Districts, 
(*• c., treated at pa- 
tients' homes), . 


4,55? 


1,591 


27,420 


270 


31,980 


1,870 


Ia Hospitals under tlie 
Boards of Guardians, . 


2,062 


1,015 


6,638 


603 


8,700 


1, 618 


Total, 


6,619 


2,606 


34,061 


882 


40,680 


3,488 
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Cases sent from Dispensary Districts to Hospitals provided b 
the Guardians for the treatment of Cholera are to he deducted 
from the above totals of cases, but the columns of death 
arc not affected by this. The correct numbers, therefore 
after making the necessary deduction on account of cases 
returned both from the Dispensaries and Cholera Hospitals 
are as follows: — * ’ 

Diarrhffia, . . . . 33,872 cases: 882 deaths. 

Cholera 5,370 „ 2 ,tiOG 

Total, . . 3!>,442 ,, 3,488 

These numbers represent the cases treated by the Dispensary 
Medical Officers and in Hospitals under the' Boards of Guar- 
dians ; hut do not include cases in other institutions or in 
private practice, the numbers of which there are no means of 
ascertaining in the absence of a general system of registration. 

41. The following is a return of the numbers of new cases 
reported by Medical Officers of districts in which the Cholera 
Order is still in force, during the week ended 1 7th March, 
1855, being the last week for which returns have been re- 
ceived : — 



Union. 


Dispensary District. 


Cholera. 


Diarrhea. 


Now 

Casos. 


Deaths. 


New ! tv 
C ases. ! Dcat]u ' 


Ballymena, 

Celbridge, 

Coleraine, 

North Dublin, . 

Dunshaughlin, 

• Enniskillen, . 
Larne, , , 


Ballymena, 
Broughslmuo, . 
Galgorni, 

Celbridge, 

Coleraine, 

f Blanch ardstown and ") 
\ Castleknock, j 

Dunboyne, . 
Enniskillen, . 

Larne, . . 


_ 

o 

» 

5 


2 

■ 

- 

_ 

I 


! 

3 I I 

« i - 
19 ! 1 

- ! - 

•! 

I ! i 

- j 




Total, 


10 


5 


31 j 3 



42. The extra lixpenditure of Poor-rates incurred in 
meeting the present visitation of Cholera, cannot be jet 
ascertained with any degree of accuracy, as the chief part of 
it will be comprised in the accounts of the current half-year. 

43. In the accounts for the year ended 29th September, 
1854, we find £4,284 entered under the head of “Re- 
moval of Nuisances.” This does not include the expenditure 
incurred by any authority other than the Guardians of 
Unions and. the Dispensary Committees ; and there is no 
doubt that in the large towns and cities much has been ex- 
P® ^ded. on the same objects by the various local authorities, 
of which we possess no account. 

^ la * 011 accounts for the same year, the sum 
of £1,960 is entered under the head of “ Cholera,” as the 
amount! incurred in (the treatment of the disease; but it. 
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in mind, that the epidemic was very limited 
Rodent nnt il after the month of September, 1854; and 
t -m-Lof the special and additional expenses which have 
tbatycryi incurred in Dispensary Districts could ho 

the accounts of tbit half-year. We do not 
j^h however that the special expenditure m the treat- 
of Cholera has been, and will continue to bo, much 
frtter in proportion to the service rendered, than on the 
Sou of any former visitation; and tins is another result, 
S must be ascribed to the existence of the Dispensary 
w^aimatiou referred to in paragraphs 13 to 18 as productive 
f /fr rC at advantages in arresting the progress of the epidemic, 
wf ] iave been accustomed, in all cases after the disappear- 
ance of the epidemic, and not before, to suggest the special 
remuneration of the Dispensary District Officers for services 
under the Cholera orders, in addition to their salaries under the 
Medical Charities Act ; and with the exception of one Union, 
ire have encountered no serious impediment from the Boards 
of Guardians in effecting an object so just towards the medical 
profession, and so important to the future interests of the 
public in a sanitary sense. There has, we think, been gene- 
rally little occasion for complaining of the spirit in which 
the Boards of Guardians have complied with our requisi- 
tions on this head, nor has much complaint arisen on the 
part of the Medical Officers. The cause of economy, how- 
ever, has been much promoted by the opportunity which 
the existing organization affords of determining the remu- 
neration of the medical attendants, not before, hut after the 
service has been performed ; whereas where no such organiza- 
tion exists, preliminary stipulations have to he arranged in 
total uncertainty as to the extent of the service, causing much 
hesitation and delay, and often resulting in dissatisfaction on 
the part of one or the other of the contracting parties. 

45. The exceptional case above adverted to is that of 
Limerick Union, and is the more remarkable, because the epi- 
demic prevailed in a most severe and fatal form in that city ; 
and with the aid of very effective hospital arrangements, 
specially organised for the occasion, was successfully met 
and suppressed by very strenuous exertions on the part of tlio 
District Medical Officers of the City. For this latter service 
the Guardians have to this day refused to provide any remu- 
neration in addition to the ordinary Dispensary salaries. Wo 
have thought it of essential consequence in this case to ex- 
ercise such power as we possess for the purpose of redressing 
this injustice to the Dispensary Officers, and of endeavour- 
ing to prevent that feeling of distrust, on the part of the 
medical profession, which must arise from an example so sub- 
versive of that system of procedure ill providing for the ex- 
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penso of a visitation of Cholera, -which we are anxious to estah 
lish, and which has been adverted to above We have th 
fore, issued an order, under the seal of the Commissioned" 
requiring the Limerick Board to disburse sums amounting to 
£200, in addition to the ordinary amount of the Dispensary 
salaries,— viz., £300,— to remunerate the four Dispensary 
Officers of the City, for their exertions in protecting the 
inhabitants from the continuance of a most threatening and 
fatal outbreak ; and we are at present engaged in enforcing 
by process in the Court of Queen’s Bench, the unwilling 
compliance of the Guardians with this necessary order. ° 

46. The organization under the Medical Charities Act being 
now settled, for the most part, on a permanent basis, and 
the Dispensary Depots and Stations throughout the country 
having been ascertained to be in a proper state of efficiency, we 
have considered that a less frequent visitation of the several 
Districts will hereafter be sufficient, and have therefore felt 
ourselves enabled to respond to the demand communicated 
to us for a reduction of our annual estimate, by reducing the 
number of Medical Inspectors from five to four. We have 
accordingly selected for retirement from the service, Dr. 
Dillon, who will cease to act as an Inspector on the 31st 
instant. 

We have the honour to he 
Your Excellency’s obedient, faithful Servants, 

(Signed,) A. POWER. 

E. I-IORSMAN. 

THOS. A. LARCOM. 

J. M'DONNELL, M.D. 

E. SERIOR. 
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APPENDIX 



APPENDIX (A.) 

CIBCBX.ABS OF INSTRUCTIONS, *c., ISSUED UNDER THE 
MEDICAL CHARITIES ACT OF 1851, M & 18 VIC. e. <18. ; and 
the NUISANCES REMOVAL AND DISEASES PREVENTION 
ACTS. 



I.— DISPENSARY ARRANGEMENTS. 

No. 1 .— IIalf-1 early Accounts of DispensaryExpenses : 

Circular to Clerks of Unions ; with, two Enclosures. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
%^nd March, 1854. 

Srr., 

I am directed by tlio CVunniisaion era for administering the Laws 
fn- Relief of 'the Pour in Ireland to draw your attention to the General 
“ “0 government of Dispensary Districts,* Article 20 of 

ffaidi directs that “Immediately after the completion of the lialf- 
I . y Accounts for the Audit thereof by the Auditor of the 
union, file Board of Guardians shall causo their Clerk to furnish 
"to the Committee of each Dispensary District, previously to such 
. Audit, a statement oi all items of Expenses incurred for the Pie- 
" met. winch shall have been included in the Half-year’s Accounts : 
„ s,lcil statement shall lie made in such Form as may he directed 
ur approved by the Commissioners.” 

I am accordingly directed to forward a Formf in which the state- 
ment abora referred to should ho prepared and sent to the Comniit- 
2 °‘“U Dispensary District, showing the expenses incurred for 
, *“ tnct un .' lor Medical Charities Act during the Half-year, 
al t , e apportionment of the expenses upon the several Electoral 

t ‘ i ° f m° , Dlstnct “cording to their net annual value, in 
Aionliince with tlio 6th section of the Act. 

df t'.! Ummissioners are desirous of receiving a general statement 
earhLlf " r ? m ? ur i; d for oach Dispensary District, during 
Darts T i'"Ji eai ’ V Q<i f r Medica.1 Charities Act; and a Form, in two 
L t a ° hed > 1U wl »ch such statement is hereby required 

lixriMiflitn ■ J,tie fi 1 rS i,P art to conta ^ u a classified statement of the 
rneiit of cii /5 m -Pistrict, anil the other to show the Apportion- 
the DistripV tJP ea ^J tlu ' e ll P on the several Electoral Divisions of 
-Lueso latter statements^ are to bo forwarded to this 

B 
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Circulars of Instructions, Spo. : — Forms for [App, A, 

Office, appended to tlie Half-yearly Abstracts of tie audited 
Accounts of the Union. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

W. Stanley, Secretary, 

To the Cleric of each Union. 



Enclosure A. 

Union. Dispensary District. 

Statement of the items of Expenditure incurred under the Medical 
Charities Act, 14 & 15 "Vic. c. 68, for the above Dispensary 
District, and included in the Accounts of the Union, during the 

Half-year ended 185 ; also showing the Apportionment 

of the Expenditure on the several Electoral Divisions comprised 
in the Dispensary District. 



Salaries of Officers:— 
Name, — 



Office, — 
£ I s. I d. 



Medicines and Medical Appliances :— 



Pent of Dispensary Building 

Repairs of do., Furniture, Fixtures, &c.. 

Boohs, Forms, Stationery, Printing, and Advertisements :- 



Fuel and other Incidental Expenses :— 



Total Expenditure, 



Apportionment of the Expenditure upon the mcrol Electoral 
Divisions comprised in the Dispensary District 



Electoral Division, 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 



Note.— Expenses under Hie Medical Charities Act, 14 & 15 
incurred for a Dispensary District, are to he apportioned upon the £ •“ 
Electoral Divisions of the District, according to their Net Annailta ■ 
Cure must he taken that none of the Expenses under the Nuisances Lcom 

and Diseases Prevention Acts arc included. „ . 

Clerk of union. 

Date , 185 . 
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Enclostjke B. 

Union. 

r Statement showing the Expenditure under tlio Modicul Ohm ities 

’ Act 14 ifc 15 Vic., c. 68, in each Dispensary District of the above 
Union, during the Half-year ended 185 • ___ 



Expenditure during tlio Half-yoar ended 180 . 



Names of 

Dispensary 

Districts. 


Medicines, 

and 

Medical 

Appliances. 


Rent of 
Dispensary 
Buildings. 


Salaries of 
Oilicera. 


Books, 
Forms, Sta- 
tionery, 
Printing, 
and Adver- 
tisomonts. 


Fuel and 
other 
incidental 
Expenses. 


Total Expen- 
diture for 
oacli Dispon- 
sary Dis- 
j triot.# i 
















Total of Union, 















'Note.— Cnre must be taken that none of the Expenses incurred under 
the Nuisances Removal and Diseases Prevention Acts are included herewith. 
Expenses under these Acts should appear in the Half-yearly Abstracts of 
the Union Accounts, in the column headed “Election, Law, and other 
Expenses.” 

Signature, Clerk of Union. 

Bate, 185 . 



II.— Statement showing tlio Valuation of each Dispensary District, 
and each Electoral Division of tlio above Union ; and tlio appor- 
tionment of tlio Medical Charities Expenses of the Half-year 

ended for tlio Dispensary Districts, upon the Eloctoral 

Divisions comprised therein. 



Names of 

Dispensary Districts. 


Electoral 
Divisions 
comprised in 
cadi District. 


Not Annual 
Valuo of 
rateable pro- 
perty in oacli 
Dispensary 
District. 


Not Annual 
Valuo of 
ratoablo pro- 
perty in oacli 
Eloctoral 
Division. 


Total Ex- 
penses under 
tlio Medical 
Charities Aot, 
in each 
Dispensary 
District. 


Proportion of 
Expenses 
umler Medical 
Charities Aot, 
chargeable to 
each Electoral 
Division in 

tlio Dlstriot. 














Total, . 











i,™l IB ;7 £ ^™ ses umler tl,e Medical Charities Act, 14 & 15 Vic., e. 58, 
j-i. S a . Dispensary District, are to be apportioned upon the several 
uoral Divisions of the District, according to their Net Annual Value. 



iSi/niature, Clerk of Union. 

Bate, 185 . ' 

,B 2 
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No. 2. — Annual Appointment of Dispensary Committees: 
— Circular to Boards of Guardians of Unions in Ireland; 
with two Enclosures. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
24 th March, 1S54. 



Sir, 

1. The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland desire to call the attention of the Board of 
Guardians to the provisions of § 7 of the Dispensaries Act, 14 i 
15 Vic., c. 08, under which the requisite number of members to 
complete tbc Committee of Management of each Dispensary Dis- 
trict, is to be appointed, in each year, as soon as practicable after 
the Annual Election of Guardians in each Union. The section 
directs that “at die first meeting of the Guardians after such 
“Annual Election, or as soon thereafter as conveniently limy he, the 
« Committee of Management for the said Dispensary District shall 
“ he appointed,” in manner provided therein, “ for the ensuing year ; 
“ and so likewise in each succeeding year.” 

2. Under the provisions of this section, the Guardians who are 
returned in the Annual Election of Guardians for the Union, become 
members of tlie Committees of Management of the respective Dis- 
pensary Districts therein, in which they are resident or are owners 
or occupiers of property situate in such Districts respectively; and 
under the same section, the Board of Guardians will have to elect a 
su fficient number of Ratepayers, resident in each District and liable 
to pay Poor Rates, in respect of property therein of the net annnal 
value of £30 at the least, so as (with the Ex-officio anil Elected 
Guardians, resident, or being the owners or occupiers of property in 
the District, who aro thereby qualified and entitled to act on the 
Committee of each District), to complete the number of members of 
whom the Committee of such District is to consist, as fixed by tbc 
Commissioners’ Order in that behalf. 

3. In case the full number of Guardians he not returned m the 

Annual Election, so that any vacancies appear on the Returning 
Officer’s Return of the Election of Guardians for the Union, the 
Commissioners, in due course alter the receipt of that Return, mil 
issue an Order providing for a supplemental Election to fill such 
vacancies in the Board of Guardians ; and as the Guardians so to 
lie elected will bo entitled to act on the Dispensary Committees tl 
the respective Districts, according to the provisions of the Act above 
referred to, the Board of Guardians should elect only such number 
of qualified Ratepayers as would he necessary if the numbers 
Guardians eligible for the Union were now complete ; so that tbc 
Guardians to he elected to supply vacancies may become “embers 
of the respective Dispensary Committees upon which they may e 
qualified and entitled to act, without displacing any Ratepayer w » 
maybe elected by the Board of Guardians as a member ol any sue 
Committee. i . ... ,, 

4. The Commissioners at the same time desire to call ti> e . 
tion of the Board of Guardians to the Circular of 30th March, -> 
(of which a copy is herewith enclosed,*) relating to the app 01 
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lMt 0 f Wardens, who, as well as Members of the Dispensary 
Committees and Believing Officers, are authorized by § 9 of the 
Dispensaries Act, to issue Tickets for Medical Belief under that 
let It "ill b" observed that it is provided, that the appointment 
i'f Wardens should he made within ono mouth after the Annual 
Election of Guardians. A Form for the Return required under 
pararrapli 3 of the enclosed Circular will he forwarded to yon 
hereafter. 

a. It is desirable that the parties authorized to issue tickets for 
medical relief in a Dispensary District, should ho selected, as far as 
practicable, from different localities in the several parts of the Dis- 
trict, so that sufficient facility for obtaining such relief with duo 
convenience to the sick poor resident in all parts of the District, 
may he afforded, ljy means of persons distributed over the whole 
District, according to the requirements of the District from the 
amount of population in its various parts, or otlior local circum- 
stances: ami the Commissioners suggest to the Guardians the pro- 
priety of keeping this consideration in view, in the selection of 
Ratepayers for the Dispensary Committees and of Wardens. It 
will, therefore, be desirable for the Board, in making such selection, 
to have before them a List of the Guardians and Relieving Officers 
entitled to issue tickets for medical relief, showing their respective 
places of residence ; and to make their selection of Ratepayers 
accordingly front persons resident in localities least provided with 
facility for obtaining such tickets from other resident persons autho- 
rized to give them. 

G. The Commissioners also recommend the Guardians to select for 
members of the Dispensary Committees such qualified Ratepayers 
us will be likely to be able and willing to assist in the due adminis- 
tration of the Dispensaries Act, by attending the Meetings of the 
Committee of Management of their District, at the prescribed times, 
so as to ensure, as far as practicable, regular meetings of a sufficient 
number of the Committee for the due management of the Dispen- 
sary, and the transaction of the business arising under the Act, in 
accordance with the General Rules issued in pursuance thereof. It 
is the more important that this consideration should he kept in view 
in the selection of Ratepayers to coinploto tho Dispensary Commit- 
tees, at the present time, inasmuch as those Committees are required 
ly § 19 of the Act, to give their aid, in their respective Dis- 
tricts, in carrying into effect the sanitary directions and regulations 
issued under the Nuisances Removal and Diseases Prevention Acts,. — 
an object which demands the vigilant and continued attention of all 
tue local authorities, with a view to tho adoption and enforcement 
"i sanitary measures, in the abatement of nuisances, and the removal 
« causes injurious to health. 

i. Tour attention, as Clerk of the Union, is requested to your 
titles under Articles 1, 2, 3, 4, and 27 (annexed hereto!), of the 
'wnaal Dispensary Regulations of Kith December, 1803, in 
pursuance of which yon will, as soon as tho now Committees are 
completed by the Board of Guardians, make a Return to the Com- 

* Enclosure A, p. 7. f Page 6. 
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missioners of tlie Names and Addresses of all tie Members of each 
Committee, in tie Form (No. 1) prescribed for tie purpose; and 
you will take care to forward sucli return to tbis Office in dne 
course, as soon as the new Committees are constituted. 

8. Tou will likewise forward tie prescribed notice (Form No. 3), 
to each member of the respective Committees so constituted, and 
the List of their Names and Addresses (in F orm No. 5,) to the Medi. 
cal Officers of the respective Districts, in accordance with the ref- 
lations. Herewith is enclosed a form of Letter* which you can use 
in transmitting to each Medical Officer the list for his District. 
"Where there is more than one Medical Officer for any District, a 
copy of the entire List for the District is to be transmitted to each 
Medical Officer thereof. 

9. Tou will also take care that each of the persons authorized to 
issue tickets for medical relief, shall be supplied with “Medical 
Relief Ticket Check Books,” in the Forms (B 1 & 2), prescribed by 
the General Regulations of 16tli December, 1853, for the purpose. 

10. In case any of the members of the present Dispensary Com- 
mittees, or Wardens, be not reappointed on the expiration of their 
present term of office, and consequently cease thereupon to Ira 
authority to issue tickets for medical relief, you will transmit to 
them the Notice (Form No. 6,) prescribed in such case. 

11. Tou should immediately take the necessary steps for obtain- 
ing, if you have not already done so, the requisite supply of the 
Forms above referred to, (Nos. 1, 3, 5, and 6 ; and Forms of Ticket 
Books, E. 1 and E. 2), which should be procured from the Printer 
iu the ordinary manner, without delay, in pursuance of Article 27 
of the Regulations. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

W. Stanley, Secretary. 

To the Clerh of the Board of Guardians 
of each Union. 

Extract from, General Order of 16t/s December, 1853, containing th 

General Regulations for Dispensary Districts, referred to in forego- 
ing Circular ofUith March, 1854. 

“ Article 1 Immediately on the completion of a new Committee of Manage- 

ment for each Dispensary District after each Annual Election of Guardians ii> 
the Union , the Clerk of the Union shall make a Return, in the Form, No, 1, 
annexed to this Order , to ns, the said Commissioners, of the Names and Ad- 
dresses of the respective Members of the Committee ; and ill like maimer, on 
any Election by the Board of Guardians of a Batepayer or Batepayers to 
fill any vacancy or vacancies in any such Committee, the Clerk shall makes 
Betnm to us, in the Dorm, No. 2, annexed to this Order. 

“ Ahticle 2 The Clerk of the Union shall, on the appointment of a new 

Committee after each Annual Flection of the Guardians of the said Union, send 
to each Member of the Committee for every Dispensary District, a Notice is tie 
annexed Form, No. 3 ; and on the Election of any Batepayer to supply a 
vacancy at any time in any of the said Committees, the Clerk shall send to 
him a Notice in the annexed Form, No. 4. 

“ Article 3. — Immediately upon, the annual completion of any new Cowvtif 
tees as aforesaid, the Clerk of the Union shall/urais/i each Medical Officer or 
the respective Districts with a List, according to the annexed Form, No. 5, of the 
Names and Addresses of the Members of the Committee of the District of which 
* Enclosure B, p. g, 
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, • „ Metal Officer ; and also of tlie Names ami Residences of every Reliey- 
h s i, a Metal umc . d f Electoral Division included ill 

i SeScarOfflcor shall lay such List Wore the Coin. 
*"■ S ifManaeement at their first meeting after receipt thereof. And the 
™ “f WI taltammmer, notify, from time to time, any changes, from 
Clerk saaU, mhit b / the Committee of Management, Relieving 

^ Wtoto to “nTnistricti to the respective Medical Officers 
thereof’ who shall lay such notification before the Committee ot Monage- 

to he a Member of the Coo, 
riUcVTa Warden. on the expiration of the period for which he is appointed, 
ti e Clerk of the Union shall transmit to him a Notice in the Form No. b, hereto 
SLk Apprizing him of the cessation of Ins power to issue Tickets for 
lialical Relief, and requiring him to return to the Board of Guardians any 
fi rms of the Tickets for medical relief which had been issuod.to him in the 
Sieal Relief Ticket Check Books, (Forms E. 1, and E 2, hereinafter 
mentioned!, and which may not have been used. . . 

■■ Uriel E ->7 -The Board of Guardians shall, from time to time, as may 
te necessary, cause to be provided a sufficient supply of Books, Stationery, 
•mil Forms prescribed by this or any other Order under our Seal, and all 
other requisites, for the use of each Committee of Management; and shall 
aPo a sufficient number of Check Boohs of Medical Relief tickets, imord- 
im to the annexed Forms, E. 1, and E. 2, to be provided, and cause a sufficient 
mis of such Chech Books to be furnished to each. Member ol every Dispensary 
Committee in the Union, and to each Relieving Officer and Warden therein. 



EmosuKE A Annual Appointment of Wardens : — Circular to 

Boards of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

3 Oth March, 18o2. 

SlEj , 

’ 1. The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief 

of the Poor in Ireland desire to call the attention of the Board of 
Guardians to the provisions of the 50tli section of the Irish Poor 
Belief Act, 1 & 2 Vie., c. 56, under which the Board of Guardians 
of every Union in Ireland is required, “within one Month after the 
Annual Election of Guardians, to appoint a fit person in each Parish 
or Townland, or any part thereof, respectively, included in such 
Union, to he and be styled the Warden for such Parish, Townland, 
or part thereof.” It appears that in some Unions the provisions of 
this section have not been duly and regularly complied with : and 
the Commissioners request the attention of the Guardiaus to the 
subject, in reference to the due administration of Medical Relief to 
the sick poor under the Medical Charities Act, 14 & 15 Vic., c. 66, 
under section 9 of which, Wardens, as well as Members of Dispen- 
sary Committees and Relieving Officers, are the parties empowered 
to afford Medical Relief, by the issue of Tickets for the same as 
therein provided, after the necessary arrangements for the purpose 
shall have been made. ' 

2. — With regard to the Districts which it may he advisable to 
assign to the Wardens, it will be observed that a Warden may be 
appointed fox a Parish, or Townland j or any part thereof. The 
Commissioners apprehend that it will not generally be necessary 
to appoint a separate Warden for each Townland, or a subdivision 
thereof j and difficulty might arise in selecting so many persons 
willing to act,' as would be requisite for the appointment of these 
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Officers for such Districts, which would in many cases he of very 
small extent. As the Guardians are enabled to appoint a "Warden 
for a Parish, or any part of a Parish, the Commissioners suggest for 
their consideration whether it may not he advisable for them so to 
arrange the Wardens’ Districts as to appoint one at least for each 
parish, or portion of a parish, included in each Electoral Division. 
The Commissioners, however, are desirous that this suggestion should 
not be understood as intended to limit the Guardians to this number 
of Wardens, or to interfere with their discretion in regard to tha 
Districts for which they may think it desirable from local circum- 
stances to appoint them in accordance with the Act. 

3. — As soon as the Wardens for the ensuing year shall have been 
appointed by the Board of Guardians, the Commissioners request 
that they may he furnished with a return, in the enclosed Form, of 
their Names and Residences, and of the Districts for which thev are 
respectively appointed, witli the other particulars indicated by the 
Form. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

W. Stanley, Secretary. 

To the. Clerk of the Board of 
Guardians of each Union. 

Enclosube B, in foregoing Circular of2ith March, 1S5L 
Form of Letter from Clerk of Union to Medical Officer of Dispensary, 
transmitting List of Dispensary Committee, on their Appointment. 

Union. 

Sib, 

I have to enclose to you herewith, in pursuance of the General 
Order of the Poor Law Commissioners of lGth December, 1853, 
containing the Dispensary Regulations, a List, in the prescribed 
Form, of the Names and Addresses of the Members of the Committee 

of Management of the Dispensary District, in the above Union. 

for the present year, and of the Names and Addresses of every 
Relieving Officer and Warden acting for any part of the District. 

Article 3 of the Regulations requires that the Medical Officer of 
the District should lay stick List before the Committee of Manage- 
ment at their first meeting after receipt thereof. 

Dated this day of 1 Sod. 

Clerk of Union. 

To Dr. 

Medical Officer of Dispensary District. 

Extract from General Order of IQth December, 1S53, containing the 
General Xegulcitionsfor Dispensary Districts, ( annexed to foregoing 
Enclosure.) 

“ Article 3 — Immediately upon the annual completion of anynew Com- 
mittees as aforesaid, the Clerk of the Union shall furnish each Medical Officer 
of the respective Districts with a List, according to the annexed form No. 5, 
of the. Names and Addresses of the Members of the Committee of the District 
of which he is a Medical Officer : and also of the Nantes and Residences of 
every Relieving Officer and Warden acting as such for any Electoral. Division 
included in such District : and the Medical Officer shall lay such List before 
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x - Notification of Dispensary Arrangements:— Vac- 

^OTN anTlHOCiiLATioN : — Circular to Dispensary Coin- 
„ ilMi „ith Uw , 0f:cti 

2nd June , 1854 . 

^ i Thc Commissioners for administering tiro laws for Relief of 

fcp-« I..— SfiSSTi 

“ Bi,™,", Districts, 
dated ICtli December, 185o ... „„„„ 

rtjitlences to whom application inu.y _ ^ 01 , s ., r v stations in the lhst-iict, the 
missioners; ami a printed cop} tlRico ■ i«J tr i ct „s the ConmiiUee may 

^j£s^ffi3S3K 

putrid.” 

2. The Commissioners continue to receive commnnicaj tmns from 
which it appears tliat in some Districts tlicro ias >cei . - 

in the amount of Vaccination, or that there has Don h m 1 UIo 
Vaccination, and in some Dispensary Districts none, ot g m g oat 
measure to indifference on the part of the P® as ‘^ r y- i notice of 
jutliee still existing in favour of the injurious am 1 4 , _ 1 ‘ , 

Inoculation for Small Pox, which the Comimasioncis rcgict to 
resorted to in some localities. . , , , i. onn 

3. The Regulation and Notices above referred to i 

framed with a view to remove any impediment to per so us obtain un 
the benefit of Vaccination, or any difficulty in o~iM , ‘ e 

Relief in fit cases, through misapprehension, 01 _ 110l e a 

as to the parties to whom they should apply, _ owing pi niittees 
which occur from time to time in the constitution o 1 ' 

ami other Dispensary arrangements. And the Commie > - , 

meud that if the placard Notices (Form lor the pie y ‘ tl,eni 

MrfS“«4 .7t *0 “» 



* Page U. 



■f Page 16. 
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attention of the Committee is requested, is enclosed herewith 
together with the Form of Notice) referred to : and if tbev 1, ’ 
not already taken steps for this purpose, the Committee shoJl 
proceed, in accordance with paragraph 5 of that Circular to obtal 
the requisite copies of the Notice for their District, by sending th 
necessary particulars to the Board of Guardians, with a view to 
their having the Notices printed for public notification in rnacnw 
provided. 

4. In some instances also it appears that Notice Boards (Form Oil 

have not yet been affixed to the exterior of the Dispensary or that 
the Inscriptions thereon do not contain all the requisite information 
some of the particulars (such as the Notice “Vaccination gratia,” or 
the times at which the Dispensary is open, or the name and residence 
of the Medical Officer,) being omitted. In any such cases, the Com- 
mittee should take steps for remedying the defect, by bavin" the* 
notification affixed to the exterior of each Dispensary in a permanent 
form, by means of a board or otherwise, and with all the necessary 
particulars (as in Form 0) inscribed thereon. A Copy of the 
placard Notice (Form N) should also be kept constantly posted up 
at each Dispensary, for general information. r 

5. With regard to the practice of Inoculation above adverted to 
and the provisions on the subject set forth in the public Notice, the 
Commissioners request the Committee to consider, wherever the 
practice is found to prevail, and where evidence of the facts can be 
obtained, whether steps cannot he taken by communicating with 
the Police Authorities or otherwise, to detect and punish the 
offenders, so as to deter persons from a violation of the law which pro- 
hioits any practices by which the disease of Small Pox may be 
produced, that offence being punishable under 3 & 4 Vic., e. 29," § 8, 
by Imprisonment for one Month. Front reports received by the Com- 
missioners, it appears that in various instances, owing to the exertions 
of tlie local authorities, itinerant Inoculators have been successfully 
proceeded against under the provisions referred to, some of these 
parties haying been convicted and committed to gaol for various 
terms of imprisonment, which has had the good effect, in some 
instances, not only ot checking their illegal proceedings, but of 
inducing the poor residents of the district to bring their children to 
trie Dispensary, where a large number have afterwards been vacci- 
nated. The Commissioners trust that all practicable means will he 
adopted by the local authorities for attaining the same desirable 
end, wherever possible ; and they do not doubt that the Medical 
Mincer will afford to the Committee any aid in his power in further- 
ance of this object in the event of any cases of Inoculation with 
small-pox virus coming under his notice. The enclosed Circular, 
while referring to the value and importance of Vaccination as a 
protection against the suffering and mortality arising from Small 

ox, also observes, that “ the general practice of Vaccination will do 
. ou vr the labour which would otherwise fall upon 

the Medical Officer, in case Small Pox, from its highly contagious 
c aracter, should become prevalent amongst the poor in his District j 

* Page 11, f Notice, Form N, p, 14. $ Page 16, 
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1w tending to prevent tlie prevalence of this 
and at the same me, g*®* * to & » V mg of the rates by pre- 
disease, wdl no doubt tend consequent destitution from 

demands for relief at the .cost of the rate- 
payers would bo me orier of t b e Commissioners, 

"W. Stanley, Secretary. 

To tk Honorary Secretary of 
each Dispensary Committee. 

Vaccination and Inoculation, and Notification of 
XSTISeMENTS '• Circular to Dispensary Committees. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

11 th July, 1853. 

attention of Committees of » ma de under tbo Medical 

Bimensaiv Districts, to tne piovmiu 

Clarities Act for the ° lissbners have had before them, 

2. From Returns vrlnch tbe Co ™ f . haye observed 
and from the Reports of their Mt d '^, l lnsp . J Officer 

that in many Districts this paid o: ‘ duty tim ft]#lge 

appears to have been perfor . , been duly and success- 

Districts M ^plicatiorm at all have been 

for Vaccination during considerah e period and toPjetot *PP ^ 

in fact in siicli cases to ha\ r o fallen r rom reports recently 

Dispensary duty. At tlie same time, it appears fio 1 J 

received that Small Pox has beenprevalen ir . eeveiad ) Di^ ^ 
that the practice of Inoculation with Small 1 ox mins has exte y 
prevailed, and is still prevalent, m some is • ■ Small 

3. With regard to the injurious practice , of "“ 0 “J lie provi . 
Poxvirus, the Commissioners desire to call ^ Jn 18 | 0 f or 

sions of the 8th section of the Act of Pa I ‘ 1 -which Inocu- 

the Extension of Vaccination (3 &4I ic.> cap- )> p; a ble as therein 
lation with Small Pox is made an offence P l —e )0 ‘ ® « t b at 

provided. The section, which still contmes in > . t ’ 0 j uce 

‘•any person who shall, from and after the passi g Variolous 

“or attempt to produce in any person, by Inocffiatmn 
“matter, or by wilful exposure to variolous matter or to any m , 

"article, or thing, impregnated with variooua ^ ^ gmall p 0X; ; n 

“any other means whatsoever, produce th ^ 

“any person in England, Wales, or Ireland, *1# * inore 

“proceeded against and convicted summarily .0 • ^ a nd for every 

"Justices of the Peace in Petty Sessions assembled , and for every 
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“such Offence shall, upon conviction, he imprisoned in the Conm- . 
‘•'Gaol or House of Correction, for any term not exceedinwOne Month’ 

4. The 13th section of the Medical Charities Act, Id & iVy' 
cap., 68, provides that “the Medical Officer of every Dispensar’ 
“District constituted under this Act, shall and is hereby require! I 
“ vaccinate all persons who may come to him for that purpose •% ! 
the Commissioners, in their Circular of the 7th July last, 1 ' eC(J! ” < ‘ 
mended, with a view as far as possible to prevent any impediment 
to persons obtaining the benefit of Vaccination, as well a,s Medical 
Relief where requisite, through ignorance as to the proper parties 
to whom they should apply, or the places at which they should 
apply, under the new arrangements, that printed Notices or'Placards 
should he procured and posted in conspicuous places throughout the 
Dispensary District, as well as at each Dispensary itself: sne ]. 
Notices stating the locality of the Dispensary or Dispensary Stations 
in the District, the days and hours of attendance at each, the Name 
and Residence of the Medical Officer, and other particulars, and also 
announcing that a Ticket is not required for Vaccination, as in the 
case of an application for ordinary Medical Relief. 

5. As changes occur from time to time in the parties authorised 

to issue tickets for Medical Relief, and otherwise in the Dispen'arr 
arrangements, it is desirable that such Notices should ho renewed 
from time to time, and posted at eacli Dispensary after the com- 
pletion of the Committee of Management, and appointment of 
Wardens, in eacii year ; but it. appears that at the time of the 
Inspector’s attendance in some Districts, such Notices fir Placards 
had not been circulated or posted in accordance with the Circularof 
7th July last, probably owing, in some cases, to the Committee of 
Management not having been duly completed at the ti me. As the con- 
stitution of the Committees for the present year is now generally com- 
plete, the Commissioners recommend that if such Notices announcin'' 
the existing Dispensary arrangements are not posted in the District) 
steps should now be taken for obtaining and circulating them in 
manner suggested, by having them posted in conspicuous places 
throughout the District, as well as at the Dispensary itself. With 
this a iew. a copy of the Form of Notice, filled up with the necessary 
particulars, should lie transmitted to the Board of Guardians, with a 
requisition for the number of copies required ; and it may he mlvisa- 
h e under the circumstances above stated, to add to the form of 
placard suggested, a notification of the provisions of the Vaccination 
Extension Act, above referred to, by printing section S. as above 
quoted from that Act, on the placard itself. A copy of the form of 
Notice amended accordingly, is annexed hereto*; and the Commis- 
sioners recommend that steps should be taken for procuring and 
circulating copies without delay, if similar Notices in this Form or 
, , orin heretofore in use are not already issued. It would also 

e desirable that in all eases a Notice should be painted, or allied 
y a board, on the exterior of the Dispensary, in a form similar to 
that hereto annexed.f 

Decemberf'l'asa, Article 1 6. " P " ed ^ General Eu,CS ° f m 
ArthleTs^ P rosor fl )e d by General Rules of 16th December, 1853, 
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No. i O-i 

m fi nra rui«sioner8 desire further to point out, that there is 
»• The Comm - as to tlie classes or description of persons 

no restriction or * ^ ^ aW provision for obtaining the 

who may a « rph 0 passed in 1840 “to extend the 

benoiit of tio .. provided for the Vaccination of all persons 

^le fo tliat purpose. The Medical Charities Act, 
y]lO might COnie I », * _j._ Va/»#»itin.fr.mri 



IT, ™ ari e“ provides in like manner that they shall vaccinate 
^^whomay eoino” to them for that purpose. 
r 7 In some Districts it appears to have been a practice to require 
rt U ‘um of money (as a shilling or other amount) should bo depo- 
• i • 1 Medical Officer, by every person bringing a child to 

£i£ fi KpSto’be^tnnTed 1 after the child shall have 

i ro-pnf.pfl a<nin for inspection on a subsequent day. In itiu 
'nl to this practice, the Commissioners desire to observe that there 
5 ; p miC hi the Medical Charities Act authorising such a 
course^ and the Medical Officer would not be justified in refusing 
to vaccinate without receiving a pecuniary deposit, which could 

“^VlmohjeXoTdie practice here alluded to appears to have been 
to induce the parties bringing children for_ Vaccination, to prese t 
them asain on a subsequent day lor inspection, m order that it may 
be ascertained that the operation has had a successful lesult Bnt 
it appears from reports which the Commissioners have received, 
that this object has not been uniformly attained by the practice ° f 
requiring a pecuniary deposit, as in many instances persons of suffi- 
cient means to be able to leave a pecuniary deposit have not again 
presented themselves after the first application and have not 
applied for the return of the deposit. On the other hand, it i 
be apprehended that if it were generally understood that a pceunia y 
deposit, however small, were required, it would operate amongst the 
poorer classes as a check to their availing themselves of the benefit ot 
Vaccination, which it has been the object of the Legis a me o pio 
mote anil extend as much as possible ; and it may >c o isen ec la 
the inconvenience to the poor, of requiring such a deposit, is m 
direct proportion to their want of means, its tendency being to check 
tiie applications to the Dispensary for Vaccination fiom mse 
are nuable to procure it oat of their own resources, ant w 10 . 
therefore the fittest objects for obtaining the advantage o gia ui ot 
Vaccination at the Dispensary. .... 

0. The Commissioners trust that the Medical Officer will impress 
on all persons applying to him for Vaccination, the linpoi ance an 
advantage of bringing the children again for subsequent mspec ion, 
and will endeavour by every proper means to induce them 0 < 0 ®° • 
but at the same time, they do not consider it advisable tha qi 
purpose any course should he adopted, such as that of rcqnnin a 
pecuniary deposit, which may have the effect of altogethei piei eai 
luga person from applying, and which is not sanctioned y ie c 
of Parliament. Vaccination where properly performed is, m a uT 0 e 
proportion of cases, successful on the primary operation , am 1 is 
better that this should he performed than that any obstacle to it 
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should arise from the attempt to enforce the return of the apnlio 
by requiring a pecuniary deposit. 1 1 

10. The Medical Officer should, wherever practicable, induce tho 
parties applying, to present the child again on a subsequent day for 
inspection, not only with a view to its being ascertained that £ 
Vaceiuation has been successful, but also for the purpose of keepini 
up a supply of vaccine lymph. The Medical Officer should take 
care to keep up sufficient supplies of vaccine lymph at the Dispel 
sary, and when the supply taken from persons presented there fail"' 
or where the Medical Officer cannot otherwise obtain it, application 
should be made to the Board of Guardians in the usual manner 4 
a fresh supply. The Commissioners have addressed the Board of 
Guardians in reference to the supply of vaccine lymph • ami j n 
cases where they subscribe for tlie Dispensary to the Cow Poe]; 
Institution in Dublin, the Medical Officer of the Dispensary District 
should be apprized of the fact, if not already so informed iu order 
that he may be enabled to apply direct to the Institution for the 
lymph required from time to time. 

11. The Commissioners trust that the Committees of Management 
and Medical Officers of Dispensaries will use every means in their 
power to promote and extend the practice of Vaccination throughout 
their respective Districts, and to discourage and suppress that of 
Inoculation wherever the latter is found to prevail. It is unneces- 
sary to dwell on the value and importance of Vaccination as a 
protection against the suffering and mortality arising from Small 
Pox ; but they desire to observe that the general practice of Vacci- 
nation will no doubt tend to diminish the labour which would 
otherwise fall upon the Medical Officer in case Small Pox, from its 
highly contagious character, should become prevalent amongst the 
jjoor in his District ; and at the same time, by tending to prevent 
the prevalence of this disease, will no doubt tend also to the saving 
ol the rates, by preventing an increase of sickness and consequent 
destitution from this cause, whereby the demands for relief at the 
cost of tlie rate-payers would be increased. 

12. The Commissioners request that this Circular may become 
municated to the Medical Officer, as well as laid before the Com- 
mittee of Management. 

By order of the Commissioners, 

W, Stamiet, Secretary. 

To the Honorary Secretary of the Committee 
of Management of each Dispensary District. 

I'orms of Notification prescribed by General Regulations of Vs!h 
December, 1853, Article 10 .(annexed to foregoing Circular). 

Foim N. Notice for Posting up at each Dispensary and other 
places in Dispensary Districts. 

NOTICE. 

Union. 

—— dispensary District, consisting of the Electoral Divisions of “* 

lue above union, [ it is desirable that such description, by Parishes or other- 
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So. I- 3-] 

,,, .irfteyta Of the District as » ill enable the poor tounderstand what 

localities are m ffldent description of the locality to be given). 

Pispensan - Medical Officer at the Dispensary, every — - 

Times of attendance of the to 0 ' c i 0 ek. Tickets fur Medical 

(brand ‘'“D *°‘? the , nrtv at the Dispensary must, be presented at the 

^^^Sonthod^herenained. 

r« 4 .Vin.a y „ ^ ^ ^ rcs idcnce to be stated). 




las 

same day where f the D; s p e nsary District meet at the 

"ft — “oTevery at — o’clock in the —noon 

to issuc Tickets for MetU01d ll0 ' 

lief in tbe above District : 

Committee of Management : 

(state names and places of residence). 

Wardens: 

(state names and places of residence). 

Relieving Officers : 

(state names and places of residence). 



(liCili Oiucci ia aivjo -- --- — _ 

person. But Vaccination is performed v 
■ Children Vaccinated gratuitously during the 

Medical Officer at the Dispensary, as above »‘critioxiea ; and ttjcy shouui oe 
afterwards brought again for examination oi the arm, on sucli U y 
Medical Officer may direct in each case. 

All persons are hereby cautioned against the ■ iS“if (h they have 

lation ; and poor persons are advised to iuescnt_ for vaccination, 

not been already successfully ^ performed at 

a? the best preservative against Small-pox. ticket or pay- 

tk Bispeusary, as above stated, on appht»to°n» vitl o » y 1 ^ 

men. being r^uired. By an Act of “nent 0 f Vac- 



tin* Act 



by Inoculation with variolous matter, or by J: . 1 , variolous mat- 

matter, or to any matter, article, or tiling unpregn. _ disease of Simili- 
ter, or wilfully by any other means whatsoever F° d iu p^ble to be pro- 
pox in any person in England, Wales, ® nv two oi more Justices of 



uddu tum nsuuu, uC imprisoned in the common gaol 
tor any term not exceeding one month.” 



By order of the Committee of Management, 

Honorary Secretary . 



, 185 - 
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Form 0. — Form for a Board or Inscription to be conspicuous! 

placed on the Exterior of each Dispensary. 1 • 



DISPENSARY. 

Open on* days and days, from to o'clock 

Vaccination gratis. Medical Officer, Dr. or Surgeon (his name \ „ t,r 
residence). 1 \ nii 

* Name the several days of the week determined upon by the Commits r 
the purpose. e .' bT 



No. 4. — Notification of Dispensary Arrangements— 
Vaccination and Inoculation: — Circular to Boards' of 
Guardians ; with Enclosures. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
3rd June, 1854. 

Sis, 

1. The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Belief of 
the Poor in Ireland transmit herewith, for the information of the 
Board of Guardians, a Copy of a Circular, dated the 2nd instant,* 
which has been addressed to the several Dispensary Committee's 
relating to Vaccination, and the Notification of the Dispensary 
Arrangements, together with a Copy of the enclosure therein :f anil 
the Commissioners request that the Guardians will be good enonjli 
to cause the proper Notifications, (Forms N & 0 1), to be supplied 
for the several Dispensary Districts and Dispensaries in the Union, 
not already duly supplied with them. 

_ 2. The Commissioners request the special attention of the Guar- 
dians to paragraphs 2* 5 of the enclosed Circular of the 2nd instant,* 
relating to the injurious and illegal practice of Inoculation with 
Small Pox virus, arid suggesting steps that may be taken with a 
view to the detection and punishment of parties committing the 
ofience referred to, where evidence of the fact can he procured. It 
is of importance, for the protection of the community against the 
spread of a malignant and highly contagions disease, that all possi- 
ble steps should bo taken to prevent the practice of Inoculation or 
the use of means calculated to produce Small Pox, and to promote 
the practice of Vaccination as a means of protection against that 
disease : and the Commissioners trust that the Guardians, as well as 
other local authorities, will use ail the means within their power 
to this end in their respective localities. 

3. TVith regard to the supply of Vaccine Lymph for the Dispen- 
saries, the Commissioners desiro to call the Guardians 1 attention to 
the Circular of 12th July, 1853, § a Copy of which is annexed; and 
request that they will make provision for ensuring effective Vaccine 
Lymph for use at the Dispensaries, from time to time, if not already 
done. 

. | iere Fne Guardians subscribe to the Cow Pock Institution 
in Dublin, for the supply of the respective Dispensary Districts in 
the Union with Vaccine Matter, you should apprize the Medical 

* No. 3, p, £>. t Pages 1 1-1B. { Pages 14, l£>. § Page 17. 
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* f ,l, e several Districts for which such subscription is made, 
oftcers of these ea ;nforme(1 of the faot) iu order that they may 

ilS to apply d ™ ct t0 the Iustitntion for tll ° L y iu P h ro i uired 

from time to time. ^ Order of the Commissioners, 

W. Stanley, Secretary. 



To the Clerk of the Board of 
Guardians of each Union. 



Escksore referred to in paragraph 3 of preceding Circular of 
3rd June, 1854. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
12(/i July, 1853. 

aB * i I am directed by tlie Commissioners for administering the 
Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland to transmit herewith, to be 
laid before the Board of Guardians, a copy of a Circular which the 
Commissioners have addressed to the Committees of Managemen 
of Dispensary Districts, relating to the duties of Medical Oft cere o 
Dispensaries under the Medical Charities Act, in regard to \ acci na- 
tion, and to. the propriety of issuing Notices as thereto annexed, it 
such Notices are not already in use: and the Commissioners 
request that the Guardians will be good enough to cause such 
Notices to be supplied, on the Committee of .any District in the 
Union furnishing the necessary particulars for the same. > 

2. With a view to the successful performance ot Vaccination, it 
i? of importance that proper Vaccine Lymph should be obtained 
and kept for use at the Dispensaries ; and with reference to the 
means of insuring proper supplies of good Lymph, the Commis- 
sioners desire to call the attention of the Guardians to their Gircu.ai 
»>f the Btli July last, in which the Commissioners stated as follows. - 
‘‘Inquiries as to the mode of procuring Vaccine Lymph, tor the use ot 
the Medical Officers of Dispensaries in the Vaccination of persons coming 
Vi thorn fur the purpose, in pursuance of § 13 of the Act, having y l 
reecived by the Commissioners, they recommend that the Board ot v*u« - 
'linns should procure the supplies that may be required for this purpose, irom 
time to time, from the Cow Pock Institution in Dublin, as already suggeste 
hy the Commissioners in their Circulars of 7th March and 19th April. « 
inrehrence to the supply of Vaccine Lymph for the Vaccination ot inmate 
>‘t th* Workhouse. The Commissioners understand that in some cases, i 
wisxs of the Board of Guardians upon the requisition of the Hectical unice 
Sul Committees of the Dispensaries for the supply of Lymph, having he 
forwarded to Druggists, or Contractors for the supply of medicines, tney 
lute procure 1 the Lymph from the Cow Pock Institution, whose charge tor 
Lymph so procured is Us. (id. per packet. It would probably be found moi 
economical and convenient for the Guardians to procure the Lymph direct: 
fom the Cow Pock Institution, the Directors of which have made arrauge- 
rnents for supplying it to the Dispensaries in Ireland on payment ot i< s. >y 
annually for each Dispensary. As this subscription will insure a regular 
aud sufficient supply of effective Lymph, -for each Dispensary District 101 
wliioh the subscription is paid, the Commissioners recommend tlmuuar- 
diaas to consider the propriety of procuring the requisite supplies in tins 

* Circular of 11th July, 1853, with Notifications attached, as since pre- 
scribed by General Order of 16th December, 1853 ; (p. 1 1-16.) 

o 
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manner, if they do not already subscribe to the Institution for thistfo 
as has been already done by the Boards of Guardians of various UrnS*' 

3. The Commissioners trust that the Guardians, as weiba/jl, 
Dispensary Committees and Medical Officers, will use every'm^ 
in their power to promote and extend the practice of Yaccinatii 
and to repress that of Inoculation with Small-pox Virus i a a ,- 
Districts wherein the latter is found to prevail. 

By Order of the Commissioners, , , 
W. Stanley, Secrelan 

To the Clerk of the Board of 
Guardians of each Union. 



No. 5. — Vaccination and Inoculation: — Circular of 
Instructions to Medical Inspectors. 

Poor Law Commission Office, dullin ' 
23rd February, -185i, ’ . 5 

Sir, 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief r: 
the Poor in Ireland, having received Reports from which it apper; 
that Inoculation with Small-pox Virus is still practised in some pirt- 
of Ireland, by itinerant Inoculators, desire to call the attention:: 
the Medical Inspectors again to the Commissioners’ Circulars of IS 
and 12th July last, of which further copies were transmitted to tie 
Boards of Guardians, and to the Committees and Medical Officers j 
Dispensary Districts, with the Commissioners’ Circulars of Sid 
December, accompanying the revised regulations for Dispense 
Districts* ; and lam directed to state, for your information, that, 
the issue of the Circulars of the lltli and 12th July, 1853, tie 
Commissioners transmitted copies of those Circulars to the Under- 
secretary, for the information of His Excellency the Lord Lieute- 
nant, at the same time stating, that the object of the Commissioner.-, 
in bringing the subject under the notice of His Excellency, lu-i 
reference to the practice which prevails in some parts of Ireland.: 
Inoculating for the Small-pox; and the Commissioners submit!:: 
for consideration, whether any thing could he done by the Police 
Authorities which might have the effect of deterring persons fra 
a violation of the law, which prohibits any practices by which tk 
disease of Small-pox may .be produced, that offence being punishable, 
under the Act 3 & 4 Vic. c. 29, § 8, by Imprisonment for Ok 
M onth. 

In reply, the Commissioners received a communication from Mijt: 
Larcoin, dated 27th August last, stating, by desire of His Excellency, 
that the matter having been brought under the consideration of p 
Inspector-General of Constabulary, he had again called the attention 
of that Force to the subject, by a Circular Order. 

The Commissioners have addressed the Board of Guardians W 
Dispensary Committees, from time to time, wherever it has hee- 
reported that Inoculation is practised by itinerant Inoculators, snl 
* Second Annual Report, 1854, Appendix. A, Nos. S, 10, 11, lb 
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, mmraeDcled tliem to consider, whether by communicating 
tfS authorities, or otherwise; the parties so practising 
Tlt l, the local 3 aml if evidence of the fact can bo obtained, 
IaociSation, if k > . ^ . a3 provided in the Act above 

“rVloHndle OonLlsioners trust that the Medical Officers 
f* rte ff d “ aid in their power in furtherance of this desirable 
'V . Lfie (vent of any cases of Inoculation coining under their 
'‘ 3 ’ Ta len endentlv of other considerations, it has been already 
d h the Commissioners’ Circular of 11th July, that the 
practice of Vaccination will, no doubt tend to diminish the 
|, I, our which would otherwise fall upon the Medical Ofccei, m case of 
' aSTfrom its highly contagious character, becoming prevalent 
n. in.Tst tli o uoor in liis District. 

Tbfcommissioners make this communication to yon for your 
information and guidance, in your inspection of the arrangements 
n the Dispensary Districts under your inspection; and they have 
. that it appears, from reports received by them, that ni 

various instances itinerant Iuoculators have been successfully pro- 
ceeded against, and, owing to the exertions of the local authorities, 
i,-, me of these parties have been arrested and committed to gaol foi 
various' terms of imprisonments' which has had the good effect, m 
same instances, not only of checking their operations i, but of muucing 
tie poor residents of the District to bring their children to the Dis- 
iiensarv, where a large number have been afterwards Vaccinated. 
The Commissioners trust that all practicable means will be adopted 
for attaining the same desirable eiul wherever possible. 

I liave the honour, &c., 

W. Stanley, Secretary . 

To each Medical Inspector. 



^ 0.6 — Vaccination and Inoculation : — Further Circular of 
Instructions to Medical Inspectors ; with two Enclosures. 



Poor Law Oownimion Office, Lublin, 
27 th Line, 1S54. 



Sib, 



I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the 
lavs for the Relief of the Poor in Ireland to transmit herewith, for 
your information an extract from a communication received from 
the Medical Officer of the Cloonbur Dispensary District, in Ougli- 
torard Union,— and a copy of a Constabulary Report, from Sub-In- 
spector Lennon, of Killashee, in Ballymahon Union, received from 
the Chief Secretary’s Office,— relating to cases of Inoculation which 
tad occurred in their respective Districts. 

The case reported by Sub-Inspector Lennon having been referred 
to the Law Adviser of the Chief Secretary’s Office, he has given his 
opinion that the parents in that case were not liable to be proceeded 
against, under section 8 of the Vaccination Extension Act., 3 A 4 
lie., cap. 29 ; that the Statute referred to being a penal statute is 
to be construed strictly, and seems to contemplate the punishment 
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of the person who actually “produces” or “ attempts to pnvW 
Small-pox by Inoculation with variolous matter, <kc. ; and he ok- 
that there is no power in the Constabulary that he is aware*?” 
procure the medical evidence sought for in that case. W *" 

There appears to be difficulty, in some cases of this kind in m 
curing the necessary evidence for the conviction of the offender' 
and the Commissioners request that you will, in any case that r‘‘ 
he brought under your notice in your district, in which an off* 
has been committed against the provisions of section S of the w 
above referred to, afford all the aid in your power with a view o 
the conviction of the offender under that section. 



To each Medical Inspector. 



I have, ire., 

W. Stanley, Secntnry, 



1 



Enclosure (A). — Extract from a Communication received fix 
Medical Officer of Cloonbur Dispensary District, in Oughteml 
Union. J j 

A woman named Joyce, I believe, has recently inoculated several i 
children for Small-pox, within this District ; and I am of opinion ir 
would not be difficult to have her convicted of the crime, if the Jtm- 
of the Believing Officer. 

Enclosure (B) — Police Report. 

County Longford, Ii illashee, May 2, 1851. 

I beg leave to state, that I have reason to believe that an infant 
belonging to James Reynolds, of Kennagli, has been lately inoculated 
with matter for the purpose of producing Small-pox. 

I saw the child last Friday, hut I was unable to judge whether it 
was for Small-pox it was inoculated, and therefore I communicate! 
with Dr. Bracken, of Ballymahon, who is the Poor Law Media! 
Attendant for that District, requesting that he would see the child, 
and inform me whether it is the supposed disease the child his ; h: 
as that gentleman has not since seen the child, nor replied to my 
communication, I beg to ask for instructions in this case : — 

1st. As to how I shall he able to procure the attendance of a 
Medical person to decide upon the nature of the complaint. 

. 2nd. In the absence of evidence against the person whoactuallr 
inoculated the child, should the parents be proceeded against f»r 
having got it done 1 See 3 & 4 Vic,, cap. 20, sec. 8. 

I understand that a great number of children have been operate! 
upoiq and I strongly suspect a quack, named Bucannon, who resides 
m this neighbourhood ; and although I have used every exertion, I 
caunot arrive at any direct evidence against him. 

(Signed), John J. Lennon, 3rd Sub-Inspector. 

^ _ Longford, May 3, 1854. 

bubmitted.— I have directed Sub-Inspector Lennon to procure a 
Medical Practitioner’s certificate, pending your instructions as to 
whether the parents of the child may be proceeded against. 

_ (Signed), Thos. Porter, 2nd County Inspector, 

l he Inspector-General. 
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„ SOLERA, and SANITARY PRECAUTIONS under 
' toe Provisions of the Nuisances Removal and 
Diseases Prevention Acts. 

v„ i —Examination of the Localities in which Cases of 
^ Fever, &c„ had occurred Circular to Boards of 

Guardi Pool' Law Commission Office, Lublin, 

3rd April, 1851. 

^ The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of 
4 ,, Poor in Ireland are of opinion that great advantage. to the 
SSwU arise were the Board of Guard, aim to ^ertam rom 
jin, entries in the Register, the previous residence of patients 
•ainiitted during the last twelve months, m the Fever Hospital 
iioarimr under Fever, with a view of directing inquiry to he made 
k.lie Relieving Officer, or other servant of the Board of Guardians, 
into the sanitary state of the pauper’s residence, and the neighboui- 
hood thereof ; and, in case of the detection of the existence of filth 
ot anv Duisance, to cause its removal, in accordance with the pio- 
visious of the Nuisances Removal and Diseases Prevention Acts. 

The Commissioners find from the Reports of the General Boaicl 
of Health, and other sources of information, that 1 over, Uiolera, 
and other infectious or epidemic diseases, revisit the same neigh- 
bourhoods, and reappear in the same houses, on the occasion oi the 
outbreak of epidemic disease, as had suffered on previous visitations , 
and the Commissioners think that no possible exertion should be 
spared to render the sanitary state of the country satisfactory, and 
so to mitigate, if not avoid, the impending danger of Gholera. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

W. Stanley, Secretary. 

To the Cleric of each Union. 



No. 2 Registry of Cases attended out of Hospital, under 

the Cholera Okder: — Instructions transmitted pom 
time to time, to Medical Officers of Cholera Districts, 
on the issue of a Cholera Order*; with. Lnclosures. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Lublin, 
1854. 

SlE 

1. Inquiries having been received from tbe Medical Officers of 
some Districts to which an Order providing for the medical relief ol 
persons affected or threatened with Cholera has been issued, as o 
the manner in which cases of Diarrhoea and of Cholera attended 
without Tickets in pursuance of such Orders should be recorde , 

* Tor the Cholera Order, see Second Annual Beport, 1854, App. A, No. 27* 
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tie Commissioners for administering tte Laws for Relief of th e p 0 , j 
in Ireland transmit the following instructions for the smidaw^; 
the Medical Officers of such Districts. 

2. The class of cases referred to, — namely, cases of Diarrhcea ard t 

of Asiatic Cholera, or its premonitory symptoms, attended without 
Tickets, — should he recorded separately from the ordinary Dhwi 
sary cases attended in pursuance of Tickets under the Medical * 
Charities Act, for which alone the ordinary Dispensary Re^hter | 
(Medical Relief Register, Form F.) is intended : and the Cemnh ! 
sioners are desirous of being furnished, from time to time w ; rt i 
returns of all cases attended under the Cholera Orders, so Ion** a- 1 
those Orders continue in force. c I 

3. A form of Return has been accordingly prepared, which will » 
serve also as a Register or record of any future oases which jay j 
occur, to he kept by the Medical Officer and submitted to the CW- 
inittee of his District at their periodical meetings. Copies of the 
Form* are enclosed herewith, and the Commissioners request that 
you will transmit to them a return in this form at the close of each 
week, retaining a duplicate of it. The return should be made up 
so as to include all cases which have occurred up to Saturday inclu- 
sive, and be transmitted so as to reach this Office on the following 
Tuesday, at latest. 

- 4. The first part of the return, (marked “I. — Summary;’) shoal 
show in the respective columns the entire numbers attended nude 
the Cholera Order, from the date of receipt of such Order to the last in 
included in the return, — namely, to the end of tho week for which . 
the return is made ; and this summary can ho made up acconlimk, 
in each weekly return, after the first, by adding to the numbers in 4 
Summary of the last previous weekly return, the numbers of new 
cases in the week for which the return is made. 

. u. The Commissioners request your special attention to tho 
second . part of the return, with a view to your ascertaining an! 
recording the particulars to be included therein as fully and accu- 
rately as possible, especially in reference to the earlier cases. The 
Commissioners, however, do not wish to trouble you to fill up 
the return No. II., in reference to all past cases: it should com- } 
mcnce with the new cases in the first week for which the retain > 
is made. j 

0. The Commissioners request that you will transmit to them , 
accordingly a return on the close of the present week, and on the 
close of each ensuing week, so long as the Cholera Order remain- 
in force in yOur District. But in any week iii which there may he 
no new cases, it will be sufficient to apprize the Commissioners of tic j 
fact, by transmitting the form merely, with a note of the fact ora j 
it : it is requested that you will be good enough to notify the font , 
on the form, rather than by letter . Further copies of the form viil ; 
hejmpplied, when required, on application to this Office. 

I.. In any instance where a ease recorded in column 1 of the ' 
Register No. II. as a case of Diarrhoea passes into Asiatic Cholera. , 
the fact should be stated accordingly; and care should be taken that | 

•' ■" • . * Enclosure, p, 24. 
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5 0 ,II.2.] Dispensary Registry of Cholera Cases. 

^ tUe MedK.1 

S. In like ® anner) “ district also attends a Cholera Hospital, 
Officer of Ae topensai y D ^ Dispensary cases, hut rafter- 

tW «W se “ “ ^H 0SD ital be not reckoned twice oyer m the total 
iriiih removed to Hosmtal, w clearlieas that a separate 

timbers. I w^he advisable,^ .g^ . and a corresponding 

r.eoTti sliould be kep i- iy 0 £ which- any requisite copies 

to* k ‘ S bee ^SCyou of informing ifie Commissioners 
E ill bo transmitted toy J w hicli cases of Asiatic Cholera, 

JSS'driSg-K?—. bj ft. B~a .f a«e— 

“ lb ” Begia- 

^ r ** ““ 

when the case is transferred to Hospital. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

Abteub Mooee, Assistant Secretary. 

To each Medical Officer of a 
Cholera District. 



* No. 5 and Enclosure ; pages 26, 2 ?. 



[Enclosuee. 
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No. 3.— Registry of Cases attended out of Hospital, under 
the Cholera Order : — Letter to Dispensary Committees, 
with Copy of foregoing Instructions to Medical Officers*. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Lublin, 

Sut, 1854. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the 
Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland to transmit herewith, for the 
information of the Dispensary Committee, a Copy of Instructions* 
which the Commissioners have addressed to the Medical Officers of 
Cholera Districts, relating to the Registry of cases of Diarrhoea and 
Cholera attended without Tickets, in pursuance of the Regulations 
contained in the Cholera Order. 

By Order of the Commissioner's, 

W. Stanley, Secretary. 

To the Honorary Secretary of the Dispensary 
Committee of each Cholera District , 



No. 4.— Registry of Cases attended out of Hospital, under 
the Cholera Order : — Letter to Boards of Guardians, 
with Copy of foregoing Instructions to Medical Officers*. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 1854. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws 
for Relief of the Poor in Ireland to transmit herewith, for the infor- 
mation of the Board of Guardians, a Copy of Instructions* which the 
Commissioners have addressed to the Medical Officers of Cholera 
Districts, relating to the Pvegistry of eases of Diarrhoea, and Cholera 
attended without Tickets, in pursuance of the Regulations contained 
in the Cholera Order. 

The Commissioners request that you will inform them, by return 
of post, whether there is any and what Hospital in the Union to 
which Cholera patients are or have been sent, since the issuo of the 
Cholera Order, under arrangements made by the Board of Guardians ; 
and if so, that you will state the names of the Hospital, and of the 
Medical Officer or Officers thereof, appointed under such arrange- 
ments, for the attendance of Cholera patients in Hospital, if any. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

W. Stanley, Secretary. 

To the Cleric of the Board of Guardians. 

* No. 2, p. 21. 
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No 5 —Registry of Cases attended under Cholera Order, 
in Hospital:— Circular of Instructions transmitted from 
time to time, to Medical Officers of Cholera Hospitals, 
after issue of such Order. 

Poor Law Commission Office , Dublin, 

„ 1834. 

Sir, 

1. The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland transmit to you herewith, for your information, 
a Copy of a Circular which they have addressed to the Medical 
Officers of Dispensary Districts* to which an Order providing for the 
Medical Relief of Cholera cases has been issued, relative to the 
mode of registering such cases, and calling for a weekly return in a 
form therein referred to, relating to cases treated by them out of 

i/ 5 The Commissioners request that yon will furnish them with 
a similar return, upon the close of the present and each succeeding 
week of Cholera Quaes admitted into Hospital under your charge, in 
pursuance. of arrangements made with the Board of Guardians. A 
Form for the Return! of such cases is enclosed herewith ; and turner 
copies of it will be supplied, when required, on application to this 

3. In regard to cases admitted into Hospital which liuve leen 
attended in the first instance by the Medical Officer of the Dispensary, 
it will not be necessary for you to make a return of those particulars 
of the ease which are more readily ascertainable by the Medical 
Officer visiting the case at the patient’s residence, as pointed out in 
paragraph 9 of the enclosed letter* ; but in other cases, not previously 
attended by the Dispensary Medical Officer, and therefore not returned 
by him, the Commissioners request that you will be good enough to 
record the particulars required by the return as fully as the infor- 
mation which you may he able to obtain may enable you. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

' Arthur Moore, Assistant Secretary. 

To Dr. , Medical Officer of 

Cholera Hospital. 



* No. 2, p. 21. 



t Page 27. 



[Eholoburb. 
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llOLOiTU.— JTavittal Ohotera Regletir. 

Cholera Hospital in Dispensary District, in — 

Register of Cases of CnowiBA or Choleraic Disease in Hospital in the above District, from 
185 , (the date of receipt of the Cholera Order,) to Saturday, the day of 



Union. 

the day of 

, 1854, inclusive. 



j, Summary : being a Return of the Total Number of such Cases attended by the Medical Officer, 

in Hospital, during the above period. 



D “““- 


Total Number 
of previous 
Weekly Ret am. 


Pr ?£df‘ rn 


Cases' Recovered. 


Remaining 


Total. 


*— 


Diarrliffia, English Cholera, or 
of Asiatic Cholera, . 








1 






Total, . . 















II. Register of New Cases included in Column 3 of foregoing Table No. 1. 




(Date,) of 1854. 
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0 Sanitary Precautions against Cholera and other 

Epidemic Disease Circular to New Dispensary Com- 
mittees ; with Enclosures. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
g m 17th May, 1854. 

’ 1 The Commissioners for administering the Lairs for Relief 
of the Poor Ireland desire to call the attention of the Dispensary 
Committees recently appointed for the current year, to the Circular 
of Instructions to the late Committees, dated 12th October last* 
relating to the duties imposed on the Dispensary Committees and 
their Medical Officers hy § 10 of the Medical Chanties Act by 
which they are required to aid in carrying into effect the Directions 
and Regulations issued under the Nuisances Removal and Diseases 
Prevention Acts, in their respective Districts. 

o The Commissioners accordingly transmit, annexed hereto, a 
copy of the above Circular,* together with the Directions and Regu- 
lations of 20th September, 1853, t (which still continue in force 
under the Orders in Council of 17th September and 9th March last,) 
and copies of explanatory Circulars,) as well as a set of the Eorms) 
therein referred to, further copies of which should be obtained, from 
time to time when required, in the usual manner, by application to 
the Board of Guardians for the same. _ 

3. Cholera having appeared in various parts of Ireland during 
the present year, the Commissioners deem it right to point out to 
the present Committees as well as other local authorities, the import- 
ance of timely sanitary precautions being taken in their respective 
localities against any fresh appearance or extension of the disease, 
and the necessity of continued vigilance to prevent fresh accumulations 
of filth and nuisances, in localities which may have been already 
cleansed : aud the Commissioners request the attention of the Com- 
mittee to the following paragraph in the Circular of 19 Oct., 1852 
• “ The Commissioners desire to impress on the Guardians the importance 
of any precautionary measures "which they are empowered to carry into 
effect, in the removal of Nuisances & c., being adopted before the appearance 
of Epidemic Disease;' inasmuch as many measures of this nature which 
might be safely and advantageously resorted to at the present time, might 
tend to aggravate the evil they are intended to provide against and alleviate, 

• if deferred until the actual appearance of such Disease The Commissioners 
desire further to point out that any such measures will also be of service as 
precautions against Epidemic Fever. Typhus Fever has long been the 
scourge of Ireland, attributable in a great measure no doubt to causes not 
removable by the Guardians, but also, to a very great extent, the result of 
tiie undrained filthy state of the worst parts of almost every Irish town, 
unknown and unvisited by those in better circumstances ; but when once 
Fever is prevalent, it extends its ravages to all classes, and is even more 
fatal to the rich than to the poor. It may at the same time be observed 
that any precautions of the kind herein adverted to, which tend to prevent 
or diminish the prevalance or virulence of epidemic or contagious disease 
amongst the po,.r, will no doubt tend also to the saving of the rates, by 
diminishing the demands for relief at the cost of the rates.” 

4. The result of past experience and inquiry tends to show that 
Fever, Cholera, and other infectious or epidemic diseases, revisit 

* Enclosure i., p. 30 . 

t See Second Annual Report, 1854, App. A, Nos. 18-26, 
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tlie same neighbourhoods and reappear in tbe same houses, on the 
occasion of the outbreak of epidemic disease ; and the Commissioners 
think that no possible exertion should he spared to render the 
sanitary state of the country satisfactory, and so to mitigate, if not 
avoid, the impending danger of Cholera, They accordingly recom- 
mend the Committee, while taking steps for the abatement of 
Nuisances and the removal of causes unjnrious to health, throughout 
their District, to direct their attention especially to any localities 
in which Cholera or Fever, or other epidemic disease, has prevailed 
on former occasions ; and with this view it would he advisable to 
ascertain from the entries in the Medical Relief Register, the previous 
residence of any patients treated for Fever as Dispensary patients 
or removed to a Fever Hospital, during the last twelve mouths, with 
a view to cause inquiry to be made into the sanitary state of the 
patient’s residence, and of tho neighbourhood thereof ; and in case 
of the existence of any filth or nuisance in the house or neighbour- 
hood in which the case occurred, being discovered, to cause its 
removal, in accordance with the provisions of the Nuisances Removal 
and Diseases Prevention Acts, without delay. 

5. The attention of the Committee is requested to paragraphs 5 
and 6 of the annexed Circular of 12th October last,* suggesting that 
for the purpose of co-operating with the Board of Guardians in 
carrying into effect the provisions of those Acts, the Oommitteeshould 
meet at shorter intervals than is requisite for the ordinary purposes 
of the Dispensary ; and that they should obtain tlie assistance of 
the Medical Officer in certifying tlie existence of nuisances which 
may come under his notice in the course of his attendances at tlie 
residences of Dispensary patients, in pursuance of the provisions of 
the Act there referred to. 

By order of the Commissioners, 

W. Stanley, Secretary. 

To the Honorary Secretary of each 
Dispensary Committee. 

Enclosures transmitted with foregoing Circular. 

Nuisances Removal ancl Diseases Prevention Acts of 1848 and 1849, (11 &_12 
Vic., a. 123, and 12 & 13 Vie., c. Ill); and § 19 of Medical Charities 
Act of 1851, (14 & 15 Vic., c. 88.) 

Extracts from Circulars of 19th October 1852, and 21st September, 1853.f 
General Order of 20tli September, 1853, containing Directions and Regula- 
tions issued in pursuance of § 10 of the Act of 1848, and under the Order 
in Council of 17th September, 1853, renewed by Order in Council of 9th 
March, 1854, for six months from tlie latter date. J 
Circular to Boards of Guardians of 30th September, 1853. % 

Circular to Boards of Guardians! f Stating tbe cases to which the Forms* 
of 5th October, 1853 [ J for proceedings in the removal of Nui- 

Circular to Boards of Guardians J j sauces are applicable, and the mode in 
of 12th October, 1853 J l which they should be used. 

Circular to Dispensary Committees, of 12 Oct., 1853: (annexed hereto.*) 
Circulars to Boards of Guardians of 25th November, 1853, as to services of 
the Constabulary. J 

Forms, (No. 1 A, 1 B, 1 C; No. 2 ; No. 3,) for use in manner pointed out 
in Circulars of 5th and. 12th October, 1853, in proceedings for the abate- 
ment of Nuisances &c.J ’ _ 

* Enclosure i., p. 30. t Enclosure ii., pages 31-33. 

4 Second Annual Report, 1854 , App. A^Nos. 18, 21* 22 , 23 , 24 , 26 . 
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annexed to foregoing 

Circular of 11th May, 18 5i,jtnd referred to therein. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

\2th October, 1853. 

i Tlip Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of 
1. l ne LOI directed me to forward to the Dispensary 

the Poor in Ireland i ’ dueet M me ^ p ^ ^ 

Committee “““P g J 0 f the Nmsances Removal and Diseases 

prepared foi t ie 1 1 * The Commissioners also trails- 

S V rS 3 3Sa by them on the 5th. and 18th 
, ‘tant respectively, to Boards of Guardians, - accompanying copies 

pensary Districts as well as > ^ Districts, to aid the Guardians 

under that Act P p as they sliall appoint or 

«d execution of the directions am 
Regulations issued by the Commissioners, m . pursuance of the Orfe 
in Council putting in force certarn provisions of tire Nmsauces 
Removal and Diseases Prevention Acts of 184b and lo4J. 

3 In many cases, the Boards of Guardians have themselves 
already appointed the Dispensary Committees to be Sanitary Com- 
mittees! for the purposes of these Acts, and have called upon them 
to afford their aid, in their respective Districts and localities, 
carrvinf into effect the Directions and Regulations referred to: and 
the "Commissioners deem it expedient. to transmit tc .the several 
Committees, direct, a copy of those Directions and Regulahonst 
which they! and the Medical Officers of the respective Districts, are 
bound to aid the Guardians in carrying into effect, whether specia y 
appointed by them for the purpose or not. 

4. The Commissioners accordingly enclose herewith a C( W ot * 
Directions and Regulations issued by them under the Nm^nees 
Removal and Diseases Prevention Acts, together with expbnato y 
Circulars which they have issued to the Boards of Guardians of the 
respective Unions in Ireland, for their guidance ; copies of the Act 
are also enclosed herewith ; and the Commissioners trust that the 
Board of Guardians will receive from the Committees of Manage 
ment, and the Medical Officers of Dispensary Districts, at t ie pr J 
sent time, in their respective localities, tlieir cordial aid i ■ 
co-operation in carrying into effect the provisions of the Acts lor 
the removal of Nuisances and the prevention (as far as possible) 

eP ?^tfr;iew, it is desirable that the Dispensary Committee, 
acting as a Sanitary Committee, should meet at shorter vrtterv a s 



* Forms, No. 1, A, B, C; No. 2; No. 3; Second Annual Report, 185b 
App. A, No. 23. 

t General Qrie'r "of 20tli Sept., 1653 ; 2nd Annual Report 1854, App. A. 
No. 18. . 
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is prescribed bp the General Rules for the ordinary purposes of the 
dispensary business ; and the Commissioners refer to the enclosed 
Directions and Regulations and accompanying communications, as 
indicating the objects to which their attention should be directed in 
their respective localities, and the mode in which their aid may he 
effectively rendered to the Guardians, to whom the Committee should 
report at each of the weekly meetings of the Board, as to the steps 
taken in the execution of the Directions and Regulations, — as to 
any Nuisances existing or in course of removal in the District, — and 
as to the sanitary state of the District generally. 

6. The Commissioners request that the Committee will communi- 
cate the contents of this Letter to the Medical Officer or Officers of 
the Dispensary District, each of whom should also be furnished with 
copies of the Form of Certificate (No. 1 A),* with a view to his cer- 
tifying the existence of anyNuisances such as are therein described, in 
accordance with the 6th section of the Act of 1849, in order to tho 
necessary steps being taken for the abatement or removal of any 
such causes of injury to health. 

7. For any further copies of any of the Forms that may he 
required, application should he made to the Board of Guardians ; 
and if the Notice recommended in the Commissioners’ Circular of 
30th ultimo, has not yet boon circulated and posted for public 
information in the District, application should likewise be made to 
the Guardians for copies of it for that purpose. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

To the Honorary Secretary of the W. Stanlei, Secretary. 
Committee of Management of 
each Dispensary District. 



ii. Extracts referred to in foregoing Circular of 17th May, 1854, as 
to Removal of Nuisances, fyc. 

Extbacts from Circular to Boards of Guardians, dated 19th 
October, 1852, in reference to the Nuisances Removal and Diseases 
Prevention Acts (11 & 12 Vic., c. 123, and 12 & 13 Vic., c. 111). 
The appearance of Asiatic Cholera as an Epidemic in parts of the 
Continent of Europe renders it desirable that the attention of the 
Guardians should be directed to those steps which may he taken in 
the removal of Nuisances, &c., as precautionary measures for the 
preservation of health : and to this end, the careful and vigilant 
attention of all those public and local bodies to whom authority is 
given for enforcing sanitary precautions, and the removal of causes 
which may he injurious to health at any time, and especially in the 
event of the recurrence of Epidemic Disease in this country, appears 
to be demanded at the present time : and the Commissioners will 
be prepared to afford the Guardians any advice and assistance in 
their power in reference to these objects. 

The Commissioners desire to impress on the Guardians the im- 
portance of any precautionary measures which they are empowered 
to carry into effect, in the removal of N uisances, &c., being adopted 

* 3?orms, Second Annual Report, 1854; App. A, No. 23. 
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More the appearance of Epidemic Disease ; inasmuch as many 
measures of this nature which might be safely and advantageously 
resorted to at the present time, unght tend to aggravate the evd 

further ’to pohitont that any such measures will also bo of sen-ice 
a pracantions against Epidemic Fever. Typhus Fever has long 
been the scourge of Ireland, attributable m a great measure no 
doubt to causes not removable by the Guardians, hut also to a very 
creat extent, the result of the undramed filthy state of the worst 
parts of almost every Irish town, unknown and unyisited by those 
in better circumstances; hut when once Fever is prevalent,, t 
extends its ravages to all classes, and is even more fatal to the rich 
tWo the poor. It may at the same time he observed, that any 
precautions of the kind herein adverted to, which tend to prevent 
o diminish the prevalence or virulence of epidemic or contagious 
disease amongst the poor, will no doubt tend also to the saving of 
the rates, by diminishing the demands for relief at the cost of the 

^tinder $ I of the first-named Act (11 & 12 Vie., c. 123, Act of 
184S1 the Board of Guardians and other local authorities therein 
designated are empowered, incase of complaint, to take proceedings 
for the abatement of Nuisances in connexion with houses or 
property, for the cost of abating which the owners or occupiers of 
die premises are responsible. On receipt ol a Notice signed by two 
or more inhabitant householders, representing the existence of any 
of the causes of complaint described in the Act, and sotting forth 
that the premises referred to in such Notice arc m such a condition 
as to be a Nuisance or injurious to health, the Guardians aie em- 
powered, after due examination, to proceed against the owner or 
occupier of the premises in manner provided m the Act, with a 
view to the removal of the cause of complaint if the same be not 
previously abated : and in case of his non-compliance with any 
order of Justices in this behalf, the Guardians or other authorities 
named for the purpose, may themselves cause the Nuisance to be 
abated and removed. Sections 3 and -1 provide for tlio payment o 
the costs and expenses thus incurred, which should he recovered 
from the owners or occupiers ns therein provided, wherever prac- 
ticable : but the latter section is so far modified by § l of the second 
\ot (12 & 13 Vic., c. Ill, Act of 1S49), that such expenses incurred 
by the Guardians may, in certain cases described, whore not so 
recoverable, be charged by the Guardians upon the Poor-rates o 
the Electoral Division in which the premises are situate. It will 
be observed that under § 6 of the second Act, Justices may ac 
in Petty Sessions in cases brought before them under these Ac s, 
although they may he ex-officio Guardians of the Union. 

The powers given by § 1 of the first Act, for the remora y 
Nuisances, are extended by § 6 of the second Act, which dispense:, 
with the necessity of a notice from householders, and enables tie 
Board of Guardians and other local authorities to take procce mgs 
for the removal of any of the causes of complaint specified in e 
first Act, upon a Certificate of their existence from any Medical or 
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Relieving Officer of tlio Union, or from two Constables. The 
Guardians are thus enabled themselves to take measures for the 
removal of Nuisances by the agency of their own Officers : and. the 
Commissioners request the attention of the Guardians to the subject 
with a view to their considering the propriety of calling upon the 
Medical and Relieving Officers of the Union to certify to them from 
time to time any Nuisances of tlie kinds described in the Act, winch 
may come under their notice in the course of their performance of the 
duties of their office in their respective Districts, so far as this may 
be practicable without interfering with their ordinary duties. 

The Form of Certificate of the Medical or Relieving Officer may 
be similar to the Form of Notice (Schedule A), for the use of house- 
holders, as annexed to the first Act, or to the like eflect ; and it 
may be convenient for tlio Guardians, with a view to avoid un- 
necessary delay and expense, to cause their Relieving Officers to be 
provided with blank Forms of Certificate, to be filled up where 
they "find such Nuisances to exist, and to instruct them to leave a 
awn of any such Certificate with the occupier of the premises to which it 
■ may relate, with a view to the latter removing the cause of complaint 
■without a resort to legal proceedings. This, however, would not 
dispense with the necessity of any of the other steps prescribed by 
5 1 of the Act, whereveritis necessary to go on with such proceedings 

The authorities who are empowered to take steps for the removal 
of Nuisances are designated in § 1 of the Nuisances Removal and 
Diseases Prevention Act of 184S, and in § G ol the Amendment 
Act of 1S49. Where there is in any Town, Parish, or other locality 
within any Union, a Town Council, Trustees, Commissioners, 
Officers of Health, or other local body, it is probable that these 
Officers, being, on the spot in their respective localities, may be 
able more effectively to carry into effect such measures as may be 
necessary for tbe removal of Nuisances, in tliose localities, than the 
Board of Guardians of the Union at large: but the Board ot 
Guardians, although authorized to incur certain expenses themselves 
in certain cases, arc not authorized to provide other bodies wit 1 
funds for the purposes referred to. . 

The existence of such bodies, however, does not deprive the 
Board of Guardians of their own powers and functions m the same 
localities : and § C of the second Act appears to devolve tlie duties 
in question more immediately upon tlie Guardians. Under 5 1 0 
the first Act, the Board of Guardians can, ii they think fit, appoint 
a Committee of Members of their own body, for the purpose ot 
carrying into effect the provisions in question ; and this power 
may enable the Board of Guardians to provide more effectively an 
conveniently for the duo execution of the Acts in remote par s o 
the Union, where there may he no other body authorized to take 
the necessary proceedings in this behalf ; such Committees repor 
ing then' proceedings from time to time to the Board of Guardians 
at their Weekly Meetings. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

Arthur Moore, Assistant Secretary. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Circulars of Instructions, fyc. 



[App. A, 



34 

Extract from a Circular issued to Boards of Guardians by the 
Poor Law Commissioners, dated 21st September, 1853, on the 
issue of the Directions and Regulations of 20th September, 1853. 

The Commissioners desire further to point out sections of both Acts 
containing provisions now required to be promptly earned into effect. 

Section 10 of the Act of 1848, under which the Commissioners 
have issued their Order containing the Directions and Regulations 
deemed to he primarily necessary, directs, that the Guardians or 
their Officers shall superintend and see to the execution of such 
Directions and Regulations; and whore there may be default or 
delay in their execution, through neglect of Public Officers having 
the care and management of streets, public ways, and places, or by 
reason of the poverty of occupiers of bouses and tenements, the 
Guardians of the Poor of the Union are to provide for or aid m the 
execution of such Directions and Regulations. 

Section 13 (Act of 1848): the Guardians of the Poor, or their 
Officers employed for the purpose, may, at reasonable hours m the 
daytime, enter into and inspect any dwelling or place if there be 
ground for believing that there exists tberem any filth or matter 
dangerous to health, or that there may be any necessity for executing 
therein any of the Directions or Regulations of tlie Commissioners, 
Section 16, (Act of 1848,) imposes penalties for obstructing the 
execution of the Act. .. » ^ , 

Section 4 (Act of 1849,) empowers the Guardians of the Poor to 
direct prosecutions for the wilful violation or neglect of the Com- 
missioners’ Directions or Regulations. 

Section 14, (Act of 1848,) enables the Guardiaus of the Poor to 
defray out of the Poor-rates the expenses incurred by them in exe- 
cution of the Directions or Regulations of the Commissioners; and 
by the 19th Section of tlie Medical Chanties Act, (14 & 15 Vic., 
cap. 68,) it is provided that all expenses so incurred shall be charged 
on the Poor-rates of tlie respective Electoral Divisions. 

Bv the same Section of the Medical Charities Act, it is directed 
that" all Committees, Inspectors, Medical Officers, and other persons 
employed under that Act, shall, in their respective Districts, aid the 
Guardians of the Poor and their Officers in the execution of any 
Directions or Regulations issued by tlie Commissioners, under the 
Nuisances Removal and Diseases Prevention Acts. , 

Section 6, (Act of 1849,) and Sections 1 & 3, (Act of 1848,) give 
the Guardians powers for enforcing the removal of Nuisances by the 
owners or occupiers of premises in which they may be .found to 
exist, or for recovery of the expenses incurred where the Nuisances 
may not be removed by owners or occupiers ; but the Guardians 
should keep in view the- power given to them by Section 10 tor 
Removal of Nuisances- where, by reason of poverty, the occupiers , 
cannot comply with the Commissioners’ Directions and Regulations. 

Section 7, (Act of 1849,) enables the Guardians of tlie Poor to 
defray, out of the Poor-rates, expenses incurred in having -Nui- 
sances removed from premises, when not recovered from owners or 
occupiers. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

W. Stanley, Secretary. 
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iii. Circular to Boards of Guardians as to the Services of the. Con- 
stabulary in CERTIFYING NUISANCES aild SERVING NOTICES Oil 

the Parties. , , 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
g IK 25th November, 1853. 

’ 1, Adverting to paragraph 7 of tlie Circular addressed by the 
Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland, on the 12th ultimo, to Boards of Guardians of Unions in 
Ireland’ relating to proceedings to be taken under the Nuisances 
Removal and Diseases Prevention Acts, and to the Instructions 
issued by the Inspector-General of the Constabulary, in which it 
was stated that the Constabulary had been directed to give a Notice or 
Certificate to the Guardians , , in pursuance of § 6 of the Act of 1849, 
of any Nuisances of which they may receive credible information, and 
also to go in quest of Nuisances whenever they can be spared from the 
discharge of their more peculiar duties ; the Commissioners have now 
to state, for the information of Boards of Guardians and the Sanitary 
Committees appointed by them, that the Commissioners have 
received a further communication, by direction of liis Excellency 
the Lord Lieutenant, from the Chief Secretary’s Office, informing 
them that the Constabulary will be instructed to issue Notices to parties 
for the Removal of Nuisances, such Notices being forwarded to the Con- 
stabulary by the Cleric of the Board of Guardians acting for the Board 
officially, or by the Presiding Chairman or Honorary Secretary or 
Assistant Secretary of the Sanitary Committee acting officially for the 
Committee ; it being understood that all subsequent proceedings after 
the service of such Notices by the Constabulary, shall be carried on 
by the Boards of Guardians and the Sanitary Committees by means 
of their own Officers. 

2. After receipt of the Certificate of the Constabulary, of the - 

existence of Nuisances, and the service of the consequent Notices to 
the parties concerned, (Forms No. 2 and No. 3, respectively,*' referred 
to in paragraphs 4 and 5 of the Circular of 5th ultimo,) for the 
removal or abatement of the Nuisances, the remaining functions of 
the Guardians in abating the Nuisances reported to them, as already 
intimated in the Circular of 12th ultimo, must he performed by per- 
sons directly employed under their own authority, the Guardians 
making use of their ordinary staff of Officers for the purpose as far 
as practicable. / . 

3. A sufficient number of copies of tbe present Circular, showing- 
to what extent the assistance of the Constabulary will now be avail- 
able, is forwarded herewith, for transmission to tbe several Sanitary 
Committees appointed by the Board of Guardians, in pursuance of 
the Nuisances Removal and Diseases Prevention Acts and the 
Medical Charities Act ; and the Commissioners request that the; 
Board of Guardians will cause a copy of this Circular to be trans- 
mitted to each of such Committees accordingly, for their informa- 
tion and guidance. 

By Order of the Commissioners, - 

Arthur Moore, Assistant Secretary. 

To the Cleric of the Board of 
Guardians of each 'Union. 

* Forms, Second Annual Report, 1854, A-pp. A, No. 23. 

D 2 
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No 7— Cholera; Sanitary Precautions Further Cir- 
cular to Boards of Guardians ; -with Enclosures. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
g IR 18iA May, 1854. 

’ 1 Having reason to apprehend that in some Unions the Guar- 
dians are relaxing their exertions for putting into execution the 
provisions of the Nuisances Removal and Diseases Prevention 
lets and that in some Districts no steps are at present being 
taken for enforcing the necessary sanitary precautions m pursu- 
ance of those Acts, the Commissioners lor administering the 
Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland consider it right, at the 
present time, to call the attention of the Guai dians again to this 
subject. Although Cholera, which lias appeared in various parts 
of Ireland during the present year, does not now prevail as au 
epidemic, the local authorities charged with the execution of the 
provisions of the above Acts should still use every means in their 
bower to place all localities under their charge m as satisfactory 
a condition as is attainable in this respect, by the timely adoption 
of all possible sanitary precautions against any fresh appearance 
or extension of the disease, by taking measures for the cleansing 
of localities still requiring it, and for the abatement of any nui- 
sances and matters injurious to health which still exist, and by 
adopting means to 'prevent the fresh accumulation of filth and nuisances 
in localities which may have been already cleansed and temporarily 
freed from these evils. 

2. For this purpose, continued vigilance on the part ot the 
Guardians and their officers is necessary ; and the Commissioners 
desire to call the attention of the Guardians to paragraphs 4 and 
5 of the Circular to Boards of Guardians of 12th October last, 
relative to the proper constitution of Committees tor the purpose 
of carrying into effect the provisions of the above Acts. If Com- 
mittees of Guardians have not yet been constituted since -the 
recent general election of Guardians for the present year, the 
Commissioners recommend the Guardians at once to appoint 
Committees in accordance with that Circular, for the several 
Towns and Districts of the Union ; and the Guardians should 
require their Officers to use every exertion, compatible with the 
due performance of then* ordinary duties, in aid of the Guardians 
and their Committees in the suppression of nuisances in all parts 
of the Union, in cleansing especially neighbourhoods inhabited 
by the poorer classes, and in whitewashing their abodes, when- 
ever it is necessary, from the poverty of the occupiers or other 
causes, that this should he done by the Guardians or other local 
authorities. 

3. The Commissioners have addressed the several Dispensary 
Committees recently constituted for the present year, on this sub- 
ject ; and enclose herewith, for the information of the Guardians, 
a copy of the Circular which the Commissioners have addressed 
to those Committees]-, together with copies of the enclosures! 
therein referred to; and the Commissioners desire to call the 

* Second Annual Report, 1854, App. A.» No. 24. t No. 6, p. 28 . 

X List of enclosures referred to, p, 29. 
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attention of the Guardians to the following passage in the Cir- 
cular of 19th October, 1852 

“The Commissioners desire to impress on the Guardians the importance 
of anv precautionary measures which they are empowered to carry into 
effect* in the removal of nuisances, &e. , being adopted before the appearance 
of epidemic disease ; inasmuch as many measures of this nature which might 
he safely and advantageously resorted to at the present time, might tend to 
aggravate the evil they arc intended to provide against and alleviate, if 
deferred until the actual appearance of such disease. The Commissioners 
desire further to point out that, any such measures will also he of service as 
precautions against epidemic Fever. Typhus Fever 1ms long been the 
scourge of Ireland, attributable in a great measure, no doubt, to causes not 
removable by the Guardians, hut, also, to a very great extent, the result of 
the undrained filthy state of the worst parts of almost every Irish town, 
unknown and unvisited by those in better circumstances : hut when once 
Fever is prevalent, it extends its ravages to all classes, and is even more 
fatal to the rich than to the poor. It may, at the same time, ho observed, 
that any precautions of the kind herein adverted to, which tend to prevent 
or diminish the prevalence or virulence of epidemic or contagious disease 
amongst the poor, will, no doubt, tend also to the saving of tile rates, by 
diminishing the demands for relief at the cost of the rates." 

By Order of tlie Commissioners, 

W. Stanley, Secretary. 

To the Clerk of the Board of 
Guardians of each Union. 

No, 8 Cholera, and Sanitary Precautions Further 

Circular to Boards of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Lublin, 
Siii, 'i2rd September, 185-1. 

1. The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Belief 
of the Poor in Ireland desire me to state that the prevalence of 
Cholera at this time, in a very severe form, in some parts of the 
United Kingdom, and its presence in some towns in the North 
of Ireland, and in the immediate neighbourhood of the City of 
Dublin, lead them to address to the Guardians of each Union in 
Ireland a farther communication on the subject of their duties in. 
reference to the epidemic, and to remind them of the provisions 
of the law, and of the regulations and arrangements subsisting 
under the orders of the Commissioners for the removal of nui- 
sances and the prevention and mitigation of disease. 

2. By a recent Order in Council, renewing previous Orders, 
the arrangements and regulations above referred to are continued 
in force for a further period of Six Months. 

3. The Commissioners will, in the first place, advert to the 
public duties which devolve on the Board of Guardians under 
the provisions of the Acts of Parliament, and which are of a per- 
manent character. 

4. These relate chiefly to the abatement of nuisances and 
matters injurious to health, on private premises, dwellings, or 
buildings, under section 1 of the Nuisances Removal and 
Diseases Prevention Act of 1848, as pointed out in the Circular 
of 5th October last. On receipt of a notice from any two or 
more inhabitant householders, or a certificate of the existence 
of any of the causes of complaint specified in section 1 of 
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the Act of 1848, from any Medical Officer of the Union, or a 
Relieving Officer, or anv two constables of the Constabulary or 
Police Force of the District, under section ti of the Act of 1849, 
the Guardians are required and directed by the provisions of these 
Acts to proceed in manner pointed out in section 1 of the Act of 
1 8 4.8 Forms for such notices and certificates, foi the use of the 
several parties described, have been already prepared and issued 
by the Commissioners, with instructions as to the use of them, 
in their Circulars of 5th and 12th October last. Those Circulars, 
and the subsequent Circular of 18th May last, with the documents 
accompanying it, point out the course of proceeding to be adopted; 
and the attention of the Guardians is especially requested to the 
Circulars of 21st September and 5th October last. 

5 The powers abovo referred to are to he exercised perma- 
nently by the Board of Guardians and other public bodies, and 
have reference not to Cholera alone, but to other diseases, the 
prevention of which depends on sanitary measures of the nature 

indicated. , 

6. Under the Orders in Council, which have only a temporary 
character, the Commissioners have issued Directions and Regu- 
lations, as contained in the General Order of 20tli September, 
1853, providing for the frequent and effectual cleansing; of all 
streets, rows, lanes, courts, alleys, and passages, and public ways 
and places, and the removal of all filth and nuisances therefrom, 
by the local authorities intrusted by law with the care and manage- 
ment of the streets and other public ways and places ; and like- 
wise providing for the cleansing of, and removal of nuisances 
from dwelling-houses and other premises, by the owner or occu- 
pier, and persons having the care or ordering of such dwelling- 
house, or of the premises where the nuisance or matter injurious 
to health may be, who are required to cleanse, whitewash, or 
otherwise purify, as the ease may require, such dwelling-house or 
building, or abate or remove the nuisance or matter injurious to 
health, with all reasonable speed. 

7. The same Order of 20th September, 1853, further author- 
izes and requires the Guardians of the Poor, by themselves, or 
their respective officers, to superintend and see to the execution 
of the Directions and regulations contained therein, within their 
respective Unions ; and, where there may be any default or delay 
in the execution of such Directions and Regulations, or any of 
them, in any Union, or portion thereof, by want or neglect of the 
Surveyors, Trustees, or others intrusted with the care and manage- 
ment of the public ways and places, or by reason of the poverty 
of occupiers or otherwise, the Guardians are authorized and 
required to cause such Directions and Regulations to be carried 
into execution, and to do all acts, matters, and things necessary 
for superintending or aiding in the execution of suehDirectionsand 
Regulations, or for executing the same, as the case may require. 

8. So long as the Order in Council, and the Directions and 
Regulations issued in pursuance thereof, remain in force, the 
responsibility of seeing that they are duly carried into effect by 
the proper parties, or of themselves carrying them into exeeution, 
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is imposed by the Act of Parliament, upon the Guardians, as 
fw set forth. No time should be lost m the adoption oi the 
neeessary precautions, if not already taken, in those districts m 
which the Cholera does not yet prevail. In regard to any District, 
in which the disease is prevalent as an epidemic, much caution 
■will be necessary in the disturbance of matters which might be 
safely removed or dealt with at other times ; and the Commis- 
sioners again press on the attention of the Guardians the import- 
ance of the precautionary measures which they are empowered to 
carry into effect, in the removal of nuisances, &a., being adopted 
Wore the appearance of epidemic disease ; inasmuch as many 
measures of this nature which might he safely and advantageously 
reported to at such a time, might tend to aggravate the evil they 
are intended to provide against and alleviate, if deferred until rthe 
actual appearance of epidemic disease m the District. -I he 
powers which the Guardians have for carrying into effect the 
necessary sanitary measures have been already pointed out m the 
Circulars above referred to; and it lias been intimated to the 
Guardians that the Constabulary Force would, as far as then- 
other duties admit, co-operate with the Poor Law authorities in 
carrying out the provisions of the Nuisances Removal and 
Diseases Prevention Acts. The manner in winch their assist- 
ance may he made available has been pointed out in the Circular 
of 25th November last. ''!... 

9, The Order of 80th September, 1853, above referred to, is in 
force throughout the whole of Ireland ; but those powers which 
the Commissioners have thought it best to exercise by a separate 
Order on the appearance, or threatened appearance, of Cholera in 
any District, are shown in the form of Order contained m the 
Appendix (App. A., No, 37;, to their Second Annual Report 
under the Medical Charities Act; and to the provisions of that 
Order, available as it is immediately on tlie appearance ot Cho- 
lera in any Union, the Commissioners wish to draw the especiaL 
attention of the Guardians at the present time, when there is 
reason to apprehend that Cholera may be impending. 

' 10. Under this Order, the organization already existing under 

die Medical Charities Act is made applicable at once to the 
treatment of Cholera ; the Medical Officers of Dispensaries being 
required to attend all cases of Cholera or Diarrhoea, without ticket 

or recommendation. . M 

11. This essential duty is not imposed on the Medical Officer 
under the Medical Charities Act, hut under the provisions of the 
Nuisances Removal and Diseases Prevention Act, which author- 
kes the Commissioners to issue Orders to Boards of Guardians 
and Medical Officers for the treatment of epidemic disease, while 



an Order in Council is in force under that Act. . 

12. It is clear from this statement, that the services ot a Dis- 
pensaty Medical Officer, under the Cholera Order are entitled to 
special remuneration, distinct from his salary under the e ica 
Charities Act. He is bound, however, to give those sen-ices with- 
out any previous arrangement as to' the amount of remuneration . 
and the most convenient and sutisfactaryiway.of determining he 
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amount, is to leave the subject for consideration after the termi- 
nation of the period of special service, when the extent of duty 
actually done can he clearly ascertained. 

13. By thus availing themselves of the Dispensary organization, 
the Commissioners are enabled to provide at once for the treat- 
ment of Cholera when appearing sporadically in any part of Ire- 
land, without incurring any expense disproportionate to the 
sendees actually rendered. 

14. If Cholera should prevail in any District so as to require 
additional Medical assistance, or the provision of Hospital accom- 
modation, these measures are within the powers of the Guardians, 
under the 10th and 14th sections of the Nuisances Removal and 
Diseases Prevention Act of 1848 (11 & 12 Vic., cap. 123), and 
should he promptly adopted when sufficient occasion is considered 
to arise. 

15. With regard to the treatment of Cholera, the Commis* 
sioners have communicated to the Medical Officers of Dispen- 
saries the opinions promulgated by the late Central Board of 
Health in 1848 and 1849; and likewise a Report of the Koval 
College of Physicians in Ireland adopted on 0th October, 1SD3. 
The professional advice proceeding from these high sources need 
not be dwelt upon in tills Circular ; but the Commissioners 
request special attention to the learnings therein given to individuals 
not to neglect the first symptoms of looseness of bowels, especially if unat- 
tended by pain ; not to take aperient medicines , as castor oil , salts, 
without medical advice ; to go to led immediately, and to preserve a 
recumbent position ; to keep up warmth by warm coverings, bottles of 
hot water, heated bricks, or friction ,■ to take warm stimulants, as punch, 
negus , or mulled port wine, in moderate quantity ; an d to olitainmedical 
advice as quickly as possible. 

16. These are precautions which, as they afford the most effec- 
tual means of safety, and are at the same time the most available 
generally, cannot he too much or too often urged on the attention 
of the public; and there is reason to think that the publicity given 
to the above and to other similar recommendations has already 
had a great effect in checking the spread of Cholera in this coun- 
try, in many parts of which it has existed in a sporadic, and in 
only a few places in an epidemic form, during the course of the 
current year. 

17. The Commissioners strongly recommend, therefore, at the 
present time, the re-publication of the form of notice to house- 
holders contained in their Circular Letter of 30th September, 
1853, containing precautions as to diet, drink, clothing, air, 
cleanliness, and exercise ; and on the actual appearance of 
Cholera in any district, a public notice in few words, pointing 
out what each individual attacked by looseness of bowels ought 
to do, as stated above in paragraph 15, until Medical advice can 
he procured. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

W. Stanley, Secretary. 

To the Clerk of the Board of 
Guardians of each Union. 
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v n g Cholera Further Circular to Medical Officers .of 

Dispensary Districts, requiring them to report Cholera 
Cases occurring in their respective Districts. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
gist October, 1804. 



Sib, 



I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the 
T aws for Belief of the Poor in Ireland to draw your attention to 
their Circular Letter of the 3rd January last, printed m their 
Second Medical Charities Report, page 111, in winch they 
reauested that in the event of any case of Asiatic Cholera arising 
in your District, you would at once communicate the particulars 

of the case in a report addressed to them. ,. 

As the disease still exists in several parts of Ireland in a spo- 
radic if not in an eoidemic, form, the Commissioners are still 
anxious that such reports as were required by the Circular a hme 
referred to, may be made to them in the event of any cases >t 
Asiatic Cholera arising in your District. 

The points to which the Commissioners wish such vepoits to 
be specially directed, are set forth in the last paragraph oi the 
Circular in question, as follows: — 

“In addition to the* symptoms of the case and the rrault of the 1 
the Commissioners are desirous of being informed, witl ‘ respect tu ^the cases 
first appearing in any District, whether the persons . affected, oi any of t o e 
with whom they have lived or associated, have, within any short time l - 
viously, been out of the District, and if so, in whet paiticular lo cal itus, 
whether in Ireland or elsewhere; and they request that jou will .Joe . good 
enough to add any other facts which may appear to you limteiml m tracing 
a connexion between the ease and any other case of Cholera, 0 , 7. 
affected by that disease ; or which would, on the othei hand, tend to sho 
that the disease had arisen without any such connexion. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

' IV. Stanley, Secretary. 

To each Medical Officer of 
a Dispensary District. 

No. 10.— Cholera Circular to Medical Officers of Work- 
houses, requiring them to report Cholera Cases ; with 
Enclosure. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
S tH] Hist October, 1834. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the 
Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland to forward herewith a copy 
of a Circular which they addressed on the 3rd of January last t 
the Medical Officers of the several Dispensary 
requesting that in the event of any case of Asiatic Choi ° 

in any District, the particulars of the case might be a 

munieated to the Commissioners in a special report. . 

As the disease still exists in a sporadic, if not m an eP“ e ■ 
form, in several parts of Ireland, the Commissioners request that, 
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in the event of any case of Asiatic Cholera occurring in the 
Workhouse of which you are Medical Officer, you will be good 
enough to communicate the particulars of the case without delay, 
in a report directly addressed to them. _ 

The points to which the Commissioners are desirous that such 
reports should be specially directed are set forth in the last para- 
graph of the accompanying Circular, to which the Commissioners 
request your particular attention. 

By Order of tire Commissioners, 

W. Stanley, Secretary. 

To the Medical Officer 
of each Workhouse. 

Enclosure. 

Circular to Medical Officers of Dispensary Districts throughout 
Ireland, instructing them to report Cases of Cholera occuiring in 
their respective Districts .-—(referred to in foregoing Letters to 
Medical Officers, of%lst Oct., Nos. 9, 10.) 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
3rd January, 1854. 

’ The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Belief of 
tlie Poor in Ireland have now positive indications of the existence 
of Cholera as an Epidemic in Ireland. The disease, so far astbe 
Commissioners are informed, is at present limited to tlie City of 
Cork and the immediate neighbourhood. 

In the event of any case of Asiatic Cholera arising in your 
District, the Commissioners request that you will at once com- 
municate the particulars of the case in a Report directly addressed 
to them. . „ , 

In addition to the symptoms of the case and the result ot tne 
treatment, the Commissioners are desirous of being informed, 
with respect to the cases first appearing in any District, whether 
the persons affected, or any of those with whom they have lived 
or associated, have, within any short time previously, been out of 
■the District, and if so, in what particular, localities, whether m 
Ireland or elsewhere ; and they request that you will be good 
enough to add any other facts which may appeal' to you material 
in tracing a connexion between the case and any other case oi 
Cholera, or any locality affected by that disease; or which would, 
on the other hand, tend to show that the disease had arisen with- 
out any such connexion. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

W. Stanley, Secretary. 

To each Medical Officer of a 
Dispensary District. 
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ITT— CHOLERA CASES.— Reports and Communications 
prom Inspectors and Medical Officers on the Sub- 
ject of Cholera. 



Armagh Union. 

No, i._ Letter from Dr. Leslie, Meclical Officer of Armagh 
Dispensary District. 

Committee Booms, Dispensary, Armagh, 
August 30, 1854. 

Present : — ‘William Paton, J.P., in the chair. 

Other members present:— Thomas Dobbin, J.R, John G. Winder, 
j.P. ; William Boyd, James Gardncr Jolm M‘ Walters, Thomas 
A Prentice, Esqrs.; and the Medical Officer, Or. Leslie. 

l“et n t las called by the Honorary Secretary m conscience 
offfie death of Eliza Girvin' of Asiatic Cholera, in 0 ^ *0 consider 
the necessary steps to be taken m case the disease should. spr«id i 
the town It appears from the best information we can obtain that 
the ^deceased Z taken ill in Belfast on Sunday last; that she 
arrived in Armagh by tbe twelve o clock tram on Tuesday. O 
her arrival sbe wls found to be very ill; visited by Dr. SaTOge (and 
immediately removed to ber sister’s residence at Drnmadd) and 
afterwards by tbe Dispensary Officer, Dr. Leslie who a ended her 
until ber deAtb, which took place at four o dock this iorm g. 
Doctors Leslie and Savage have no doubt of the case being one 

AS The lornan stated to Dr. Savage that she lived in a botelm BM- 
fast (tie Plough), that sbe was unwell in tbe morning, that a ' 
had been sent for to see ber, and that she was sent to Armag y 

te J?2S. the only case of Oholora which has appeared in Armagh 
and it being, ascertained that it did not originate s the District, 
this meeting does not deem it necessary to take any l town ar g 
further than to see that the sanitary regulations o , 
attended to and enforced ; and that it should be m ' natients 
the Union Hospital is at present the proper place 0 .P ^ 
so afflicted; that all medical men and clergymen, 0 f ac imis- 
Guardians and Wardens, have the power of g m °8 _ , . . • „ (jj sease . 

sion to poor persons labouring under epidemic or l UB f 0 rtU- 

This meeting, however, is unanimously of opiu o , 
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nately there should be an outbreak of Cholera in the District, no 
time should be lost in providing a separate hospital, to be supplied 
with the necessary medicines and appliances, to which the usual 
staff of medical officers and nurses should be appointed. 

William Paton, Chairman. 
Tiiomas A. Prentice, Hon. Sec. 



Armagh Dispensary, September 1, 1854. 

A Copy by J. Leslie, Medical Officer : — 

1st September, at a meeting of Committee held this day, William 
Patou j p, ill the chair, Ordered : That five hundred notices be 
printed and circulated, calling the attention ot the inhabitants to the 
immediate necessity for the removal of any existing nuisance. 

The Medical Officer desires further to inform the Commissioners, 
than on the information reaching the Dispensary lie lost no time in 
repairin'* to the sister’s, at Drumadd, which is close to the town. On 
,nv arrival I found the woman cold and pulseless, severe vomiting 
and purging, cramps severe, and chiefly con fined to the lower extrem- 
ities. The Diarrhcea was very copious, and passed away almost 
involuntarily: it was of the rice-water character. Her voice much 
altered, countenance shrunken and livid, with a dark areola about 
the eye" her extremities were also livid. Finding her in this state of 
collapse, I stated to her friends that the ease was hopeless. I, how- 
ever placed her under medical treatment immediately, provided a 
competent uursetender, and visited her seven or eight times between 
three and twelve o’clock, at which time the vomiting and Diamuea 
were almost checked. I remained with her until four o’clock on 
Wednesday morning, when she died. 

The deceased informed me that she took ill with vomiting anu 
purging on Sunday morning. The Commissioners will see that she 
was° ill of Cholera for two days, two nights, and up to twelve o’clock 
on Tuesday last, at which time she was sent to Armagh by the train, 
arriving here about two o’clock. 

James Leslie, Medical Officer. 

The Poor Law Commissioners. 



No. 2 . — Letter from Dr. Leslie, Medical Officer of Armagh 
Dispensary District. 

Cholera Deport. 

Armagh Dispensary, September 1, 1S54. 

Lucinda Girvin, residing with her sister, at Drumadd, applied at 
the Dispensary for advice, complaining of Diarrhoea, at two o clock 
this day, for which some astringent medicines were prescribed, oho 
left, stating that she would send or return if not better.. At eight 
o’clock this evening, I was hurriedly sent for; proceeded immediate ) 
to her sister’s (Drumadd), found her in bed, additional symptoms to 
set in, viz., vomiting and cramps; slie appeared, for the short time, 
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very ill. I administered medicines, and had her removed to the 
Workhouse Hospital, where she was immediately attended by the 
Medical Officer, and placed under treatment. I had an opportunity 
of seeiiw her this day (Saturday, 2nd inst ), and I think there is little 
or no hope of her recovery. 1 may here mention that this woman, 
accompanied by a younger sister (still in good health), -went to Bel- 
fast on last Thursday, by railway, to inquire into the circumstances 
of their sister’s illness, and procure her clothes. Iain disposed, from 
the evidence of her sister, who accompanied her, to believe that the 
bowels were slightly relaxed before she loft Armagh. 

Sunday -night, eight o'clock. 

I have just seen Lucinda Girvin. ltcaction has set in, and there 
is now some hope of recovery. 

September 2, 1854. 

At eleven o’clock this morning 1 was requested by the Believing 
Officer to visit Mary Jane Drennon, age thirty-two, residing at 
Drumadd : she is a married sister of the Girvins, taken ill of 
Asiatic Cholera at seven o’clock this morning. I placed her under 
medical treatment immediately, as she refused to go to hospital. I 
again visited her at one o’clock, and succeeded in getting her 
removed to the Workhouse Hospital. I recommended the remaining 
members of the family to leave the cabin, that it might be locked 
up for a few days, when I would recommend the Sanitary Com- 
mittee to have the place limewashed and otherwise purified. The 
inhabitants of the neighbourhood did not wish to give them lodging. 
I then advised that they should ho admitted into a separate ward 
in the Workhouse Hospital for a few days until the excitement 
would subside, which has been carried into effect. This woman did 
not accompany the others to Belfast, which circumstance would 
strongly favour the notion of its contagious character. 

September 3, 1854, half-past Eight o'clock, Fight. 

Mary Jane Drennon died this morning at a quarter-past four 
o’clock. 

On going, to the post office with this communication on Saturday 
night, I was informed by the post-master that it would not be deli- 
vered in Dublin till Monday morning; so I kept it until the last 
moment, that the Commissioners might have the latest information. 
The remaining members of the unfortunate family of Drennon and 
Girvin remain well. No additional cases. 

James Leslie, Medical Officer. 

The Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 
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Ballymena Union. 

m. g Letter from Ur. I) ysart, Medical Officci of Port- 

' ' glenone Dispensary District. 

Portglenone, Ballymena Union , 
September 2, 1854. 

G -“o inform you that I lave just visited a case of Epi- 
demic Cholera, the first in this District The patient a young 
“ 0 f scrofulous constitution, had been at Glenarm for the benefit 
„f his health; and while on his way home, to escape the disease, 
became affected by it on the road. The case terminated fatally 
about five o’clock this evening. As we have no Choleraic Diarrhoea 
as vet in this neighbourhood, and as the public health is m a very 
satisfactory state, it is to be hoped this will prove a solitary case. 

1 am, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, John Disakt. 

Custom Souse, Lublin. 



No 4 —Letter from Dr. Courtenay, Medical Officer of 
Galgorm Dispensary District, to Dr. Knox, Medical In- 
spector. 

G algor rn Dispensary, Ballymena Union, 
September 2, 1854. 

SlK ’ I am sorry to inform you that I have had several cases of 
Asiatic Cholera, one of which has terminated fatally. The party 
had been at Glenarm, where he found himself ill ; and when Aw 
called upon he was in the collapse state, so that I could do him 
good. The Committee meet on Tuesday, weekly. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, yours respectfully, 

. Thomas Courtenay, h.d. 



No. 5. — Report from Dr Knox, Medical Inspector. 

Randalstown, September 13 , 1854 . 

SlK ’ I have to report that I visited the Galgorm Dispensary ^ Dis- 
trict on the 11th and 12th hist, with reference to the 
Cholera therein, and to the state of the District in a sanitary poi 

° f it appears that three fatal cases of Cholera are 
Medical Attendant of this District up to the period 
yesterday, at which time the cases of Cholera under ticatmeM 
amounted to 4, and of Diarrhoea, to 3. , , , : n 

In the fatal cases two of the patients, it appears, , 

Glenarm, and in the house of M'Canbridge, where 
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broke out with suck virulence, and -were seized with symptoms of 
the disease soon after their return to their homes, in the Galgorm 
District. 

The wife of one of these persons (Robert Smyth), who had also 
been in Glenarm, was seized, after her return, with vomiting and 
diarrhoea, but recovered ; and some days after, their son, William 
Smyth, had similar symptoms, and he also recovered; but it was not 
ascertained if he also had been in Glenarm. Several other inmates 
in the same house have remained free from disease. 

Ellen O’Neill, the third person in whom the disease proved fatal, 
lived about half a mile from Smyth’s residence, but could not be' 
ascertained to have had any eonimunioation with the Smyths, or 
any other infected person or place. 

It was on the extreme verge of this District that a farmer, named 
Mann, also died of Cholera, as referred to by me in previous Reports 
from DirraW, Ballymoney, and Castlequarter Districts, in the Bally- 
money Union;* but the facts had not come under the observation of 
the Medical Attendant, Dr, Courtenay. 

One or two other cases are reported to have proved fatal also in 
this Distri ct, from Cholera; but not having been attended by him, he 
is not certain as to the facts regarding them. 

It is evident, however, that the epidemic is prevalent over a tract 
of country, including the Ballymena, Ahoghill, and Gfalgorm Dispen- 
sary Districts. 

The Committee and Medical Officer of Galgorm appear to be using 
their best exertions to meet the outbreak of the disease; and the 
latter now reports that although various nuisances have been abated 
in this District, it is not in a satisfactory state, from their constant 
tendency to reaccumulate, 

The Relieving Officer has, however, again visited the District, 
and furnished a list of nuisances requiring to be removed, especially 
at Cullybackey. This has been laid before the Sanitary Committee, , 
who propose taking the most speedy steps in order to have them 
abated. 

The village and thickly inhabited neighbourhood of Kells is in 
this District, but five or six miles from the Medical Officer’s resi- 
dence, at the Dispensary in Galgorm, rendering application and 
attendance in Cholera cases impracticable with as much promptitude 
as might be requisite ; and the Committee therefore proposed to have 
a Meeting yesterday evening, to discuss the necessity of having a 
temporary resident Medical Assistant to Dr. Courtenay, at the Kells 
depot of the Galgorm District. 

The village of Kells is not more than a quarter of a mile from the 
Connor Dispensary, in the Antrim Union. 

I have the honour to remain, Sir, your most obedient servant, 
Alexander Knox, Medical Inspector. 

W. Stanley, Esq., Secretary. 



* See Nos; 10 and 13. 
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No q. Report from Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

Raiulalstown, September 13, 1854. 

SiR, „ , mi tr. vpnort that I visited the Portglenouo 

I have the l Htl?inst., and ascertained that two well- 

Dispensary Distic t occurred in the country part of 

marked cases of orted by the Medical Officer, on the 1st 

instSt, in hU letter ’returned herewith; and the other on the 3rd 

“'fhere h°lie^m^on to bflievTtltat the first patient referred to 
the disease manifested itself ^ s "f ^ lr “ j ad ’ beeu in Ballymena 

rsx “ r 1 not be asoeLned 

whether in any honse wUere Cho era ^ ^ beeB b 

A person resident > ^ t « 0 ‘ d Gholel . aio Diarrhea on 

'irrSthr^Tnsttnces no Cholera or Diarrhoea has snhse- 
In all the tniee . m of the su ff e rers, nor has any case 

CfASS u i» *'■« r«r«“7 *“« 

«•— ‘‘rss: 

mik from “he Residence of the first, but no communication had taken 
pla Th^nffisaLes e pointed out at my recent inspection have been 

a. ,.toti„, f 

should be drawn to the subject, with the view ofbavmg 
sances referred to abated with as little delay as possible. 

I remain, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Alexander Knox, Medical Inspector. 

IF. Stanley, Esq., Secretary. 



No. 7. — Letter from Dr. Jefekrson, Medical Oter^of 
Clough Dispensary District, to Dr. Knox, M 

SpeCt01 ' Clough Dispensary, Sept. 14, l®*. 

I>EA I beg to inform you that I was called on at an 

morning, to attend an aged man labouring un , r am ^yen to 

proved fatal in three hours after I first saw him ; and 1 am go 
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understand that lie and his wife lirul boon to Ballymena a few days 
before, seeing their son-in-law and daughter, both of whom died in 
this disease ; and they, very foolishly, brought with them a sick child 
(who had the disease, and is not bettor yet), and a quantity of ol d 
clothes. Tn all other respects 1 am happy to say that the people o f 
this District are in their ordinary state of health. 

I remain, &c., Sir, yours faithfully, 

J. Jefferson. 

To Dr. ICwx, Medical Inspector. 



BaIXYMONEY UNION. 

No. 8 .Report from Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

llandahtown, August 3, 1854. 

Sm, 

I have the honour to report, for the information of the Com- 
missioners, that I, yesterday, visited the Dirraw Dispensary District, 
with reference to the occurrence of Cholera therein. 

The case of Francis O’Neil, referred to in the letter of Dr. Max- 
well to the Commissioners, returned herewith, appears, on inquiry, 
to hove been as follows : — He had been resident in Ballymena, but 
whether in any house whore Cholera had occurred, could not be 
ascertained.* Having been seized with Diarrhoea, he left Bally- 
mena, and returned to the house of his brother, in the townland of 
Craig, in the Dirraw Dispensary District. He was subsequently 
seized with all the symptoms of confirmed Cholera, viz., vomiting, 
cramps, and collapse, in addition to the previous Diarrhoea, and died 
on the 24th instant, the day on which Dr. Maxwell was applied to 
and visited him, and about one week from the occurrence of Diarrhoea. 

There appears no reason to doubt that this was a case of malig- 
nant Cholera. 

The other cases referred to in the communication of Dr. Maxwell 
are those of Jane Qninn and her child, and of Nancy M'Naghten. 

The symptoms in the case of Jane Quinn and her child, were 
Diarrhoea, vomiting, and cramps, with tendency to collapse ; but they 
both recovered under the treatment employed by Dr. Maxwell. 
These persons live next door (under the roof) to the house where 
Francis O’Neil died (24th ult.) ; but their illness occurred previously 
to his arrival from Ballymena by several days (8th ult.). 

In the fourth case, that of Nancy M'Naghten, the symptoms were 
vomiting, spasms, but no Diarrhoea — the former being described as 
very severe. Her illness occurred on the 2qth ultimo, the day after 
O’Neil’s death ; but as far as could be ascertained, there had been 
no communication between the inmates of her house and those of 
Jane Quinn’s and O’Neil’s residence. M'Naghten’s illness termi- 
nated in recovery. Her house is about 200 perches from that of 
Quinn and O’Neil, and they are all in a high, airy situation. 

With, reference to these last cases, Dr. Maxwell describes them as 
Spasmodic and not Asiatio ; but he states that he cannot describe 

* Cholera wa« epidemic in Ballymena at this time. 
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any grounds of distinction between the severe forms of the disease, 
find that'the district at present is free from Cholera 

Dr "ell will report forthwith the occurrence of any future 
^rS^ “SJten is cleanly, hut those of O’Neil and 

On inn very filthy, both internally and externally. 

Q T e D isiict generally is reported to he m a sat, sfactory state, 

j* “ .-is 

3m, iu p.rtk.to, demanding prompt atautmn. 

I remain, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Alexander Kxox, Medical Inspector. 

W. Stanley, Esq., Secretary. 



] S r 0i g Letter from Dr. Moore, Medical Officer of the 

Ballymoney Dispensary District. 

Ballymoney, August 29, 1804. 

G exilement, of decided ]11;lU „ nant Cholera has occurred about three 
miles from this town, in the person of Jane Drown, of ^croggy, in 

' %Kse E lt^ 

me that it presented the ordinary characters of Asiatic Cholera, viz, 
vi?dent purging, cramps, vomiting, fto. Tho case terminated fatally 

i-Lnfiirtalfic position in life, and 
at the house of a relative, near Ballymena, who had died of Cholera, 
consequently the case was an imported one. 

I am, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

William Moore. 

To the Commissioners of Poor Law, Ireland. 



jf 0 io. .Memorandum by Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector.. 

Two cases of Cholera have recently occurred in the district 
(Dirraw), both fatal, which, I presume, the Medical Officer h 
reported in the usual form. The deceased had both be™ i the 
same house, at a funeral of a person named Mann, dead of U - ' 
in the Ballymena Dnion, and, as far as I can ascovtiun, in t ie • ■ 
Dispensary District. The woman who died of Cholera in th - 
money District (Mrs. Brown), had also been at Manns resulencea 
funeral, as reported to Commissi oners by Dr. Moore. I nw e 



funeral, as reported to uommissi oners uy ur. * — r ,, 

ascertained that two brothers .(Carson), lately resident m t ■ 
quarter Dispensary District (Ballymoney Union), who had also been 
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at Mam* residence and funeral, (lied two or three days ago, also of 
Cholera, thus making up five persons who have died m the Bally- 
nionev Union within last five days, in a few hours’ illness, of a very 
mali/nantforni of Cholera, the disease being apparently caught m 
the one house (Mann’s') in the Ballymena Union. Ihe Ballymoney 
Union, however, appears to be generally very healthy ; no cases ot 
Cholera having occurred indigenously except those reported by Ur. 
Maxwell in the Dirraw District. , , 

The five persons referred to were all m the class of respectable 
farmers— their houses being of the average degree of comfort and 
cleanliness, and situated in different and opposite directions in the 
Ballymoney Union. No second case of Cholera or Diarrhoea has 
occurred in any of the five houses. I am not aware if the Medical 
Officers of the Castlequarter or Clough Districts have yet reported 
the occurrence of any cases of Cholera in their Districts. 

September 1. 



No. 11. — Further Memorandum by Dr. Knox, Medical 
Inspector. 

With reference to tlio Ballymoney District, I heg leave to refer to 
my letter of 30th ult., forwarding the communication of the Medical 
Officer of that District, announcing tlio occurrence of a case of Cholera 
therein (Mrs. Brown). This case occurred nearly a fortnight ago, 
and is the only one ascertained to have appeared in the Ballymoney 
Dispensary District, except two cases of a slighter form which occur- 
red as far back as tlio month of July, and which are referred to in 
my last report from the Castlequarter District of 7tli instant.® 

The Medical Officer of Ballymoney District reported to me a few 
days ago that it was particularly healthy, and 1 directed him to 
report immediately to the Commissioners the occurrence of any 
future case of Cholera. I am not, therefore, aware of the presen t 
necessity of extending tlio Cholera order to Ballymoney, or to any 
other District in that Union except Dirraw. Castlequarter, with 
the exception of the two fatal imported cases of tlio Carsons, was 
and had been perfectly healthy up to the date of my last visit, on 
the 6th instant. 

With reference to BallymenaUnion,one case only lias been reported 
from Toorne District, and none from Glenwhirry, Brouglishane, and 
Clough. Portglenone and Galgorm I purpose visiting and reporting 
on to-morrow. I visited Brouglishane on Friday, and tlio Medical 
Officer there reports his District healthy. I shall inquire further 
regarding the Glenwhirry and Clougli District. 

September 11. 



No. 12. — Further Memorandum by Dr. Knox, Medical ■ 
Inspector. 

The ease of Mann, referred to in the preceding page, and supposed 
at Ballymoney to have occurred, in the Clough Dispensary District, 

* See No. 13, 

E 2 
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I find to have occurred in the Galgorm Dispensary District, hut on 
the very coniines of the Clough District. 

With reference to the necessity of issuing Cholera Orders, the 
Ballymena Districts stand as follow : 

1. Ballymena, order in force. 

3 ’ (Jlenwhirry, no cases of Cholera reported by the Medical Of- 
ficer ; nor, as far as I have been aide to ascertain, have any occurred. 

i Broughshane, no cases of Cholera occurred. 

5 Cloimb, no cases reported by the Medical Attendant ; aor, as 
far as I have' been able to ascertain from the Relieving Officer of the 
District and others, have any occurred. 

C. Toome, one case has occurred. 

7 Portglenonej two fatal cases of Oliolcra (imported) Ii&vg oc- 
curred ; the last on the 5th instant ; the district healthy. 

8 . Ahoghill, Cholera Order in force. 

I am not, therefore, aware of any necessity for the issue of a 
Cholera Order in any District in the Ballymena Union to which it 
has not yet been extended, as no cases of Cholera are ascertained at 
present to exist, except in Ballymena, Galgorm, and Ahoghill, uuless 
such orders should he issued as measures of precaution, on account 
of the proximity of the uninfected to the infected Districts, and m 
order to avoid any delay that must necessarily arise between the 
outbreak of the disease and the issue of the order. 

I have visited the Portglenone and Galgorm Districts, and 1 shall 
visit the latter again to-day, and report regarding both more fully 



to-morrow. 



September 12. 



No, 13, Report from Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

Eandcilsto wn, September 7, 1854. 

SlR) I have to report that I, yesterday, visited the Castlequarto 
Dispensary District, with reference to the appearance of Cholera 

^ The cases referred to in the letter of the Medical Attendant annexed, 
were those of two brothers, John and William Carson, 
comfortable circumstances, and which I have already bro gi 
the notice of the Commissioners on the 1st instant. , 

The houses of both were above the average class foi 
cleanliness; and no cases of Cholera have occurred in this Du jen 
sary District either before or since tlieir fatal seizure. The . 
of botli, amounting in each case to ten or eleven me ii kh , ‘ 
remained free from Diarrhoea, or any other symptom of disease, r 

^The^ymptom's described by the Medical Attendant are those of 
.the most malignant form of Cholera. . 

It appears that the brothers had both been at the funeral, 



* See No. 10. 
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the house of a brother-in-law, called Mann, who hail died of Cholera 
in a few hours, in the Ballymena District. Maun had not been 
away from his own home, either in Ballymena or elsewhere, for 
several weeks before his death ; hut his remains were kept from 
Friday, the 25th ultimo, until Sunday, the 27th. On this latter 
day tiie funeral took place, previous to which the lid had not been 
screwed down on the coffin, and it was removed on the arrival of 
the relatives on that day to let them see the remains. The brothers 
Oarson also assisted in carrying the coffin into the grave-yard, 
decomposition of the body having taken place, partly from the 
extreme heat of the weather, to a great and offensive extent. 

It will be seen that the one brother died on the 29th ultimo, 
having been attacked the evening before ; and the other on the 30th 
ultimo, having been attacked on the 29th ultimo, eacli after a few 
hours’ illness. 

In the same vicinity, Dr. Moore reports two cases of Cholera to 
have occurred in the latter end of July, in his private practice, in the 
Dispensary District of Ballymoney, but closely adjoining the Castle- 
* quarter District. The patients recovered; and from the absence of 
any serious degree of collapse, Dr. Moore distinguished them as 
cases of English Cholera. Both patients were farmers, and in 
comfortable circumstances. 

The two fatal cases above mentioned, make up five persons ascer- 
tained to have died of Cholera after being at Mann’s funeral. The 
others, wore the two persons dying in Dirraw District, and Mrs. 
Brown, who died in the Ballymoney District, as reported l>y Dr. 
Moore, of Ballymoney.* 

The Castlequarter District is perfectly healthy at present; but 
the Medical Officer attends at all times, if necessary, in consequence 
of the issue of the Cholera Order ; but no cases of Cholera or Diarrhoea 
have occurred since the death of the Carsons. The necessary notices 
have been issued in the District, and the Dispensary is now open 
from S to 1 1 o’clock daily. 

With reference to the sanitary state of the District, as regards 
nuisances, I have to report that since my last inspection, the Com- 
mittee had a meeting on the 1 st instant, and have issued a printed 
handbill, of which a copy is annexed. The Medical Officer states 
that no important improvement has taken place in consequence, hut 
that the Committee propose to take proceedings against all parties 
found to he offeuiliug after the expiring of the ten days mentioned 
in the handbill. The Believing Officer has visited the District since 
mv inspection ; but it does not appear that notices of any specific 
nuisances have been brought before the Committee, either by him, 
by the Medical Officer, by the Constabulary, or by any two house- 
holders. The District is entirely rural. 

I remain, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Alexander Knox, Medical Inspector. 

Stanley, Rsq., Secretary. 

* See No. 9. 
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Belfast Union. 

Nn u Beport from Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

iN0 ' 1 Lurgan, March 18, 1854. 

S ® 5 I tare the honour to report, that in consequence of hearing that 

r fX™ ~ «1 Kir— Cf“‘ *•»** * l ! «; 

Ihe'iSTATteXnt distinguishes as being English Cholera. 

On the 4th of March, a showman’s daughter, t some days after 

. • n^Ll-Wus died with symptoms which, as reported snh- 

SjSffly to S Hamilton, led him to believe that the disease was 
12th of March, « 

$sr« ai-T^e tqs 

\ lsiiiuu. i Tliics T»oraon was 111 character a 

r f f mi s d hy e rdi 

HatS r the 16th of March. His symptoms were M 
shivering, and nausea, hut nn vomiting. He rocovc-reU. 

Aropemaker, in a street perhaps about 100 yank ***** 
the showman’s lodgings, attacked on the morning of the IB 
whey-coloured purging, vomiting, and weak pulse, the 
toms have ceased, and the patient is going on favouiah y. i 
' had assisted to put Mrs. Macklin in the coftm H>s wa fe J 
case of cholera remaining or ascertained to exist at my ™ ■ 

These latter cases the Medical Officer distinguishes as 

Ch There are six cases of Diarrhoea at present under * reat ® e y^. 
twenty-three on registry of Dispensary, since tlie ho weie 

many cases have been relieved at the Dispensary ^ patients 
suffering from Diarrhoea, hut no record lias been kepMs P 
applied for and received relief without Dispensary tokets rwv 
have ensued in all the cases ascertained. I Tisited the ^^ 

where the cases occurred and some others, some of l easts of 

* The Medical Attendant had reported to me ? s letter, m 4 

Cholera, in place of the Cpmmissiouers j but lie misdirected ^ g, 

I have not received it, 

i she had not applied for or received medical relict. 
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sances of a serious description, and requiring immediate measures 
for tlieir abatement, a subject which I propose to bring before the 
Board of Guardians at their meeting on Wednesday next, with a 
view to some effective and prompt steps being taken in the matter. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Alexander Knox, Medical Inspector. 

W. Stanley, Esq., Secretary. 

p_g _i should have visited Larne on Saturday, but from the great- 
importance of Ballymacarrett, as constituting a portion of Belfast, I_ 
considered it advisable to visit it in the first instance, on hearing of 
the existence of Cholera ; I have arranged, however, to visit the 
Larne Union on Tuesday next. E. K. 



No. 15.— Report from Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

Belfast , March 23, 1854. 

Sib, . . . . , 

I beg leave to report, after very careful inquiries, that the girl 
reported to have been first affected with Cholera in Ballymacarrett, 
and the show party to which she was attached, left Carrickfergus 
on Thursday, the 2nd of March, all stated to he in excellent health 
at the time. They lodged in Carrickfergus, in the house of a person 
called Martha Wallace, rather in a good situation, opposite the Castle ' 
Gate. There was not, at the time, nor has there yet been, any ascer- 
tained case of Cholera in Wallace’s house, or even in the street in 
which she resides ; in fact, the first case of the disease did not occur 
in the town of Carrickfergus until the 4tli of March, two days after 
the departure of the showman and his party; although the disease 
had made its appearance first at Woodburn on the 24th of February, 
two miles from Carrickfergus. It is not believed that any of the 
party alluded to had been at Woodburn, and they are reported to 
have come from Ballyclare to Carrickfergus. Ballyclare is in the 
Antrim Union. 

The place where they resided in Ballymacarrett, and^ had their 
performances, was, when I visited it last week, damp, ill-drained, 
and in the vicinity of the most noisome and disgusting nuisances. 

It is material to observe, that two eases of Cholera, as I have 
previously reported, had occurred in Ballyniaearrett, as appeared 
from the Medical Officer’s Belief Registry, in the middle of February, 
and to which I have previously adverted. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Alexander, Knox, Medical Inspector, 

W, Stanley, Esq., Secretary. 
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Carriokmacross Union. 

16.— Letter from Dr. Fleming, Medical Officer 
Carriokmacross Dispensary District. 

Carrichnacross, October 25, lS5i. 

’ i i ie tf to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 21st 
instant No. 437, M. 54. In reference thereto I have to report that 
since the 19th of September last both Diarrhoea and Asiatic Cholera 
have been unusually prevalent in my District. Up to the present 
elate twenty-one cases of Asiatic Cholera, and forty-two cases of 
Diarrhoea have occurred under my observation in and about the 
town of Carriokmacross. Of the former, thirteen proved fatal ; of 
the latter, none. The first case which appeared in this town was in 
the person of a man named Kolaglian, a butter-buyer. He went to 
Liverpool about the 14th or 15th of last month, to attend the funeral 
of his brother, who died of Cholera there. He returned to Carriek- 
macross on the 18th, and the same evening was seized with the dis- 
ease. It began with vomiting and rice-water discharges from the 
bowels, great prostration of strength, and cramps in the limbs. 
These ’symptoms were rapidly followed by collapse, with cold, 
clammy, lead-coloured skiu, pinched features, sunken eyes, and cold 
tono-ue, together with complete suppression of urine. m - : ~ 

° — ' — *: 1 «... This man recovered. 



This latter 

symptom continued four days. This man recovered. The treat- 
ment consisted mainly of calomel and cold water, internally ; mus- 
tard applications externally. Chicken broth, beef tea, and arrow 
root were given as nutriment. Almost all the other cases presented 
similar features, and were treated, with little variation, on the same 
plan. The saline treatment recommended by Stephens was tried for 
a time with a few, hut the results were not satisfactory, and it was 
laid aside. I should observe, that with two or three exceptions, all 
the Cholera cases were in the stage of collapse when iirst submitted 
to treatment. Premonitory Diarrlicea had been present, and was 
neglected in all for a period varying from six hours to three or four 
days. All these persons who presented themselves for treatment, 
with Diarrhoea, within an hour or two after its first occurrence, 
were, without exception, easily and speedily cured by a few doses 
of any of the vegetable astringents, with aromatics and opium. 

With reference to the question of contagion there is much diffi- 
culty in coming to any satisfactory conclusion, from the data here 
referred to. There can hardly be any doubt that Kelaghan, our 
first ease, brought the seeds of his disease with him from Liverpool; 
but there is nothing to warrant tlio belief that the other cases were 
the result of any communication with him. They occurred in an 
entirely different quarter of the town. Kolaghan’s case was the 
only one which happened iii the street in which he lived, and not 
one of the many constantly in his house and about his bed, during 
his illness, took the disease. And, indeed, the same might be said 
of all the other easea, with one exception. One family, named 
Durnen, lost three members in a very short time, but they lived m 
a most unwholesome lane. They were dealers in fish, and were con- 
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«*antly inlmling a most offensive atmosphere. All the other cases 
were solitary, one case occurring in each house, and these houses at 
a considerable distance from each other. 

i am happy to think that the disease is already beginning. to sub- 
side. I have seen no fresh case of Cholera since the 20th instant, 
although there are still a few cases of Diarrhoea. 

I have the honour to be your obedient servant, 

Hans Fleming, m.d. 

ir. Stanley, Esq., 

Secretary to Poor Law Commissioners. 



No. 17.— Deport from Dr. Hill, Medical Inspector. 

73, Upper Leeson-street, Dublin, 
November 4, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt or your letter, 
No. 30,433, 1854, of the 27th ultimo, enclosing a communication 
received from Dr. II. Fleming, Medical Officer ol tlie Garrick m across 
Dispensary District, in which he reports the occurrence of twenty- 
one cases of Asiatic Cholera, and forty-two cases of Diarrhcea in that 
District ; and I beg leave to inform you that, pursuant to your in- 
structions, I made inquiry, on the 2nd instant, into the particulars 
of these cases, and as to the sanitary condition of the District. I was 
informed by the Medical Officer, that from the J 8th September to 
the date of my visit, twenty-two cases of Cholera, and forty-five of 
Diarrhma, had occurred in the District. Of the former, thirteen had 
terminated in death, seven in recovery, and two were under treat- 
ment. Of the cases of Diarrhoea, forty-four had recovered, and one 
was under treatment. 

The first case of Cholera that appeared in the District was that of 
James Kelaghan, aged forty-two years, a butter dealer, residing in 
the town of Oarrickmacross. It is stated that he had gone to Liver- 
pool on the 14th September, to attend the funeral of his brother, 
who had died of Cholera there. lie returned to Oarrickmacross on 
the ISth September, about nine o’clock, p.m., and during that night 
was seized with symptoms of Cholera. He had not been previously 
affected with Diarrhoea. Dr. I'lcming visited him at two o clock, 
a. it., and found him suffering from vomiting, purging, and cramps 
in the limbs, attended with great prostration of strength ; the dis- 
charges from the bowels resembling rice-water in appearance. Col- 
lapse rapidly ensued, the surface of the body became cold and livid, 
the eyes sunken, the voice whispering, and the secretion of urine 
suppressed. Calomel, in doses of twenty grains, was administered 
every half-hour, until three doses had been taken ; and mustard 
poultices were applied externally. At a subsequent period of the 
day Dr. Fleming prescribed chloroform in camphor mixture, which 
appeared to produce a favourable effect ; and towards evening re- 
action set in, and the more alarming symptoms subsided. On the 
next day, the 20th, the patient was able to take various kinds of 
nourishment, and at the end of four or five days he was conv a- 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Reports of Cholera Cases. 



[App. A. 



68 

leacent No other person in Kelagbau’s house was attacked with the 
disease, and his case was the only oue that occurred m the street in 

wliicb lie lived. „ _ ,, ■> £ 

The next case was that of James .Byrne, aged fourteen years, 
at Mullanary, who was taken ill during tlic night oi theSath 
cicteuiher with purging, followed by vomiting and cramps. The 
Medical Officer was sent for at an early hour the next morning; and 
on reaching the patient’s house, between live and six o clock am, 
he found that he had expired a few minutes before his arrival, after 
an illness of about six hours’ duration. _ 

Mullanary where this hoy resided, and wiierc several other cases 
snhseqnentlV’occnrrcd, is a small hamlet ou the outskirts of Carnck- 
n-’cross Its situation is low, but the cottages are clean, and no 
nuisances prejudicial to health have been permitted to exist in the 
neighbourhood. No other member of Byrne’s family took the d.s- 
ease, nor could his illness he traced to commumeation with any 
infected person or locality. 

The next ease was Francis Geraghty, aged twenty-five years, a 
carman, living in Mullanary, hut at some distance from Byrne’s 
house On visiting him at nine o’clock, a.m., on the 2Gth September, 
the Medical Ollieer found him in a state of complete collapse ; and 
was informed that three days previously ho had taken a dose of 
purgative salts, which had brought on profuse Diarrhoea, under 
which ho had laboured for two days, when vomiting and cramps set 
in followed by extreme debility. These symptoms had been ne- 
glected by the' patient mid his friends, who, for nearly twenty-wur 
hours, believed they were merely tho effects of the cathartic medi- 
cine he had taken. Stimulants were applied to the surface nt the 
luni V, and calomel, in doses of live grains, with astringents and auti- 
spnonuidics administered internally. Under this treatment reaction 
was produced, and the purging ceased, though tho irritability of the 
stomach, and the suppression of urine continued. Consecutive fever 
of very low type ensued, of which lie died on the 3rd ultimo. 

The fourth case was that of William Connor, aged fifty-six years, 
a whitesmith, of intemperate habits, living in Mullanary, exactly 
opposite to the cottage in which James Byrue, above mentioned, 
had died. lie was attacked with purging and vomiting at 10 
o’clock, p.m., on the. 29th September, but medical relief was not 
applied for until nine or ten o’clock the next morning, "hen 
visited by the Medical Officer, at that hour, lie was found labouring 
under well-marked symptoms of Cholera, and in a state of extreme 
collapse. As in the case of Kelaghan, above described, the treatment 
consisted in the external application of stimulants, and the internal 
administration of calomel, in scruple doses, together with chloroform 
in camphor mixture. These remedies, however, had no enact in 
controlling the symptoms, and he died between three and lour 
o’clock, p.M., on the same clay. This patient had not been in com- 
munication with either of the preceding cases. , 

The four above-described cases are those referred to in the 
Medical Officer’s Monthly Return (F orm L) for September. 

The following cases, eighteen in number, presented similar symp- 
toms, and were submitted, with slight variations, to the same line o 
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treatment, already detailed, that was adopted in tl,o first four 

,!l Patrick Watson, aged nine years, living in Mullanary, was attacked 
witli Cholera, at 11 o’clock, cor the 30th September, having 

suffering from Diarrhoea for eight hours previously. He had 

uot been in any of the houses where the disease had appeared, nor 
b communication with any of their inhabitants He recovered 
from Cholera, but died of consecutive fever on the Ah ultimo. _ 

Alary Tumulty, aged two years, living in Mn binary, was seized 
vitli symptoms of Cholera at an early hour on the morning of the 
30th September. She had been suflering jroin Diarrhoea tor twenty- 
f t ,nr hours previously. In this caso the internal treatment consisted 
iu the exhibition of calomel and acetate ol lead, m small doses, fie- 
oueutlv l'opoatod. At the end of two days she was convalescent, 
and bid completely recovered on the 4tli ultimo. 

Patrick Byrne, aged twenty-two years, living m Mullanary, was 
taken ill with Cholera on the 20th September, but was not attended 
l, y the Medical Officer of the District until the 1st ultimo, having 
been under the care of another practitioner during the interval 
When seen bv Dr. H. Fleming lie was labouring under the ordinary 
consecutive fever, from which lie recovered on the bth ultimo. 

James Grimes, aged twenty-one years, living m New-street, Car- 
rickmacross, was attacked with Cholera on the ord uUm°, having 
been ill with Diarrlicea for tweuty-tonr hours previously. Ho died 
of consecutive fever, on the Dili ultimo. 

Catherine Coyle, aged sixty, a midwife, living m Mullanary, w as 
seized with Cholera, at seven o’clock, a.m. , on the 4 th u tnno without 
premonitory symptoms. She was visited and p aced under treat- 
ment at nine o’clock, a.m., and died at ten o’clock, r.M„ on the 

Sa Trtlmr M'Mahon, aged forty-four years living in Main-street, 
Carrickmacross, was taken ill at three o clock, r.M., on me o . 
ultimo. He was immediately visited by the Medical Ofhcoi, and 
the requisite treatment having been adopted, ho was convalescent 
on the following day. This patient had been auftoring from neg- 
lected Diarrhoea for four days before lie was attacked with Cholera. 

Anne Holland, aged three years, living ui Mullanary, had been 
suffering from Diarrhoea for four days previously tp the 5tli ultimo, 
on which day she was seized with Cholera, and died on the 7th 

^Patrick Waters, aged fifty years, a nailer, living in Mullanary, 
was attacked with Cholera on the Dfcli ultimo, having een su <-r 0 
from Diarrhoea for twelve hours previously. Hus patient re- 

Anne Durnan, ten years of age, living in New-street, Carnck- 
macross, was attacked with Cholera at ten o clock, a.m., on •} 
ultimo, and died at four o’clock, P.M., on the same cay, wi 
application having been made for medical relief. •, 

Michael Durnan, aged seventeen years, brother of the last named 
patient, was attacked with Cholera at five o clock, P.Jt., on le 
ultimo, when returning from Shercock to Carrickmacross. < 

■visited by the Medical Officer at eleven o clock that night, ana re- 
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moved to tire Fever Hospital, where lie died of consecutive fever on 

the ISth ultimo. • 

George Durnan, aged 60 years, latlier ot Michael and Anne 
Dnruan° was seized with Cholera on the morning of the 13th ultimo, 
having been ill with Diarrhoea for eight hours previously, and died 
on the next day, after twenty-six hours’ illness. 

The last three patients were dealers in fish, and. inhabited a very 
wretched abode in the town of Carrjckmacross. 

Patrick M'Oonnell, aged eight years, living in Mullanary, was 
taken ill on the 14th ultimo, having been suffering from Diarrhoea 
for twelve hours previously. This patient recovered. 

Bernard Kelly, aged forty-five years, a tailor, living in Mullanary, 
was attacked with Cholera at an early hour on the 1 3th ultimo. He 
was visited by the Medical Officer four hours after the commence- 
ment of his illness, hut he died on the next morning; after an illness 
of twenty-four hours’ duration. 

Bridget Murray, aged forty-six years, living in Mullanary, was 
attacked on the 16th ultimo, having been suffering from Diarrhoea 
for twelve hours previously. She has recovered from Cholera, but 
is still under treatment for the consecutive fever. 

Mary Kelly, aged forty years, wife of Bernard Kelly above men- 
tioned, and living in Mullanary, was seized with Cholera on the 
17th ultimo. She had been suffering from Diarrhoea for twelve 
hours previously. Her symptoms yielded to treatment, and she 
recovered without consecutive fever. 

Catherine M'Kenna, aged fourteen years, living in Mullanary, was 
attacked with Cholera on the 9th ultimo, having been ill with 
Diarrhoea for twelve hours previously. This patient recovered. 

Owen M'Kittrick, aged 0U years, living in Mullanary, was takca 
ill with Cholera on the 20th ultimo, having been suffering from 
Diarrhoea for twelve hours previously, and died on the next day, 
after twenty-two hours’ illness. 

James M'Gahan, aged twenty-six years, living in Cross-street, 
Carriekmacross, was attacked with Cholera at an early hour on the 
morning of the 30th ultimo. He was removed to the Fever Hos- 
pital, where lie is still under treatment, with a prospect of recovery. 

The last mentioned case is the only one that has occurred in the 
District since the 20th ultimo, and during the same period, hat 
three new cases of Diarrhoea have been under treatment at the 
Dispensary. 

The Medical Officer informed me that the Sanitary Committee of 
the District have been extremely active in carrying into effect the 
provisions of theNuisances Removal and DiseasesPrevention Acts 
The houses of the poor have been cleansed and whitewashed ; the 
accumulation of uuisances has been prevented ; and peat charcoal, 
and Crewe’s deodorizing solution have been freely distributed. 

With reference to the omission of the Medical Officer to comply 
with the request contained in your circular letter of the 3rd Ja- 
nuary last, relating to the occurrence of Cholera in the District, 1 
have to express the regret of the Medical Officer at the circumstance. 
He Informed me that the instructions contained in that circular had 
altogether escaped his memory, and that having marked the occur- 
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ence 0 |- four oases of Cholera, an<l ten of Diarrhoea, in his Monthly 
■Return (Form L.) forwarded to you on the 2nd ultimo, lie had hcen 
under the impression that any further Deport respecting those cases 
was unnecessary, until the receipt of your letter of the 21st ultimo. 

I have the honour to be. Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
John Hill, Medical Inspector* 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, 

Dublin . 



Castlebar Union. 

No. 18 Letter from Dr. Barrett, Medical Officer of 

Castlebar Dispensary District. 

Castlebar, November 1, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

In reply to your letter dated 31st ultimo, and Ho. 36,898, I 
have to state that Cliolera is oil the increase, and I regret to say 
very fatal, nine deaths haying occurred since 29th ultimo. The only 
way 1 could trace the disease appearing here, is to the great number 
of persons from this neighbourhood who have lately returned from 
England. The greatest objection is evinced to give information 
on the subject, and it is impossible to prevail on the friends of 
patients attacked to take any thing ordered, hence the great mortality. 
John Grimes, aged twenty-four years, residing at boss, a distance 
from this town of six miles, came to Castlebar for the purpose of 
attending at the interment of his relative, James Keilty, who died 
of Cholera on 30th ultimo, was in perfect health, and on his 
return home, when within a mile of his house, got ill on the road, 
and was unable to proceed ; had to be brought into a house on the 
roadside, where I was requested to see him. On my arrival at the 
house he was in, I found him as cold as a bar of iron, purging and 
vomiting, pulseless, and hardly able to articulate. This man died 
before morning. On last night I was called to see a man named 
John Canbrey, aged forty years, who came from Ballina to this 
town on yesterday, for the purpose of getting some work done, when 
at three o’clock, p.m., he was taken ill. I did not see him, not being 
reported, till nine o’clock, p.m., when I found his extremities, face, 
and tongue extremely cold ; cramps, vomiting, and purging ; urine 
suppressed, voice feeble, and pulseless. I gave this man the usual 
stimulants, hut be died before morning. How, as I am writing, I 
have been called to see the mother of the boy, J arnes Keilty, who 
died a few days ago. This woman went on yesterday to Ross to see 
the young man, John Grimes, since dead; she has just been 
brought into town on a cart, labouring under all the symptoms of 
Cholera. 

We had on yesterday an extraordinary meeting of the Castlebar 
Dispensary Committee; I annex their minutes. The Committee 
requested tho attendance of two medical gentlemen, Dr. Knott, of 
the County Infirmary, and Dr. Thomas M'Greal, of the Islandeady, 
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Dispensary of whom came with me to see tire patients attacked, 
but those 'gentlemen persevere in stating that it is not Asiatic 
Cholera, in which opinion I do not, by any means, concur. 

I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen, your very obedient 
servant, 

John C. Barrett, 

Medical Officer Castlebar Dispensary. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, 

Dublin. 



Dispensary Meeting, October 31, 1851. 



Members present Neal Davis, Chamnaii; John Bole, J. C. 
Lavminie, Mial Hanrohan, Joseph Kelly, William Young, Thomas 



Resolved That the foregoing members of the Committee, having 

taken into consideration the Report of the Medical Officer as to his 
apprehension of Cholera, in consequence of the number oi deaths 
whieh have occurred in a short space of tune, and having had the 
Report of Drs. Knott and M'Greal, who kindly, at our request, ac- 
companied Dr. Barrett to see the patients said to be afflicted, we 
are of opinion, that although there was sufficient cause for apprehen- 
sion of the disease existing, yet that at present there does not appear 
to he any decided case of Asiatic Cholera, 






19. Report from Dr. Dillon, Medical Inspector, 

Castlebar, November 2, 1854. 

Gentle r ^> your instructions of the 31st ult., I proceeded at 
once from Castlorea, county Roscommon, and reached Castlebar at 

a late hour last night. . , 

In order to afford you tho fullest information on the subject ot 
your communication, I visited, at an early hour this morning, every 
house in which persons had been reported to have died, or were 
labouring under Oliolera, and beg to submit, in detail, the tacts that 
came under my observation, and the statements given me y e 
persons residing in the several houses. 

The localities in which the disease has appeared are amongst tus 
very worst in the town of Castlebar, as far as regards P°^ erfc y ““ 
imeleanliness, and do not appear to have received tho benefits ol me 
Nuisance Removal, Ac-., Acts ; one wretched house was reported to 
contain no less than twenty human beings. 

The first ease appears to ho that of Mary M'Donneil, no, , 
attacked so early as the 24th of October, and ran into consecutive 
fever, dying on the sixth or seventh day of her illness ; after w 1C 
four persons died in tho same house. , ,, 

John Cawly, No. 5, a resident of Coolearny, on the borders ot 
county Sligo, had been in Castlebar two days before he was attao 'w 
He partook of eels for his dinner on Sunday, the 29th of Ue e > 
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tat tip to Tuesday, tlie 31st of October, appeared m good health, 
and transacted the business upon which he came to Castlebar. 1 
could not discern that any of those attacked had deviated from their 

01 J^Grimes, No. 8, came to Castlebar to attend the wake of his 
cousin, James Keilty, No. C, and left for his homo on Tuesday morn- 
mu the 33 st of October, in apparently good health. X Ins case 
reported by the Medical Officer as severe in its character and rapid 

Elizabeth Keilty, mother of James Keilty, No. 6, was in attend- 
ance on her child and John Grimes during their illness, and now lies 
in a very dangerous state. ^ , .. .... 

John Carny, the soldier of the 1st Royals, now ill m the military 
barrack, attended tlie wake of Clesbam’s child, No. 4. 

The Castlebar Dispensary District is in other respects reported 
healthy, and the officer of the Union Workhouse states that there is 
not at present any case of fever in the Fever Hospital. 

The sanitary officer is now engaged in having the houses of tlie 
poorer classes cleaned and whitewashed. I purpose remaining here 
for one or two days more, in order to see if further development of 
the disease may take place, which will he duly reported. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

T. Dillon, h.d., Medical Inspector. 

To tlie Poor Lain Commissioners, 

Custom House , Dublin. 



Enclosube in lYo. 10. 

1. Bridget M'Donnell, age twenty-eight, wife of a rag dealer, who 
travels through the country, had not been from home or in commu- 
nication with any person labouring under the disease hut her own 
child, attacked on Saturday morning, tlie 28th of October, with 
pinging, vomiting, and cramps, and died on Monday morning, the 
30th of October. 

2. Michael MfDonnell, aged one year and three months, child of 

the elder Bridget M'Donncll, attacked with vomiting and purging 
on Saturday night, the 28th October, and died on Sunday morning, 
the 29tli October. _ 

3. Mary M'Donnell, aged two years, child of Bridget M'Donnell, 

attacked so far back as the 24th of October; had severe purging and 
vomiting, and died in consecutive fever, on Monday, the,3'Jth Oct., 
a few hours before its mother. ... 

4. John Clesliam, aged two years, child of a labourer residing m 
the same bouse with the M'Donnells, attacked with vomiting and 
purging on Saturday morning, the 28th October, and died on Sun- 
day morning, 29tli October, being four deaths in one house. 

5. John Gawly, aged forty, a resident of Coolcarny, near Sligo, 
came to Castlebar for weaving-reeds; had been two days in good 
health in the town of Castlebar, attacked with purging, vomiting, and 
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cramps, on Tnesilay, the 31st of October, anti died on the morning 

of Wednesday, the 1st November. 

0 Janies Keiltv, aged three years, cluld oi Elizabeth keilty, now 
in tiie co'lapsed statue of Cholera, No. 13, attacked with vomiting and 
purging on Sunday, the 29tli October, and died on Monday, the 30th 

O'^Thotnas Cuffe, aged fifty years, a flax liaeklor, attended the 
wake of the MfDounells, Nos. 1, 2, and 3, attacked with purging, 
vomiting and cramps, on Monday, the 30th October, and died on 
Tuesday night, the 31st October; had not been buried at my visit 
on the 2nd November. 

8 John Grimes, about twenty-four years oi age, a small farmer, 
residing four miles from Castlebar, came to the wake and burial of 
his cousin, James Keilty, No. G; when returning home on Tuesday, 
the 31st October, was attacked with purging, vomiting, and cramps, 
and died in the house of a neighbour, near two miles from Ins village, 
on Wednesday, the 1st of November. Medical Officer of the Dis- 
trict visited him on the evening of the 31st ult. 

9 Ellen Hynes, an aged pauper lodging m a wretched house in 
the "same street as the M'Donnells, attacked with purging and 
vomiting, and died in ten hours. 

10. Catherine Murtyali, a child two years old, now reportedly 
the sanitary officer as having died this morning, labouring under 
Cholera ; was not reported before, or seen by any medical man. 

Total number of deaths to this date, 10 ; with one exception, 
namely, John Grimes, No. 8, had resided in the same quarter of the 
town of Castlebar. _ .... 

Cases still labouring under the disease and visited by mo this 
morning : — . 

11. Patrick Breimin, aged forty, had not been from home or in 
communication with any one labouring under Cholera presides in the 
same locality as the other cases; attacked on the 30tli October, 
with purging, vomiting, and cramps ; is now passing favourably 
through the consecutive fever ; all secretions restored. . 

12. Mary Breimin, four years old, daughter of Patrick Brenuiii, 
taken ill on the 30th October, now convalescent. ^ 

13. Elizabeth Keilty, aged forty-five, mother of James Keiltv, ho. 
G, returned home to Castlebar from attending John Grimes, No, 6, 
and was attacked on Wednesday evening, 1st November, and now 
lies dangerously ill, in a state of collapse. 

14. A soldier in the Military Hospital in collapse. 

15. A drummer’s child out of barracks, and residing in the same 
locality as the other cases. 

Total, 15 cases ; deaths, 10. . . 

See Report of Medical Officer in charge of the Military Hospital. 

T. Dillon. , 
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Depot 2nd Battalion 1st Regiment. 



Bank and. Name. 


|| 


Disease. 


Period ill. 


Residence. 

1 


Observations. 


Private John Car- ! 


1 

1 

19 ! 
3 


Cholera, 


29 hours, 


In barracks, . 


Came into liospi- 


Daughter of drum* 
mer, Thos. Lake. 


1 

Cholera, 


0 hours, 


Out of barracks 


tal at 7 o’clock. 
a.m., 1st Nov. 

! labourin guilder 
vomiting, purg- 
ing, & cramps ; 
passed no water 
since admission, 
is now much 
sunk, and ap- 
pears to be going 
I into collapse. 



* Was at the wake of n for --on of flio name of Clesham, on the night of tlio 31st ultimo, who 
was reported to have died of Cholera in tlio town* 

E. KNOTT, M.D., 



Surgeon in charge of Depot, Istf Royals. 

Castlebar) November 2, 1854. 

Gastlerea Union. 

Ho. 20.— Letter from Dr. Harkan, Medical Officer of 
Castlcplunket Dispensary District. 

Castlerea, November 7, 1854. 

Gentlemen, > - , 

In compliance witli the instructions contained in your circular- 
letter of the 1st of January, as regarding the appearance of Cho- 
lera in the country, I beg leave to report to you the two follow- 
ing cases which came under my notice in my District. On Sunday 
morning, the 5th inst., I was hurriedly sent for by Mr.. Clancy, of 
Fronclitown (distant four miles from Gastlerea), to visit two of his 
cottiers who had been seriously indisposed all night, and who had 
returned the Friday previous from England. I saw both John and 
James Kelly (brothers) soon after nine o’clock, A.M., and was fully 
convinced, from the symptoms, both were cases of Asiatic Cholera. 
James, the elder, aged forty, was then in advanced collapse, pulse- 
less, with excessive coldness, and lividity of hands and feet, constant 
retching, eyes sunken, with pinched features, husky voice, &c. 
Diarrhoea had subsided. I bad recourse to every means of treatment 
I could avail myself of, but lie expired at two o’clock, P.M., same 
day. He bad been suffering all day on Saturday from vomiting 
and slight Diarrhoea, but as lie took bis glass freely on his way 
home, it was considered the effects of drink. 

The younger brother, John, aged twenty, was attacked on Satur- 
day night with vomiting and purging, and when I saw him, was, m 
a word, labourlug under all the symptoms of the disease-*“crampsj 
rice* water vomit, 1 gave him two grains of acet* of lead and 

S’ 
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one half grain of opium every half hour, and ruhbed chloroform lini- 
ment over the extremities, and sinapisms to the stomach. On the 
death of the brother, I deemed it advisable to have him removed to 
the Workhouse Fever Sheds, and before doing so, Mr. Glancy 
waited on the Chairman of the Board of Guardians (Mr. Sandford) 
to have his sanction in so doing; he concurred m its propriety. He 
is now progressing most favourably. Mr. Glancy had the cabin 
burned down next day, a most wretched and filthy hovel; however, 
there can be no doubt but they conveyed the disease with them, 
inasmuch as the district has been in a most healthy state up to that. 
Every precautionary measure has been taken to arrest any further 
progress of the disease. I may observe, that the hoy now in hospital 
acknowledges he had an attack in his bowels in Atlilone ; he drank 



little. 

I have the 
servant, 



honour to remain, Gentlemen, your very obedient 



M. Hamlin, 

Medical Officer to the Oastlephmlcet Dispensary. 



To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



■No. 21 Report from Dr. Dillon, Medical Inspector. 

Castlerea, November 14, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

After minute inquiry iu this District on the subject oi the 
cases of Cholera reported by Dr. Harkan, and the statements 
made by the surviving brother, John Kelly, to mo this day, I have 
little to add beyond the facts given in the annexed Report of Dr, 
Harkan. 

Ro further extension of the disease has taken place, and the dis- 
trict reported to he in its former healthy state. 

• Dr. Harkan appears to me to have exercised sound judgment and 
discretion in his prompt removal of John Kelly to an isolated posi- 
tion in the fever sheds of the Union Workhouse; by this movement 
communication was arrested, and such care and attention given to 
the case as to have secured perfect recovery. The wretched cabin 
in which James Kelly died has been burned down. 

From the history given me by the surviving brother, John Kelly, 
as to the symptoms under which his late brother laboured, as well 
as his own, there cannot ho the slightest doubt of the disease having 
been true Asiatic Cholera, and that the disease was contracted m 
Dublin. 

John and James Kelly had been working for several months m 
England, about twenty miles from Birmingham, returned home by 
Liverpool, where they remained hut four hours. James Keny, 
deceased, had been delicate in Liverpool before he. embarked, bn 
had taken liberally of ardent spirits. Both landed in good heal 
in Dublin, took their breakfast in an eating-house in Church-stree , 
and left by the mid-day train for Atlilone. J ohu, the survivor, ha 
a slight attack of Diarrhoea on reaching Atlilone, hut got better 
during the night, and proceeded home the following morning (a dis- 
tance of about twenty-four .miles), which they reached late on t e 
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evening of Friday, when James was sudrlently attacked with 
vomiting, purging, and cramps, and died on Sunday, Dr. Harkan 
having seen him a few hours before death. John Kelly states that 
when he saw his brother so very bad, he sickened, had purging, 
vomiting, and cramps in his belly and arms ; he got some medicine 
from Dr. Harkan and brandy from his landlord, and was taken into 
the Hospital, where he now lies ; does not recollect further, as he 
believes that he was for some time out of his feeling. 

Dr. Harkan states that this case did not run into collapse. He 
is now perfectly convalescent, and will be able to return home in a 
few days. The inmates of the Union Workhouse reported in good 
health. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

T. Dillon, ji. n., Medical Inspector. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, 

Custom House, Dublin. 



Coleraine Union. 

No. 22. — Report from Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

Belfast, December 25, 1854. 
Sib, 

I have the honour to report, for the information of the Com-' 
missioners for administering the Laws for the Relief of the Poor in. 
Ireland, that, in pursuance of their instructions, I visited the Aglia- 
dowey Dispensary District, in the Coleraine Union, with reference 
to its sanitary state and the appearance of Cholera therein. Up to. 
the period of my visit, on the ‘21st instant, it appeared that six cases, 
of the epidomic, in its malignant form, had occurred, all of which 
proved fatal, and which have already been reported by Dr. Lane, 
the Medical Attendant of the Aghadowey Dispensary. 

The last case occurred on the 14th instant, and terminated fatally 
on the 18th; no ascertained case existing at the date of my visit,, 
and, as far as I have learned, subsequently ; consequently, as I have 
already apprized the Commissioners, the Committee, with whom I 
concurred in opinion, did not think it necessary to have the Cholera 
Order issued in the District, unless the further spread of the epidemic 
should render it desirable. 

The fatal cases above referred to all occurred in two houses ; the 
first sufferer being Charles M'Cormick, who took ill on the Sth, and 
died on the 10th day of December, and in whom the occurrence of 
the disease was not traceable to any infected source. 

The second case was that of a daughter of Charles M'Cormick, 
residing in the' same house with him. In the same family there are 
eight other inmates, all of whom remain unaffected with Choleraic 
disease. 

The third fatal case was that of Henry M'Oormiclr, the brother of 
the first-mentioned patient, their residences being about a mile apart. 
He was at his brother’s house during his illness, and at his funeral, 
and was attacked with Cholera on tiro 12th December, but he had. 
suffered from Diarrhoea for two or three days previously. Of the 
remaining seven inmates in Henry M'Cormiok's house, three died 
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subsequently of Cholera; three more had Diarrlura, and recovered; 
and one lias continued free from disease. . , . 

In addition to the report of Dr. Lane, I made inquiry of the two Me- 
diea Practitioners who were in attendance on Charles M Cormick and 
„ 11( 1 from their statements and description of the symp- 
tlfSe isTorealn to doubt, that the disease of which they died 

was Cholera of a very malignant type. 

In addition to the cases mentioned, a son-in-law of Charles M'Cor- 
mick (also in attendance during his illness) was attacked with 
Diarrhoea and cramps, on the 14th instant, and recovered ; and a 
cousin of the deceased also, under similar circumstances was attacked 
with the same symptoms, and recovered. Some other cases of 
Diarrhoea, but none fatal, have occurred the last previous one to the 
date of my visit having taken place on the 19th instant. 

Besides the cases referred to, which fell within the observation of 
Dr Lane, another Medical Practitioner reported to me two other 
slighter cases within the Aghadowey Dispensary District in which 
the symptoms were vomiting, purging, and cramps, but recovery 
took place in one of them, ami the last only occuiied on the -Oth of 
December, and the result is not known (yesterday). 

Charles M'Cormick was a bleacher, and not in very poor mum- 
stances his house being in an airy situation, and not remarkable for 
any particular nuisance or degree of uncleanlmcss. 

Henry M'Cormick was, however, very poov, and resided in a 
wretched dwelling, which I visited, and saw the remaining inmates 
of the family. It had been very filthy, hut was, to a certain extent, 
cleaned out' when I saw it, hut a large cesspool closely ad;°ins the 
house to which I drew the attention of the Medical Officer, with a 
view to its being filled up and the manure removed. 

"When I last inspected this Dispensary, Dr. Lane stated, that there 
were exceptions to the district being in a satisfactory state as re- 
garded nuisances injurious to health ; and ho reports that the sa me 
condition of circumstances still exists. I therefore specially drew the 
attention of the Committee to tlio subject, and the Relieving Officer, 
who was present, stated, that ho was then engaged in exammta 
of the Aghadowey Electoral Division, with reference to the wmovd 
of any nuisances that might ho ascertained to exist, ihe Slertica 
Officer further stated, that cattle in some, and swine in many in- 
stances, are kept in the dwelling-houses within the district. 

In the instance of Charles M'Cormick, who died first, a wake w 
held over the remains, hut except in the case of his own relativ 
above adverted to, no disease appears to have occurred amongst me 
numerous persons present on tlic occasion. All the other 
were buried as soon as.it could ho reasonably eflected. 

In four cases, the parties being destitute, coftins were procured , 
although it appears to have been judicious and necessary to procu 
them, some legal difficulty may arise, as in some other instances,, 
paying for them out of the poor rate, the Cholera Order, which confem 
the power of doing so, not having been in operation in the n ■ 
Another difficulty also arises in the early cases where the 
. i- , *i.„ in this, and some other m 



is not 
stances. 



ttier aimcmcy also arises in mib uwg ; i- ■ 

in operation : the Medical Ofiicer in tills, and some o 
i, give* relief to the patients, without ttekeU) to tivo 
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delay, and although provided with medicine from the Dispensary, 
they can neither ho recorded without regularity in the Relief Regis- 
try, nor in any other manner. Having specially directed the atten- 
tion of the Medical and Relieving Officers, as well as of the 
Committee, to the necessity of prompt measures for abatement of 
nuisances, and cleansing and limewashing of houses in which the 
disease may have made its appearance, I anticipate all necessary 
exertion being made, as a very full meeting seemed deeply interested 
in the matter, and anxious to carry out every suggestion tending to 
arrest the progress of the epidemic. 

I remain, sir, your most obedient servant, 

Alexander Knox, Medical Inspector. 

If. Stunk//, Esp, Secretary. 

Cookstown Union. 

No. 23. — Letter from Dr. Graves, Medical Officer of 
Cookstown Dispensary District. 

Coohstown, September 111, 1834. 

Gentlemen, 

In accordance with your circular, dated 3rd January, 1854, I 
beg to report that a case of Asiatic Cholera occurred in this town 
yesterday, in tlie person of a seaman, on tramp from Belfast. The 
man was taken ill between seven and eight o’clock, r.M., and a 
visiting ticket was presented at my house a little after nine o’clock. 
Being myself absent from home, on professional duty, my friend, Dr. 
Hamilton, Medical Officer of the Workhouse, immediately visited 
the. patient, and prescribed for him counter-irritants and calomel and 
opium, &c. On my return about eleven o’clock, I saw him at 
once ; he then, horvever, was in a state of collapse, and though 
I used every means in my power to restore him, lie died about four 
o’clock this morning. 

I have reported the ease to the Board of Guardians at their meet- 
ing this day, and have urged them to take all available measures, 
by the use of lime and other disinfecting agents, to prevent the 
spread of the disease. 

I have the honour to he your obedient servant, 

Henry Graves, 

Medical Officer, Goohstoim Dispensary. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



Cork. Union. 

So. 24. — Keport from Dr. Purcell, Medical Inspector. 

Cork, April 6, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

I have the honour to report, for your information, that on my 
arrival here yesterday, I heard that some coses of Cholera had 
occurred in the middle district of the city, which do not appear to 
have been reported to you. On inquiry this day I learned that on 
Saturday, the 25tli ult., a person (whose name I could not find out) 
came into Cork from, the neighbourhood of Kauturk or Limerick 
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for the purpose of emigration. He lodged, in a very dirty, ill-venti- 
lated lodging-house in Harpur’s-lane ; was seized with purging, 
vomiting, and the other usual symptoms of Cholera on the morning 
of Monday, the 27th ult., and died on Tuesday the 28th. 

On Thursday, the 30th ult., a child, six years of age, son to the 
owner of the house, who also keeps a fish-stall in the market-place, 
got suddenly ill with the ordinary symptoms of Cholera, and died 
m seven hours. This child, I am informed, was in previous good 
health • had no premonitory Diarrhoea, and was treated hy Dr. 
Beamish, one of the physicians to the Cork Fever Hospital. _ 

On Sunday morning last, about one o clock, A.M., Mrs. .Broderick, 
mother of the child, and wife to the owner of the house aforesaid, 
was suddenly seized with purging, vomiting, cramps &c and at 
gin-lit o’clock the same morning her husband called on Dr. Beamish, 
who visited ber, and ordered her to liospitaL Slie refused to go, 
and died at eleven o’clock the same day. This woman, I am told, 
was within a few days of her confinement, and doubtless in much 
grief at the loss of her son. She ate of stale fish and drank two 
glasses of whiskey the previous evening. 

Mary Cotter, thirty-one years of age, residing in the same house, 
was en "aired on Sunday last in dressing and preparing the deceased 
woman; Mary Broderick, for interment, sickened yesterday morning 
about one o’clock, a.m., with the usual symptoms of Cholera, bhe 
was immediately visited by Dr. Beamish, and sent to hospital, where 
she is now under treatment, and likely to do well. 

Ellen M'iTamara, of Nelson’s-plaee, in the same locality, was m 
good health up to eight o’clock on Monday morning last, when she 
was suddenly seized with purging, vomiting, and other symptoms of 
Cholera. She was promptly attended hy Dr. Murphy, of ho. j, 
Cork City Dispensary District, and sent by him to hospital, bhe is 
under treatment, and likely to recover. This woman informed me 
that her diet on the previous day consisted only of bread and tea, 

. and that she had no meat, fish, vegetable, or drink of any kind, and 
no connexion with any infected person that she knew of. 

Mary Began, a prisoner in the county gaol for the last two 
months, rather in good health, and not suffering from any premoni- 
tory symptom of Cholera, was suddenly attacked at about one o clock, 
p.M., yesterday, the 5th instant, with serous vomiting purging, 
cramps, loss of voice, the. Dr. Beamish, the Medical Officer o 1 6 
gaol, visited her at two o’clock, when lie found her in profoun 
collapse. She lingered, however, until this morning, when she died. 

Harpur’s-lane and the lanes adjoining abound with nuisances oi 
the very worst description, There is also in this neighbourhoo a 
bone aud rag manufactory, the smell from which is at times very 
offensive. It was in this locality that Cholera first appeared in 1 MA 

The drainage of the entire city of Cork is most imperfect ; an 
I do not think that either the Sanitary Committee or the Corpora- 
tion are sufficiently active in their sanitary measures. 

I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen,your very obedient servant, 

John P. Pueoeli,, Medical Inspector, 

To the Poor law Commissioners, 
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No. 25 Report from Dr. Purcell, Medical Inspector. 

Carrick-on-Suir, April 24, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 19th instant, No. 11,819, 1854, relative to a report of mine of 
the 6th instant, about certain cases of Cholera which had occurred in 
the city of Cork, and requiring a further report from me in reference 
to one of those cases. 

In pursuance of the above instructions, I have made inquiry, and 
learned that the man whose name I was unable to give in my report 
of the 6th instant, was John Downey, aged about 18 years; that he, 
accompanied by his mother and a younger brother, came into Cork 
on or about the 25th ultimo, from Kenmare, in the county Kerry, 
where they had been some time inmates of the Union Workhouse, 
on their way to Wales. 

I was unable to find out any thing as to the deceased’s previous 
health or habits, or whether he had been in communication with any 
person or place where Cholera was before bis coming to Cork ; but 
I was informed that this was the first case which occurred iii 
Harpur’s-lane. 

There was no regular application made for medical aid ; hat Dr. 
Wall, the Medical Officer of No. 5 Dispensary District, was passing 
through the lane at about three o’clock, p.m., on the 27th ultimo, and 
was asked to see the deceased, which he did, and prescribed for him, 
and left the directions on paper with the parties in the house, and 
desired that application should be immediately mads at the Dispen- 
sary for the medicines. 

I subsequently saw Dr. W_all in reference to this matter, and so 
far as his being called in casually to see the deceased, the statement 
is correct ; hut finding that tlio medicines had not been applied for 
at the Dispensary, he did not visit a second time. I made a search 
for the prescription at the Dispensary, and could not find it nor any 
trace of it having been delivered there. 

The mother and brother of deceased are supposed to have gone 
back to Kenmare, and may probably be now in the workhouse there. 

I beg to assure yon that it would have afforded me additional 
satisfaction to give all these particulars as to this case in my report 
of the 6th instant ; but when I went to the house on that day to 
make inquiries as to the deaths by Cholera which occurred in it, I 
had considerable difficulty in procuring the requisite information. 
I got it, regarding the wife and child, of the owner of the house, hut 
he being intoxicated, became so agitated and annoyed at his loss, 
that he rather exhibited a disposition to he impertinent, and.refnsed 
to give, or allow any one else to give, any further information 
regarding the deceased John Downey. 

I havethe honour to remain, Gentlemen, yourvery obedient servant, 
" John F. Purcell, Medical Inspector. 

To the Poor Zaw Commissioners, jDMin, 
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No. 26.— Letter from Dr. Rountree, Medical Officer of 
Ballincollig Dispensary District. 

Ballincollig, Cork, April 17, 1854. 

SlR ’ I be"' to state, in reply to your communication of 12tli instant, 
that tbe Board of Guardians of Cork Union have not as yet elected 
the Committee of Management for Ballincollig, and consequently 
tbe local honorary officers are not yet agreed on. 

I have to state further, for the information of the Poor Law Com- 
missioners, that a case of Asiatic Cholera occurred this day in my 
district at a place called Lislreens, nearly two Hides from tins place 
A poor woman, named Margaret Noonan, w.fe to a labourer, alma 
thirty-eight years of age, was attacked with vomiting, purgtng, and 
cramps, at about six o'clock tins morning ; and with singular care- 
lessness they omitted to send for me until half-past twelve, noon ; 
on my arrival immediately after, I found toe woman m ext.eme 
collapse, extremities cold and bluish, covered with damp, quite 
noiseless face and breath quite cold. 

P I endeavoured to warm her with hot bottles, cloths, Ac without 
much success, and administered medicines which appeared to have 
allayed vomiting, &c„ the cramps too, have nearly ceased ; how- 
ever at my next visit she continues still cold and without any 
appearances indicating reaction, although the prominent symptoms 

al I have learned that the woman attended the funeral of a relative 
on Wednesday last in Cork, who died of Cholera, but was mute 
well in health until suddenly attacked this morning ; she ate a kr 
supper of pork and vegetables last night, winch she supposed to 

have disagreed with her. . _ , ... . _ 

I left a nursetender in charge of her, and intend to visit again as 

soon as I conveniently can. 

A policeman also reported himself to me this day ill of Diarrha. 
and vomiting. I gave him medicines which gave lum present relic . 
Apologizing for troubling you at such length, 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

G. A. llOTTNTREE, M.D., 

Medical Officer, Ballincollig Dispensary. 

TP. Stanley, Bsq. Secretary, 

Poor law Commission. 



No. 27.— Report from Dr. Purcell, Medical Inspector. 

Carrick-on-Suir, April 22, 1S54. 

GEN Adverting to Reference Paper, No. 13,127, attached to a letter 
of Dr. Rountree’s, Medical Officer of the BaHinoollig B«PW7 
District In Cork Union, reporting a case of Cholera in ttta 
I have the honour to report for your information that 1 
district in question, and the following is the result of my 1 q 7* 
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Market Noonan, a strong healthy woman, of temperate habits, 
and about tliirty-eiglit years of age, the wife of a labourer and 
mother of fire children, retired to bed on the night of the lGtli 
instant in perfect health, after partaking of a dinner consisting of 
nork and broccoli boiled ; and got up, as was her custom, at about 
five o’clock, A.a., on the morning of the 17tli, and went out on 
business She returned in about an hour after, suffering from ptirg- 
ju <r vomiting, and pain in her stomach, and went to bed again ; her 
husband, thinking that it was the pork that disagreed with her did not 
feel it necessary to send, lor a doctor until about twelve o clock at 
noon the same day, six hours after she was first seized, when Dr. 
Rountree was called, and was immediately in attendance upon her. 
He found her pulseless and in the collapsed stage of Asiatic Cholera. 
He continued in attendance upon her, with the assistance of a ■ nurse- 
tender that he procured, until she died at about nine o clock, r.M., 
the night of the same day (17th). . 

The house the deceased resided in, m the village of Li sheens, 
about two miles from Ballincollig, and in the Dispensary District of 
Ballincollig, consists of two small rooms, which accommodated the 
family of deceased and a mule kept by her husband ; it is in the 
most filthy state possible, and the effluvia arising from the floor 

where the" mule was kept, extremely offensive. 

The deceased was in Cork on Wednesday, -the 1-tli instant, 
attending the funeral of her husband’s niece ; but I could not find 
out any evidence that she (the niece) had died_of Cholera. 

As regards the case of Janies Connor, the Sub-Constable, I was 
unable to procure any information except from Dr. Rountree, anrl 
lie had nothing to add beyond what he had already communicated 
in his letter, herein returned. . 

The sanitary state of the Ballincollig Dispensary District is very 
imperfect; no steps have been taken to carry out the provisions ot 
the Nuisances Removal and Diseases Prevention Acts, since Decem- 
ber last, and the district requires it very much, particularly _ m 
the village of Lislieens (whore this case of Cholera occurred), being 
principally inhabited by a very poor class of people. 

I would recommend the attention ot the Board of Guardians ant 
Dispensary Committee being immediately called, to the very 
neglected condition of this district, in a sanitary point oi view. 

I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen, your very obedient 

servant, , , T 

Jons P. Purcell, Medical Inspector. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 



Groom Union. 

No. 28.— Letter from Dr. Murphy, Medical Officer of 
Croom Dispensary District. 

Croom, Co. Limerick, April 14, 1854. 

Gentlemen, , , . T 

I beg to state, for your information, that about an hour since i 
was called to visit John Donovan, in this village. I found him 
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labouring under Asiatic Cholera, and liad him removed to the Work- 
house Infirmary, where every attention is paid to him. It appears 
he came from Limerick on last Wednesday, and was labouring under 
Diarrhoea for the last couple of days. _ The poor man was in a state 
of collapse when I was called on to visit him, and I am of opinion 
the case will terminate fatally. 

In all other respects the Workhouse aud Dispensary District are 
particularly healthy. 

I am, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

WiiLiAH C. Murphy, Medical Officer. 

p g. Croom is about nine Irish miles from Limerick. 



29 Deport from Dr. Geary, Medical Inspector. 

Charleville, April 21, 1854. 

G EtraLEMEtf > ea ^ e t0 gblto tliat J yesterday attended, at Croom Dis- 
pensary District, in reference to the case of Cholera reported by 
Dr. Murphy, the particulars of which appears to have been as 

t0l John Donohoe, aged fifty-five years, a nailer by trade, sleptat Mun- 
vret-street, Limerick, on the night of Tuesday, the lltli instant, in 
a house next to that in which a comfortable woman died of Cholera 
on the same day, aud appears to have had intercourse with the 
persons residing in those premises. On Wednesday, the twelfth, lie 
came to the village of Croom, and slept that night at a common 
lmleiny-house, kept by Mrs. Griffin, and in which there resided on 
that night Mrs. Griffin aud her three children, and a Mrs. Kiltugsm 
aud two children, all of whom continued in good health at the time 
of my visit. He appears to have occupied the same bed with 
another lodger, whose name is unknown, and who left Croom on the 
following morning. 

Donohoe obtained employment from a nailer, named Sellors, living 
at Well-road, in the village, and took up his abode with him and 
family, on Thursday, the 13tli, being then, as Sellors states, in appa- 
rently good health, although thin and worn-looking. He was 
noticed "to leave his work frequently on Friday morning, iu conse- 
quence, it is alleged, of an attack of Diarrhoea, which terminated 
in Cholera about noon; and he was seen by the District Medical 
Officer about midday, who had him removed, after a conference with 
members of the Board of Guardians, to a separate and unoccupied 
ward in the Workhouse Infirmary, where he died that night. 

Sellors has a family of eight persons, all of whom were inmates of 
the premises during Donohoe’s residence, and were in their usual 
health at the time of my visit. 

Sellors aud Griffin’s houses have been limewashed and purified 
since. • 

■ Accompanied by Head-Constable Philips and Dr. Murphy 1 ex- 
amined a large number of the premises, including the rere yards m 
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tlie village of Croom, where much appears to have been effected for 
the abatement of nuisances, few manure collections remaining ; the 
chief matters of an objectionable nature still observable being some 
cesspools, close to the river, which runs through the town. The 
Constabulary appear to have been very active, and will have those 
matters at once attended to. I found two limewashers engaged in 
the houses, and the Chairman of the Board, Mr. Fosberry, mentioned 
that lime had been provided, and that every exertion would be used 
to have all the houses purified without delay. 

On conferring with the Medical Officer I learned that it was pro- 
posed to receive such extern cases of Cholera as may occur iu Croom 
anil the neighbouring Electoral Division into the ground floor of the 
Workhouse°Infirmary, one ward of which 1 found fitted up for 
females, and the other designed for males. The objectionable nature 
of this arrangement, which contemplated the admission of cases of 
epidemic disease within a building included in the interior eco- 
nomy of the Workhouse, and iu the second floor of which I found 
sixteen females and thirteen males under medical treatment, was 
brought under the consideration of the Board of Guardians, who 
werc^ then assembled at an adjourned meeting, and who readily 
concurred in the inexpediency of such an arrangement, which was 
abandoned by resolution, determining that all cases of Cholera oc- 
curring henceforward should bo admitted into the new Fever Hos- 
pital building, which is all but finished, and entirely detached from 
the other occupied apartments. This arrangement was the more 
practicable, as the number of inmates were recently reduced to 
405. the remaining number having been drafted to Ballingarry 
auxiliary. 

In going over this Workhouse it was gratifying to observe the 
order, cleanliness, and decorum which appeared in each department. 
The original plan for the receptiou and removal of the house soil 
has been abandoned with great advantage, waggons^ being now 
substituted for cesspools in connexion with the privies, and the 
open surface drainage being so far modified as to admit of a large 
proportion of the watery refuse being carried away to the main 
sewer by covered drains, having a good fall. 

In reference to Hospital provision for the Electoral Divisions of 
the Union in the neighbourhood of Ballingarry, the Board resolved, 
that the main building of the Grove auxiliary he appropriated for 
the receptiou of Cholera cases occurring to the south-west. This 
house, it appears, is entirely unoccupied, and a separate entrance 
secured through the hall door, there being hut 109 inmates in the 
detached out-oflices, while the accommodation is designed for 950 . 

No other case of 011016111 has appeared in the district, and the 
Medical Officer states that the health of the residents is very good. 

I have the honour to he, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
Wimiam J, Geary, m.d., Medical Inspector. 

The Poor Law Commissioners, 

Dublin, 
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J7 0 . 30. — Letter from Dr. Worrall, Medical Officer of 
Adare Dispensary District. 

Adare, April 18, 1851. 

Gentlemen, , 

In obedience to instructions issued on ord January, and 
marked Ho. 1 M. 54, Miscellaneous, I beg to inform you, a case of 
Asiatic Cholera occurred in my District on yesterday, which termin- 
ated fatally after a few hours’ duration. 

The patient (Michael Toomey) was seized with the usual symp- 
toms, anil it was not until the stage of collapse set in that 1 was 
sent for. 

On my arrival there I at once adopted the customary treatment, 
administered stimulants, &c., but the patient never rallied. 

This person was detained in Limerick for some time on Saturday, 
where he took a fright, also the preceding week had an attack of 
Diarrhoea after partaking of veal, which lasted for two days and 
then ceased, hut never applied for medical advice. 

I have the honour to he, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

JoilS WOBRALL, 

Medical Officer of Adare Dispensary 
District, in Groom. Union. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



No. 31 Letter from Dr. Worrall, Medical Officer of 

Adare Dispensary District. 

Adare, April 21, 1851. 

Gentlemen, 

In reply to the communication received this morning, dated 
20th inst., and numbered 13,128, ’54, I beg to say the general 
sanitary state of this District has been much improved since the 
period for sowing potatoes set in, as all manure heaps have been 
removed, and cesspools emptied ; along with this, steps have been 
taken to whitewash the poorer habitations. 

I have further to remark, as yet not another case of Cholera lias 
occurred, and that which did take place was speedily interred, so as 
to prevent the custom of holding a wake, lest such a practice might 
spread the epidemic. 

I have the honour to he, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

John WorralIi. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



No. 32 — Report from Dr. Geary, Medical Inspector. 

Limerick, May 12, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg leave to transmit tho information sought by the 
Commissioners’ communication, No. 13,128, in reference to the 
case of Cholera reported by the Medical Officer of the Adare 
Dispeusary District; the general sanitary condition of the locality; 
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ami the extent to wliieh the provisions of the Nuisances Removal 
and Diseases Prevention Acts have been carried out therein. 

The case reported appears to have hcen the only one which 
occurred in the District up to this date ; and from information col- 
lected from tho members of the family of deceased, on the premises 
where he lived, it is ascertained that Michael Toomey, aged forty 
vears a labourer, had been in Limerick on Saturday the 15th April, 
from whence he returned late on the evening of the same day, and 
stated to his family, that during his stay there he had no communi- 
cation with any person attacked with Cholera; but saw a car driving 
at a quick rate over the bridge, which he supposed was occupied by 
some person ill with the disease, and did not feel well before leaving 
Limerick. Dined on Sunday, the lGth (Easter Sunday), on pickled 
pork, with greens and potatoes; was attacked with purging, vomit- 
ing, and cramps, about six o clock, A. ir. , ou the 1 / th ; was attended 
by 'the District Medical Officer before eight o’clock, A.M., whose 
assiduity and care are spoken of with gratitude by the widow and 
family. Notwithstanding the most careful and persevering attention, 
the disease progressed with great rapidity, and death ensued in the 
afternoon of the same day. On close inquiry it was ascertained that 
Toomey ate unfed veal for dinner on Sunday, the 9 th, and had a 
sharp attack of Diarrhoea for two or three days subsequently, which 
he concealed from the family until attacked by Cholera. The Diar- 
rhoea appeared to have ceased about the 13th, but he did not <c feel 
well” ... 

Tho premises in which he resided consisted of two apartments 
and a loft, and was the residence in common of 1'oomey’s family and 
that of his two brothers, making in all eleven members; of these 
there were nine resident at the time of his illness, and all have 
escaped indisposition up to the present time. Tho house is situate 
on rising ground, is well-ventilated and clean, hut much over- 
crowded; is at Mundella, in the Electoral Division of Adore South. 

From an examination of the Medical Relief Register, the District 
may be said to enjoy an exemption from any affections indicating a 
tendency to Cholera. A few cases of fever have been entered for 
the month, and there are some cases of measles. 

Lime and brushes have been provided for cleaning and purifying 
the houses in the village of Adare ; and from an examination of 
some of the premises, it does not appear that there are any collections 
of manure or other objectionable matters requiring special observation, 

I have the honour to he, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

William J. Geary, m.d.. Medical Inspector. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 

Downpatrick Union. 

No. 33 — Letter from Dr. Filson, Medical Officer of 
Portaferry Dispensary District. 

Portaferry Dispensary, May 15, 1854, 

2 o'clock, r.M. 

Oestlemen, 

Agreeable to your instructions of the 3rd January last, I hava 
to communicate that I was called on this moruinj at tea ooloelt to 
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visit Phelix Smith, residing at Portaferry, and found him labouring 
under unequivocal symptoms of Asiatic Cholera.^ 

I am closely engaged with the case to-day, which at present seems 
to have taken a favourable change. I shall write you to-morrow, 
and give you particulars, which my time to-day will not allow to 
save this post. 

I am your obedient servant, 

Alex. B. Filson, 

To the Commissioners for administering the Laws 
for Relief of the Poor in Ireland. 



No. 34. Letter from Dr. Filson, Medical Officer of 

Portaferry Dispensary District. 

Portaferry, May 16, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

I wrote you yesterday with regard to a case of Cholera which 
I was called on to attend, and now submit for your information the 
following particulars:— Phelix Smith, aged fifty years, a labourer, 
and inhabitant of Portaferry, went to Scotland about the middle of 
last month, and engaged to work at a place called Stoinson, in the 
neighbourhood of Ayr, where be' continued to bo employed, with other 
labourers, till about the 5th or 6th of the present month. Several 
eases of Cholera — some of them fatal — had occurred among his 
companions, and he bail assisted at the funeral at least of one of 
them. He became alarmed, and returned home to his family (who, 
in the mean time, had continued at Portaferry) on the 9th or 10th 
instant. He had been at work on Friday and Saturday last in the 
town, and seemed in his usual health. His family, six in number, 
had all been in good health during his absence, and still are so. On 
Sunday morning he was attacked with purging, which continued 
severe all day; evacuations watery and whitish; great thirst, but 
not much pain ; vomited for the first time about nine o’clock on 
Sunday evening, and continued to do so at short intervals during 
the night ; bowels purged at same time ; great thirst, which he 
appeased by drinking large quantities of cold water, and which was 
rejected, mixed with whitish flacculent matter ; unable to leave the 
bed when purged ; had no medicines of any kind, and made no 
application for advice till ten o’clock on Monday morning. When 
visited, found him labouring under the symptoms above detailed; 
examined the evacuations, and found them rice-water like ; pulse 
small, and about 100 ; tongue pallid and moist, skin of face dusky, 
features sharp, tip of nose cold, prmcordial oppression, great debility, 
and no urine voided during the night ; whispering sound of voice, so 
characteristic of the disease ; no cramps or spasms. 

Immediately gave him two pills, each containing one gr. opium 
ami two of camphor, and half an hour after a. draught containing 
aromatic confection, spirit amnion, and camphorated mixture, tins 
and jars containing hot water to the stomach and extremities, addi- 
tional blankets, and for drink, whiskey largely diluted with cold 
water, in small quantities. The pills and draught were retained on 
the stomach. At twelve o’clock, found he had vomited once, but 
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not purged ; pulse ratlier firmer ; heat of sldn improved, as well 
as °eneral expression of eountenance ; gave him one pill same as 
former, and repeated tlie draught half an hour after ; visited him 
every hour during the day, and as the vomiting did not return, and 
purging remained checked, gave him no medicine till bed-time, when 
he hadTtwo grains calomel and half grain opium in pill. Has had 
rice-water for drink, and a saiall cup of arrow-root with table-spoonful 
of whiskey. He is in every respect much improved; hut has not as 
vet voided any urine, nor is there any in the bladder — now nine 
o’clock. 

Visited Smith this (Tuesday) morning at six o’clock ; he has 
continued easy and free from any unfavourable symptoms during 
the night ; towards morning, voided about half a pint of urino ; 
did not see it. He feels languid ; pulse 80, and weak ; tongue 
clean, thirst abated ; skin comfortably warm ; voice lias resumed its 
usual character ; has taken a cup of bread and water ; ordered a 
pill containing three grains calomel and half grain opium. 

One o'clock. — Has had one motion from the bowels, tinged with 
bile. The rest of the family, six in number, are at present all well. 
The house in which they reside is very small, and not sufficient 
accommodation for so large a family. The Dispensary Committee 
have afforded me every assistance in tlieiv power. 

I have the honour to be your obedient servant, 

Alex. B. Filson. 

N.B. — I was called on early this morning to visit a woman in a 
different street from that in which Smith resides. She had been 
suffering for two hours with vomiting, purging, and cramps, but the 
evacuations were loaded with bile. Tho pulse, heat of skin, voice, 
and countenance, remained good ; the symptoms yielded to opiates 
and turpentine fomentations. 

A. B. Filson. 

To the Commissioners for administering the Laws 
for Relief of the Poor in Ireland. 



No. 35. — Report from Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

Portaferry, May 19, 1854. 

Sro. 

I have, the honour to report that I this day proceeded to Porta- 
ferry, and instituted an inquiry regarding the appearance of Cholera 
in the District and its sanitary condition. On the most careful 
inquiry, I see no reason ■ to question that the cases detailed by Dr. 
Filson to the Commissioners, were, the first, a case of malignant 
Cholera, and the latter of bilious Cholera. There was no communi- 
cation between the two families ; and with regard to the man, 
the circumstances are accurately detailed by Dr. Filson, except 
that be denies having been at a funeral of a person dead of 
Cholera ; but the disease was prevalent in the place in Scotland 
where he resided. Dr. Filson had much experience of the disease in 
1832, and he has no doubt of the nature of the disease with which 
the man was affected. The man and woman whom I visited are 
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botli convalescent,; and none of their families (the former consisting 
of sis, and the latter of tv,-o, persons) have been subsequently 
attacked, and are all quite well up to the present time; and at the • 
date of my Report there is no ascertained case of either Cholera or 
Diarrhoea in the Portaferry District. 

Since the case was reported, the Committee have met daily; and ' 
on the 15th instant passed the following resolution 1 “ That Dr. 
Filson have full power to procure whatever ho thinks necessary;” , 
and, in consequence, Dr. Filson has procured for Phelix Smith a pair ) 
of blankets, and a supply of bread, rice, tea, sugar, and milk, and 
whiskey, to the amount in all of about twelve shillings. The Com- 
mittee contemplated the expense being defrayed out of the poor-rates, 
exclusive of relief, to the amount of six shillings, given for the benefit 
of the family by the Relieving Officer of the Union. , | 

Propter accommodation for an hospital has been put at the dis- : 
posal of the Committee, if required ; and nurses can be had, if 
necessary. 

The Medical Officer reports the District to he in a more satisfac- 
tory state, as regards nuisances, than at any previous period ; the 
Committee, who have latterly met daily, taking immediate steps to 
have any ascertained nuisances abated ; and, as far I have been able 
to visit the town, its condition appears satisfactory. 

I shall attend the meeting of the Board of Guardians at Down- 
patrick to-morrow, and subsequently again report to the Commis- 
sioners. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Alex. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

TK. Stanley, Esq., Secretary. t 



]Sfo. 36. Letter from Dr. Filson, Medical Officer of 

Portaferry Dispensary District. 

Portaferry, September 14, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

I wrote the enclosed note yesterday, but was too late for post. 

The case to which it refers terminated fatally this morning at three 
o’clock. 

I ain, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Alex. B. Filson, 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 

Enclosure in No. 36. 

Portaferry Dispensary, September 13, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

I think it right to acquaint you that I was called on yesterday 
to visit a gentleman labouring under Asiatic Cholera, in the second ; 

stage, at a distance of two miles from this town. Ho is still living, j 

but in collapse, and I see no reasonable grounds to expect recovery. t 
He is an inhabitant of Downpatrick, and came to see iris friends on 
Monday last, at whisk time I And hs was labouring under Diart™* j 
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' No,. Ill, | Rvparta qf Cholera Cant, 

He had been in Belfast on business on Friday and Saturday last, 
returned to Down on Saturday .night, and first felt unwell on Sunday 

'"‘He was not attended by any medical man till yesterday at two 
o’clock. I shall apprize you of the result of this ease. 

I am your obedient servant, 

Alex. B. Filson. 

need scarcely remark that this is not a Dispensary case. 

A. 11. F. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 

No. 37. — Letter from Colonel Laiicom. 

Dublin Castle, September 15, 1854. 

< Gentlemen, • .... 

Iam directed by the Lords’ Justices to transmit, for your liitor- 
malion, copy of a Report received from tho Inspector-General, 
relative to a case of Cholera having occurred at Strangford on the 
11th instant. 

I am, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Titos. A. Laiicom. 



To the Poor Law Commissioners. 

Enclosure in No. 37. 

County of Doun, Downpatrick, September 13, 1854. 

I have to state that a sailor, named James Brown, on board a 
vessel put into Strangford on the lltli instant, was attacked with 
Cholera at four o’clock on that day, and, after eight hours’ illness, 
lie died. As this is tho first case of the disease occurring in this 
District, I think it right to report its appearance. 

(Signed) K. Sinsleton. 

The Inspector-General. 

North Dublin Union. 

No. 38 Report from Dr. Hill, Medical Inspector. 

22, lily-place, Dublin, August 19, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your letters, No. 
27,271, of the loth, and No. 27,099, of the 18th instant, enclos- 
ing lleturns from Dr. Barrett, Medical Officer of the Fiuglas and 
Glasncvin Dispensary District of the North Dublin Union, of cases 
of Choleraic disease stated to have occurred in that District, and to 
inform you that, having returned last evening from tiie Mountinelick 
Union, I this day proceeded, in pursuance of your instructions, to 
Fin gins, and made inquiry in reference to these cases andthe sanitary 
state of the District. 

It appears, that from Sunday tho 13tb, to Friday the 1 Sth instant, 
live cases of Choleraic disease have occurred in the village of Fin- 
glas’; and of these, four of the patients were residing in the same 
house. 

The first case was that of James Reilly, a labourer, thirty years 
of age, who had been employed in laying down the wires of the 
Electric Telegraph between Dublin and Belfast. He is stated to 
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p ave remained in Belfast about a fortnight after the completion of 
liis work, and to have returned to Dublin with his wife, by steamer, 
on Friday, the 1 1 tb instant. Iiis stomach having been somewhat 
disturbed by tbo voyage, be purchased, on landing, a gallon of porter, 
and. as it is affirmed, drank tbo whole of it. 

He then proceeded to Finglas with his wife, and took a lodging 
there in the house of a woman named Lawless. On Friday night be 
complained of griping pains in the abdomen ; on Saturday, the 12th 
instant be was suffering from Diarrhoea ; and about eleven o’clock 
on the’ night of Sunday, the 13th instant, was seized with violent 
vomitim*'. purging, and cramps in tbo abdomen am! lower extremities. 

Between three and four o’clock on tbo morning of Monday, the 
ppth instant, be was visited by Dr. Barrett, the Medical Officer, 
who states that he found him labouring under nearly all the usual 
symptoms of Asiatic Cholera; bis pulse very feeble, features 
shrunken, and of livid colour; tongue, white, and the extremities 
cold, with violent cramps, intense thirst, and constant vomiting 
and ’purging of a watery fluid. At a subsequent visit Dr. Barrett 
ascertained, by introduction of the catheter, that there was total 
suppression of urine. 

Under active and appropriate treatment tbo more urgent symp- 
toms subsided, and the secretion of urine returned on the evening 
of tbo loth instant; symptoms of consecutive fever then set in, 
attended with troublesome hiccup, and on the evening of the 17th 
instant, he was removed to the liardwickc Fever Hospital, where 
I am informed ho is still under treatment. 

On Wednesday, the ICtli instant, Larry Lawless, about twelve 
months old, tlio’ infant child of the woman in whose house James 
lSciilv was lodging, was attacked with Diarrlnea. Towards evening 
of the same duv vomiting and purging of a whev-coloured fluid set- 
in. attended with violent cramps of tlio muscles of the abdomen and 
lower extremities. Dr. Barrett saw him at seven o clock in the 
evening and prescribed for him. On the following morning, at ten 
o’clock, the symptoms had not subsided, the snrfaca of tlio body wad 
cold and livid, and the general prostration extreme. In the after- 
noon of that day the symptoms began to abate, and tlio secretion of 
urine, which had been suppressed for eighteen hours, was re-estab- 
lished. At the period of my visit, about four o’clock this afternoon, 
he appeared to he convalescent. 

Margaret Lawless, between four ami live years of age, a sister of 
the lust named patient, and living in the same house, was attacked 
during the night of Wednesday, the Kith instant, with vomitiugsnn 
Diarrhoea, accompanied with cramps in the abdomen and muscles of 
the upper extremities. The fluids ejected were at first ol bilious cha- 
racter, but afterwards almost colourless. Slio was seen by Dr. Barrett, 
about ten o’clock, a.ji., of the 17th instant, when he found her 
labouring under the above-mentioned symptoms, attended with great 
prostration of strength ; the features were shrunken and livid, and 
the general surface of the body was cold, hut not discoloured. 
"When I saw her this afternoon, I was informed that she had been 
for some hours free from vomiting, purging, and cramps ; there was 
no discolouration of the surface, hut it was cold and damp, and the- 
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pulse was scarcely perceptible. There appeared to be little prospect 
of tier recovery. 

The fourth case was that of Hose Reilly, aged twenty-three years, 
wife of James Reilly, the first patient attacked. She had accom- 
panied her husband from Belfast, and was lodging with him in Mrs. 
Lawless’s house. About ten o’clock yesterday morning, the 18th 
instant, she was seized with severe purging of a whey-like fluid, 
attended with pain but not with cramps, and followed by great 
prostration of strength. She was soon afterwards attended by Dr. 
Barrett, who prescribed for her, and in the course of the day she 
was able to walk to the Hardwicke Hospital, where, 1 was informed, 
she was admitted. 

The foregoing cases occurred in a tenement of a very wretched 
description, incapable of being properly ventilated, crowded with 
inmates, and destitute of oven a bed. 

In the same village, hut not in the immediate neighbourhood of 
the locality above mentioned, a case of bilious Cholera occurred on 
Monday, the 1 4th instant. The patient was a woman named Nanny 
Kelly, "thirty years of age, who was attacked on that night with 
Diarrhcea, and vomiting of bilious matter, attended with cramps in 
the abdomen. She had been in Dublin during the day, and it was 
suspected had committed some error in diet. She was immediately 
attended by the Medical Officer, and was convalescent on the fol- 
lowing day. 

At the time of my visit to Finglas she was absent at her work 
in the fields, as I was informed, but I could not ascertain that she 
had been in communication with any of the inmates of Mrs. Law- 
less's house. 

The habitations of the poor in the village of Finglas, and espe- 
cially in that part of it where the first four cases, above described, 
occurred, are for the most part dirty, dark, and ill-ventilated, and 
without back-doors or any conveniences for the reception of refuse 
matter. Accompanied by the Medical Officer, the Vestry Clerk, 
and a serjeant of Police, I visited several of the worst of them, and 
would strongly recommend the adoption, by the Guardians and 
Sanitary Committee, of prompt measures for the prevention of dis- 
ease in this District. 

I was informed by the Medical Officer, Dr. Barrett, that a meeting 
of the Officers of Health for the parish of Finglas was hold this day 
for sanitary purposes, when a Resolution was passed, directing the 
l estry Clerk and serjeant of Police to prepare a Return, by Monday 
next, of tenements without back premises or conveniences, and with- 
out proper ventilation ; of the names of the owners and occupiers of 
such tenements ; and of all existing nuisances prejudicial to health. 
They also adopted. a Resolution calling on the Board of Guardians 
to make arrangements for providing hospital accommodation for 
Uiolera patients, or nurses to attend patients at their own homes, 
and to give directions to the Dispensary Committee to provide such 
medical aid and medicaments as may he requisite. 

1 have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

John Hill, Medical Inspector. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin, 

a 2 
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Ho. 39 .—Report from Dr. Hill, Medical Inspector. 

32, Ely-placc, Dublin, August 21, 1834. 

Gentlemen, 

Adverting to my Reportof the 19th instant, relative to cases of 
Cholera stated to have occurred in the Pinglas and Glasnevin Dis- 
pensary District of the North Dublin Union, I beg leave to inform 
you that I have this day received from the Medical Officer, J)r. 
'Barrett, a communication in which ho states that the patient, 
Margaret Lawless, whoso case is given in my Report, died yestordny, 
at twelve o’clock, having been free from purging and vomiting for 
twenty-four hours before death. He also mentions that on Saturday 
evenin';', the 19th instant, he had seen James Reilly, the patient 
who was first attacked, and Rose Reilly, his wife, in the Hardwicke 
Hospital ; the former was still in fever, hut appeared to he going on 
favourably ; and the latter had been affected with the characteristic 
purging and vomiting, hut without much suffering. 

I have the honour to be, Geutlcmen, your obedient servant, 

John I-Iill, Medical Inspector. 
To the Poor Lav> Commissioners, Dublin. 

Ho. 40 Report from Dr. Hill, Medical Inspector. 

22, Ely-placc, Dublin, September 1, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg leave to inform you tliat in compliance with the instruc- 
tions contained in your letter, No. 29,024 — ’54, of the 30tli ult., I 
yesterday proceeded to Pinglas, and made inquiry in reference to 
two additional cases of Cholera reported to you by Dr. Barrett, 
Medical Officer of the Pinglas and Glasnevin Dispensary District 
of the North Dublin Union. 

I was informed by Dr. Barrett that on Tuesday, the 29tli ultimo, 
about five o’clock, a.h., he visited a child, named Ellen Grey, about 
four years of age, residing in Chapel-lanc, Pinglas, who was stated 
to have been attacked an hour previously with violent vomiting 
and purging of a light-coloured fluid, accompanied with severe 
cramps; he found her still suffering from these symptoms ; the 
pulse scarcely perceptible; the surface of the body and extremities 
cold and clammy, but not discoloured, except about the eyes and 
mouth; the features shrunk, and the eyeballs turned upwards. The 
secretion of urine was not suppressed ; stimulants, both internal and 
external, wore immediately administered ; and on his next visit, at 
nine o’clock the same morning, tho purging and cramps had ceased, 
but the vomitingcontinued, and the general prostration was more coai- 
plete. When seen again at eleven o’clock, A.M., she was rapidly sink- 
ing, and she died at twelve o’clock, noon, about eight hours after the 
invasion of the disease, retaining her mental faculties to the last. 
This child had been in a delicate state of health for some months, 
after an attack of measles, and had been suffering for a considerable 
time from irregularity of tho bowels, without any medical aid having 
been sought for. There was no evidence of irregularity of diet, or 
of her having had any communication with the inmates of the 
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house in -wliicli the cases previously reported had occurred ; hut Dr. 
Barrett ascertained that on the 18th ultimo, a sister, named Eliza 
Grey, about a year and a half old, and living in the same house or 
cottage, had been seized with similar symptoms, about eleven o’clock 
at night, and had died before twelve o’clock, noon, the following 
day, without medical treatment having been applied for. Dr. Bar- 
rett also informed me that on Wednesday, the 30th ultimo, at eleven 
o’clock, A.H., he visited Alice Grey, about sis years of age, another 
sister of the first-named patient, and living in the same house, who 
had been attacked about six o’clock that morning with violent 
purging, vomiting, and cramps. He found her greatly exhausted ; 
her pulse extremely weak, but tbe skin was of natural temperature, 
and without discolouration. She was still suffering from profuso 
purging and vomiting of a clear fluid, and bad passed six or eight 
large lumbrici. The secretion of urine, lie was informed, was not 
suppressed. Dr. Barrett immediately adopted the requisite treat- 
ment, and visited her five times during that day. At half-past nine 
o'clock that night there appeared but little prospect of her recovery. 
On the morning of the next day, yesterday, she bad rallied some- 
what ; and at two o’clock in tlie afternoon, when visited by Dr. 
Barrett and myself, she was able to sit up in bed, the skin was hot, 
the purging had ceased, but her stomach continued irritable, and slid 
had recently vomited another largo lmnbricns. She is still under 
treatment. The cottage in which these three cases occurred is dirty, 
dark, and without ventilation, being built against the side of a high 
hank. 

In addition to tho above-mentioned cases, I was informed by the 
Medical Officer that on the evening of the 30th ultimo, he had been 
called upon to attend a girl named Alicia Moore, fifteen years of 
age, living in tbe village of Glasnevin, who had been seized about 
seven hours previously with purging and vomiting, hut without 
cramps. He saw her about nine o’clock that night, and prescribed 
for her, and when visited by me about three o’clock yesterday after- 
noon, the symptoms had subsided, and she appeared to he progress- 
ing favourably. This girl’s friends appear to be in comparatively 
comfortable circumstances, but tbe cottage in which they live, 
though clean, is very confined and badly ventilated. 

IVith reference to the sanitary measures which have been recom- 
mended, I observed that the exterior of the house in which the 
eases reported by me on the 19th ultimo* occurred, as well as that 
of the adjoining one, had been whitewashed ; but on entering the 
former I found the interior in the same state as described in my 
Report. I could not ascertain that any other measures preven- 
tive of disease had been, as yet, adopted in the District. I may 
mention that in Finglas I saw James Reilly, the first patient 
attacked, as reported by me on the 19th ultimo, and was informed 
by him that he has perfectly recovered from the effects of his recent 
illness, and has returned to his work. 

I have the honour to he, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

JortN Him, Medical Inspector. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 

* .See No. 33. 
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jf 0i 41, Report from Dr. Hill, Medical Inspector. 

Ely-place, Dublin, Seirtemler 16, 1854. 

GE TbegVe to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. fj#*, 
54 of the 12tli inst., relating to cases of Cholera reported by tie 
Medical Officer of tlie Fingias and. Glasuevin Dispensary District, 
in tlie North Dublin Union, as haying recently occurred in that 
District ; and to inform you that I yesterday made inquiry into tie 
particulars of these cases, and to-day made further inquiry as to tie 
extent to which Diarrhoea prevails in the City Dispensary Districts. 

On proceeding yesterday to Fingias I ascertained that the Medical 
Officer, Dr. Barrett, had been obliged to leavo Fingias tbat morning 
owinc’to indisposition, and that Dr. Eustace had, with the concur- 
rence 0 of the Committee, taken his place as a temporary substitute, 
and was in the discharge of the duties of Medical Officer. 

In consequence of the absence of Dr. Barrett, I was unable to 
procure as detailed an account of the particulars of .the cases be bad 
reported as I could have wished; but it appears from inquiries made 
on the spot, and from examination of the Medical Relief Register 
and Attendance Book, that between the morning of the 9th and the 
afternoon of the 12th inst., eleven new' cases of Choleraic disease had 
heen under the treatment of the Medical Officer in the village of Jin- 
glas and its neighbourhood. . 

Of these, the first reported is that of Catherine Scully, aged fifty 
years, living at St. Margaret’s. When seen for the first time, early 
on the 9th inst., she was suffering from purging and vomiting of 
bilious matter, accompanied with spasms, considerable thirst, anil 
restlessness; and it was stated that she had been ill for several days 
with similar symptoms. Sbe was immediately jwoscribed for, and 
when seen the next day was nearly well. I was informed tbat she 
has since then completely recovered. 

The next case is that of Anne Lyons, fifteen years of age, residing 
in Fingias, who was seen also on the 9th inst.; and it appears that 
she had heen for twenty-four hours previously ill with purging and 
vomiting, the discharges being of a watery appearance, bhe was 
not suffering from cramps, and exhibited no symptoms of ooUajfoe. 
Under appropriate treatment she was convalescent on the next day, 
Mary Hemmett, about fifty years of age, living in Fingias, and 
in a cottage adjoining that of the Greys, whose cases wereniention 
in my report of the 1st inst.,* was attcnded'by the Medical Oftcer 
on the 9th inst. She had heen suffering for twenty-four hours from 
constant vomiting and purging of a light-coloured fluid. Dr. Barr 
found her in a state of extreme collapse, with slight cramps, e 
pulse scarcely perceptible, voico very weak, thirst urgent, the sur 
face of the body and extremities cohl, and the secretion ot urine 
suppressed. The treatment adopted produced reaction, the excre- 
tions gradually assumed a bilious appearance, and slight consecu we 
fever set in, from which, when visited by me yesterday, sbe appear® 1 
to be nearly convalescent. . 

Catherine Whitethorn, aged twenty-tbreo years, living at 
nevin, presented herself at the Dispensary on the 9th nut ®“ 8 
* See No, 40. 
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lieen ailin» for twenty-four hours with Diarrhoea, and had vomited 
ouce. She received medicine, with directions to report herself in a 
few hours if not better, and as she has not been heard of since, it is 
presumed that she has recovered. 

Mary Brannigan, thirteen years of age, living at Meadstown, was 
seen on the 10th inst. She was suffering from vomiting and purging 
of a clear fluid, and had been ill for two days previously with Diar- 
rhaia. Under the use of stimulants externally, and astringents inter- 
nally, the symptoms abated, and sbe was reported well on the 12th 
instant. 

Anne Coleman, fifty years of age, living in Binglas, was visited 
on the morning of the 1 ith inst. Without any premonitory symptom, 
she had been attacked about two hours previously with violent vomit- 
ing and purging of a light-coloured fluid. When seen again at one 
o'clock, P.ir., she appeared rather better, but died at hall-past five, 
p.M., after an illness of nine hours and a-lialf. 

John Mitchell, eighteen mouths old, had been under treatment for 
Diarrlicea for some days. On the lltli inst. he was attacked with 
vomiting and purging 'of a colourless fluid, accompanied with slight, 
spasms. He was attended several times by the Medical Officer, but 
died on the evening of the 12th inst. 

Bridget Deary, nine years of age, living in Pinglas, had been ill 
for fourteen hours with vomiting and purging of a whey-coloured 
fluid when she was seen by the Medical Officer, who found her early 
on the morning of the 1 1th inst. in a state of collapse : her hands, 
feet, and face of dark blue colour; the eyes rod, breath cool, no 
cramps, and pulse scarcely perceptible. Notwithstanding the em- 
ployment of the most active treatment, she died about one o’clock, 
r.u., having been nineteen hours ill. 

Bridget Brady, aged twenty-three years, living in Binglas, was 
seized on the afternoon of the iltli inst., while at work in the fields, 
with purging and vomiting. When visited by the Medical Officer 
at nine o’clock that evening she was suffering from constant vomiting 
and purging of a colourless fluid, with severe cramps in the abdomen 
and extremities. The surface of the body was cold, the fingers blue 
and the pulse feeble. Internal and external stimulants were imme- 
diately employed, but without success, and she died, as it is stated 
in great agony, about four o’clock on the next morning, after an ill- 
ness of about twelve hours. She was apparently strong and well at 
the time of the seizure, and had not complained of any premonitory 
symptom whatever. 

Anne Walsh, sixty-seven years of age, a widow, living in the 
Alms’ House, Fiuglas, was also attacked on the afternoon of the 
11th inst. with purging and vomiting. She was visited by Dr. Bar- 
rett about twelve o’clock that night, at which time he found the 
vomiting and purging of clear fluid most violent. She was suffering 
from cramps in the stomach; the surface of the body and extremities 
cold, and the pulse very weak. Calomel and opium, with brandy 
and water, were administered internally, and external, stimulants 
immediately applied. On the morning of the 12th she appeared 
much better, but afterwards relapsed, and died at twelve o’clock 
that night, after twenty-six hours’ illness. 
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Mary Commius, aged forty-five years, was suddently seized about 
ei"-bt o’clock, A.M., on the litb iust., with severe purging, vomiting, 
and cramps in the abdomen and extremities. When visited by the 
Medical Officer. a few minutes afterwards, the pulso was very weak, 
and the feet were cold. She had been suffering from Diarrlieoa for 
about eight hoars previously. She was immediately placed under 
treatment, but died on the 13th inst., at eleven o’clock, p.ji., after an 
illness of thirty-nine hours. 

Subsequently to the date of Dr. Barrett’s last Return of the 12th 
instant, the following cases have occurred in the District 

Bridget Grogan, live years of age, living in 1’inglas, was taken 
ill on the 13th instant) with vomiting and purging, followed by 
cramps. At the time of my visit, yesterday, she was still nuder 
treatment, and appeared to ho recovering, hut the secretion of urine 
had not been re-established. 

James Mouahau, aged eleven years, living in Fiuglas, was at- 
tacked with violent purging and vomiting early on the morning 
of the 14th instant, previously to which he had been suffering from 
Diarrhoea, for many hours. The matters ejected from the stomach 
and bowels were of a bilious character. He was shortly afterwards 
visited bv Dr. Barrett, and the requisite treatment having been 
adopted, the symptoms subsided. 1 saw this boy yesterday, about 
one o’clock, r.n,, when lie appeared to ho progressing favourably. 

Mary Mack en, fifty years of age, living in Finglas, was seized, 
about three o'clock yesterday morning, the 10th instant, with 
profuse Diarrhea, soon followed by vomiting, crumps, and complete 
prostration of strength. She was visited by the Medical Officer, at 
seven o’clock, a.m., and the requisite treatment adopted. At one 
o’clock, P.M., when I saw her, the purging, vomiting, ami eranijw 
had ceased, hut she was cold, blue, and pulseless. She was still 
under treatment, hut with little apparent prospect of recovery. 

Betty Brady, about fifty years of ago, the mother of Bridget 
Brady, whose case (Mo. !)) is reported above, was attacked about 
two o’clock, A.M., on yesterday, the loth instant, with vomiting, 
purging, and cramps in the legs. She was attended at an early 
hour the same morning by the Medical Officer, and when seen by 
me, about half-past one o’clock yesterday, was labouring under all 
the characteristic symptoms of pestilential Cholera; and 1 have 
since learned that she died this morning, about seven o’clock, alter 
twenty -nine hours’ illness. 

Nicholas Hemmett, seventeen years of age, living in the house of 
Mary Hemmett (case No. 3, described above), was seised about six 
o’clock yesterday morning, the loth instant, with vomiting, purging, 
and cramps in the legs. The evacuations were stated to have re- 
sembled whey in appearance. He was soon afterwards visited and 
prescribed for by the Medical Officer ; and about two o’clock, P.M., 
when I saw him, the syaiptoms had considerably abated, and the 
temperature of the surface was natural, though the pulso was still 
weak. 

When about to leave Finglas yesterday afternoon, a woman 
brought a child, named Eliza Kelly, three years of age, to the caron 
which I was seated, and told me that she had just been attacked 
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with violent vomiting, and cramps in tlie abdomen ; anti Inwl been 
sufferin'* from Diarrhoea for some clays. I clircetod the woman to 
take the child immediately to the Medical Officcf, and I have bean 
subsequently informed by him that he at Leu led her, and that she 
died this morning about four o’clock. 

Tims, it appears, that between the morning of the Oth, and the 
moriiing of the ICth instant, seventeen cases of Choleraic disease 
have occurred in this District ; and of these, five are convalescent, 
four are still under treatment, and eight have already terminated 
fatally. 

With reference to the extent to which Diarrhoea and other similar 
affections prevail in the City Dispensary Districts, I have ascer- 
tained, by inspection of tho books, that in the three North City 
Dispensaries sixtv-one cases of Diarrhoea, and twenty-three of 
vomiting and purging, were treated during the week ended Friday, _ 
the lath instant ; while twenty-three cases of Diarrhoea, one of 
Dysentery, and eight of vomiting and purging, were treated in tho 
same Dispensaries during the corresponding period of last year. » 
la the four South City Dispensaries, 110 eases of Diarrhoea., nine 
of Dysentery, and thirty-seven of vomiting and purging, were 
treated during the Week ended the 15th instant ; and fifty-two coses 
of Diarrhoea, five of Dysentery, and four of vomiting and purging, in 
the corresponding period of the year 1853. 

Tho total for both of the City Dispensary Districts gives 171 
eases of Diarrhoea, nine of Dysentery, and sixty of vomiting and 
purging, in the week ended the 15th instant, against seventy-five 
cases of Diarrhoea, six of Dysentery, and twelve of vomiting and 
purging, in the corresponding week of tho last year, showing that 
affections of the bowels are not only more numerous, hut of a more 
serious character tinring tho present than during the last autumnal 
season. 

I have tho honour to he, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
John IIill, Medical Inspector. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 



No. 42. — Deport from Dr. Hill, Medical Inspector. 

22, Ely-place, Dublin, October IS, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg leave to state, that before leaving your office to-day I 
received your letter, No. 432, M. 54, of this date, and in compliance 
with your instructions, proceeded immediately to tlie North Dublin 
Union Workhouse, with a view to attend a special meeting of the 
Guardians, convened to consider the arrangements to he made, in 
consequence of the occurrence of a considerable number of cases of 
Cholera amongst the inmates of the Workhouse. The meeting had 
terminated before my arrival, hut I met the Chairman, and another 
Guardian, accompanied by Mr. Crawford, Poor Law Inspector, with 
whom I proceeded to the Cholera hospital, where I learned the fol- 
lowing particulars : — 

From the morning of Wednesday, the 11th instant, to half-past 
two o’clock this day thirty-seven cases of Cholera have occurred in 
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the North Dublin Union Workhouse. Of these, thirty Iiarl been 
sent to the Cholera Hospital, am) seven were .under treatment in the 
Workhouse. Of the thirty admitted into hospital, seventeen had 
died, and thirteen remained under treatment. 

I ’was also informed by tho Chairman, that the Guardians lave 
cleared out two dormitories, in as detached a situation as possible, 
; n the Workhouse, for the reception of persons suffering from the 
premonitory symptoms of Cholera ; and have appointed an addi- 
tional Medical Officer, Dr. M'Intyre, who is to be employed in night 
duty. 

I have to add that, accompanied by Mr. Crawford, I inspected 
the arrangements at the Cholera Hospital, in Church-street, and 
fonnd them satisfactory. Since tho opening of the institution 
seventy-one patients have been admitted, of whom twenty-seven 
have died, five have beeu discharged cured, and thirty-nine are 
under treatment. Of these last, three or four are convalescent, and 
will he discharged either to-day or to-morrow. There were, at the 
.time of our visit, about half-past two o’clock, vacancies for fourteen 
or fifteen patients. 

I have the honour to bo, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
John Hill, Medical Inspector. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



No. 43 Report from Mr. Crawford, Poor Law Inspector. 

Dublin, October 13, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

In reply to your letter of this date. No. 431, M. 54, I lave 
the honour to inform you, that I attended this day the special meet- 
ing of the Board of Guardians, hold this day, relative to the outbreak 
of Cholera in the North Dublin Union W orkhouse. 

I find that tho disease made its first appearance ou the male side 
of the Workhouse on Wednesday last, since which it has rapidly 
extended itself throughout the entire establishment — the disease not 
being confined to any particular classes or wards. 

Ou Wednesday two cases wore transferred from the Workhouse to 
the Cholera Hospital in Church- street, on Thursday sixteen, and on 
this day twelve; seven additional cases ill the Workhouse at tie 
time of my leaving the establishment, awaiting removal, at the hour 
of half-past one o’clock, e.m. 

Tho mortality has been very great — no less than seventeen deaths 
having occurred already among the cases scut to hospital, proving 
the disease to he of a virulent and fatal nature. 

The outbreak of the disease does not appear to he confined to the 
Workhouse, as I am informed it has also appeared in the neigh- 
bouring establishments of tho Richmond Lunatic Asylum and Grange- 
gorman Prison. 

The Guardians, at their meeting on this day, adopted all means in 
their power to provide for the emergency; they have directed that 
wards on each side of the Workhouse, as much isolated as possible, 
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should he set apart for any cases showing premonitory symptoms of 
the disease, and have appointed an additional Medical Officer, whose 
duty will be to attend at night, so that any cases which may occur, 
showing the slightest premonitory symptoms, will receive immediate 
attention; and the most particular directions having been issued, 
that all such cases should he at once reported, I think that every 
step has been taken which could be adopted by the Guardians in the 
present emergency. _ _ 

In order to afford more accommodation in the Church-street Hos- 
pital, it has also been arranged that the patients, when convalescent, 
should he removed to the premises taken as a Cholera Hospital at Pin- 
edas, by which it is hoped that the Clmrch-street establishment will 
prove sufficient for the treatment of the new cases which may occur. 

I have the honour to he, your most obedient servant, 

Charles S. Crawford, Poor Law Inspector. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



No. 44.— Report from Mr. Crawford, Poor Law Inspector. 

Lublin, October 18, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

In compliance with your instructions, contained in your 
letter of the 17th instant, No. 34,898, 1 have the honour to make 
this further Report on the spread of the disease of Cholera in the 
Workhouse of the North Dublin Union. 

The number of cases transmitted from the Workhouse to the Cho- 
lera Hospital in Church-street, since the commencement of the out- 
break, is as follows : — 



October 

« 

33 

33 

33 ' 

33 

33 



11th, 
12th, 
13 th, 
14th, 
15th, 
16 th, 
17th, 



2 

16 

24 

7 

4 

7 

4 



cases. 

33 

33 

33 

33 

33 

33 



Total, 



64 



33 



This return 'would sliow a considerable decrease in the spread of 
the disease; but it is also to be considered, that since the 14th 
instant, two wards have been set apart in the Workhouse itself for 
the treatment of Cholera; in one of which, that for adult females, 
thirty-four cases are at present under treatment, and in the other, 
set apart for girls, eight cases; no separate ward has been provided 
for males, who are still transmitted to Church-street, where sufficient 
room still exists for their treatment. 

Only one death has as yet occurred in the Workhouse wards, and 
the Medical Officers report most favourably of the cases under treat- 
ment. 

The mortality has been very great among the patients treated in 
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Church-street, who have been sent from the Workhouse, as will be 
seen from tlio accompanying return from that establishment. 

It appears from this return, that sixty-seven cases were entered as 
from the Workhouse, three of which were not sent from that estab- 
lishment but occurred at Clmrch-street, among the attendants who 
had been sent there from the Workhouse to act as nurses and servants. 

Of these sixty-seven cases, forty-seven had died up to Tuesday 
last three had 'been sent to the ifinglas Hospital as convalescent, 
and’ the vest still remained under treatment in the hospital. 

The irreat mortality is attributable to tlio fact of the first outbreak 
of the disease having occurred among the patients in the hospital 
and infirm wards, in" nearly all of which cases the disease proved 
immediately fatal. 

I regret to say, that the disease has also made its appearance at 
the tliasneviu sheds, from which one case was yesterday removed 
to Clmreh-street, and another c.ue of premonitory symptoms is under 
treatment. ■ 

On the recomendation of the Medical 0 Sheers, a change lias been 
made in the dietary, by giving a breakfast of bread and cotiee, in 
place of stirabout and' milk, from which beneficial results, are ex- 
pected. . 

Every care lias been taken, as far as possible, to obtain tlio earliest 
intimation of tlie development of any premonitory symptoms, so that 
the parties may bo at once placed under treatment; parties being 
appointed to go constantly through the several wards to make tlio 
necessary inquiries. 

Two of the officers of the Workhouse, tlio laundress and the 
superintendent of female children, have been attacked, and are under 
treatment. 

With reference to the outbreak of the disease, I think it necessary 
to inform yon of the following fact, which I have -ascertained : 

On Tuesday, the 10th* instant, a man named Thomas Sullivan, in 
the early part of the day, came to tlio Workhouse entrance; lie was 
questioned by the porter as to what lie wanted, when be produced 
to him a certificate, which stated lie laboured under bad Diarrlnra 
and sinking symptoms; the porter’ at once called the attention of 
Dr. Monahan, one of the Mcclical Officers of tlie Workhouse, to the 
case, who, immediately on examining, pronounced it as one which 
should bo sent to be treated at the Cholera Hospital; the man, how- 
ever, objected in the strongest manner to go there, saying lie would 
prefer to die in the street rather than be sent to that establishment 
In about ten minutes afterwards, Dr. Kirkpatrick, one of the other 
Medical Officers of the Workhouse, in whose department is the treat- 
ment of the male adults, came up, when he also advised the party to 
go to the Cholera Hospital ; but the man still persisting in his refusal, 
l)r. Kirkpatrick at last desired him to be admitted, when he was 
taken, to Hospital Ward No. G, and placed in bed there about the 
hour of twelve o’clock, noon. 

Before Dr. Kirkpatrick left the Workhouse, at one o’clock, he, how- 
ever, gave orders that the man should be removed to Church-street, 
as he found he was getting worse, which removal took place at three 
o’clock. 
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On the following flay the first ease of Cholera appeared in the 
Workhouse, the party affected being taken ill in the ward imme- 
diately under that in which the man had been placed on the previous 
day; and another party, in the same ward, attacked with premoni- 
tory symptoms. 

The Master of the Workhouse was not present at the time when 
Dr. Kirkpatrick gave directions for the admission of Sullivan, being 
then engaged at the Cholera Hospital. 

I have the honour to he, your most obedient servant, 

Charles S. Crawford, Poor Law Inspector. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



Ko. 45. — Report from Dr. Hill, Medical Inspector. 

22, Ehj-place, Dublin, October 14, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 
34,235, 1854, of the IJth instant, enclosing a communication from 
the Medical Officers of No. 1 Dispensary, in the North City District 
of the North Dublin Union, respecting the occurrence of two fresh 
cases of Cholera in their District ; and I have to inform you that, 
in compliance with your instructions, I made inquiry, on .the 12th 
instant, into the particulars of the cases referred to. 

Mary Coyle, aged thirty years, a labourer’s wife, residing at 
Ballybough Bridge, reported on the 9tli instant, was attacked with 
vomiting and purging, about noon on Sunday, the 8th instant. On 
the next day, the 9th, application was made at No. 1 Dispensary, 
for medical relief for her, and she was immediately visited by the 
Medical Officers, who found her labouring under the characteristic 
symptoms of malignant Cholera. Stimulants were administered both 
internally and externally without delay ; and on the next day, the 
10th, as she appeared to bo somewhat better, and was in a totally 
destitute condition, her removal to hospital was recommended ; on 
the arrival of the van, however, she refused to go. 

On the 11th, the purging, vomiting, and cramps had left her, and 
were succeeded by symptoms of consecutive fever, from which she 
appeared to he recovering on the 12th. 

It appears that two children of this patient have died of Choleraic 
disease within the last few days. The first, Margaret Coyle, aged 
two years, was attacked with profuse Diarrhoea on the 30tli ultimo, 
and was brought to No. 1 Dispensary, about twelve o’clock that 
night, and received medicine from the resident apothecary. 

On the following day she was visited by one of the Medical 
Officers, who prescribed for her and directed her mother to send to 
the Dispensary for the medicine which had been ordered. This she 
neglected to do, and nothing more was heard of the patient until 
her mother, Mary Coyle, was attacked with Cholera, as detailed 
above, when it was ascertained that the child had died on the night 
of the 7tli instant, and was buried on the 8th ; and that on the 
return of the friends from the funeral, they found the mother, Mary 
Coyle, suffering from violent vomiting and purging. The other 
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child had been attacked, it was stated, subsequently to its sister, but 
had died in a few hours, without any application having been made 
for medical relief. 

The second case referred to by the Medical Officers, m their 
Return of the 10th instant, is that of Johanna Fitzpatrick, aged 
forty years, living at No. 7, Greuville-streot, who was seized with 
puririiig and vomiting on the evening of Sunday, the 8th instant. 
A message to that effect having been left at Dr. O’Flalierty’s resi- 
dence about eleven o’clock, A.M., on the next day, he immediately 
visited her, and found her suffering from the usual symptoms of Cho- 
lera, and in a state of complete collapse. Stimulating applications 
were applied to the surface of the body, and a mixture, composed 
of compound chalk mixture and creosote, administered internally. 
Under this treatment she rallied a little during the evening, and 
was removed to the Cholera hospital on the following morning. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
John Hill, Medical Inspector. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



Sooth Dublin Union. 

JSTo. 46. Report from Dr. Hill, Medical Inspector. 

22, Ely-place, Dublin, September 28, 18S4. 

Gentlemen, 

I be" leave to inform you, that in compliance with your instruc- 
tions oAlie 21st inst., No. 31,048, 1854, I proceeded to Clon- 
dalkin on the 2Gth inst., and made inquiry respecting the particulars 
of a case of Cholera, reported by the Medical Officer of the Dispen- 
sary as having occurred in'thn.t district. 

On the 19th inst., about five o’clock, A.M., a man, named John 
Kelly, fifty-six years of age, residing at Red-Cow, near Clondalkia, 
was attacked with vomiting and purging; he had been suffering 
from Diarrhoea during the previous day. The Medical Officer, Dr. 
M'Crea, visited him at niue o’clock, A.M., at which time, he was 
labouring under violent vomiting and purging, accompanied with 
cramps in the abdomen and legs. The dejections were almost 
colourless, and resembled rice-water in appearance ; the pulse could 
scarcely be felt ; the extremities were livid ; the tongue, breath, 
and surface of the body were quite cold ; and the secretion of urine 
was suppressed. Sinapisms wore immediately applied to the stomach, 
and stimulants, with anodynes, administered internally, followed by 
pills, composed of acetate of lead, opium, and creosote. He died at 
eleven o’clock, p.M., after about eighteen hours’ illness. 

This patient had been residing at Cardiff’s Bridge, near Piifglas, 
and had left that place two days before bis attack. None of his 
family, as far as I could ascertain, had been affected with . Cholera 
in Finglas ; nor, up to the time of my visit, had any similar case 
subsequently occurred in Clondalkin, or its neighbourhood. 

I was informed, however, by the Medical Officer, that two cases 
of severe Choleraic Disease had previously occurred in the District— * 
one on the ! st, and the other on the 3rd inst. Both cases tennn 
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nated favourably; but in one of them, the latter, recovery was 
protracted by consecutive fever of very low type. 

In addition to the above, fourteen cases of Diarrhoea have occurred 
in the District since the first inst. ; but the number appears to be 
diminishing, one only having been registered during the week ended 
the 26 th inst. 

With regard to the extent to which the provisions of the Nuisances 
Removal Acts have been put in operation in the District, I was 
informed by the Medical Officer that the sei-jeant of Police has 
forwarded to the Guardian of the Division several certificates of the 
existence of nuisances in Olondalkin, and that some of them have 
been removed, while others remain unabated ; and it does not 
appear that any other measures of a precautionary nature have 
been adopted by either the Guardians or Dispensary Committee. 

The Dispensary arrangements are not sufficiently notified, no 
notice board having been affixed to the exterior of the Dispensary ; 
nor have printed notices, in Form N, been posted throughout the 
District since the appointment of the present Committee. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant. 

John Hill, Medical Inspector. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



No. 47. — Letter, from Dr. Brassington, Medical Officer of 
Kathmines Dispensary District. 

llathmines Dispensary, South Dublin Union, 
November 7, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg leave to report two cases of Cholera in Milltown — the 
one on yesterday, the other to-day. The names are Anne and Pat 
Stanley, husband and wife : the wife died on last night, and I have 
sent the husband to the Cholera Hospital to-day. They were in 
extreme poverty, lying on dirty straw. 

I am, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

George Brassington. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



Dunshaushlin Union. 

No, 48. — Letter from Dr. Webb, Medical Officer of 
Kil l een Dispensary District, 

Boss House, Tara, Dmshaughlin, 
October 26, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

I have one case of Asiatic Cholera — a young man, after 
returning from Dublin. He lodged in Church-street, had Dysentery 
for some days without attending to it ] when I saw him he was in. 
a state of collapse, but under my usual plan of treatment he is 
recovering. ... 
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His brother, a Laker in Dublin, came to sec him, and was attached 
with Dysentery, which, under immediate treatment, was arrested. 

Your obedient servant, 

II. B. Webb, 

Medical Officer of Killeen Dispensary. 



Ennis Union. 

Ko. 49. Letter from Dr. Greene, Medical Officer of 

Ennis Dispensary District. 

Ennis, March 1G, 1851. 

Gentlemen, ... , , . . 

I be<' to inform you that a case oi Cholera occurred m tins 
town on yesterday evening, in the person of a child, four years old, 
daughter to a soldier passing- through on his march from Limerick 

t0 Thechiid is described as having been quite well yesterday, and 
as ha vino dined heartily ; she was attacked between three and four 
o’clock, p.M,, and died in about ton hours afterwards. 

From the fact of her having come so recently from Limerick, 
where Cholera is known to exist, and from this town being free 
from any cases resembling Cholera, I am of opinion that she con- 
tracted the disease in Limerick. 

Your obedient servant, 

M. G KEENE. 

No. 50. — Report from Dr. Geary, Medical Inspector, 

Ennis, March 20, 1854. 

Gentlemen, . . 

I beg leave to state, that in pursuance of your communication 
of the 18th instant, I, this day, made all available inquiries into the 
circumstances attending tlic case of Cholera reported by I)r. Greene, 
and have now the honour to report, that Agnes Adams, agedfonr 
years, arrived in Ennis at seven o’clock, P.M., on the 14tli, per 
coach from Limerick, accompanied by her mother, the wile of aeor- 
pornl of the 72ml Highlanders, on their route to Galway. The 
father, mother, and child, slept that night at Ennis, at lodgings, 
which I examined, and which are both cleanly anil comfortable. 
On the following morning they all breakfasted in the apparent 
enjoyment of good health, and the child did not evince any symp- 
toms of indisposition till four o’clock, l’.M., that day (the 15th), 
when she was seized with vomiting and purging, and although 
speedily seen by Dr. Greene, collapse soon set in, and death ensued 
about two o’clock, a.m., on the IGtli, or about ten hours after the 
commencement of tho attack, and twenty-four hours after sue le 
Limerick. The remains were interred on the afternoon of tho same 
day; and on the morning of the 17th tho mother was attache 
with severe Diarrhoea aud irritation of stomach, and was treated y 
the regimental surgeon, who arrived at Ennis from Limerick, b e i 
however, recovered, and proceeded to Galway on the 18th. 
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Doctors Greene and Healy state that Diarrhea is prevalent here; 
and the former had under his care a young lady of respectability, 
who was suddenly attacked with Diarrhoea, accompanied with great 
prostration of strength, on Saturday evening, from which she has 
silica recovered ; and it appears that children in the respectable 
circles at Ennis have been tlie subjects of similar attacks during the 
last forty-eight hours. 

No other case of Cholera has appeared here since the date of 
Dr. Greene’s letter. 

I, ibis day, visited the premises attached to many houses in the 
village of Clare Abbey, and found very injurious accumulations of 
decaying vegetable matter in the small yards to their rere ; there 
is also a very serious collection of stagnant and offensive water in a 
hollow, where manure had been previously kept, very close to the 
premises used as a National School, and opposite tho doors of small 
cabins occupied by some very humble persons. 

In Ennis much has been done to cause the abatement of nuisances ; 
and 1 have been informed by one of the Town Commissioners, that 
■# members of that body have been this day selected to overlook the 
town, in detached portions, with the view of seeing that the inspec- 
tors of nuisances, and the persons employed for sweeping and clean- 
ing, do their duties effectually. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
William J. Geary, m.d., Medical Inspector. 

The Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 



No. 51.- — Report from Dr. Geary, Medical Inspector. 

Limerick, April 1, 1S54. 

Gextieker, 

I beg leave to state, that in accordance with the desire con- 
veyed in the Commissioners’ letter of tho 2Sth nit., I, this day, 
attended at Newniarket-on-T?ergus Dispensary District, and having 
inquired into tho particulars of tho cases of Cholera reported by the 
Medical Ollicer as having occurred there, and having carefully 
examined the houses and premises attached thereto, in the town 
of Newmarket-on-Fergus, as well as the existing sewerage arrange- 
ments, have now the honour to report, that the town consists of two 
parallel ranges of houses — about 200 in number — to each of which 
is annexed a small yard, where it appears to have been the custom 
to accumulate the house soil and manure refuse, which, at this 
season of the year, amounts, as I have observed in very many 
instances, to large quantities, floating in offensive fetid water, and 
dose up to the back doors of the kitchens ; pigs being not unfre- 
qaently kept in those yards, and in some cases, in the very houses, 
the premises being filthy to n degree ; and potatoes, intended for 
the sustenance of families, being found piled under the beds. The 
number of persons living in some of the houses was very great ; 
and in one house, called the “Hulk,” on the road leading from 
timis to Limerick, I found forty-six persons of various ages, in the 

H 
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most wretched condition, whose mode of livelihood, as represented 
by the Constabulary, was very questionable, those premises being 
noted as the resort of bad characters, and having afforded, from 
time to time, food for transportation. On examining the rere of the 
houses opposite the Constabulary Barrack, on the road leading to 
Ennis very dangerous collections of nuisances were found, in con- 
nexion with an imperfect sewer which passes down to the mill- 
pond. On entering the house, underneath the floor of which it 
passes, I found a man, the occupier, stretched on his face and hands 
on the floor, and on questioning him in presence of the Consta- 
bulary and Medical Officer of the District I learned that he had 
been, for some time previously, suffering from a colicy cramp in his 
stomach, and that he had some previous purging. It further 
appeared, that about seven days since lie bad purging, vomiting, 
and colicy pains about midnight, which passed off on his taking 
some hot coffee. He was yesterday in Limerick, selling pigs ; and 
although ho states that he did not communicate with any person 
havin' Cholera there, the localities which he resorted to were 
much 'attacked with that disease, and I saw, about a fortnight since, <* 
persons dead of the disease there. In this house I found pigs, which 
seemed to enjoy free ingress and egress from a filthy yard filled with 
manure, into which the room opened, and the sewer already 
referred to passed underneath and across the floor in its course to 
the mill-dam. I had the sewer opened at its exit, where it joined 
the front door, and found it choked with most offensive matter. 
At the front of this range of houses, and nearly opposite the Dis- 
pensary door, hut across tlm street, it seems to he the practice 
to empty out the night-soil of the houses, which is washed down 
towards a covered drain, near one Conway’s house, which drain is 
now (as it is stated to he constantly 7 ) choked up, so that all this 
manure is carried down close to tho entrance of the Police Barrack. 

The examination of this town leads to the conclusion, that 
nuisances ol a very offensive and dangerous kind exist in nearly all 
the houses, and that such sewerage as exists is of a very defective 
kind. It is staled that efforts have been made to correct this state 
of things, with some advantage ; much remains, however, to be 
accomplished, as nearly 7 all tho houses imperatively require the re- 
moval of the existing nuisances, and the purification of the dwellings 
and rere yards by 7 lime washing. In passing along the roads, large 
collections of manure are observed close to the doors and windows 
of premises ; all those require to he abated, and the same reme- 
dial measures adopted for correcting the noxious odours which must 
emanate from the hollows and pits whore tho manure exists at 
present. 

In reference to the eases of Cholera reported by Dr. Evans, it 
appears that the first case noted was only seen by 7 accident, an 
when dead. The subject was a man named Griffy, from Kilkenny 
who came to Mohana, in the Electoral Division of Newmarket* wit 
the hope of obtaining employment on the Ennis and Liiueric' 
Bailway, in which he had not succeeded, was attacked on TV etlnes- 
day night, the li3th ult., and died on the 16th. No further particu- 
lars can he obtained, as the Medical Officer did not see him w i e 
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alive and the wife and children went away immediately after the 
husband’s interment, and have not since been heard of. 

The second case, Mi-s. 0 , rather an aged lady, had been on 

a visit in Limerick with her sister, Mrs. S , on the 18th ult., 

and while there was severely attacked with Diarrhoea, which was 
moderated, but not fully controlled by the means ordered by her 
medical adviser. On her return to her son’s residence, 22ml ult., 
symptoms of great aggravation set in, marked by rice-water dis- 
charges, which, however, ultimately yielded, and she is now gradu- 
ally recovering. 

The third case, P. Corry, a herdsman in the employ of Mr. 
Caning, of Clonmorris, advanced in years, and seldom leaving the 
farm, was attacked with purging and vomiting about mid-day on 
Saturday tbe 25th; was seen by the Medical Officer about 8 o’clock, 
r.x, on* the same day, then running into collapse; liis illness in- 
creased, and he died on Sunday, about the same hour at which he 
took ill on the previous day. 

There is no reason for concluding that Mrs. G had direct 

communication with any person attacked with Cholera; hut there 
are just grounds for inferring that Corry must have seen and spoken 
with Mrs. C— — . on her return from Limerick on the 22nd, three 
days previous to his having been attacked. 

The Medical Officer’s report would lead to the supposition that 
Corry took ill on Sunday the 26th, when, in fact, he was dead at 
that hour. I have satisfied Dr. Lvans of this. No other case has 
since appeared; but I have requested the Medical Officer to observe 
carefully John Cusack, aged 68, who was found ill on the floor of 
bis house. 

I have the honour to he, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

"William J. Geaky, si.d., Medical Inspector. 

The Poor Law Commissioners, 

Dublin. 



Enniskillen Union. 

No. 52. — Letter from Dr. Nixon, Medical Officer of 
Enniskillen Dispensary District. 

Ennhldllen, October 20, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

I yesterday wrote to you, stating that I had been ordered to 
visit Mary Scallan, aged 40, residing in Strand-street, Enniskillen, 
who appeared to me to he labouring under Cholera. She bad been 
six hours ill when I saw her. She had vomiting, the characteristic 
purging, violent cramps, with lividitv of face and hands. She was 
quite cold and pulseless, and every thing she swallowed was imme- 
diately thrown up again; her voice was weak, and her countenance 
bad, to me, all the appearance of Cholera. The account I got was, 
that she was of very intemperate habits, and that she had been in 
the house where a mail named Maguire had died a few days ago, 
in this town, under symptoms resembling Cholera. The Medical 

e2. 
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Officer of Lisbellaw' District bad seen Maguire, and considered Us 
case one of Cholera. My patient, Scallan, died at the end of forty 
hours I could not get my orders carried into eftect, as the attend- 
ants seemed to get afraid. I called on several of the medical men 
of the town, but could not succeed in getting any of tliem to visit 
lmr with the exception of Dr. Rogers, the Medical Officer of Lis- 
bellaw who was clearly of opinion it was a case of Cholera. I have 
seen a’few cases resembling Cholera lately, but as I had some doubts 
about them, I did not like to make any report. 

I have the honour to be your obedient servant, 
Adam Nixon, 

Medical Officer of the Enniskillen Dispensary District. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, 

Custom House, Dublin. 



No. 53.— Report from Dr. Hill, Medical Inspector. 

Casileblaney, Hovember 1, 1854. 

Gentlemen, . . , , „ 

I beg leave to acknowledge tlio receipt of your letter, ho. 
35 377 ’54, of the 19tli ult., enclosing a communication from Dr. 
Rogers’, Medical Officer of the lisbellaw Dispensary District in 
Enniskillen Union, in which he reports the occurrence of two cases 
of Cholera, one attended by him, and the other by the Medical 
Officer of the Enniskillen Dispensary District; and I have tomtom 
you that, in compliance with yonr instructions, I yesterday made 
inquiry into the circumstances of the cases referred to, and also 
into the sanitary condition of the union generally. . 

It appears that the two cases reported by Dr. Rogers occurred in 
the town of Enniskillen; the first was that of Mr. James Maguire, 
aved 70 years, a res; ectablo tradesman, residing in Main-street, 
who was attacked between ten and eleven o’clock, P-M, on Friday, 
the 1 3 tli ult., with Diarrhoea, followed by vomiting and cramps. 
He had previously been in apparently perfect health, and attributed 
his illness to having eaten herrings for supper. At six o clock, A.*., 
on the 14th, he was visited by Dr. Rogers, who found him cold, 
purple, without perceptible pulse, and suffering severely from cramps 
ill the lower extremities, accompanied by profuse purging of colour 
less fluid resembling rice-water in appearance. The vomiting * 
nearly ceased ; but the case appeared hopeless. External and in- 
ternal stimulants, with astringent enemata, were administered 
without producing any favourable change, and lie died at e e\m 
o’clock, a.m., on the 14th ult., after an illness of about twelve onr. 
from the first appearance of Diarrhoea. Mr. Maguire had no 
out of Enniskillen for some time, nor could liis illness be tracea 
communication with any infected person. _ 

The particulars of the second case I received from Dr. > ; 

Medical Officer of the Enniskillen Dispensary District, who ™o 
me that on Wednesday, the 18th ult, about nine o dock, 
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was sent for to visit Mary Scallan. forty years of age, a woman of 
intemperate habits, living in Strand-street, and found her suffering 
from vomiting, purging, and severe cramps. The tongue and surface 
of the body were quite cold, the face and extremities livid and 
shrivelled, and the pulse at the wrist was imperceptible. The 
matters discharged from the bowels presented the appearance of' 
rice-water. The treatment consisted in the exhibition of internal 
and external stimulants, with opiate encmata, followed by pills, com- 
posed of calomel and opium, in small doses. The directions of the 
Medical Officer, it is stated, were imperfectly carried into effect, 
owing to the alarm of the persons about the patient, and she died 
about seven o’clock, p.m., on the 1 9tli ult. This woman had been 
employed in nursing Mr. Maguire, above mentioned, and after his 
death had prepared the body for interment. 

Since the foVegoing cases were reported, the following have oc- 
curred in the town of Enniskillen. 

Biddy Farris, sixty years of. age, living in Dame-strect, was 
attacked about six o’clock, r.M., on the 2otli ult., with purging, 
vomiting, and cramps. She was visited at ten o’clock that night 
by the Medical Officer, Dr. Nixon, who found her in a state of col- 
lapse, and labouring under (he usual symptoms of malignant Cholera. 
Internal stimulants, with pills of calomel and opium, were adminis- 
tered; and mustard poultices were directed to be applied to the 
stomach and abdomen, but the patient would not submit to this 
part of the treatment. She died between eight and nine o’clock 
the next morning. She had not been out of the district, nor had 
she been in communication with either of the first two cases men- 
tioned ; but Dame-stroet, in which she lived, is in the immediate 
vicinity of Strand-street, where Mary Scallan, the last-named pa- 
tient, died. 

William Gildea, twelve years of age, living in Head-street, a few 
yards distant from Dame-street, was seized with violent purging, 
vomiting, and cramps, at eleven o’clock, A.M., on Saturday, the 28th 
ult. He was seen shortly afterwards by a medical practitioner in 
the town, who prescribed for him ; and in the evening, about eight 
o’clock, he was visited by the Medical Officer of the Dispensary. 
At that time the cramps had ceased, but the other symptoms per- 
sisted, and he was cold and pulseless. Pills, composed of calomel 
and opium, with a stimulating mixture, were administered, aud on 
the following morning he appeared considerably better. On the 
30th, symptoms of consecutive fever set in, and when I saw him 
yesterday he appeared to he progressing favourably. I ascertained 
from his friends that no urine had been passed during the last three 
days. 

Elizabeth Gildea, aged forty years, mother of the last-mentioned 
patient, aud sleeping in the same room, was attacked about one 
oclock, p.si., on the 30th ult., with purging, vomiting, and cramps, 
•-lie had not suffered from any premonitory symptom, and had been 
seen that day, about ten o’clock, a.ji., by the Medical Officer, 
anxiously nursing her son, and apparently in perfect health. When 
visited at two o’clock, p.m., only one hour after the commencement 
of her illness, she was in a state of complete collapse, and exhibited 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Reports of Cholera Cases. 



[App. A, 



102 

all the other characteristic symptoms of malignant Cholera. Ex- 
ternal and internal stimulants, pills of calomel and opium, and opiate 
enemata, were promptly administered, but she died at one o clock, 

* „ on t he 31st nit., after an illness of twelve hours duration. 

' The Medical Officer informed me, that on Sunday, the 29th nit,, 

• about eight o’clock, Mi., he heard that a boy named M‘Kien, an, 
liviuo- in Dame-street, and very near the house m winch Biddy 
Farias had died, had been attacked with Cholera. He immediately 
went to the place, and ascertained that the hoy had just died; and 
that he had been, apparently, in his usual health up to twelve o clock 
that dav Prom the description of liis symptoms, given by his 
friends there is a strong probability that lie died of Cholera; but 
no application for medical relief was made in his behalf. 

Thus it would appear that, from the 13th to the 30th ult, six cases 
of Cholera have occurred in the town of Enniskillen; and that of 
these five have terminated fatally, and one is at present under treat- 

ment, with a prospect of recovery. .. w ,.,i , 

The Medical Officer reports that, hitherto Ins District has been 
tolerably healthy, and that he has not had many cases of Diarrb® 
'under treatment, though some of these have recently exhibited a 

.Choleraic tendency. n 

Havin" attended a meeting of the Enniskillen Dispensary Com- 
mittee I ascertained that an Inspector of Nuisances has been ap- 
pointed for the District, at a salary of ten shillings a week, and that 
lie has been actively employed in the suppression of nuisances for 
several months. The Committee stated, however, that no steps lad 
been taken by either the Guardians or themselves for cleansing toe 
dwellings of the poor. . 

I alsS availed myself of tlio opportunity of attending the weekly 
meeting of the Board of Guardians, and brought under their notice 
the sanitary condition of the Union. I was informed that direc- 
tions have been given to the Believing Officers to make a careful 
examination of their districts, and to report to the Guardians the 
existence of any nuisances falling under their observation, beyond 
this I was unable to ascertain that any sanitary measures have been 

Your letter of the 30tli ult., No. 30,730, ’54, having been read, 
the Guardians signified their intention to provide a ward on eaett 
side of the Workhouse, in accordance with your recommendation, 
for the reception of inmates taking medicine for premonitory symp- 
toms. They also passed resolutions to the effect that lime arc 
brushes, for whitewashing, should bo supplied to the pool, ® 
used under the superintendence of proper officers; and that app i® 
tiou should he made for the issue of a Cholera Order, with a vffilr 
enable the Board of Guardians to take such steps as may be reijn 

site, in the event of the disease becoming epidemic in any par 

. the Union. . . 

The papers relating to this subject are returned herewitb. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

John Hill, Medical Inspector. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



No. HI.] 



103 



Reports of Cholera Cases. 

Glin Union. 

Ho. 54. — Report from Dr. Geary, Medical Inspector. 

Tarbert, April 10, 1854. 

Gentlemen, . . 

In accordance -with tlic directions conveyed m your letter of 
the 4th inst, I attended at the Workhouse of the above named 
Union and having gone minutely over same, and conferred with the 
Chairman of the Board of Guardians, the Medical Officer, Master of 
the Workhouse, and Clerk of the Union, all of whom were present 
at the time of my visit, have now the honour to report, in reference 
to the cases of Epidemic Cholera that appeared there, and the 
general sanitary state of the District, that the first recognised case was 
that of Mary Ken nelly, aged about sixty years, who was admitted 
to the Infirmary ward, with Choleraic Diarrlima on the 27 th ult. 
She is now convalescent, and stated to me that she had been in 
Limerick to see her sou, a pensioner of the East India Company, 
who resides at Prospect-row; slept at liis lodgings with her daughter 
on the night of the 25tli, and reached the house of Margaret 
Mulcahil, at Ballygutterrane, Electoral Division of Kilfergus, in the 
Glin Union, on the afternoon of the 2fith, accompanied by her 
daughter, having walked on that day about twenty-nine miles ; that 
she was attacked with a weakness, nausea, and severe Dirrahoea early 
on the morning of the 27th, and sought admission at the Work- 
house Infirmary on the same day. There slept in the same house on 
the night of the 2Gth, Margaret Millville, Mary Kennedy, jam, 
Mrs. Kelly, the daughter of Mulville, and Biddy Higgins; of 
those persons, Margaret Mulville, aged filty-six, was attacked with 
Cholera on the night of the 27th, and admitted to the Infirmary 
Ward of the Workhouse, from which she was removed by order of 
the Medical Officer, to the Probationary Ward (the other inmates 
expressing much alarm at her sufferings). Her case is represented as 
having been one of Spasmodic Cholera, which terminated fatally on 
the evening of her admission. 

Mrs. Kelly, the daughter of Mulville, deceased, left the house when 
her mother went to Hospital, was subsequently attacked with 
Cholera, and died. 

Biddy Higgins, aged nine, the granddaughter of Mulville, while 
seeking admission to the Workhouse at the time when the Guardians 
were assembled on the 31st ult., was attacked with Cholera, and 
immediately received by the Medical Officers directions into that 
portion of the auxiliary slated sheds allocated for the reception 
of Cholera patients by the Guardians. This child is now nearly 
recovered, and the statements now given are confirmed by her, and 
the daughter of Mary Kennelly. 

The eider Kenneliy states, that when she. complained to Margaret 
Mulville on the morning of the 27 tb, and particularized the 
nature of her sufferings, that Mulville replied, not to be uneasy, as 
she was ill herself for two days previously with the Eame kind of 
purging, hut that it had gone off. . 

No other case of Cholera has occurred here since, and the Medical 
Officer states, that the house preserves its ordinary healthy standard. 
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The Workhouse is one of recent erection, and its site appears very 
well calculated to insure a good system of drainage ; the principle 
devised fur the reception of the inmates’ soil, is that of privies 
having an inclined plane, communicating with covered cesspools, of 
•whicli° about eight are constructed close to the yards in which the 
inmates spend their time each day. These cesspools are stated to be 
cleaned out about each third or fourth week, the contents being 
bucketed on the surface, and thence removed to , the general manure 
heap, which is within the Workhouse grounds, situate at the west 
side 'of the buildings, from which point the wind blows betweennine 
and ten months in each year, conveying whatever unwholesome 
emanations are given off throughout the entire house. It is stated 
that turf earth is mixed with the soil thus collected with the view 
of deodorizing it, which must have a beneficial tendency in that way; 
hut it is suggested that more satisfactory arrangements might be 
devised for effecting the collection of the house soil, aud other refuse, 
with advantage to the sanitary state of the Workhouse and its 
inmates. The privy in the Infirmary yard, at the female side, was 
in a very objectionable state, and the cesspools attached to that, and 
the privy in the women’s yard, require immediate attention. I found 
the soil from both bucketed upon the surface, and open drains cut 
in the fields, with the view of carrying off the surplus watery collec- 
tions, which are represented as resulting from a spring, which wells 
up, and is constantly filling up these cesspools. The odour from those 
is very offensive, as they arc only separated from the female yards 
by the wall. I brought them ufider the direct notice of the Knight 
of Glin, the Chairman of the Board. 

It appears that the premises known as the Auxiliary, a portion 
of which is appropriated to a Girls’ School, and another to fever 
purposes, will cease to he held by the Guardians on the- 19th iust. 
It was here that the Guardians, by their recent resolution, proposed 
that arrangements ho made for Clio era extern cases, and their atten- 
tion might be directed to the difficulty an immediate surrender of 
these buildings might induce during the prevalence of Cholera. 

I examincdncarly all the houses in the town of Glin, both internally 
and in the rere. A large majority of these were found sadly over- 
crowded, as many as nine persons inhabiting a cabin which afforded 
space for scarcely half that number; the interior of all-the dwellings 
in the Mall require cleaning, manure heaps, aud filthy drains to be 
cleared away, and to ho then thoroughly purified by limewasli. 
Prom the statements made to me, some of these premises have not 
been whitewashed for years. In the upper and lower main streets, 
at the western side, there are offensive open drains running down 
immediately behind the houses, and communicating, from yard to 
yard, the contents being mixed at some points with the blood o! 
animals slaughtered by butchers in their own houses. 

Pew 1 towns are better situated for draiuage, and where an effective 
system of drainage could he secured at a smaller expense. ■ The atten- 
tion of the Knight of Glin and the Medical Officer of the Workhouse, 
who were with me, was especially directed to those matters; an 
the Head Constable in charge of the police force stationed there, sta 
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that measures liad been previously taken for the abatement of the 
nuisances, and would be immediately resumed. 

At the village of Tarbert, the very same stato of neglected 
sanitary arrangements was observed : manure heaps, cesspools, 
defective and obstructed drains and sewers running behind the 
houses, animals slaughtered in houses, and the blood on the flow's 
of the’ very apartments used for cooking, eating, and sleeping in ; 
pj„ s i n the houses and rere yards; overcrowded apartments, filthy, 
and requiring purification by limcwash ; and collections of fetid 
water from underneath the paving in immediate connexion with the 
Police Barrack. The yards and houses hero are much in want of 
being cleaned out, and purified by limewashiug. 

From the statement of Mary Kenuclly, it would appear that she 
had no communication with any person affected with Cholera ; nor 
did sho know of the disease being in Limerick during her stay 
there, although the district of Prospect- row, where her sou lives, is 
the locality iu which very many persons were attacked, and several 
died of the disease. 

It was suggested to the Master of the Glin Workhouse, that lime, 
chloride of lime, or pent charcoal be obtained, and applied without 
delay to the several privies and cesspools, especially to those now 
open, as well as the surface drains proceeding from them. Hie 
Chairman of the Board was present, and concurred. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

William J. Geary, m.d., Medical Inspector, 

The Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 



Kbnmare Union. 

No. 55. — Letter from Dr, Mayberry, Medical Officer of 
Tuosist Dispensary District. 

Tuosisb Dispensary District , Kenmare Union, 
November, 2G, 1853. 

Saturday morning at three o’clock was called on to visit a 
woman named Kate Brine, residing at Arden, aged thirty-five 
years, mother of five children, in previous good health. On my 
arrival, about five o’clock same morning, she complained of general 
prostration, with rather acute pains below the breast, under the 
ribs, and abdomen, with occasional cramps in the legs and arms, 
which were of icy coldness j quenchless thirst, hoarse voice, constant 
retching of the stomach, dark circle round the eyes, which were 
drawn hack and half closed, nails livid \ these symptoms, with rice- 
water discharges, and total loss of pulse, seemed as if life was 
ebbing rapidly. She died in thirty-two hours after first being 
attacked. 

The treatment I adopted was that of a stimulating nature, &c.: 
brandy and water, turpentine liniments, and mustard, and other 
stimulants internally j hot applications to feet and hands, &c., such 
as I had been in the habit of finding useful in my attendance in 
Cholera, in the year 1840. 
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On inquiry, I found she first complained of pain with Diarrhea, 
sobn followed with sickness of the stomach, in about au hour after 
eating her breakfast, the previous morning (Friday), consisting of 
salt hake with potatoes. 

It appears her husband, who was a carrier to and from Cork, re- 
turned rather unwell on the previous Monday ; and soon after, ou 
Wednesday, he was attacked with severe Diarrhoea — the discharges 
resembling rice-water. His wife was in the habit, during his illness, 
while confined to bed, of closely attending him, and slept in the same 
bed. Had very great thirst during his illness; has taken some astrin- 
gent powders while unwell ; slept for two nights at a lodging-house 
kept by a person named Owen Ferris, on the March, in Cork; all 
inmates there were in good health ; ho heard the Cholera was iu 
Queenstown, but did not feel afraid ; always when in Cork his 
business carried him through several lanes, Ac. 

The weather was very wot, and a good deal of lightning, without 
thunder, ou the same evening of the day Kate Brine became 
affected (November 25). 

I have seen reported in the papers three cases of Cholera, as 
having taken place in Cork on the same day, Friday, 2otb November. 

George M. Mayberry, m.d. and Surgeon, 

January, 7, 18-54 

Query. — Whether disease, in this instance, propagated itself by 
contagion, or Cholera poison was imbibed by ^clothing, or the atmos- 
phere strongly impregnated with the virus. 

P.S. — The foregoing I have taken from my notes of the case of 
Kate Brine, trusting the particulars may be found satisfactory to the 
Commissioners. 

G. M. M. 



No. 56. — Eeport from Mr. Horsley, Poor Law Inspector. 

January 26, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

In accordance with the instructions contained in the Commis- 
sioners’ letter of the 18th instant, I have the honour to transmit to the 
office herewith, minutes of the evidence I obtained from John Briae, 
at Kenmare, on Tuesday last, with respect to the illness with which 
he was seized on his return home from Cork, in the month of Novem- 
ber last. I did not consider it necessary to administer an oath to 
Brine before committing his evidenco to writing, as there could be 
no possible motive for concealing the truth on his part. 

The Commissioners will observe, that if Brine came in contact 
with any person or matter from a locality in which Cholera existed 
at the time of his visit to Cork, he was not himself aware of the 
circumstance. 

I return herewith Dr. Mayberry’s letter, and have the honour to 
be, Gentlemen, your very obedient servant, 

S, Horsiet, 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Poor Law Office, Dublin. 
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Enclosure in No. 56. 

Kenmare, January 24, 1854. 

John Brine, carman, of Ardea, in tlie Kenmare Union, being ex- 
amined saitli : I was in Cork on business on or about the IStlr of 
November last; when in Cork I lodgedin the bouse of a man named 
Owen Ferris. There was no one sick in Ferris’s bouse at the time, 
nor <lid I bear of any persons being sick in any of the bouses ad- 
joinin'' that of Ferris. I heard there were some cases of Cholera 
III Queenstown, but I did not go near that place, nor did I to my 
knowledge have any intercourse with any one from Queenstown. 1 
did not to my knowledge meet any one who had been on board the 
ship “ Kossuth,” lying off Queenstown ; nor did I see any of the 
o 0 ods or clothing which were sent on shore from that vessel. 

= Whilst in Cork, my business took mo into various shops in various 
streets. I returned to my home in Ardea from Cork on the 21st of 
November last, and on the 23rd I was seized with violent purging, 
though I had no pain. I felt unwell and weak on the journey home. 
My wife attended me whilst I was unwell, and slept in the same bed 
with me. I was worse on the morning of Friday, the 25th of No- 
vember last, and about twelve o’clock on that day my wife was 
seized with purging, vomiting, and spasms; she never rallied, and 
died on the following day. 1 recovered rapidly. 

Witness, John Brine. 

Samuel Horsley, Poor Law Inspector. 



Kii.mallook, Union. 

No. 57. Letter from Dr. Burke, Medical Officer of 

Kilfinane Dispensary District. 

Kilfinane, County Limerick, 
March 9, 1854. 

GENTLEMEN 

I received a circular from you, No. 1, M. 1854, Miscellaneous, 
and bearing date 3rd January, 1854, conveying a request that 
I would at once communicate directly to you the particulars of the 
first case of Asiatic Cholera that might occur iu my District. 

In accordance with that order I have to inform you that I was 
sent for yesterday to see a patient (not a pauper) at Glenbrohane, 
in this Dispensary District, and on iny arrival found him presenting 
all the symptoms of the collapsed stage of malignant Cholera. 

He was a man about sixty-four years of age, a laud steward, of 
sober and regular habits, but for a long time lias had a particularly 
delicate chest. He had been in Limerick, from which place he 
returned on the evening of the 7th, showing, as far -as I could 
collect, no symptoms of disease. He ate his breakfast heartily on. 
the morning of the Sth, about eight o’clock, shortly after which lie 
was attacked with vomiting and purging, and sank, with fearful 
rapidity, into the condition iu which I found him. He was cold 
and pulseless, ills voice feeble and squeaky, his senses unimpaired ; 
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tlie fingers were blue, ami there was no mistaking the leaden pallor 
of his sunken face ; the vomiting and purging had ceased, and the 
originally feeble organs, the lungs, were rapidly filling with effusion. 
I put heat to his extremities, a sinapism to his chest, and gave hint 
a liberal supply of whiskey punch, with aromatic spirit of ammonia, 
at the same time giving his friends to understand there was no hope, 
and that they should have sent for me more promptly, lie died 
about five o’clock, r.si — about an hour and a half after my seeing 
him. 

Should any further information lie required from me, it will give 
me pleasure to attend to your directions. 

I am, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

G. 11. Burke, m.b., 

Medical Officer to Kilffuane Dispensary District. 
The Poor Law Commissioners. 



No. 58 He port from Dr. Gearv, Medical Inspector. 

Charleville, March 14, 1854. 

Gextlehex, 

In reference to the circumstances connected with the appearance 
of Cholera in the Kilfinane Dispensary District, I have the honour 
to report, that the case communicated by Dr. Burke occurred im- 
mediately on the return of John O’Brien from Limerick, whore the 
epidemic prevails ; hut there is no evidence that lie had any com- 
munication with persons labouring under the disease, or that he or 
liis family were even cognizant of the nature of the attack, till the 
Medical Officer visited him. O’Brien was aged about sixty-four 
years ; a man in comfortable circumstances, being the steward of 
Mr. Gubbins, at his dairy farm, at Griston, Electoral Division of 
Glenbrohane. The premises the deceased occupied were well cir- 
cumstanced, and there is no evidence of the usual inattention to 
sanitary precautions. No other cases of Cholera have since occurred 
in the District. 

I have the honour to lie, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
William J. Gears', m.d., Medical Inspector. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 



No. 59- — Letter from Dr. O’Keefe, Medical Officer of 
Brurec Dispensary District. 

Druree Dispensary, March 11, 1854. • 

Gentlemek, 

Agreeable to your letter respecting any cases of Asiatic Cholera 
arising in my District, I beg leave to inform you that on this day I 
was callod on to attend, at Bruree, a man of the name of Boderick 
Kennedy, aged -thirty-four, at the hour of six, a.ji. I found him in 
•the stage of collapse, pulse not perceptible, extremities blue and cold, 
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and constant evacuations from the bowels. I administered stimn- 

opium, camphor, and ammonia, &c., and warm stupes to tlio 

extremities and abdomen, with spirit of turpentine ; died at ten 
o’clock k m This man had Diarrhoea for some days, and went as 
driver Vo Limerick on Thursday, where, I understand, Cholera is ; 
did not sleep there, hut returned with other cartmcn on Friday 
nidit with loads of flour for his master ; was very ill on the road, 
imt able to walk ; previous to my visit he had been removed from 
his comfortable bed, where he lodged, to a cold and miserable 
house — the family being alarmed. 

The Commissioners will he good enough to inform me what steps 
I am to take in the event of any future case, as there is no accom- 
modation or other necessaries as yet provided in this District. 

C. O’Keefe, m.d., 

Medical Officer, Bruree Dispensary, Kilmcdlock. 
The Poor Law Commissioners , Dublin. 



jfo. 60.— Report from Dr. Geary, Medical Inspector. 

Bniree, March 15, 1854. 

Gentlemen, , , ,, ... 

I beg leave to report, that I, this day, attended at bruree, with 
the view of collecting the particulars in reference to the case of 
Cholera communicated by the Medical Officer of the District, and 
to ascertain how far the Nuisances’ Removal Acts have been carried 
out in that locality. 

From the statement made by the Medical Officer, and the infor- 
mation gleaned at the premises where Kennedy, the subject of the 
attack, lodged, it appears, that being in the employment of a 
miller in the district, he went on his employer’s business to Lime- 
rick, on Thursday, was occupied with his business till Friday morn- 
ing, when lie returned to bruree, not having taken any rest duiing 
his absence. lie had some Diarrhoea when leaving home, which 
still persisted during liis journey, and so weakened him that he was 
exhausted on his arrival. The peoplo with whom lie lodged, 
alarmed at his indisposition, had him removed to a neighbouring 
house, occupied by a man named McAulitl, and his family; becoming 
still worse, the clergyman was called to attend upon him, about 
four o’clock, a.m., on Saturday, the 11th, and the Medical Officers 
services were sought for about six o’clock, a.m., when immediate 
attendance was given. The particular features of the case are 
stated in the Medical Officer’s Report ; and the ease proved fatal 
within four hours after lie sought Dr. O’Keefe’s assistant e. 

It does not appear that any case of Asiatic Cholera occurred, in 
that district, either previously or since ; and so little apprehension 
existed on the mind of McAuliff, to whose house he was removed, 
that he actually wore the shoes, stockings, and other apparel of the 
deceased on the very afternoon of the demise. It, however, is men- 
tioned, that on Monday, the 13th, two days subsequent to the ev ent-, 
he was troubled with serious nervous apprehensions, and came to the 
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Dispensary, where the Medical Officer administered a strong car- 
minative draught, which quite restored him, and he still continues 

^ ^Accompanied by the Medical Officer and one of the Guardians, I 
inspected the village of Braree, and the premises where the deceased 
resided, as also those in which he died. Having discovered the 
existence of a fearful collection of vegetable matter in the immediate 
vicinity of the latter premises, and to the rere of the dwelling of a 
very comfortable inhabitant of the village, I conferred with the 
Head Constable of the Police stationed at Bruree, who accompanied 
me* to the back yard, and having pointed out this and some other 
nuisances, he promised to have notices immediately served on the 
Board of Guardians. In travelling through other portions of this 
district, many similar collections ot nuisances, injurious to the pub- 
lic health, were observable ; while it. is stated, that exertions were 
previously made for their removal, with good effect, and the present 
are re-accumulations. . , , 

The premises in the village require to he whitewashed thoroughly, 
both inside and without ; and several pits, which were previously 
filled with manure, require to have some lime shaken over them. 
The sanitary state of the district is represented by the Medical 
Officer as offering nothing unusual ; and there do not appear to be 
any cases of Diarrhoea. The same I have ascertained, this morn- 
ing, at Charleville Dispensary District, the Medical Officer of which 

1 On examining the Minute Book of the Committee’s proceedings, 
I found that an extraordinary meeting had been held on the loth 
instant, consequent on the report of the Medical Officer as to the 
occurrence of Asiatic Cholera; and it then appeared that the Com- 
mittee resolved to take a house, and open a temporary hospital at 
Bruree, for tlio reception of 011010111 cases, and that a requisition he 
forwarded to the Board of Guardians at Kilmallook, for four bed- 
steads and bedding. , . . . 

The result of the requisition was however anticipated, and i 
found the articles above enumerated already stored in the meeting 
room of the Committee, at the Dispensary House, obtained . by 
Mr. Shelton from the Muster of the Union Workhouse, on his (Jlr. 
Shelton's) responsibility. _ , , 

An entry also appears, being a transcript of the letter forwarded 
to the Committee by Mr. Shelton, No. S-103 (herewith), request- 
ing that permission be given to convert the Dispensary House mto a 
Cholera Hospital, and stating that other premises had bean mken 
for Dispensary purposes. _• • • « 

Taking into consideration the population of the Electoral Diviao 
of Bruree, and its central locality in reference to the other Electors 
Divisions which comprise the Dispensary District, an hospita or 
the proposed object would be very conveniently located at 
but it would not be expedient to break up tlie arrangements eneci 
for Dispensary purposes by converting the premises, as proposed, 
into an hospital, if other premises could be found. I have seen 
place suggested for temporary Dispensary purposes; as, however. 
Commissioners have addressed the Board of Guardians w releren 
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to tlie question of hospital accommodation, the point remains open 
for the present. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

William J. Geaky, m.d., Medical Inspector. 

The Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 



g|. Letter, from Dr. Riordan, Medical Officer of 

Hospital Dispensary District. 

Hospital Dispensary, Kilmallock Union, 
March 29, 1854. 

Gentlemen, , , -io.it 

I he" to inform you, according to circular received ora January, 

1854 that, on Sunday last, the 26tli ultimo, a man named Howard 
was attacked, in this village, about one o’clock, P.M., with the 
usual symptoms of Cholera. He, being in comfortable circumstances, 
sent immediately for the family medical attendant, Dr. Bennett, of 
Bruff, who pronounced the case as one of a very serious character. 
He continued to suffer, as I am informed, until Tuesday morning, 
when he expired. . _ 

This man only returned from Limerick the evening of Saturday, 
the 2oth, to see his friends, who reside at Hospital, being employed 
as foreman, mason in the Messrs. Hassells’ establishmentj at Limerick, 
This lias been the first case in my District. 

I remain, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

D. Riordan, m.d. 

The Poor low Commissioners, Dublin. 



No. 62. — Report from Dr. Geary, Medical Inspector. 

Hospital, April ! , 1S04. 

Gentlemen, _ 

I have the honour to report that I this day attended at hLos- 
pital, in reference to the case of John Howard, who died there of 
Cholera on the 27th ult. It appears that Howard was a master 
mason, in the employ of Messrs. J. N. Russell and Sons, Limerick, 
where he resided during six days in each week for very many 
years, returning to Hospital for the seventh day (Sunday), his wife 
and children residing there, and conducting some mixed "business as 
shopkeepers. Saturday, the 25th ult., being a holiday, he came to 
Hospital from Limerick, and was then, so far as can be learned, m 
the enjoyment of good health, and so continued till mid-day on 
Sunday, after prayers, when he was suddenly seized with a weak- 
ness, dimness of vision, and vomiting, which were succeeded by 
sharp purging. He was seen by Dr. Bennett, of Bruff, the family 
physician, who continued his attendance till mid-day on Monday, 
the 27th, when he died. It cannot be ascertained as to his having 
had any direct communication with persons affected with Cholera , 
hut he resided in Boherb.ee,. Limerick, in the immediate locality o 
premises where the disease has been appearing for some time previous 
to his illness, and since. I examined the apartments and house 
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where lie lodged for over thirteen years in Limerick, and found 
manure and pigs in the back-yard, with a bad and defective sewer. 

'On arriving at ICnocklong to-day, I found another case in tins 
vicinity of the Bail way Station, which occurred on yesterday after- 
noon William Carroll, aged twenty years, went to Limerick with 
his sister, who was an emigrant, proposing to sail by the "Jessie,” 
from which he only returned on the night of the 5th, having spent 
some time on board that vessel, at the quays, on the 4th and mom- 
in.r of the 5th. He worked yesterday morning in “ fencing,” and 
assisting in the removal of some manure from the front of his father’s 
house ; lelt sick in the afternoon, and was last night seized with 
puffing, vomiting, and cramps. The family did not consider the 
attack deserving of particular notice, and the Medical Officer of the 
District was only sent for as I reached there. Dr. Riordan was at 
I, ; s Dispensary, at Hospital, within one and a half miles of Carroll’s 
house, and went immediately to see the case. 

Accompanied by the Relieving Officer, I carefully examined all 
the houses in Hospital village, and, with few exceptions, a poorer, 
more wretched, or filthier set of habitations I seldom visited. In 
some bouses I found pigs; in tbe back-yards of all, manure heaps, 
and offensive deposits of fetid water. Many of the premises were 
overcrowded; and although it is stated that measures were some 
months since taken to remove collections of decomposing vegetable 
matters, and tliat many of the houses were whitewashed, the same 
course is now urgently called for. . 

Some poor lodging-houses, of small accommodation, exist in the 
village, which are represented as being at times much crowded-the 
sum of “one penny" being the charge for a night’s lodging. They 
are in a filthy state, and require attention. 

I found exposed for sale the carcasses of cows which were repre- 
sented as having died of the “ distemper.” The flesh looked must 
revolting ; and from tlie Police I learned that this is a constant 
practice with the butchers in Hospital, whenever the disease appears 
in the neighbourhood. The parties have been brought before the 
Justices at Petty Sessions, but convictions could not be obtained, 
as the Constable could not swear that the meat was so bad as to be 
unlit for human food. I requested Constable Roragan to britg tlie 
subject under the notice of the Magistrates again, and also revested 
the attention of a local solicitor to the subject. 

On examining the Minute Book of tbe Committee of the Hospital 
Dispensary District, I found that a meeting was held on the 3rd inst., 
when a resolution was passed, directing the Dispensary to be kept 
open each day in the week from twelve to one o’clock, and notices 
to be posted in conformity with the Cholera Order. 

The “Jessie,” emigrant vessel, aboard which Carroll bail been 
with bis sister, is the same from which a case of Cholera was received 
at the hospital previous to his visit, and another has been trans- 
mitted there on this day also. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

WiiJiiAM J- Geary, m.d., Medical Inspector. 

The Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 
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63 Letter from Dr. Bennett, Medical Officer of 

Bruff Dispensary District. 

Sniff) April 12, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

I be" leave to report that I was called on, in the course of my 
private practice, to visit a Miss 0. On my arrival, at two o’clock, 
on Monday, the 10th, I found this patient in the collapsed stage of 
blue Cholera. After giving her some brandy in strong tea, follow- 
ing it up with calomel and opium pill, and an astringent mixture 
of dilute sulphuric acid and compound tincture of cardamom, the 
vomiting and Diarrhoea ceased ; partial reaction set in on Tuesday 
morning; but at six o’clock on yesterday evening respiration be- 
came embarrassed, and at twelve o’clock last evening she died. 

On inquiry, I could learn this young lady went with her sister to 
limerick on Thursday last, slept in town on Friday and Saturday, 
and on her return home on Sunday night was taken ill with sick- 
ness of stomach and Diarrhoea, which continued until I was sent 
for, and found her in the state I have described. 

I have the honour to be your obedient, 
Samuel Bennett, n.d., 

Medical Officer to the Bruff Dispensary. 



Kilrush Union. 

No. 64 Letter from Dr. Griffin, Medical Officer of 

Kilkee Dispensary District. 

Kilkee, February 14, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

I have to report that I was called, on the morning of the 12th, 
to see a man of the name of John Keane, aged twenty-seven, resid- 
ing at Qnerrin, in this Dispensary District, who was stated to labour 
under symptoms of Cholera. On arriving at his house, five miles 
from here, about noon, I found that he had been suffering from pro- 
fuse Biarrha?a and vomiting since about ten o’clock the night 
before. He was, at the period of my visit, much exhausted. I 
treated him for Cholera, by mustard plaster over the stomach, calomel 
and opium, and acetate of lead and opium pills, which I left to 
be given every half hour. On seeing him next day, I found that 
the treatment had not been properly followed up ; indeed it appeared 
that he had refused all medicine, and would take nothing hut cold 
water. He was then in deep collapse; his extremities cold and 
pulseless; feet, hands, ifcc., blue, and his voice a scarcely audible 
whisper. I had sinapisms put on his legs ; warmth by means of hot 
bricks applied; stimulants given internally, and the other means 
used which circumstances admitted of ; but he continued to sink, 
and died about ten o’clock last night, having been about forty-eight 
hours ilL 

This was, I am concerned to say, a well-marked case of Asiatic 
Cholera, The man was a boatman, and had oply that day returned 
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from Limerick, where some cases of the disease are stated to have 
occurred I could not, however, ascertain from him that he had 
any communication with any person affected in a similar manner. 

I should have reported this case on yesterday, hut waited to 
^certain the result, and did not wish to pronounce it a case of 
malignant Cholera until all doubt was removed. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
John Gbiffin, h -.v., Medical Officer. 
To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



No. 65.— Repokt from Dr. Geary, Medical Inspector. 

Kilkee, February 22, 1854. 

GENT p Reference to' the instructions communicated in your letter, 
No 5105 1854 I have the honour to report that'I closely inspected . 
the Kilkee Dispensary District, in the above Union, on the 22ndinst., 
visitin' 1, the premises wherein the two cases of Cholera had occurred, 
at Ouerrin in the Electoral Division of the same name, and from all 
the information which can he gleaned, the following would appear 
the chain of the development of those-eases 

John Keane aged twenty-seven years, acting as boatman m a 
turf-boat, left Limerick on- the 10th of February, arrived at Canig- 
aholt where, he landed, on tho.lltli February, and walked.' to La 
father’s house at Querrin, a distance of five miles,; arriving there the 
same evenin'' ; complained of having been troubled with colicy 
paiirs and some tumefaction of the abdomen ; eat nothing, andwas 
seized during the night with Diarrhoea, cramps, and vomiting; waa 
seen on the 12th- by Dr. Griffin, at noon ; all medical interference 
■was unavailing; the disease progressed, and he died on the night 
of the 13 th at ten o’clock. , , , . . 

His sister, who resided in the same cabin, and who had been in 
constant attendance upon him during the attack, went to the funeral 
on the 14th, and was seized with purging, vomiting, and cramps on 
the same night, and was visited by the Medical Officer on the loth. 
It appears *tbat tins girl, Joan Keane, aged twenty, had gone to 
Kilkee for the doctor on the 11th ; had taken little food on that or 
the succeeding days, hut drank some spirits, in which habit she was 
known to indulge occasionally. She is now m consecutive iever, 
and likely to recover. ■ 

No third case has as yet appeared in the District. _ . ■ ■ . 

It is worthy of remark, as was mentioned by an mtejkg® 
member of the Committee to-day, that the first case of Choto 
during the epidemic of 1848-0 occurred in Querrin, .and thence 

spread over this District. . .c 

There can ho little difficulty in connecting the case ot 
with that of Hcthernan, who died ill St. John’s Hospital, LnMP« 
Both were in Limerick at the same time, although in sepMate bMWJ 
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tkev lay at the same quay, were several days there, and both drank 
whiskey to excess during almost the entire period; and being 
acquaintances, and from the same district, must have been m ire- 

^Talso horned to-day from a fellow-boatman of John Hethernan 
(who died)— the same whom I spoke with at the quays of Limerick on 

tlie 13tli that both the parties who are dead were at the wake of 

a child who died at Market-alley, parish of St. Michael, Limerick. 
This child was reported by me as that of tc Murphy/ turf dealer ; 
but it appears that Dr. Gore, wlio attended the case (a private one), 
was in error when' stating the parentage, as the child was one i oi 
the family of a man named Connell, who works for Murphy, 
and had a, constant communication with the sailors of the “Fly, 
Hethernan's boat, and “HauglisV boat, in which Keane worked. 

I satisfied myself of the identity of the deceased child on Monday, 
at Limerick, where I visited the miserable room they inhabit. 

Now the case of Catherine Kelly, No. 3,905, reported by Dr. 
Kavanagh, wbicb occurred on the dtli February, at Arthur’s- 
riuay, hears the appearance of some connexion with the cases of 
Hethernan and Keane. Whether she frequented Market-alley or 
not has yet to be determined ; hut there is every reason to believe 
that slie bad communication with Connell, the father of the child. 

The sanitary condition of the Kilkee Dispensary District is most 
deplorable : scarcely a house to he observed along the roads tom the 
village of Kilkee to Querrin, by Iiilfeera, and round by Wire Bridge, 
that does not present the most alarming evidence of all inattention 
to cleanliness ; heaps of manure, in all stages of decomposition, 
abounding up to, and in the immediate vicinity of, the habitations 
of residents. 

The village of Kilkee, with some two to three hundred houses— 
the great resort of all classes, as a sea-bathing resort, m summer— 
is in a most neglected state : lieap3 of manure and filth to be found 
in all directions, which is the more to be wondered at from the fact 
of tbe Constabulary aud Relieving Officer, as also the Medical 
Officer of the District, residing therein. 

This state of matters was fully laid bare by me to-day, at the 
meeting of the Committee of Management, presided oyer by Mr. 
Studdart, j.p., who resides quite convenient to the village. An 
order was passed, calling on the Constabulary and Relieving Officer 
to inspect and report to the Committee the nuisances which exist j. 
and the Board of Guardians were requested to procure ten barrels 
of lime, for whitewashing the houses of the poor, and to sanction 
the hiring of two men to do this most necessary work. 

Energetic measures must he adopted iu this District, or the con- 
sequences may he very fatal. 

The Committee, under the impression that the power vested m 
them, ordered the Relieving Officer to provide a coffin for John 
Keane, who died of Cholera. The coffin was provided j it was most 
necessary • the people were very poor, and could not afford to procure 
one. In this, no doubt, they exceeded their powers, hut the circum- 
stances of the case were exceptional and urgent ; and the Com- 

:V‘-' I 2 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



110 



Reports of Cholera Cases. [1pp. 1. 

missioned’ sanction for payment of same iniglit, under sucli peculiar 
circumstances, be extended, 

I bare the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

William J. Geary, m.d., Medical Inspector. 
The Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 



No. 60 . — Report from Dr. Geary, Medical Inspector, 

Rilrush, February 24, 1854, 

Gentlemen, 

I beg leave to state, that a case of Cholera has been just 
reported as having occurred at Moyarta, Einagh Electoral Division, 

in the person of M'Mahon, a boatman, who oidy recently 

returned from Limerick ; was attended by Dr. O’Donnell, of Kilrush 
(as a private case) ; the case terminated fatally, and the remains 
were this morning interred. 

The particulars I shall collect and forward, 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant. 

William J. Geary, m.d., Medical Inspector. 
To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 



No. 67 Report from Dr. Geary, Medical Inspector. 

Kilrusli, February 25, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

Adverting to my communication of yesterday’s date, in refer- 
ence to the occurrence of a third case of Cholera in the Kilkee 
Dispensary District, I have the honour to forward the particulars 
connected therewith, so far as they could he collected from the 
widow and children, as also from the brother, Simon M'Mahon, who 
worked with the deceased in the same boat. 

It appears that Michael M'Mahon, aged forty years, had been to 
Limerick witli a boat-load of turf ; while there he lay at Arthur’s- 
quay, alongside the boat in which John Keane, who died at Querrin 
on the 13th inst. (and which boat had returned from Carrigaholt 
with a fresh cargo), had worked. 

M'Mahon returned in his boat on Monday night, the 20th, to 
Moyarta, Electoral Division of Einagh, in the Kilkee Dispensary 
District, in Iris usual good health and spirits, bringing with him 
some corned pork, which was dressed and eaten by the family and 
himself on Tuesday the 21st. The family all state that he never 
seemed to have enjoyed better health. 

About four o’clock, A.M., on Wednesday, bo was attacked with 
Diarrhoea and vomiting, which continued till the afternoon, when 
he was seen by Dr. O’Donnell, who tells me that the case had then 
run into deep collapse, with total loss of voice; that he continued to 
sink till about four o’clock, A.M., on Thursday, when he died. 

It does not appear from the statement of Simon M'Mahon, his 
brother, or that of a young lad, the son of the deceased, both of 
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whom worked iu the boat, that the deceased had been anywhere 
in Limerick where Cholera prevailed, and his habits, while there, 
were temperate. 

He seems to have borne an excellent character, and has left a 
widow and six children destitute. 

I have the honour to be. Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

William J. Geary, m.d., Medical Inspector. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 



Ho. 68. — Letter from Dr. Griffin, Medical Officer of 
Kilkee Dispensary District. 

Killeee, April 8, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

I have to inform you that I attended, on yesterday, a man 
named Patrick M'Grath, aged forty, residing at Querrin, in this 
Dispensary District, who was attacked on that morning with 
all the symptoms of malignant Cholera. He had been in Limerick, 
whence he returned late on the evening of the 6th, and went to bed 
in his usual health. Pie was attacked with vomiting, purging, and 
cramps about four o’clock next morning, and when I saw him, 
abont nine o’clock, he was in deep collapse, from which he never 
rallied, and died about four o’clock yesterday afternoon, having 
been about twelve hours ill. 

He was not aware of having been in communication with any 
person similarly attacked, and was hut one night in Limerick. 
The attack was not preceded immediately by any premonitory 
Diarrhoea, hut he had an attack of Diarrhoea about a week previous, 
wbicli he attributed to eating bad fish, and which continued two days. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

John Griffin, m.d., Medical Officer. 

The Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 



No. 69. — Letter from Dr. Griffin, Medical Officer of 
Kilkee Dispensary District. 

Kilkee, Apiril 14, 1S54. 

Gentlemen, 

I have to acquaint you that I attended, on yesterday, at 
Querrin, in this Dispensary District, two cases of malignant Cholera. 
They were both children to Patrick M’Grath, whose death I reported 
to you on the 8th instant, one aged about four years, and the other 
two and a-lialf years. The elder was three days ill at the period 
of my visit, and died the same night ; the other I had this day 
removed to the Workhouse hospital. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

John Griffin, Mm., Medical Officer. 
The Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin, 
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Larne Union. 

NOi 7o.— R eport from Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

Belfast, March 22, 1854. 

QJ 

I be* leave to report, in addition to my communication of yester- 
dav from the Larne Union, that six cases of Cholera had occurred 
in all in the Ballynure District. No. 1 had been in the. Carrick- 
fereus District, at the house of an uncle, dead of Cholera; Nos. 2 and 
3 were said to have visited the house of No. 1 during the attack of 
Cholera ; and Nos. 1 and 2 reside within a few perches of eadi 

0t No. 4 occurred in a mill-worker, at Ballynure. No communica- 
tion between this and the other cases. _ 

No. 5, the stepfather of No. 1, residing m house with No. 1. 

No. 6, the mother of No. 5, residing in house with i No. 1. 

Nos. 3 5, and 6 were not seen by tbe Medical Officer ; they all 
died of the’ symptoms of Cholera, as far as could he ascertained by 
report. The other three recovered, the symptoms being m all 
•nureing, vomiting, cramps, and very weak pulse. The Medical 
Officer reported that Diarrhoea was prevalent amongst his private 
patients, hut no case had occurred in Dispensary practice recently. 

I pointed out to the medical attendant that he should have reported 
the above cases to the Commissioners without delay. 

The cases above mentioned all occurred at the townland ol JMj- 
boley, which is five or six miles (Irish) from the place where Cholera 
prevailed in the Carrickfergus District, and is m the Ballycor Elec- 
toral Division. Ballyboley is about three miles from Ballynure, at 
which latter No. 4 resides. 

Some of the Committee met me by appointment, a.nd they had 
commenced actively to have the nuisances in the District abated. 

In the Larne cases, no communication with any tainted place, or 
of the difterent patients with each other, was traceable. In addi- 
tion to the cases seen by the Medical Officer, one supposed case, in 
which recovery took place, occurred in the Ililwaughter Electoral 
Division about four or five miles from Larno. 

The Sanitary Committee have met daily at Larne, and .have 
employed a local inspector and five or six men, who are actively 
engaged in cleansing and purifying the streets and houses ol e 
poorer inhabitants. , 

The disease was very fatal in Larue in 1832, and there were on y 
three or four deaths from Cholera in 1848. ^ 

I also met the Larne Committee, and advised them on any SB ' 
jects proposed to me, and made such suggestions as I consi er 
ilecessary under the circumstances. I anticipate the town being 
put in a satisfactory condition with as little delay as possible. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

A t.w , Knox, Medical Impectar. 

W. Stanley, Esq., Secretary. , , 

T viBited Ballycarry on my return from Larne, and 
there was no Cholera in that District ; and the Q-lenarm Dis r 
also reported to be free from tlie'disease. A ' 
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? j Report from Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

' ’ Belfast, March 23, 1854. 

T T, ave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
OOnd March, forwarding a letter from Dr. Arthur, Medical Atten 
ant of the Ballynure Dispensary, and to state, for the information 
«f the Commissioners, that Dr. Arthur’s letter, annexed, was written 
li my suggestion, as I learned that he bad. omitted to report, accord- 
ing to instructions, the cases of Cholera referred to therein , and 
T further ben leave to state, that the cases reported therein are the 
-™ me cases described in my report to the Commissioners; of yester- 
day’s date, and which I had visited Ballynure to investigate, in 

^Dmadfthe most minnto inquiry of the Medical Attendant, and 
some members of the Dispensary Committee .present, apd the -result 
of all the information I could procure is contained m my report ot 

r With' Reference to the case of Mary Stewart, marked Ko. 1 in my 
previous report, the information obtained from the Medical Attend- 
ant was, that she had been at the funeral of an uncle, dead of 
cholera, and in the bouse of the deceased, in -the CamcWergns 
Dispensary District, ,at. a place called Woodburn, which is five or 
six miles from the residence of Mary Stewart, at Ballyboley, and the 
other person referred to in your letter, vie,, Andrew Brown, the 
stepfather of Mary Stewart, resided in the same house with her, 
and had also, according to Dr. Arthur’s statement, attended the 
funeral of Stewart’s uncle. The particulars, as stated m Dr. Arthur s 
letter, correspond with the information I was able to elicit from 
him : but part of bis report, regarding various particulars, rested on 
the statements of other . parties, especially as regards the scorns 
of the patients whom he had not seen. It will be observed that a 
case occurred in the town of Ballynure, totally unconnected with the 
townland of Ballyboley, and that, as stated by the Medical Officer 
to me, Diarrhea was prevalent amongst bis private patients m the 

District. , , , 

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Alex. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

IF. Stanley , Esq., Secretary. 

Roi 72. — Report from Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

Randalstown, August 14, 1854, 

Bin ' m 

’ I have the honour to report, that I visited the Larne Dispensary 
District, in compliance with the instructions of the Commissioners 
on Saturday last, the 12th instant, with reference to the reappearance 
.of Cholera there. . , , t™- 

On inquiry, it appears that the symptoms m the cas ^,. , 
McQuarry, described in Dr. Ferres’s letter, were "wa ® r J_ 

-and vomiting, suppressed urine and collapse, at the perio « 
was ballad to .see'her ; and; as death., occurred-in a ew. . 
case may be fairly viewed as one of malignant Cholera. § 
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the residence of McQuarry, the situation appeared to be rather healthy 
than otherwise, and of the average degree of cleanliness. The other 
inmates of the house (several) have since remained unaffected with 
symptoms of Diarrhoea or Cholera. In the case of McQuarry, no inter- 
course had taken place with any person or situation affected with 
Cholera ; but it appears that a married sister had been at the “wake ” 
in McQuarry’s house, which is in the town of Larne, and died a few 
days subsequently, of symptoms reported to have been those of 
Cholera. The husband of this last mentioned person, named Car- 
michael, then became ill, and also died after a brief illness. These 
last two cases did not occur in Dispensary practice, or in the private 
practice of Dr. Ferres, and were not seen by him ; but I subse- 
quently visited the Medical Practitioner who had been in attendance 
on them, and he termed the disease Diarrhea; hut on close inquiry, 
it appeared that the symptoms were not confined to purging, but that 
cramps and vomiting were also present, and, therefore, it may be 
reasonably inferred that these also were cases of Cholera. The 
Carmichaels lived at Glynn, about a mile and a-lialf from the town 
of Larne, in a District where no other case of Cholera is known to 
have occurred; hut they had both been in the house of McQuarry, in 
Larne, at the “ wake” and funeral, and they were consequently, in 
all probability, exposed to whatever influence had produced the dis- 
, ease in her instance. 

A fourth case occurred in the person of the name of Crawford, 
the son of a farmer, residing towards the Glenarm extremity of the 
Larne Dispensary District, in the Carncastle Electoral Division, 
lie was not a patient of Dr. Ferres, and I could only ascertain, that 
according to report, he had died with symptoms of Cholera, after a 
very brief illness. The remaining members of the family are said 
to remain unaffected with any disease, both in this case, and that of 
the Carmichaels. 

It also appears, as far as can be ascertained, that Crawford, in a 
state of intoxication, had remained some time in the house of the 
late Fdlen McQuarry, smoking tobacco, on his way out of Larne, 
probably, on the day after her death. Dr. Ferres appeared to be of 
opinion, that Crawford had been in McQuarry’s house ; hut none of 
MeQuarry’s family are now in Larue, and Crawford being dead, the 
fact could not ho certainly ascertained. 

The dates of the respective deaths of the four parties mentioned, 
were as follow : — Ellen McQuarry, on the 31st of July; Mrs. Car- 
michael, her sister, on the 3rd of August ; Mr. Crawford, ou the 3rd 
of August ; aud Mr. Carmichael, ou the 7tli or 8tli of August; since 
which day no case of Cholera has occurred in the Larne Dispensary 
District, nor any Diarrhea of Choleraic tendency, the cases of the 
latter being confined to two or three of ordinary character. 

The District may, therefore, be pronounced free from Cholera, up 
to the date of inspection, from the 8th of August. 

The house of McQuarry has been cleaned out and whitewashed 
since her death. Her apartments are now closed up, but the other 
parts of the house are occupied by tenants. With reference to the 
sanitary condition of the Larne Union generally, I could not ascer- 
tain, on inquiry, that Cholera has appeared elsewhere than in the 
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Time Dispensary District. I visited the Ballynure Dispensary on 
U wav from Larne, and the Medical Attendant there informed me 
thlt no cases of Cholera, or Choleraic disease, had occurred recently 

IE Webreference to the state of the Larne District, the Medical 
Attendant reports it, with a few exceptions, to he in a satisfactory 
state as regards nuisances prejudicial to the public health; much 
pains having been taken, when Cholera prevailed there some months 
avo to improve its sanitary state. I visited various parts of the 
town on Saturday last, and concur in the opinion expressed by the 
Medical Officer ; but a few places, to which I directed the attention 
of Dr Ferres, require attention with as little delay as possible, to 
have them again cleaned out. Amongst these may be specified, Max- 
well’s-lane, and a foul open sewer in Quay-lane, and also another in 

Trough-lane. 

I have the honour to remain, Sir, your most obedient servant, 
Alexander Knox, Medical Inspector. 

W. Stanley , Esq., Secretary. 



Limerick Union. 

No. 73.—Beport from Dr. Geary, Medical Inspector. 

Lim&'ick, March 23, 1854. 

Gentlemen, . 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt ot yonr commu- 
nication, dated 18th instant, in reference to a case of Cholera 
reported by the Constabulary, as having occurred at Broadford. On 
examining the Sub-Inspector’s Report, it appeared beaded ‘ County 
Clare,” and as Mr. Yallentine, the writer, was in charge at the 
Broadford Station, I concluded it referred to the village of that 
name in the Limerick Union, and not to the Dispensary District m 
the Newcastle Union, and proceeded there this day, when I was 
enabled to collect the following information in reference to the case 
of Ulysses Goold. 

It appears that tlie child’s father, John Goold, is a pensioner from 
the 61st Regiment, and had been residing at Tralee, in the county 
of Kerry, from which place be came to Kilbane, in the Electoral 
Division of Killokennedy, Bridgetown Dispensary District, in the 
neighbourhood of Broadford, on the 7th instant, accompanied by his 
wife and two children. On tlieir way, they remained one night at 
Tarbert, in the Glin Union, and a couple of days at Limerick, from 
• which they reached Kilbane, sleeping there at the house of a person 
named Einn. On Thursday, the 9th, immediately after breakfast, 
one of the children was attacked with purging and vomiting, and 
appeared, when seen by Dr. Bentley, on the 10th, to be in consecutive 
fever. On the 10th, about mid-day, Go old's family all came into 
Broadford, and the child, Ulysses Goold, when seen by the Medical 
Officer, was far advanced in collapse, and died very soon after being 
visited by him. The Goolds left Broadford very early on the next 
morning, and have not since been beard of. 

Dr. Bentley mentions that be duly reported the case of Ulysses 
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Goold to tlie Commissioners, under the name of Stackpoole, that 
haying been given to him by the mother, who seemed wishful of 
concealing the family name. 

The house where Goold’s family lodged at Kilbane, was situate 
between two others, one occupied by a man named Patt Vaughan, 
aged forty, who was attacked with Asiatic Cholera on the 17th, and 
still lingers on in consecutive fever; and the other, by Matt Touhy, 
ao-ed eighty, who was taken ill with Asiatic Cholera on the 19th, 
and died the same day. And it further appears that a child of 
Run's, in whose house the Goolds lodged, was taken ill somewhat 
similarly, but was taken away by some friends, as was supposed, to 
-the Limerick Hospital. This I find was not the case, so far as the 
admission to St. John’s Hospital is involved, as I do not find the 
name of Finn on the Register, which I have this evening examined! 

Vaughan and Touhy were comfortable nien. 

The District, so far as I have had an opportunity of observing, ia 
well cared for, and the Medical Officer and the Constabulary, appear 
to have been very diligent in causing' tlie removal of -nuisances. 

Destitution is mentioned as being very considerable. 

Uilbane, in tlie Electoral Division of Killokennedy, suffered 
severely, during the epidemic fever of .1S48-49, pt whicli.peried a 
temporary Fever Hospital was opened there. 

J have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

William J. G.eaby, m.i>., Medical Inspector. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dullin. 



I7 0i 74, Report from Dr. Geary, Medical Inspector. 

Limerick, March 24, 1854. 

Gentlemen, . 

I am happy in being enabled to report that the epidemic wears 
amildeT character, and presents fewer new cases, both for dispensary 
and hospital treatment this day than lias been hitherto observed. 

Accompanied by the respective Medical Officers, I this day visited 
every case of Cholera included in the returns for each Sub-District, 
as being still under treatment, when their general features were 
found much improved, and a large amount of recoveries may be 
anticipated among them. Some cases were discovered which had 
been some days since discharged cured, but who are still very feeble: 
Diarrhoea and irritability of stomach being the troublesome symp- 
toms, -and exhibiting an obvious tendency towards a relapse, 
owing to the absence of suitable nutriment and domestic comfort. 
In one instance, I found a man, named Patrick Lovett, after strpg» 
gling through collapse, with his wife only recently brought to bed, 
both stretched on the same miserable place, called a bed, and their 
poverty so extreme as to be unable to procure ordinary nutriment. 
This is not a solitary example of the condition to which the liumbl® 
ranks of mechanics and labourers are reduced, owing to the high 
price of provisions and the want- of work.: . In mioro 4han; lone 
instance it has been stated to me, that two persons, while ill wit 
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Cholera at the same time, were found occupying the only hed in 

tk ne°samtary condition of the city generally wears the appearance 
nf bavin" undergone cleansing and whitewashing, especially in the 
St Michael Sub-District ; still much remains to he effected there, as 
also in the other Sub-Districts, but especially in that portion of St. 
Munchin’s, known as the Qnarry-road. Palmerstown, m the St. John s 
Sub-District, is still in a very filthy condition. 

The Sanitary Committee, on yesterday, ordered four additional 
men to he employed, and more energetic measures are now being 
carried out. The seat of the chief nuisance mischief is the _ small 
hack yard to the rere of the poor man’s dwelling, where collections ol 
all sorts of abominations go on — at all periods contributing to impair 
the occupier’s health— but during the spring of the year, when de- 
composition is active, and when the contents are removed for agri- 
cultural purposes, and carried through the very dwellings, certain to 
engender and propagate all epidemic affections. . 

The magistrates, this day, ordered informations against all the 
proprietors of bone-boiling establishments ; and it is to be hoped 
that this great source of mischief will henceforward be checked. 

The admissions to Hospital have diminished to-day, and the 
appearance of the cases is much more satisfactory. There were— 
Oa tlie 23rcl, — Admitted, 7 . • Died 6 . 



„ 24 th,— 

The total being, 
Cured, 

Died, 

Kemaining, 



1 to 1 o’clock, p.M. 
213 
48 
124 

41—213 



Among those remaining, the mortality promises to he light, com- 
pared with that which lias hitherto occurred ; and it has been 
noticed, in the extern cases, as well as those admitted during the 
last twenty-four hours, that the severe and distressing symptoms 
of cramps have materially declined. Mrs. Dong, a lady of respect- 
ability, on a visit to her friends, reached this from Dublin, within 
the last month, and was attacked last night. She 13 now sinking. 
The child of Burke, who died at Nenagli, and referred to in my 
recent Report, 8,314, died this morning at 10 o clock, a.m.v 
I have the honour to he, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

W miiii J. Geaby, st.-o., Medical Inspector. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 

No. 75. — -Report from Dr. Geary, Medical Inspector. 

Limerick, March 26, 1854. 

GM I begkave to report that in accordance with the Commissioners’ 
desire, I, yesterday, attended the meeting oftheSamt^ Com- 
mittee of the Limerick Dispensary District, and 
consideration the advantages which the system of ou 
visitation” offered,, in addition to the other measures pre 7 
operation in. Limerick for the .treatment .of . the. prey ailing . p 
* See No, 97 . 
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The manner in which the principle might he rendered available, 
and the successful results which were found in other places to follow 
its adoption, were pointed out, and, after due discussion, a resolution 
was unanimously adopted as follows : — “ That this Committee recognise 
the principle of ‘ house-to-house visitation’ as being largely calculated 
to arrest the progress of Cholera in its earlier stages ; and should the 
epidemic (which, under Divine Providence, appears, by the Medical 
Officers’ returns, now before us, to have materially abated within 
the last twenty-four hours) again give indications of a tendency to 
spread, we will he prepared to give the question our full considera- 
tion ; and we are of opinion, that, considering the small number of 
cases now under treatment, the existing staff of Dispensary Medical 
Officers are fully competent to discharge the necessary attendance on 
the cases of Cholera now occurring.” 

This resolution embodies the fact, dedueible from the returns, that 
the epidemic, if its spread had not been permanently diminished, 
bad, at least, assumed a tendency to that effect so obvious as to 
suspend tbe increase of the machinery, while the Committee readily 
recognised the value of the additional means suggested by the Com- 
missioners. 

The prospect of an abatement in the spread of the epidemic, 
afforded by the returns from the Dispensary and Hospital Staff on 
yesterday, has not, up to this time, been lessened — the new cases 
being very few — and the information which I have been enabled to 
gather, being satisfactory. Under these circumstances, I beg leave 
to suggest, that my attendance at the Board of Guardians, as sug- 
gested in the Commissioners’ Letter of Instruction, be suspended for 
the present, as nothing further could be exjoected from tbe Guardians 
in reference to tbe adoption of the proposed measures of “house-to- 
lionse visitation,” than was agreed upon by the Sanitary Committee; 
and should it unhappily so occur, that their concurrence becomes 
necessary at no remote period, the suggestion of such a step now, 
when disease has so much lessened, might only increase the difficul- 
ties with them on a future occasion. In this view, Mr. Robinson, 
Poor Law Inspector, with whom I had an interview yesterday, 
concurs ; and I will be obliged by the Commissioners favouring me 
with their decision on this point, in course, that I might he enabled 
to dispose of my attendance accordingly. The resolution adopted 
by the Committee fully embodies my own impressions in reference 
to the value of attendance on Cholera cases in the earlier stages of 
Diarrhoea, by house-to-house visitation ; but it is worthy of consider- 
ation, that so far as the records of the present epidemic in Limerick 
go, it would appear that a very large proportionate mortality occurred 
in the class of cases which came under treatment at a very early 
date ; and if the statements made to the Medical Officer, of tbe 
duration of the primary symptoms, antecedent to their coming under 
medical care, can be relied upon, it would appear that the dura- 
tion of the Diarrhoea stage was limited indeed — collapse setting in 
within a few hours after the appearance of premonitory indications. 
With the view of exhibiting the facts in reference to this point, I 
have constructed the annexed tables A and B, which will show the 
effects of medical treatment both on the cases admitted to hospital 
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and those attended in their own houses. It may ha observed, that 
the deaths represented in B do not include all the deaths which 
occurred in the total, 303, as many of the cases were transferred to 
the hospital, and are, of course, included in the Return A. Those 
will be shown at a future period, when the respective registers are 
compared, and the duplicate entries ascertained. If circumstances 
required the adoption of the house-to-house visitation at the present 
moment, and that the Guardians concurred in that measure, I fear 
that much inconvenience would be. experienced in carrying it out, 
as we have no spare hands in Limerick. 

The admissions to the hospital for the 

25th, were, 5 admitted, 3 died. 

26th, ,, 3 ,, 3 ,, to 12 o’clock. 

Of these deaths, one was an old man brought from the country, who 
did not live for any treatment. 

The total admissions, 222 

Cured, 42 

Died 130 

Eemaining, 43 — 222 



Of those remaining — 

In sick wards, ... 7 males, 13 females. 

In convalescent do., . - 3 >» 15 ” 43 

Yesterday, being a holiday, a large concourse of persons were in 
limerick \ and it was observed, with regret, that the number of 
drunken persons was very considerable. 

This unhappy indulgence led to the anticipation of a large claim 
on the hospital and extern Medical Officers’ attendance on this 
day ; hut, fortunately, the demands are very few ; and as the atmos- 
phere is clear, with a brisk wind, a hope is indulged in that the 
epidemic has at length began to disappear. 

I propose going to Mallow and Kanturk on to-morrow, m accord- 
ance with 9,782. 

I have the honour to he, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
William J. Geart, m.d., Medical Inspector. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Lublin. 



Enclosure. 

A. — St. John’s Cholera Hospital, Limerick. 

Return taken from cols. 7 and 12 St. John’s Cholera Hospital. 

Number admitted from 8th February to 24tli March, .. 2,4 

Number of hours attacked with Diarrhoea previous to admission : — 

Died. 

From 1 to 6 hours, 

From 6 to 12 hours, 

From 1 2 to 1 S hours, 

From 18 to 21 hours, 

24 hours and upwards. 



75 59 

25 6 

31 13 

34 15 
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g. Extebn Oases attended by Medical Ofeicbbs oe City op 

Limerick Dispensary District. 

Return taken from cols. 10 and 1 3 Medical Relief Register F. 

Original cases visited from 1 Oth February to 24tli March, . 303 

Number of hours attacked with Diarrhoea previous to visit 



From 1 to 6 horns, 
From 6 to 12 hours, 




120 


Diotl. 

36 




no 


27 


From 12 to 18 hours, 




13 


4 


From 18 to 24 hours, 




. 36 


8 


24 hours and upwards, . 




. 24 


7 



It has yet to be ascertained, by a comparison of the respective 
registers, bow many of the cases entered in B are also inserted ia A, 
as cases sent to hospital and admitted there. 



Ho. 76 . Repoet from Dr. Geary, Medical Inspector. 

Limerick, March 27, 1S54, 11 o'clock, a.i, 

Gentlemen, 

I beg leave to report that the favourable indications of subsi- 
dence noticed in yesterday’s communication, continue to mark the 
progress of the epidemic to this hour ; some of the few cases which 
have since occurred having a direct connexion with the free 
use of ardent spirits, indulged in since the morning of the 25th, 
among which is that of a master printer, attacked in St. Michael’s 
Sub-District, at six o’clock, a.m., this morning, and whose state was 
so hopeless when admitted to hospital at half-past ten o’clock, that 
his death may he expected at noon, 

The resident Apothecary at the Dispensary states that ha was not 
called up during the last night, for the first time since the epidemic 
became serious ; and the Medical Officer of St. Mary’s Sub-District 
makes a similar observation. 

At the hospital, the routine of duty is carried out with order and 
carefulness; and the duties of the Dispensary Medical Officers, m 
reference to tho external cases, are most faithfully and sedulously 

observed. ■ . - 

The chief point in which there should ho no relaxation is tne 
removal of nuisances, and the cleansing and whitewashing of tne 
houses of the poor, and especially the premises where Cholera had 
existed. It occurs to me that it would be advisable for the Com- 
missioners to address the Sanitary Committee, requesting t eir 
particular attention to this most essential point ; and trusting tte 
the attention of the Corporation may he urged in the same champ 
by the deputation already appointed to wait on that body at then 
next meeting, which will take place, I believe, on Thursday next, 
the 30th instant. 

The admissions to the hospital for 

26th, were, 7 admitted, 5 died. . 

27th, „ I „ 1 „ to tins hour. 



1 
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Tlie total are, 
Cured, 
Hied, 

liemaining. 



These admissions, of course, include cases returned in Norm A by 
the Dispensary Medical Officer. 

.... 227 

57 

. 132 

_ .... 38—227 

Advertin'* to my recent report, 8,791, in reference to the cases of 
Ulysses Goold, and the removal of the hoy “firm,” I beg leave to add, 
tl/t I have discovered this child on the registry ol the Cholera Bos-. 
S The name should have been “Darby Minn.” He states that 
on bein" taken iU, and immediately after the family of the Goolds 
left his father’s house, at Kilbane, he was brought tor admission to 
the Union Workhouse. When admission was denied him, as. being 
in Cholera, lie was then removed into St. J ohn’s Hospital, and is now 
recovered These facts conclude the statements in reference to the 
visit of the Goolds to Kilbane, after spending some time in Lime- 
rick the development of Cholera in their family while there, and its 
spread to the inhabitants of the house of Flinn, where they slept, 
and the adjoining houses occupied by Vaughan and iouhy. ibe. 
weather continues extremely clear and fine, with a brisk wind from 
the north. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

' William J. Geary, m.d., Medical Inspector. 

The Poor Low Commissioners, Dublin. 



No. 77. Report from Dr. Geary, Medical Inspector. 

Limerick, April 3, 1854. 

Gentlemen, . „■ , „ ■ . . 

I rem-et to state, for tlie information of the Commissioners, 
that the epidemic, Cholera, which presented some indications favour- 
able to its decline in the earlier part of last week, has again assumed 
a threatening aspect. This change was noticed on Friday, since 
which time an increase in the number of cases daily occurring. has 
taken place, occurring in greater numbers in certain localities 
of the Sab-Districts of St. Michael and St. Munchm ; and during 
this day showing a tendency to spread in St. Johns Sub-District 

a The character presented by the majority of cases is that of the 
collapse Cholera, cramps appearing in very few instances, vomiting 
being very intense and continuous, resisting almost every effort at 
relief which the ingenuity of the medical attendants devise. 

Accompanied by the Medical Officer .of the St, Michael s Sab- 
District, where the greater spread of the disease exists, I this day 
visited all the cases under treatment, and examined the premises 
inside, and to the reres of the houses of the sick and their immediate 
vicinity. Among these are “ Vise’s Fields "_a locality which 
suffered during previous epidemics to a great degree— the sewerage, 
filth, and offensive water collections on which are calculated to 
engender and propagate disease. In some houses pigs au manure 
wereobserved; and in a large number the defective drainage avoure 
the collection of fetid water-pools. The same maybe stated of other 
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localities, which were closely examined, extending along Coloory- 
street, into lanes and alleys off Prospect- row, Nelson-street, Carey’s- 
road, Boherbee, and Windmill-street. Many of tke premises were 
in a most filty condition ; and open sewers filled with most 
offensive matters were found — among which, one in the immediate 
vicinity of “Vize’s Fields,” behind the house of Mr. Mannix, is a 
nuisance of the most dangerous character to the public health. The 
overcrowded condition of the houses was a point of general obser- 
vation ; as many as ten persons occupying premises calculated to 
accommodate about one half the number. _ Prom time to time 
measures have been taken to abate these nuisances, and with some 
momentary advantage. The defective and absent condition of the 
sewerage and accommodation for niglit-soil, favouring re-accumula- 
tions. 'Vyhite washers have been engaged in those localities, and 
the compulsory removals of nuisances effected from time to time; 
hut it would appear to me, that the only radical means of combating 
the evil will be the construction of a proper system of sewerage, 
especially for “Vize’s Fields.” 

I have been to-day in communication with the City Surveyor, 
who Btates, that he has now prepared a report on the drainage con- 
dition of these localities — the seats of the present epidemic— which 
will be submitted to Committee No. 2 of the Corporation, which 
meet to-morrow, when I purpose being present. I have also 
seen the Inspector of Nuisances, and directed his immediate atten- 
tion to the places referred to, and will draw the special notice of 
the Sanitary Committee to the subject at the meeting to-morrow, 
with the view of increasing their staff of whitewashes, which is too 
limited for the extent of work to he accomplished. 

Although the deputation from the Sanitary Committee, alluded to 
in a previous communication, did not wait on the Corporation, at 
their meeting on the 30th, the subject with which they were charged 
was dicussed by that body, and the High Constable appointed an 
Inspector of Nuisances for the borough. I hope to induce Committee 
No. 2, to-morrow, to issue specific instructions in reference to his 
new duties, and that the provisions of the Lodging Houses Acts, 
which are in operation in this borough, will be more stringently 
carried out. 

Prom an analysis of the Cholera records, kept by the Medical 
Officers of the Hospital and District Dispensary, the relative amount 
of cases coming under treatment during the last two weeks has been 
collected, which will present the progress of the epidemic during 
those periods. 

St. John’s Cholera Hospital for weeks ending respectively— 



26th March, and 2nd April, 1854. 



March 20 — Admitted, 14 


Died, 5 


March 27- 


-Admitted, 4 


Died, 6 


„ 21 


11 


„ 6 




28 


» J 


4 


„ 0 


22 


8 


,, 5 


) » 


29 


» 


5 


it & 


> » 23 9 2 


7 


>, 8 




30 


it 


6 


» 2 


» 24 5 , 


2 


„ 1 


>5 

April 


31 


tt 


6 


tt 2 


» 25 


5 


3 


1 


a 


8 


„ 6 


»» 26 „ 


7 


6 


it 


2 


a 


5 


» 4 




* 

















54 


31 








38 


22 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



129 



Ho. III.]. Reports of Cholera Cases. 

City Limerick Dispensary District for weeks ending respectively— 
Sfltli March. 2nd April. 

Visited, 5S Died, 13 Visited, 71 Died, 19 

The increase observable oil tbe last period in the Dispensary 
returns lias occurred within the three last days ; and the returns. 
Form A, transmitted by the Medical Officer on this night, will 
still indicate the same tendency : — 



The total admitted to Hospital were . . 

Of which Cured, ♦ * 
,, Died, . . 
3y Remaining, 



264 



68 

155 

41 



• 264 



On tlie entire official returns there appears — 

Admitted to Hospital, * * • » 

Visited from Dispensary, . * - 

Deduct duplicate entries checked to-day, 



264 

354 



618 

118 



500 



This gives the total cases officially registered to twelve o’clock 
last night. 

I have tlie honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

William J. Geary, m.d., Medical Inspector . 

To the Poor Law Commissioners , Dublin. 



No. 78.- 



-Report from Dr. Geary, Medical Inspector. 

Zimerich) April 4, 1854. 



Gentlemen, .. „ „ _ , _ x T i 

' Adverting to my communication of yesterday s date, 1 nave 
the honour to°state, that the epidemic still continues to offer cases 
in about the same ratio as on Sunday, with, however, fewer propor- 
tionate deaths than have been hitherto noticed. 

The total admissions and deaths were — 



Dor the 3rd — Admitted, 13 Died, 3 
„ 4th „ 14 „ 2, 

The total being, •< * . 

Of which No., Cured, ,♦ 

„ Died, _ 

„ Remaining, * 



to 4 o’clock, p.m. 
. - 282 
♦ 81 

* 158 

. 43 

282 



The military, especially the 14th Regiment, which only recently 
arrived here, had three fresh cases to-day, and one female dead. 

The case alluded to as having occurred in a lodging-house iu Wind- 
mill-street, was followed by another, which is doing well. . But the 
emigrant vessel “The Jessy,” on board which three sailors went 
from this house, has been found with the disease to-day j and one 
female has already been admitted to hospital from her. 
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The circumstances under which the city is now placed was fully 
submitted to the Sanitary Committee to-day, when the staff of 
nuisances removers and whitewashes was increased from four to 
sixteen, and special instructions given to the Inspector as to their 
duties. And a deputation, appointed previously, waited on the 
Corporation Committee No. 2, with which a conference was held 
in reference to the imperfect and deficient sewerage of many parts 
of the borough, especially that in 'the localities of Vize’s Fields 
Prospect-row, and Boherbee. - The City Surveyor .attended .with* 
report and plan of the proposed improvements in reference to the 
sewers of Yize’s Fields ; and the Committee assured the deputation 
of their zealous anxiety to co-operate with the Sanitary Committee 
in the most energetic manner, 

Instructions were a-lso given to the Inspector of Nuisances, ap- 
pointed on the 80th by tbc Corporation, in reference to the abate- 
ment of nuisances }o rej-es ajid iij the interior of dwellings.. 

The propriety of stopping up all cellars and underground dwellings 
of the poor was discussed, anJ.wiJl be carried, out, as far as the 
Towns Improvement Act will sanction ; this will be effecting a 
valuable point, such places having been marked as chief localities 
where all classes of epidemics appear and propagate. 

The recently appointed 'Committee of the 'District held tbeiriirst 
meeting to-day, at which I attended, when the officers for the year - 
were noininated, and the days and hours fixed by the previous body 
for tire attendance of the Medical Officers were approved of, and the 
same day named for the fixed ordinary meetings of the Committee. 

The duties of the Medical Officers at the Hospital and Dispensary 
Sub-districts continue to be performed with great punctuality and 
a ttention ; and the Sisters of Mercy continue their benevolent atten- 
tion to the sick, and supervision of the staff of nurses. - • - • 

I -have the honour to he, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

. ... .William J, Geary, m.d., Medical Inspector. 

, To the Poor Law Commissioners, Lublin. 



No. 79. — Report from Dr. Geary, Medical Inspector,* 
.. .. Lime rich, April 5, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

In accordance with the instructions 'conveyed in your fetter of 
the 4th instant, 1 this d;i,y attended the weekly meeting of the 
Board of Guardians of the above Union, and submitted for their 
consideration the advisability of adopting the- system of “house to 
house visitation,” in addition to the means already ill active opera- 
tion in the city of Limerick, for tbc treatment and relief of those 
labouring under or threatened with the epidemic Cholera. Tie 
principles and the detailed mode of operation contemplated by the 
proposition was fully explained, as also the results of its adoption 
in England and Scotland, as given in the. Report of the General 
Board of Health for 1848-1). on which a lengthened discussion 
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arose, and after very mature deliberation, the following resolution 
was unanimously passed : 

“That bavin"- heard the statement of our Medical Inspector, we 
are of opinion that the system of ‘house to house visitation’ at the 
nresent time would be attended with salutary eftects, and that it be 
referred to the Sanitary Committee to ensure this resolution having. , 
speedy effect.” 

Strengthened with this expression of the Board’s opinion, cordially 
rriyen f purpose suggesting its being brought into practical opera- 
tioa at the Committee’s meeting on to-morrow. It was suggested 
tliat the services of the four Medical Officers at present attached 
to die Dispensary Sub-districts might he made available, on the 
payment of increased remuneration for then- additional duties. Ibis 
view was discountenanced by. me, u from a belief that the duties at 
this moment being performed are as large as should be imposed, or 
ouo-ht to be undertaken - by tlie present staff 1 , and tins opinion will 
be°ur-red on the Committee on to-morrow. A difficulty, however, 
will arise in consequence of the want of any spare hands in Li- 

The epidemic has not been so urgent since last night, and the . 
reports from all sources are more satisfactory ; and, I am glad to 
state, that the cases sent into hospital, as well as those previously 
admitted, present more cheering prospects than were noticed during 
the last four days. 

The admissions to the hospital were — 

For the 4 tli— Admitted, 14 Died, 6 . ; ,, 

5 th ■ 7 S} 3, to five o’clock, p.h.; and there 

remained 49 at that hour. 

The total admissions were, , to this morning, 294. 

Cured, , .Si 
Died, . .103 

'Remaining* . 50 

— — 294 

The Medical Officers in attendance on the Dispensary have not 
been so continuously called upon since last night, and the number 
of cases occurring among the military have not beeu so great within 
the last twenty-four hours. . 

Among the more respectable classes cases of Choleraic Dianha-a 
hive been very numerous on yesterday, but less so to-day. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

William J. Geary, Medical Inspector. 

The Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin.. 

So. SO Report from Dr. Geary, Medical Inspector. 

Limerick, April 6, 1854. 

GbSTLEMEN, 

Since I last had this honour, the epidemic Cholera lias con- 
tinued its development in the Limerick Electoral Division ^Dispen- 
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sary District in a ratio little less formidable than then reported 
The type of the cases, occurring both in hospital and Dispensary 
practice, has not undergone much improvement ; but I am glad to 
state, that since morning the demand on the Medical Officers’ at- 
tendance is stated to have in a degree slackened. 

The relative number of cases treated for the last three days, stands 
thus — 



3rd - Admitted, 34 Died, 8 
4tli, „ 31 „ )fi 

5th, „ 27 „ 13 

This includes both the Hospital and Dispensary Beturns. The 

total treated in Hospital to this morning were 299. 

Of whom Cured, . , 81 

,, Died, . . 171 

„ Remaining, . 47 

299 

I regret to state that Dr. T. Brodie, one of the medical attendants 
at St. John’s Hospital, has been this day (for the second time since 
his appointment) attacked with premonitory Diarrhtra, and is so 
exhausted as to he unable to continue tbe performance of the ordi- 
nary duties. Under these circumstances tlie Sanitary Committee 
have this day provided additional temporary assistance, and Dr. 
D’Esterre is at the present moment on duty. Dr. Elmes, the other 
Medical Officer, is also giving intimation of fatigue, and I have 
already requested members of the Committee to consider the means 
of providing a substitute. Both those gentlemen named will, it is 
presumed, lie recruited after a few days’ rest, and again he enabled 
to afford us the advantage of their services. 

The resolution of the Board of Guardians in reference to “house 
to house visitation,” was brought under the consideration of the 
Sanitary Committee to-day. The subject was entertained, and with 
a feeling favourable to its being practically carried out. It to 
found that the services of medical men could not he obtained with- 
out importing them from some other District; and the resolution, 
of which a copy is annexed, was passed, which is being carried out 
by having the notices printed and fully circulated throughout each 
Sub-district, Of the value of this step there can be no doubt; but 
I stated to the Committee that, considering the great advantages 
which attached to the “house to house visitation” system, as a means 
of contending with Cholera in its primary stage, that it appeared to 
me that the Commissioners would request the Sanitary Committee to 
use their best efforts to afford tlio public tbe benefit of its active 
adoption in this District-. 

The Inspectors of Nuisances were in attendance, and there was 
good evidence submitted to the Committee that active measures 
were being adopted for the abatement of nuisances, and that lime- 
washing and purifying the houses and premises of the several Dis- 
tricts was being carried out extensively.. 

’ I purpose attending at Hospital on to-morrow, in reference t* 
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jTo. 10,341 ; and at Glia on the subsequent day, as directed in No. 
11,115. 

I liave the honour to he, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

William J. Geaky, Medical Inspector. 

The Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 

Enclosure referred to in the foregoing Report. 

Resolved— That having every anxiety to carry out the Resolu tion 
in reference to “ house to house visitation,” transmitted to us from 
the Board of Guardians, we find, on inquiry, that there are no dis- 
eased medical men in Limerick whose services could be secured; 
and with the view of making the public fully informed as to the 
means of ready and immediate medical relief provided for all per- 
sons attacked with Looseness of Bowels or Diarrhma, 3,000 copies of 
the form of Notice now submitted be printed, and distributed over 
the respective Sub-districts without delay. 

“ Public Notice. 

‘'Sanitary Committee, City Limerick Electoral Division. 

“ As cases of Cholera are known to follow attacks of Looseness of Bowels, 
or Diarrhoea, all persons are cautioned of tlie urgent necessity of attending 
to this early "warning, as the sure means of preventing an attack of Cholera. 
And the Sanitary Committee are desirous to exhort the public to make im- 
mediate application, under the circumstances stated, to the Medical Officers, 
at their own houses, and at the Hospitals and Dispensary Depots herein 
named, viz: — 

St. Michael’s— Dr. Evans, 59, George’s-street, and at the St. Michael’s 
Dispensary Depot, near the Police Station, Boherbee ; 

St. Muncliin’s — Dr. Gore, Tontine, George's -street ; 

St. John's — Dr. Kavanagh, Tlioinas-street ; 

St. Mary’s — Dr. Thomas Carey, Bank-place ; 
and at the Chief Dispensary, Barrington’s Hospital, where Dr. Burke 
resides, and is to be found at all hours, and to the Medical Officers at at. 
John’s Cholera Hospital, one of whom is in constant attendance night ana 
day. 

“N.B. — No delay can he made in such cases without the greatest danger 
to the persons thus affected.” 



No. 81. — Keport from Dr. Geary, Medical Inspector. 

Limerick, April 13, 1854. 
Gentlemen, _ 4 . 

Adverting to the resolution, of the Sanitary Committee of the 
limerick Electoral Division, passed at their meeting on the 6th inst., 
instructing Mr. Murphy to prosecute the owners^ of the bone-boiling 
establishments, against five of whom informations had been pre- 
viously ordered by the Justices, I have the honour to report that _t be 
cases came on for trial this day, when the information against 
Richard Lambert was gone into. The trial lasted a consi era e 
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time, and evidence was given by tbc Medical Officers of Dispen- 
sary Districts in support of tbe informations, in corroboration of the 
views expressed by medical authority in England ; and the lawyer 
whose aid was secured in addition to that of Mr. Murphy cited the 
precedents from tbe English authorities on record, in which the 
Assistant Barrister appeared to concur very cordially. The evi- 
dence for the defence was necessarily very defective, and failed to 
make any impression on the bench or jury. After a very patient 
investigation, the jury found Lambert guilty ; thus establishing the 
tendency of those bone-boiling yards as being adverse to tbe sanitary 
condition of the localities in which they arc situated. The verdict 
will be of great value in Limerick, and conduce to the acquiescence 
of many in suggestions and notices given from time to time for the 
•abatement of nuisances. • 

The Barrister, in charging the jury, expressed himself in terms 
strongly condemnatory of the perseverance of the owners in the 
practice of hone-boiling ; and warned tbe other parties against 
whom informations were found to have tbe matters complained of 
immediately abated ; and deferred passing sentence on Lambert 
until the next Quarter Sessions. Tbe other four cases are postponed 
to tbe next Quarter Sessions. 

The epidemic Cholera, as appears from the Hospital Returns, 
wears a more favourable character during the last three days. The 
numbers admitted for them, respectively, and the deaths, being— 

lOtli, Admitted. !i ... Died, 5 

lltli, „ n ... „ S 

12th, „ 4 ... ,, 4 

The numbers remaining in hospital being reduced from 59 to 43 
this morning, and the cases still under treatment presenting a 
much more favourable aspect. 

At the meeting of the Sanitary Committee which I attended this 
day, Dr. T. Brodie reported himself as being quite restored, and 
resumes duty at the Cholera Hospital this afternoon, when the tem- 
porary services of Dr. D’Esterre will be dispensed with for the 
present. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
William J. Geary, m n., Medical Inspector, 

To the Pool' Law Commissioners, Dublin.' 



No. 82. — Report from Dr. Geary, Medical Inspector. 

Limericlc, May 11, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg leave to state that in accordance with the instructions 
conveyed in your communication, Ho. 13,007, I attended at the 
Clarina Dispensary District, and accompanied by the Medical 
Officer inquired on the premises into the particulars of the respective 
.cases of Cholera reported as having occurred there, and have now 
■the honour to forward the information so obtained. 

It appears that — 

Mary M‘Hamara, aged forty-on?, the wife of a comfortable farmer, 
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while cutting potatoes for seed, in a barn on their own premises, felt 
suddenly unwell, about twelve o clock, noon, on tlio 14th April, and 
was then, for the first time, attacked with purging and vomiting. 
Her sufferings having become increased- m the afternoon of the same 
rj medicine was obtained from an apothecary in Limerick. 
She’ was visited on the morning of the 15th by the Medical Officer 
of the District, who heard, by accident, of her illness j but the family, 
preferring the aid of their private physician, sent for this gentleman. 
The case however, progressed unfavourably, and terminated jn death 
at twelve o’clock, r.M., on the 16th of 'April. 

Mary MLNanmra, aged 14 years, daughter ot the former, and in 
constant attendance- upon her, was attacked with vomiting and 
purging on the evening of the 16th April; wa.s attended by the 

fenuly physician, and died on the 21st April. 

Matthew H'Namara, aged two years, child of. Mary, aged foitj- 
oue was attacked with the usual symptoms of Asiatic Cholera oil the 
jOtii April ; was attended by the same gentleman, and died on the 

2( Fromthe account -given by the surviving members of the family, 
it appears that the mother was in Limerick on Monday, the iUth ; 
but they are unable to say whether she had any communication with 
any person attacked with Cholera. It is, however, confidently 
allied that her health remained quite unimpaired till the moment 
when the attack seized her with severity, while engaged m her 

ordinary avocations. , . 

On examining the premises, a large heap of manure was found 
collected immediately opposite the doors of the dwelling-house and 
the barn in which slie worked, a distance of not more than three feet 
apart from either entrance, which are opposite to each other, lhe 
dwelling-house was very uncleanly, and quantities of potatoes were 
heaped in a small room adjoining the common sitting room or 

^’wmiam Murray, aged forty- five years, a labourer employed in the 
construction of tlie new sewer at the Limerick Union ¥01 v louse \ 
resided -at Mungrct Cross, Electoral Division of BaUycummiu, from 
which "he walked every morning to his work, -and returned in. the 
evening, carrying with him bread, which, with milk, purchased near 
the works, constituted bis food for both breakfast and dinner The 
nature of the work performed during each day for a period of about 
' three weeks, added to the fatigue of walking a distance o oui mi es 
daily, Mungret Cross being about two miles from the Workhouse, is 
-stated to have been found overcoming ; and on the morning o le 
22nd, when he arose about three o’clock, with tlie intention ot pro- 
• ceeding to liis work, lie- was suddenly attacked witli gu c mess, 
•purging, and vomiting, having been previously free, a» is s -a ® » 
from any of those symptoms. Some warm drinks were . 

•: the aid of the Medical Officer of the District was sought and obtained 
•immediately on application ; but tlie case appears to nave • 7 

-rapid course, and had terminated fatally previous to e 
arrival. ' . •» - 

>Mary-MSQmlkin, aged fifty -years, a schoolmistress, 
instructing the children of the small farmers m -the-neig 
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of Mungret Gross ; hold her school in the kitchen of the house in 
which Murray lived, but did not sleep there; appears from authentic 
information, which I obtained, to have been “ very poorly ” and 
labouring under “ Diarrhoea ” for throe or four days previous ’to tie 
24th, when she was attacked with Cholera, and removed to St.John’s 
Cholera Hospital, Limerick, where she died on the same evening 

It appears that two families, consisting of eight individuals occu- 
pied the house in which Murray lived, the school being held during 
the day time in the kitchen inhabited by the family of Sally Moore 
including' five of the eight occupants referred to. ’ 

When M'Quilkin felt unable to bear up any longer, she entered 
the premises of Patrick Purcell, at Mungret Cross, where she lay on 
the bed, and from which she was conveyed on a car to the Cholera 
Hospital. Purcell has a family of seven persons, none of whom lave 
been since unwell. 

It is deserving of note, that all the cases now enumerated 
occurred quite contiguous to each other ; and it does not appear 
that either Murray or M c Quilkin had any direct intercourse with 
persons attacked with Cholera ; but Murray was daily in Limerick 
and M'Quilkin attended the funeral of Mary M'Hamara, a^ed 
fourteen, on the 21st, and became much alarmed ou the 22nd, when 
Murray took ill ; on which occasion she immediately removed her 
pupils to another house. All those cases occurred in the Electoral 
Division of Ballycummin, where it joins those of Clarina and 
Camg. 

d ® ie Medical Officer now attends at the Dispensary of the District 

I have the honour to bo, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
William J. Geary, m.d., Medical Inspector. 

To the Poor law Commissioners, Dublin. 



Lisburn Union. 

Ho, 83.— Letter from Dr. Mdsgrave, Medical Officer of 
Lisburn Dispensary District. 



Gentlemen, Lisburn, April 26, 1854, 

,, I ^ lS *’ 0n0lu ’ *° report to you that on Sunday last I wa3 
p . ? se ® a . mai b name( i Emerson, aged nineteen, living in 

the Bridge End Hill, mtiiis Dispensary District, who had been sud- 
en y seizec that morning, about three o’clock, with vomiting and 
P“-’g ln g> accompanied with cramps in the abdomen and extremities. 
01 , VIS1 ed knn> at ten o’clock, a.m., lie presented all the appear- 
c o a person m Asiatic Cholera, verging on collapse ; pulse 
near y imperceptible ; countenance sunk and livid ; frequent cramps 
remitiGs, accompanied with watery discharges from the 
ahrlnmp ^ A j * immediately applied a sinapism to the 
tin- n i ’ aD dl . 1 ; CC ‘ ed wa ™ applications to the trunk and extremi- 

oninm^ P rescr }* )ed one pill every hour, containing one grain of 
opium and one drop of creosote. 
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Three o'clock, p.m. — Purging somewhat abated ; vomiting and 
cramps still continue ; urine scanty ; temperature of the body rather 
hitcher • ordered another sinapism to the abdomen, the former one 
not having produced the desired effect ; pills to he continued. Spt. 
ammon., aroin, spt. lavend. compa, 3 drachms mist camph., 3 oz. ; a 

table-spoonful every hour. 

Nine o'clock, p.m. — Same as at last visit ; and continue the medi- 
cines and treatment, , . 

Monday morning, ten o'clock, a. si.— Cramps and Diarrhoea much 
abated ; vomiting continues, hut less urgent ; pulse improved ; urine 
nearly suppressed ; to continue the medicine as at last visit. 

Three o’clock, P.M.— Ho change since morning. _ 

Ten o'clock, p.m. — Cramps and Diarrhoea have disappeared ; vomit- 
ing still present, hut much diminished ; heat of body still very low ; 
the pills to be omitted ; continue the mixture ; ordered a table 
spoonful of whiskey, made in punch, every half hour. 

Tuesday, 2 5th, nine o’clock, a.m.— Pulse ranch improved ; tempera- 
ture higher ; vomiting much relieved ; urine entirely suppressed ; to 
continue as before. 

Eight o’clock, p.m. — Feels much better, hut inclined to sleep ; no 
urine voided since last visit ; continue as before. 

Wednesday, 26th, two o’clock, p.m. — Choleraic symptoms have 
entirely subsided ; has voided urine copiously. Omitted all the 
remedies, being now considered convalescent. 

I may further state, that this ease can he distinctly traced to infec- 
tion. The patient quarrelled with his parents, and left home on 
Tuesday, the 18th instant, tie proceeded to Bnllynracarrett, where 
lie slept two nights in a lodging-house, situated in a street where 
several deaths from Cholera had recently occurred. He returned 
home on Thursday in good health, and continued so until he was 
seized with the symptoms described. 

The case was seen by Drs. Campbell and Kelso, of this town, who 
concur with me in thinking it oue of Asiatic Cholera. No other 
cases have come under my notice. 

I am your obedient servant, 

Samuel Musorave, 

Medical Officer, Lisburn Dispensary. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



No. 84.- 



SlE, 



-Report from Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

st, May 2, 1854, 



I have to report, for the information of the Commissioners, that 
I yesterday visited Lisburn, and instituted an inquiry into t le 
circumstances connected with the case of Cholera reported by Dr. 
Musgrave, the Medical Attendant of the Dispensary, From persona 
inquiries directed to that gentleman, and also the patient referred to 
in his letter to the Commissioners of the 26th April, there does not 
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appear aiiy reason to doubt that tlio latter liad suffered from an attack 
of Cholera. He had slight consecutive fever, and appeared to be 
convalescing yesterday, when I saw him. 

The account given in Dr. Musgrave’s letter is, in the main, correct 
. except that the patient spent only one night in Ballymacarrett, and 
the second night in Belfast, before returning to Lisburn. He stated 
that lie could not remember, or did not know, the name of the street 
in either where lie had been ; that there was no Cholera or sickness 
in either lodging-house ; but that he had heard it was in the street 
in Ballymacarrett where he had stopped. There are several persons 
resident with him in the house in Lisburn, but ■ none of them have 
been attacked with Cholera or Diarrhoea subsequently. 

. ' .On tlie 30th ultimo, a man called M'Donnell, iu the country part 
:of the District, about a mile from Lisburn, aged fifty-six, wassud- 
•denly seized with vomiting and purging, of rice-water character, and 
cramps, and died this morning in about nineteen hours from the 

• attack. No application was made for professional assistance; but 
Dr. Mnsgrave saw the man after his decease, and minutely inquired 
into the particulars. I also saw a brother of tha deceased, and from 
-my inquiries, concur in "the opinion that it was most probably acasc 
of Cholera. No intercourse could he . traced in this instance with 
any person or place affected with Cholera.. At present, no. other 
cases are known to exist in the District; and only four cases ef 
Diarrhcoa have occurred in it during the last month . It may, there- 

• fo re,' at present he considered free from the epidemic. With reference 
to the sanitary state of the Lisburn District, I find that since I.drew 
attention to the subject, on a former occasion, various nuisances bare 
been abated ; but the Medical Attendant having reported to ine that 
it is not yet in a satisfactory state, 1 visited various parts of itm 

• company with him. On examination, it appeared that many of the 

streets were in a fair state as to cleanliness, hut in some other 
places I observed nuisances which it would be desirable not only to 
have removed, hut that care should he taken to prevent re-accuma- 
lation ; and I may particularly instance, as requiring immediate 
attention, Haslem’s-lane, and some of the premises adjoining it, and 
that part of the town denominated the Barracks. The latter, 
although wc-11 situated for being drained, is very defective as to 
underground sewerage, and presents to the eye various accumulations 
of very offensive filth. 1 ■ n '■ ■ 

There is a suitable supply of medicine in the Dispensary ; and 
the Medical Officer is .prepared to meet, in the first instance, any 
irruption of Cholera. 1 understand that measures have been taken 
to provide hospital accommodation, if required, for dispensary patients 
at the Union Workhouse. • 

With reference to the sanitary state of the other parts of the Lis- 
burn Union, I beg leave to refer to my reports in the month if 
February, since which time I am not in a position to report precisely 
..as to the sanitary state of the other Dispensary Districts ; buV if 
instructed, after returning front the Antrim Union, I shall delay py 
ordinary tour of dispensary inspection to revisit tlie various -parted 
'the Lisburn Union, with reference to their existing sanitary condifos. 
The-prinsipal towns, besides Lisburn, are Hillsborough and Saintfew; 
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and hospital accommodation might be required iu the two latter, in 
case of the epidemic making its appearance there— a point to which 
I have before drawn attention. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Alex. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

IT. Stanley, Esq., Secretary. 



No. 85. — Report from Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

Coleraine, May ll, 1854. 



Sis, ■ 

I beg leave to forward the annexed letter, which reached me 
through the Poor Law Commission Office this morning, reporting 
the appearance of Cholera in the Ballylesson Dispensary District. 
I leave this on Saturday next, after the meeting of the Board, of 
Guardians, for Eandalstown, having arranged with the Committee 
of the Gremlin Dispensary, to inspect and complete my inquiries 
regarding it on Monday next, the loth instant. It was my purpose 
to have subsequently inspected the Dispensaries and sanitary state 
of the remaining Dispensaries iu the Antrim Union, before again 
leaving it ; but I shall arrange to visit and report on Cholera in the 
Ballylesson District on Tuesday, the 16th instant, if not otherwise 
instructed by the Commissioners. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Alex. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

W. Stanley, Esq., Secretary. 



Enclosure in No. .85. 



Ballylesson Dispensary, May 8, 1854. 

Dear Sir, 

Since forwarding my monthly Report to the Commissioners, I 
beg to inform you that two cases (man and wife) of Asiatic. Cholera 
have appeared in the District. The man sank rapidly into a state 
of collapse, from which he could not he rallied, and died within 
twenty hours from attack. His wife is still under treatment; but, 
from the extreme prostration, the result is doubtful. 

I may mention that it is.reported, that the man, who was a pen- 
.nioner, and in Belfast a day or so previous, for his pay, had been 
stopping in the neighbourhood where Cholera existed, if not in the 
lonse where a Cholera patient was ; and it is thus thought, brought 
his illness with him to the country. 

I think it right to lay the. particulars of these two cases before 
you. They have been the first, and, I hope, the last.. : .: ■ - >„• 

I remain, dear Sir, respectfully yours, 

Henry Thomson. 



Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector, 

Boor Law Commission Office, Dublin. 

Nine o'clock, p.m. 

P.S. — I have just been requested to visit the person who was in 
fimmediate attendance on the foregoing, and find that she also is 
.laljourmg, upder all the symptoms of Cholera.. . H. T, - 
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No. 86. — Report from Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

Belfast, May 16, 1854. 
Sir, 

l beg leave to forward the result of my inquiries, regardino 
the appearance of Cholera in the Ballylesson District, and to report 
regarding the sanitary condition of the District generally. The 
particulars are these William Gibson, aged forty-five, pensioner 
intemperate, was attacked on Friday, the 5th of May, about seven 
o’clock, a.m. ; was visited the same morning by Dr. Burns (Dr. 
Thompson being ill of Diarrhoea); the symptoms then being purging 
and vomiting, of rice-water character, lividity, pulselessness, and 
cramps. He never rallied, and died the next morning about six 
o'clock, a.m. There was also suppression of urine. Dr. Thompson, 
the Medical Attendant of the Ballylesson Dispensary, also visited 
him the same evening. On inquiry, it appears certain that this 
man had premonitory Diarrhoea for some days previously to the 
5th instant, and also that he had been in Belfast ; but as he and his 
wife are both dead, it is not possible now to ascertain whether the 
Diarrhoea preceded or followed his visit to Belfast, or the exact 
particulars connected with his visit. It is probable, from the state- 
ment of the wife of the deceased, made to Dr. Thompson, that he had 
been in a house where Cholera was ; hut it is not certain. Both the 
medical men above-mentioned concur as to the disease being malig- 
nant Cholera, and I see no reason to question the correctness of 
their opinions. 

Margaret Gibson, wife of the last patient, aged thirty, to 
attacked about the same hour and on the same day as her hus- 
band; the symptoms being the same, except that the collapse 
was not so complete. On the 1 1 th of May she was nearly convales- 
cent, and was removed to the Cholera'Hospital of the Lisburn 
Workhouse, where, it is reported, that she died on the 13th instant; 
hut the Medical Officer of the Ballylesson Dispensary is not certain 
as to the correctness of the report ; but, from subsequent inquiries, I 
believe the statement to bo correct. This patient told the Doctor 
that she had no premonitory Diarrhoea. The Medical Officer saw 
her two hours before her removal ; and he states that she was in a 
condition to be removed with safety ; the symptoms of Cholera 
having entirely ceased for at least two days previously, debility 
alone remaining, She was removed in a common cart to the hos- 
pital, having proper clothing and bedding, and the nurse who had 
attended, accompanying her. 

Mrs. Crawford, who lived in the neighbourhood, aged sixty, said 
to he of intemperate habits, came to tlie house of the Gibsons oil the 
morning of the 5tli May, to attend them when they were attacked 
wjth indisposition. She is not known to have had any premonitory 
Diarrhoea. She was attacked on the 8th of May, at six, r.n., with 
the same symptoms as the other patients. She died at half-past 
twelve, noon, of the following day. The two medical men attended 
her for some hours on the night of her attack, and for several hours 
on the morning of her death, as no one would remain in the house to 
nurse, her through dread of contagion. A nurse was applied for to 
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tic Guardians of the Union, on Tuesday, and one was sent without ' 
delay ■ hut she did uot arrive until the death of Mrs. Crawford had 
hist talren place. The nurse continued with Mrs. Gibson until she 
was removed to the hospital. A case of a suspicions character occurred 
in the vicinity of Gibson’s residence on tlie 18th of April; but the 
Medical Officer did not think it sufficiently decided to report it as 
Cholera. Th’e patient recovered. 

The treatment in all cases was calomel and opium, stimulants, 
sinapisms, and turpentine fomentations. The necessary nourishment 
was not wanting in any of the eases. 

The Medical Officer reports that there is no case of Cholera in the 
District at present, Mrs. Crawford's being the last ; but that there 
are nine cases of Diarrhcea at present on the Dispensary list, but 
that they are of a bilious character, and amenable to treatment, pre- 
vailing chiefly amongst children. 

The residence of the three patients, above-mentioned, is in a low 
situation ; and although not cleanly, it does not differ from other 
houses of the same class in the neighbourhood; nor is there any 
ascertainable nuisance, prejudicial to health, near it. _ Nothing 
peculiar as to their regimen is known ; but they had means of getting 
sufficient wholesome food. The District of Ballylesson is principally 
rural, and rather wealthy ; and the Medical Officer reports that it is 
in a satisfactory state, as regards the existence of nuisances preju- 
dicial to health. 

On visiting the house in which the three Cholera cases described 
above have occurred, I find nothing peculiar to distinguish it from 
other houses of the same class. It is not unusually damp ; and the 
only additional information which I obtained is, that fever of a malig- 
nant character attacked a family residing in it a. few years ago, 
whilst it did uot appear in any other house in the vicinity. It is near 
a small rivulet. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Alex. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

W. Stanley, Esq., Secretary. 



No. 8T. — Letter from Dr. Kelso, Medical Officer of Knock- 
nadona Dispensary District. 

Lisburn, July 14, 1854. 
Sir, 

Permit me to say, for the information of the Poor law Commis- 
sioners, that, having heard of the existence of one or two cases of 
Cholera in the neighbourhood of Broomhedge, where Green — whom, 
as I stated to you in mv communication of the llthinst., I suspected 
to have died of the "disease — lately resided, I visited the place 
yesterday evening, when I found the state of matters as follows : - 
Looking to what has already occurred, Green, it would seem,^ was 
not the first person attacked there, hut a man of the name of Hinds. 
This man, whose circumstances were comfortable, and though affected 
with Diarrhoea during most of the previous week without seek- 
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ing any medical advice, was, I find, eventually seized on Saturday 
night last (8th insfc.) with Choleraic symptoms ; ho died on the 
following morning (Sunday). The father of this man, aged seventy 
or so, was next attacked on the same day (Sunday), and died also 
in the course of the day, without having been seen by any medical 
man. Then Green, who had been visiting at the house of Hinds 
during the week, became affected, as I have already had the honour 
of informing you, with a fatal result ; and his daughter, a married 
woman, and living in the same house with him, was next seized, on 
Wednesday last (the lltli), with a fatal termination also. 

Turning now to the time of my visit, I found in the house of the 
late Hinds in all four persons ill of the disease, and for whom I pre- 
scribed on the spot. One of these, Betty Hull, a charwoman and 
lodger, and comparatively destitute, I advised to ho removed to the 
Workhouse hospital, and she was accordingly conveyed there this 
morning in the Cholera machine of that institution. And I may 
here observe, in passing, that hers is a very well-marked case of the 
disease. The other three were children of the deceased Hinds^onc 
a year old, in collapse, and since dead (this morning), the other two 
of the respective ages of three and five years, lmt apparently not 
dangerously ill. 

Besides these cases which were all confined, as you will perceive, 
to the one house, in which the disease first, showed itself in the 
locality, I discovered another in the person of Eliza Hill, aged four- 
teen years, an apprentice of the late Hinds, to the weaving trade. 
She only left the infected house yesterday morning, for that of her 
parents, in the immediate neighbourhood, and she was labouring 
under very decided Choleraic symptoms at the period of my visit in 
the evening. To-day, however, she is not worse, none of the symp- 
toms of collapse having as yet shown themselves. 

Eor this unexpected outbreak of Cholera, I am quite unprepared 
to assign any specific cause other than the close proximity of the 
locality to the Lagan Canal, and the noxious emanations from stag- 
nant water arising from the overflow of its banks hero and there, in 
consequence of the late excessive rains. The weather latterly has 
been much warmer, and rather sultry betimes, which might tend to 
give force to any miasmatic influence, such as that just referred to. 

. Meanwhile, I ought not to omit adding that on Sunday dast, I 
was all through the. Electoral Division of Magheramisk, having to 
visit several Dispensary cases there, without having been made 
acquainted with the existence of any ease of Cholera at the tunc. 

However, I shall feel it only my duty to visit, with the exception 
of Dispensary days (except in cases of urgency), once daily the 
infected District, until further orders. 

Sorry for having to trouble you at such length, 

I have the honour to he, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

J. J. Keiso, m.iv. 

IT, Stanley, Rsq., Secretary. 
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j,T 0i gg_ Report from Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

llandalstoum, July 18, 1854. 

aE) I Lave tlio honour to report, that in accordance -with the instruc- 
tions of the Commissioners received on the 10th inst., I yesterday 
fi-ited the Knoekuadonagli Dispensary District, in the Lisburn 
Union, with reference to the appearance of Cholera, and the sanitary 
condition of the District. 

With reference to the eases described by the Medical Attendant, 
in the documents which I herewith return, the particulars appeared, 
on inquiry, to be correctly detailed therein; and there does not 
appear to be any room to doubt that the patients were affected with . 
Cholera, presenting the usual well-marked symptoms of the 
epidemic. 

Since Dr, Kelso’s letter of tlie 14tli inst., two additional cases have 
occurred in the persons of Richard McHendry arid his daughter, Jane 
McIIendry ; and two more in the persons of Elizabeth Green, and her 
daughter, Jane Green. 

One or two cases have also occurred in the practice of another 
medical practitioner, making the entire number of cases in the Dis- 
trict, (including the two reported in the month of June,) sixteen. 

- Oil Saturday the loth inst., three cases ot Diarrhoea occurred 1 — one 
in the person of Eliza Hill’s nephew, resident in the house where she 
had been attacked with Cholera ; and two additional cases of Diarr- 
hoea occurred yesterday — one in the son of Hinds, who died of Cholera. 
Two other cases of Cholera, iu the persons of agricultural labourers, 
have occurred in the same vicinity, in the Lisburn Dispensary Dis- 
trict, where it adjoins that of Knoeknadonagli ; so that eighteen cases 
of Cholera (its attacks so far appear to have been confined to seven 
or eight houses) in all appear to have, occurred in the same imme- 
diate neighbourhood, within the space of about half a mile. As far as - 
I-could ascertain, communication appears to have taken place freely 
both between the families of the persons attacked, and other families 
who have so far escaped with impunity. The- two cases in Dr. Mus-- 
grave’s District were included in his returns at the time of their 
occurrence ; and on communicating with him yesterday, on my way 
to Knoeknadonagli, I ascertained that only one case of Cholera then 
remained under his charge. , ' ?:■ 

I visited the houses where the disease had occurred, as well as 
those in which it still prevails, but I could not observe anything 
distinguishing them from the ordinary condition of the habitations 
of other persons in the same ranks of life. The families affected 
were. principally weavers,. amLnoti without a sufficient supply of such 
food as they generally use, viz., Indian meal aud white bread, with 
very little animal food. The District is situated near the banks of 
the river Lagan, but the soil is of a dry, sandy nature. 

The number of cases of Cholera still under treatment yesterday,, 
when I visited them, were four, and three coses of Diarrhoea, which 
1 presume, the Medical Officer will have reported to you. 

. As the disease has been hitherto limited to a small tract of country 
above foil smiles from the Knoeknadonagli Dispensary, and above: 
kve miles from the Medical Officer’s residence in Lisburn, I would 
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suggest, that in case the epidemic should continue to spread, the 
Committee might consider whether it would ho advisable to procure 
a room as a temporary accommodation in the neighbourhood, where 
the Medical Officer might attend daily, in place of at the Dispensary. 
This arrangement would he much more convenient for the people, 
and might'mduce them to apply for medicines in the Diarrheal 
stage of the disease, when they would not he likely to go so far as 
to the Dispensary, or the doctor’s residence for the purpose. The 
Medical Attendant, however, visits the District daily, and so far ex, 
presses himself equal to the discharge of the duty without assistance, 
He will apply for the notices directed by the sealed order, without 
delay, and have them posted up throughout the District. He carries 
appropriate medicines with him at his visits. 

With reference to the sanitary state of the District, I beg leave to 
state, that after visiting it on the 14th of June last, I reported it to 
be in a generally satisfactory state; but some ^accumulations of 
manure, 4c., have since taken place here and there, which it would 
he desirable to have removed at the present time. 

In the immediate vicinity of the houses where Cholera has been 
prevalent, nuisances of this kind exist ; and I would suggest that the 
Believing Officer he required forthwith to visit and examine the 
neighbourhood in question, with the view of having them imme- 
diately abated, where this has not been done by the parties them- 
selves on the representation of the Medical Officer. . 

• The epidemic, so far, appears to have been localized in one small 
tract in this District, as I could not ascertain that any cases other 
than those described had occurred along the hanks ol the Lagan, 
either in the direction of Moira or of Lisburn, except in the imme- 
diate vicinity of the latter town. There is a dense population living 
pretty much in the same circumstances throughout the entire line. 
The opposite bank of the river, as far as I could ascertain, is also free 
from the disease. _ 

I could not ascertain with any certainty whether Hinds orureen, 
the persons first attacked, had been in Lisburn before their illness, 
in any infected locality. 

I remain, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Alexander Knox, Medical Inspector, 

TV. Stanley. Esq., Secretary. 



Ho. 89. — Letter from Dr. Plaine, Medical Officer of 
Dunmurry Dispiensary District. 

Dunmurry Dispensary, September' 17, 18o4. 

Gentlemen, _ 

A case of Asiatic Cholera has at last occurred in the Dunmuny 
Dispensary District. It was in private practice. The patient * 
daughter of a gentleman in this neighbourhood, and was seized wi 
the disease at eleven o’clock on Sunday night last. The syrup™ 1 
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continued with increased violence for several hours, when a favour- 
able cbamre took place; consecutive fever setting in, and after con- 
tains five days, ending favourably. . 

The patient, who is about seven years old, had returned two days 
previously from Hollywood, where she had been staying with a 
L-e and four brothers, all children. Their return home was m 
consequence of a death from Cholera having occurred m the house 
adjoining the one in which they were lodging. On the first night 
after arriving in Duumurry the nurse was taken ill. and lier own 
Medical Attendant was immediately in attendance. In a short time 
the Choleraic symptoms became most violent, and, increasing up to 
Sunday night, at twelve o’clock, the patient began to sink, and died 
in about half an hour after. 

One of the children, aged about three years, had premonitory 
svmptoms on Tuesday; but a timely dose chocked them. Last 
night (Saturday) the coachman had a smart attack of iJiarrncea 
five motions in the hour. He is convalescent this morning. 

So far, the disease is confined to the one establishment. 

Through the District there has been a great deal of Diarrhma. 
Indeed, for several weeks I have hardly had an hour’s rest, ike 
people here are in such a state of alarm, that if even suffering from 
constipation, they come to inform me they are threatened with 

Cholera. , , 

I have to apologise for the delay in making this report; but the 
feet is, I have been so knocked about, and confused from want oi 
sleep, that I was very nearly forgetting the 3rd of January Circular 
altogether. . , 

Perhaps I have not stated the particulars sufficiently at length; 
if so, I shall he glad to be informed what further is required. 

Your obedient servant, 

Thomas Plains. 

The Poor Law Commissioners. 



Listowel Union. 

No. 90. — Report from Dr. Geary, Medical Inspector. 

Listowel , May 31, 1854. 
Gentlemen, _ , 

Adverting to the entry on the minutes of the Guardians pro- 
ceedings of the 1 8th instant, in reference to the occurrence of four 
cases of Cholera in the Listowel Dispensary District, I beg leave to 
state for the information of the Commissioners that, having closely 
interrogated the parties best calculated to afford information, it 
would appear that, of the cases reported as having occurred, three 
are unquestionable, hut the fourth does not seem deserving of being 
classed as one of those presenting the characteristic features of the 
epidemic. 

The particulars in connexion with those three cases are as fol- 
lows : — 

Hew Rowland Bateman, Clerk, aged seventy-three years, resi ing 
at Ballydonohoe, Electoral Division of Glin, in the Glin Union, had 
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been at the funeral of the Knight of Glin, who died of Asiatic Clio- 
lera on the 2(>th April, and immediately subsequent visited Limerick, 
where he remained at the Munster Fair till 29th; and on the 30th 
arrived at a farm and dwelling belonging to him at Kilcarra, Elec- 
toral Division of Duagh, in the Listowel Union. He was here 
attacked with Diarrhoea, on the day oi his arrival, which continued 
till the 4th May, when medical aid was sought, and lie was found 
running into collapse. The disease progressed, and he died on the 6th. 

Mr. Oliver Fitzmaurice, aged thirty-six, his brother-in-law, resid- 
in o- in the same Electoral Division, about one mile distant, was in 
continued attendance on the Rev. Mr. Bateman during his illness, 
and assisted in placing liis remains in the coffin, when he felt entirely 
overcome by the offensive smell which prevailed, and was attacked 
with Diarrhoea immediately after the interment, which did not take 
place till the 9th. The Diarrhoea continued to increase, and he ran 
into collapse on the 11th, when he was seen by Dr. Thorpe, of Lis- 
towel, and Dr. Alton, of Tralee. This case is represented as having 
assumed the most formidable features of Asiatic Cholera, from 
which, however, he providentially rallied, and is now quite well. 

Edward Dillano, aged twenty-two years, a fanner’s servant, resid- 
ing- at Duagh, Electoral Division of Duagh, about one mile from 
the residence of Rev. Mr. Bateman, was attacked with Diarrtaa 
about the (5th May, and was removed by his family to their house, 
in the Electoral Division of Kilfeehenngli, on the 1 Otli, where he 
was seized with Cholera, of which lie died on the 11th. 

I have examined the visiting ticket ( E 2) sent to Dr. Loughnaue, 
District Medical Officer, and find it was presented on the 11th, hc- 
tween the hours of one and two o’clock ; and although he reached 
the farm at three o’clock, the case had terminated fatally before his 



arrival. 

Ho communication can ho traced between this and the other two 
cases, although he resided in the locality. It is stated as being 
probable, that Dillano was at Rev. Mr. Bateman’s house during to 
illness. 

No other cases of Cholera have occurred here; and from the in- 
formation received from the Medical Officer of the District, it would 



ood health. 



appear that the District continues to enjoy its average goo _ 

In reference to the sanitary condition of the locality, I beg to 



report that, accompanied by Sub-Constable Ilenrne, I examine i 
large number of the houses, and their hack premises, in the tovn 
Listowel ; and from all that came under my observation there a* 
reason to conclude that, owing to the efficiency of the Cousta uar> 
and officers acting under the directions of the Guardians an san. 
tavy Committee, efficient measures have been taken for the tew 
of manure collections, and linn- washing has been carried out 0SI [ - 
extent. Some parties in the Main-street stated that their preinw- 
had not been lime-washed for a period of three years, and in 0 
lane many of the dwellings require this class oi purification ■ 
more urgently, as several of the dwellings are greatly overcioir^ 
as many as seventeen persons occupying a small cabin o 
' apartments. -i j 

On the south side of the Main-street, and on the wes slul 
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William-street, the sewerage to the rare of the several dwellings is 
superficial, communicating from one yard to another, and the soil 
conveyed along the muddy stream is of a very offensive character, 
calculated to endanger the health of the residents. The same may 
be stated of houses at the angle of William-street, at the east side 
turning from the Main-street. Pigs are very commonly found in 
the houses and in the yards attached, Imparting a foul and unwhole- 
some smell. Some butchers’ stalls are also found, where, as in other 
towns and villages already reported upon, the family were found to 
carry on the ordinary domestic routine, cooking their victuals, 
eating, and sleeping, in apartments in immediate connexion with 
that in which the animals were killed and bleeding, the earthen 
floor being in some instances saturated with the blood and refuse of 
the slaughtered animals. 

Pond-lane, leading to Gunsborougli, is a district which requires 
the utmost vigilance, being inhabited by a poor class, whose premises 
are sadly overcrowded. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

William J. Geary, m.d., Medical Inspector. 

To the Poor Laic Commissioners, Dublin. 



Londonderry Union. 

No. 01 . — Beport from Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

Coleraine, September 6, 1854. 
Sis, 

I have the honour to report, that in accordance with the instruc- 
tions of the Commissioners, 1 yesterday visited the City of London- 
derry, with reference to the appearance of Cholera there ; and 
attended a special meeting of the Dispensary Committee, notice 
having been duly given to the members. On inquiry, it appeared 
at the time of my visit, according to the report of the Medical Officer, 
that there were five cases of Cholera and premonitory Cholera then 
on the sick list, with three cases of Diarrlitna, but that no new case 
had occurred since the 3rd inat. 

Twelve cases in all have appeared in the District, as reported to 
me by Dr. Skiptou. The first, in the person of a blacksmith named 
.Tulin Hayes, occurred on the 27th July last, and is described bv the 
Medical Attendant as having been of the Asiatic form, well marked 
by the usual symptoms. This patient recovered, and none of his 
family (three individuals) have since suffered from Diarrhoea or 
Cholera. Mo communication with any infected person or place was 
traceable. This case occurred in the suburb of Bogside, on the 
opposite side of the city from 7 6, Foyle-street. 

2nd Case. — Michael Sweeny, of Mill-alley, was attacked with 
Cholera on the 18th of August, and died. No other person in the 
family since attacked, nor was any communication traceable j hut 
- lid-alley closely adjoins 7G, Foyle-street. 

urd Case. — Catherine Dogherty, at 70, Foyle-street, on 26tli 
August ; proved fatal. 

L 2 
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4tli Case.— Elinor Doglierty, at 70, Foyle-street, proved fatal oa 
tire 29 tli of August. 

Stli Case. — Nancy Doglierty, at 7 6, Foyle-street, attacked on 31st 
of August, died on 2nd September. 

Gth Case.— George Doglierty, at 76, Foyle-street, also attacked 
on 3 1st of August, and died on 1st of September. 

7 tli Case.— Bernard Doglierty, at 7 0, Foyle-street, also attacked 
on 31st uf August, is convalescing. 

8tli Case.— Patrick Doglierty, at 70, Foyle-street, attacked 3k 
August, died on 4tli of September. 

9th Case. — Eliza Doglierty, of Wapping, attacked on 1st of Sep 
tember, convalescing. This patient is not in any way connected 
with the above family of Doglierty, and had no communication with 
them— residing at Wapping, in an entirely different quarter of the 
town. 

10th Case. — Celia Halliday, in an alley which is immediately 
opposite 70, Foyle-street, attacked on 1st September, convalescin'. 

Hth Case. — William Doglierty, 70, Foyle-street, attacked on 2nd 
September, died same day" This was the only one of this family 
sent to the Cholera Hospital. The others not consenting to lx 
removed thither. 

12th Case. — Mary Doglierty, residing in Bishop-street, ra 
attacked on 30tli of August with Diarrhoea and subsequently wii 
Cholera. She is convalescing. This person is reported to have teen 
in the house and at tlic wake of the first of the Doglierty family, 
who died at 70, Foyle-street, and to have washed the clothes of tie 
deceased; and it is probable that she there imbibed the germs of the 
disease. 

Of the twelve cases recorded it will be seen that seven have 
proved fatal, and six of them in one family at No. 76, 1'oyle-strett 
I, therefore, visited this house, as well as Bogside, Mill-alley, and 
the laue in which Celia Halliday resides. 

The latter, and Mill-alley, and the. house 70, Foyle-street, areas 
ill the same immediate vicinity, which is in a low situation, very 

closely adjoining the river. 1 inquired very minutely regartar 

the introduction of the disease into the unfortunate family o - 
Doghertys ; hut I was not able, amidst many ill-founded ramMSj 
to obtain any precise information. It was stated that a woman® 1 
a child had lodged in the house on their arrival from Glasgow, 
Dr. Brown, who had investigated the matter, reports that they were 
both in good health during the period of tlieir stay, and tla 
woman had lost a child by death in Glasgow, hut that there wass- 
reason to believe that this liad been the result of Cholera. 

A belief having been entertained that tlio disease had seen v 
fatal in the same house in 1832, I applied to Dr. Babington, 
Coleraine, at that time in Londonderry, who, on reference 
Cholera case book kept in the year above-mentioned, bason 
informed me that there were no cases of Cholera in No. fM° ^ 
in that end of Foyle-street, three cases only having occurre i 
street, exclusive of these appearing in the Military Barrac • ^ 

There is nothing peculiar in the circumstances of the 
regards cleanliness, either externally or internally, to aistmg 
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, nm thc other houses in its neighbourhood. Three of the family 
1 11 remained unattached by the disease at the period of my visiting 
f 1 o“ The inmates were somewhat crowded as lodgers were 
I'ridonaUy taken in; aud I drew the attention of the Committee 
X provisions of the Lodging House Acts, with reference to the 
subjeetof overcrowding as a very fruitful source of disease in lodging 

^I^cmnpany w itli Drs. Sldpton and Brown, I visited various parts 
of the citv in which many nuisances have been abated, hut different 
parts of it are not yet in a satisfactory state. Dr. Brown, however 
the Health Officer of the Corporation, and who has been appointed 
t i, e Board of Guardians to assist Dr. Skipton during the preva- 
lence of Cholera, appears to he using his best exertions to have all 
nuisances abated as speedily as possible; the Police Committee 
liavin"’ put four men at his constant disposal for the purpose ot 
cleansing, and who are now actively engaged m carrying out his 

^TheTtreet drainage of Derry is good, but the house draiuage is 
defective, and to render the latter perfect it is estimated that an 
outlay of six or seven thousand pounds would be requisite _ 

Except in one instance, in which the funeral was delayed m des- 
pite of all efforts to the contrary on the part of Dr. Brown and 
ethers, the burials in all the above cases of Cholera were effected 
with reasonable speed, and the houses were properly cleansed. 

I have the honour to remain, Sir, your most obedient servant, 
Alexander Knox, Medical Inspector. 

F. Stanley, Esq., Secretary. 



Ltjrgan Union. 

No. 92. — Report from Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

Lvrgan, September 20, 1854. 

I have the honour to report, for the information of the Com- 
missioners, that I yesterday visited the Portadown Dispensary 
District, with reference to the transmission of two Cholera pa ieu s 
thence to the Fever Hospital of the Union Workhouse, at Lurgnn, 
and the sanitary condition of the District generally. _ 

The first of the cases referred to occurred on Friday, the 
instant, in the person of a showman, recently arrived from Lnrgan, 
and previously from Lisburn, who was expelled from ins lo g ln o 3 > 
in Portadown, on the morning of the day mentioned, in consequence 
of his illness, and who, on application to the Medical Atten an o 
the Dispensary, Dr. Bredon (who at once pronounced his disease o 
bo malignant Cholera), received some suitable medicine, and w 
forthwith sent off on a car, at the expense of a private individua , 
to the Workhouse Hospital, in Lurgan, at the suggestion oi the 
Medical Officer, as no provision has been made in Portadown a. 
yet for the reception of hospital patients. On the fol owing ay, 
the 9th instant, Dr. Bredon was requested to visit the sou o i 
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preceding patient, who was -very ill, lying in the open street vomit 
ing and purging, having also been expelled from his lodging thronvh 
fear of infection. The disease was recognized as unmistakable 
malignant Cholera, and this patient also was at once transmitted to 
the Workhouse, which is about live miles from Portadown. I tt 
both cases the symptoms wore of the worst description, and the 
patients died— an event to bo apprehended, under the circumstances 
in any case; but it is evident that their prospect of recovery must 
have been seriously diminished by their removal on cars to such a 
distance, and by the consequent delay of tho necessary measures of 
treatment required by a disease so rapid in its progress. This 
second patient was also forwarded to hospital at the cost of a private 
individual. 

A third case occurred on tho lGth instant, in the person of a 
stroller, said to be from Londonderry, who also applied to Dr. 
Bredon, with unmistakable symptoms' of Cholera, although not in 
an advanced stage. He got medicine, and was advised to go to the 
Hospital, at Lnrgan, by the Medical Officer, which— as he was then 
well able to walk — be agreed to do; and left tbe sliop of Dr. Bredon 
unobserved, as be could not be found soon after, when a private 
individual bad volunteered to pay for a car to take him to the 
Workhouse. The names of tlieso individuals were not known to 
Dr. Bredon, who is also ignorant of any further circumstances con- 
nected with the last-mentioned patient beyond this, that he could 
not have died in. Portadown without its coming to his knowledge. 
The doctor does not know what lodging houses were occupied bv 
the parties ; hut no cases of Cholera have subsequently occurred in 
auy of them, or in any part of tlio District; and all the three 
patients, it will be observed, bad come from other parts of the 
country. 

A case of English Cholera, so called, occurred on the 13th Sep- 
tember, and recovery took place ; and several cases of bilious 
Diarrhoea, and vomiting, and cramps in tho bowels, showing the 
peculiar epidemic tendency, have occurred within tbe last month; 
but tbe District is now healthy, and free both from Cholera and 
Diarrhoea. 

The Medical Officer is of opinion that transmission of the patients 
above referred to to Lurgan was attended with risk, but it was the 
only course opeu to him, as no hospital accommodation has been 
provided in Portadown, and tbe lodging bouses were closed against 
them; and be, therefore, purposes, at the next meeting of the Com- 
mittee, in tbe present ivcek, to bring the subject before them. I 
would also beg leave to suggest, that tbe question of local hospital 
accommodation for Cholera patients, in districts remote from the 
towns in which the workhouses are situated, might now be appro- 
priately taken up, at least by tbe Boards of Guardians in the 
various unions in which Cholera has already appeared. Prelimi- 
nary measures might be taken, without incurring any serious 
expense, until tbe necessity should actually arise. There is ample 
accommodation in the Fever Hospital adjoining this town (which 
has ceased to be occupied as such) for Cholera patients, provided it 
eqn be obtained for tbe purpose. 
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Should the epidemic appear to any extent in Portadown,. an 
lmsuital miMitbe the more necessary, from its situation, on the high- 
road from Belfast, and the number of low lodging houses which are 
tnn.’li occupied. The population of the town alone is over 3,000 souls. 

With reference to the general sanitary condition of the District 
I have to report, that in the spring of the present year, all nuisances 
ascertained, on thorough examination, to exist, were then abated; 
hut various reaccumulations of offensive matters have since taken 
nlace which have been reported to the Sanitary Committee by the 
Bailiff of the Town Commissioners ; and the Committee are to hold 
a meeting in the present week, to decide what steps should he 
taken for°a thorough and general cleansing. 

I pointed out to Dr. Bredon the necessity for his reporting to the 
Commissioners, without delay, the occurrence of any future cases ot 
malignant Cholera in his District. .... ■ 

Bein'* in Portadown, I took an opportunity of conferring with 
D r . Stanley, the Medical Attendant of the Tartaraglian District, 
which is also in the Lurgan Union, and adjoins the District of Porta- 
down; and I find that it is healthy, being free from any cases ot 

Cholera or Diarrhoea. . 

I have also visited the Lurgan District,^ and ascertained that 
three patients have been sent into the Hospital of the W orkliouse, 
all of whom have died of Cholera. Two of these cases appear to 
have been imported from tainted districts ; and one, only, appears 
to have occurred in the District, without any communications with 
any probable source of infection. 

Reaccumulations of various offensive matters have taken place m 
different parts of Lurgan since my former inspection and subsequent 
cleansing; and I shall suggest that the Board of Guardians lie 
requested to take immediate steps for a thorough cleansing ot a 
parts of the District requiring it. 

The last case of Cholera above referred to took place on the 18th 
instant, but there is not more Diarrhoea prevalent than usual. 
None of the cases occurred in the practice of the Medical Officer o 
the Dispensary, Dr. Idannay. . . 

One of the cases of Cholera admitted into the Workhouse Hospital 
was from the District of Aghalee, which is entirely a rural one, and 
to the sanitary state of which I drew the attention of the Commi ee, 
at my inspection, on the lGth of June last. The case m ques ion 
proved fatal, as did all the three admitted from the Lurgan Dispen- 
sary District. Six cases, in all, have been admitted into the Hospi a . 

The Moira District is reported to be healthy by the i ei ica 
Attendant ; and I have not been able to ascertain that any case o 

Cholera has appeared in the Waringstown District. 

I should further suggest, that the Medical Officers of Por a own, 
Lurgan, and Aghalee, be requested, in accordance with their “Sta- 
tions, to communicate the occurrence of any future case ot Cholera 
to the Commissioners without delay. 

I remain, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Alex. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

IT. Stanley, Esg/., Secretary.. 
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Mallow Union. 

No. 93 Report from Dr. Geary, Medical Inspector. 

Mallow, June 17, 1854, 

Gentlemen-, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your com- 
munication, of yesterday’s date, in reference to oases of Asiatic 
Cholera, which occurred in the Kilshanig Dispensary District, in 
the Mallow Union ; and having inquired into the particulars at the 
place where the disease appeared, beg leave to transmit such infor- 
mation as I was enabled to obtain from the surviving members of 
the family, the Medical Officer of the District, and Dr. Barry, 
Medical Officer of tho Union Workhouse, under whose care! found 
the survivors. In all, four persons were attacked, all residing in 
the same house ; three being members of the same family, and the 
fourth a relative. The house is situated at Bing, in the Electoral 
Division of Kilshanig, is detached; and the owner, William Connell, 
a dealer in eggs, seems to he in comfortable circumstances, having a 
fair supply of flour and Indian 'corn meal in his possession, which, 
it is stated, were used for the sustenance of the family during the 
winter and spring, in addition to goat’s milk, Both the flour and 
meal appear to he of good quality. 

So far as can be learned, no communication had previously been 
held with any person ill of Cholera ; nor urns there intercourse with 
any district or place where the disease existed, unless the disease pre- 
vailed in the city of Cork, to which William Connell resorted in the 
course of his dealings, weekly, and from whence he returned on 
Friday night, tho 2nd June ; the first case occurring on the morning 
of 3rd June, at two o’clock, a.m., when his son, Thomas Connell, 
aged fifteen, was seized with purging and vomiting ; and so rapidly 
did the affection progress, that he died at nine o’clock, P.M., in the 
afternoon of the same day. 

Julia Connell, aged forty, was seized with great weakness on the 
7th June, succeeded by purging, vomiting and cramps; and tho 
affection continued, with varying features, until the 12th, whentho 
Medical Officer of the District was first called upon. Her removal, 
as also that of the two succeeding cases, was undertaken on the 13th, 
and on the arrival of the car at the Workhouse, she was found dead. 

Margaret Connell, aged six, was attacked with the usual symptom* 
of Cholera on the 8th June; was seen by Medical Officer on the 
12th ; is now in Union. Hospital, and recovering. 

Catherine Leonard, aged thirty-five, was attacked with the ordinary 
symptoms of Cholera on the 11th June ; was seen by Medical Office! 
on the 12th ; was removed to hospital, and is now progressing rate 
favourably in consecutive fever. 

The surviving cases which reached the Workhouse were care- 
fully placed, for a short period, in the sheds — originally appropriated 
for the reception of Cholera cases occuring within the precincts® 
the Workhouse — and having been refreshed with warm drinks and 
comfortable clothing, were removed in the beds to the house used, 
under the Grand Jury system, as aDistrict Fever Hospital. Ihav* 
seen both cases, and every care is being bestowed upon, them* 
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The occurrence of the first coses of Cholera in any District is 
generally creative of much observation and attention ; and it ap- 
pears very unaccountable that the Believing Officer of the District, 
whose routine of duty, it is presumed, tends to bring such occur- 
rences under his notice, should have been unacquainted with, or, if 
having learned, should have omitted to inform the Board of Guar- 
dians or the Medical Officer of the District, of the existence of 

Cholera, from so early a period as the 3rd of June till the 12th, 

when the service of the Medical Officer is first sought for ; — the 
first case having run so rapid a course, and three others having 
appeared within the five days previous. 

The imprudence and danger of removing cases of Cholera any 
distance, when the disease is developed, is well illustrated in the 
case of Julia Connell ; and it would seem desirable that the danger 
attendant on such a practice, he prominently placed before the 
Medical Officer of this District and tlio Board of Guardians. The 
residence of Connell is fully nine statute miles from the hospital to 
which they were transferred. 

No other cases have occurred in the District. 

In the vicinity of Bing there are some forty to fifty houses 
scattered at a short distance from each other. Those I have seen 
require purification by limewashing j and Connell has stated his 
intention of having his house so treated immediately. 

I have the honour to bo. Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

William J. Geary, m.d., Medical Inspector. 

The Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 



Mitch elstown Union. 

No. 94. — Letter from Dr. Bory, Medical Officer of Galbally 
Dispensary District. 

March 27, 1854. 

Gextlemeh, 

I beg to state, for your information, that a case of death from 
Cholera has taken place in this District oil yesterday, the 26tli inst., 
the person’s name is Margaret Quisli, aged forty-five, wife of John 
Quish, of Killem. It is situated between Galbally andBallylanders, 
about one mile and a half from the former, and one from the latter, 
which is also in this district. 

I understand that she had been to see her son-in-law, Daniel 
Coughlan, and his sister, both of Ballingarry, on the day previous to 
her death. Coughlan’s house is about half a mile from Quish s. Both 
those parties, also a child of Coughlan’s, aged two months, had 
been ill of Cholera, and are now dead. The woman, Quish, got ill on 
yesterday morning about eight o’clock, and died last night about 
twelve o’clock. 1 cannot say wliat treatment had been adopted, as 
it was Dr. Eugene O’Neill, of Mitchelstown attended the case. 

The Conghlans reside in the Kilfinane District. Dr. Burke, the 
Medical Officer of that District, had been in attendance on them. 

I also beg to call the attention of the Commissioners to the fact, 
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that the several farmers’ houses in that district, and indeed through 
the country generally, are in a very had state, very many of them 
having cesspools, and heaps of manure up to the very entrance of 
their houses. No advice or caution which they get has any effect in 
makinv them remove those nuisances ; and I would pray that the 
Police authorities in the district would be called on by the Commis- 
sioners to take legal steps to compel the people to remove those 
nuisances. 

I beg to remain, Gentlemen, your very obedient servant, 

John C. Btjiiy, 

Medical. Officer to the Galbally Dispensary 
District , Mitchelstown Union. 

To the Commissioners for administering 
the Daws for the Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland. 

Ho. 95, Report from Dr. Purcell, Medical Inspector. 

Camck-on-Suir, April 1, 1854. 

Gentlemen, . 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 28th ult., No. 10,207, 1854, together with a communication of 
Dr. Bury, Medical Officer of the Galbally Dispensary District in the 
Mitchelstown Union, reporting a case of Cholera in that District, 
aud directing me to inquire and report the circumstances of the case, 
and also as to the degree in which the provisions of the Nuisances 
Removal and Diseases Prevention Acts are carried out in the District. 

In reply I beg to state, as tho result of my inquiries, that 
Margaret Quisli, aged forty-five, a married woman, was to visit her 
son-in-law, Daniel Couglilau, who, with his family, were ill of Cho- 
lera, on the 25th ult.; aud that on the morning after her return, the 
26th, she got ill, and died tho same night of Cholera. 1 was informed 
that she was attended by Dr. O’Neill, of Mitchelstown, and was a, 
person in comfortable circumstances, very far beyond those who 
generally receive Dispensary relief ; there was no application made 
to Dr. Bury to attend this woman, as I am informed. 

The Cougldans, three or four of whom died of Cholera (as I was 
informed), reside in Kilfinanc, in the KilmaJlock Union, m Dr- 
Geary’s district. . T i 

I travelled through the Galbally Dispensary District, and V lave 
not seen much done under the Nuisances Removal and Diseases rre- 
vention Acts ; hut from the factof it being a very rural district, very 
little, in my opinion, is requisite to be done, except limewasning, 
which is now going on. 

Dr. Bury’s communication is herewith returned. 

I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen, your very obedient 
servant, 

Joen P. Puroell, Medical Inspector. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, 

Custom House, Dublin. ■ • - ■ 
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Nenagh Union. 
jf 0 _ 96 . — Letter from Dr. Kittson, Medical Officer of 
Nenagli Dispensary District. 

Neruvjk , March 17, 1 854. 

Gentlemen, 

I be" to inform you, a case of Asiatic Cholera lias occurred in 
this town. A man named Burke, a hairdresser, came here from 
limerick on yesterday, and during the night he was attacked with 
this disease. I saw him this morning, and he was then in a state, 
of had collapse. I had the usual remedies applied to promote re- 
action. He still remains under treatment. 

I have the honour to he, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Edward Kittson, Medical Officer. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin, 

No. 97. — Report from Dr. Geaiiy, Medical Inspector. 

Limerick, March 22, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your communication 
of the 18th inst., in reference to the case of J. W. Burke, reported 
as a case of Asiatic Cholera, and desiring to ascertain whether “he 
had communication with any case of Cholera in Limerick,” and 
“whether any other cases have occurred in Henagh.” 

In reply I have the honour to report that I attended at Nenagh, 
and this day, on my return here, had an interview with Burke’s 
mother and widow ; and connecting all the information I could glean, 
the following appear to he the circumstances attending the develop- 
ment and eonrse of the attack 

Janies W. Burke, aged thirty years, a hairdresser by trade, had 
been a resident at Limerick for about two years last past ; during 
which period he paid periodical visits to Nenagh, in the exercise of 
his calling. With this object he arrived in Kenagh, by coach, from 
limerick, on the evening of the 14tli instant, and was then not very 
well. He lodged at Keane’s (the grocer) in Castle-street ; and having 
examined the premises, they appear to be very comfortable, and are 
situated in the Main-street of the town. About mid-day, on the 
16th, feeling uncomfortable, he obtained a carminative draught at 
Surgeon Fritt’s; and on the same evening took tea with the post- 
mistress, who resides in the same street, and retired to bed at an 
early hour. Mrs. Keane, at whose house he lodged, stated to me, 
that Burke was seized with cramps, purging, and vomiting, about 
midnight, when she. got him some warm drink ; but owing to some 
unaccountable cause, he had no medical assistance until eleven 
o’clock, A.M., the 17th, when Dr. Kittson found him far advanced in 
collapse ; and he sunk about six o’clock, p.u.^on the same day. His 
shop and residence in Limerick was situate in Francis-street, parish 
of St. Michael, in the immediate vicinity of which several eases of 
Cholera had previously occurred ; hut it does not appear, so far as 
can he learned from associates of his, or from his mother and widow, 
that he had any direct communication with any person attacked 
with Cholera, It is, however, worthy of note, that the house 
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where Ellen Gleene was attacked with Cholera, and into which 
John Hetherman, the boatman, from Querrin, was brought, previous 
to his removal to hospital, is not far removed from Burke’s residence. 
Burke’s mother, widow, and child have removed from Francis- street 
to Bow-lane, in the St. Munehin’s Sub-Dispensary District. 1 there 
visited them this evening, and found the female infant child of poor 
Burke far advanced in Cholera, and the countenance of the widow 
indicating a strong tendency to the same disease. 

On close examination, I find that a case so closely resembling 
Asiatic Cholera, as to justify its being so considered, occurred in 
Hanley’s-lane, Pound-street, Nenagh, on the night of Tuesday, the 
28th February. The subject, David Purcell, aged six years, was a 
dispensary patient, for measles, in December, 1 So 3, and was seen by 
Dr. Kittson in the Cholera attack; but not having been provided 
with a ticket, E. 1 or 2, was not registered by him. I saw the child, 
and had a full statement of the symptoms of that attack, which 
satisfies myself that the illness was one of Asiatic Cholera. 

It does not appear that there are any cases of Cholera, and hut 
few of Diarrhoea in the town of Nenagh at present ; but I found a 
child in the Union Workhouse (where I accompanied Dr. Quinn, the 
Medical Officer), under the following circumstances : — 

Mary Hogan, aged eight years, an inmate of the Workhouse for 
several years, (I think it was stated that she w as born there), was taken 
ill on tlie 1 8th, and admitted to the Fever Wards. _ On the afternoon 
of the same day, she was seized with purging, vomiting, and cramps, 
and became quite blue. The pnlso were perceptible, though very 
feeble, during the attack. Active and prompt measures were adopted; 
the child rallied, and is now in consecutive fever, and likely to do 
well. There is no reason to doubt that this case is one of Asiatic 
Cholera. She is placed in a detached comfortable ward, and sepa- 
rated from the other inmates. 

Accompanied by Dr. Kittson, and Dr. O’Neill Quinn, I examined 
several of the premises, and reres of houses in and off the main 
streets in Nenagh ; and I am hound to state, for the information of 
the Commissioners, that so far as I have hitherto had opportunities 
of observing, either in the Kilrush, Kanturk, or Millstrcet Unions, 
I have seen nothing so offensive to the eyes, and utterly sickening, as 
the abominable and extensive collections of nuisances, including dung- 
heaps, cess-pools, &c., as I this day witnessed in the town of Nenagh. 
A few I beg to refer to. 

Pound-street — Hanlcy’s-lane, where David Purcell had Cholera, 
Do. — Mackey’ s-lane. 

Silver-street — Ballalley-lane. 

Castle-street — Clarke’s-lane. 

Barrack-street — Glebe-lane. 

Unless prompt and energetic measures are adopted to remove the 
accumulations of nuisances, and purify the houses, and back-yards 
ofpremises especially, there is but too much reason to conclude that 
the impending epidemic will find in Nenagh a fearful harvest. 

I have the honour to he, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

William J. Geabi, m.d., Medical Inspector. 
To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin ■ 
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No gg_ Letter, from Dr. Kittson, Medical Officer of 

Nenagli Dispensary District. 

Nenagli, March 23, 1854. 

^ * I be"' to report another case of Cholera which occurred here. 
A. child a° edsix years, named Julia Hewitt, came from Limerick on 
Sunday last, with its parents. On Thursday night it took ill, and I 
saw it on this day (Friday) in collapsed state. 

1 have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
Edward Kittson, Medical Officer, 

Nenagh Dispensary, Nenagli Union. 

To ike Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 



Nq, 99. Letter, from the Rev. J. M. Hiffernan, Honorary 

Secretary of Newport Dispensary Committee. 

St. John's Rectory, Newport, Tipperary, 
April 17, 1854. 

The Physician of Newport Dispensary has reported to me a 
case of Cholera here, under the following circumstances a woman 
named Shephard, came from Limerick on Tuesday, to her sister, 
Bridget Connors ; went to bed that night apparently in health, was 
attacked with symptoms of Cholera, and sent into Limerick in the 
morning, where she died in hospital. 0 , 

The sister, Bridget Connors, was attacked hy Cholera on Satur- 
day last. Deserted by her family, I offered payment to any 
nursetender, hut none is to he obtained. The Doctor found her m 
an empty house, with a vessel of water hy her bedside; and after 
administering the necessary remedies, has left her in solitude. 1 
think it my duty, without awaiting any meeting ol the Committee, 
to make you acquainted with this case. 

1 am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

John M. Hiffernan, Uonorary Secretary. 

The Secretary, Poor Law Commissioners. 



No. 100. — Letter from Dr. Carey, Medical Officer of 
Newport Dispensary District. 

Newport, April 13, 1854. 

’” la ’ In the absence of the Rev. Mr. Hiffernan, Secretary to the 
Newport Committee, I beg to state, that I have just returnee loin 
visiting a case of Asiatic Cholera. It is the third case which has 
occurred in the same house during the last week. The two rs cases 
were removed to Limerick Hospital, and were fatal ; t e nr 
consider hopeless. Under the present circumstances, I eg o s e, 
that unless some very active measures are taken, 1 leal e w o e 
locality will he infected. There are no funds whatever, nor any 
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possibility of procuring nursetenders. I should be glad to know 
what measures you would be pleased to suggest. 

I have the honour to remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Langee Carey, Medical OJker, 
Nevrptrrt Dispensary. 

The Secretary, Poor Law Commissioners. 



No. 101 — Report from Dr. Geary, Medical Inspector. 

Macroom, April 29, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

Adverting to my Report of the 27th instant, I have the honour 
to forward the following particulars in reference to the cases of 
Cholera, the occurrence of which iu the Newport Dispensary District 
had been already communicated to the Commissioners. 

Honor Shephard, otherwise M'Cormack, came from her daughter’s 
house at the Irishtown, Limerick, to the residence of her sister, 
Bridget Connors, at Pollogh, Electoral Division of Newport, on the 
afternoon of Tuesday, the lltli instant. Slept there on that night, 
in the same bed with her sister. Appeared to have been in her 
usual health on retiring to sleep, and was attacked after midnight 
with the usual symptoms of Cholera, and carried to St. John’s Hos- 
pital, Limerick, on the morning of the 12th, when the following 
entry appears in the Register, iu reference to her : — “No. 359, Honor 
M'Cormack, aged seventy years, Annacotty, admitted April 12th ; 
fourteen hours and a-balf ill; collapse ; died April 13th; seventeen 
hours in hospital.” 

The sister, Bridget Connors, aged sixty-five, with whom M'Cor- 
mack slept on the 11th, was seized with Cholera iu the same abode, 
on the 15th, or rather the morning of the 16th, and was seen by Dr, 
Carey at an early hour. She appears to have been deserted by her 
son-in-law and the remainder of the family, on that date ; but was 
placed on a car for removal to St. John’s Hospital, Limerick, early 
on the morning of the 17th ; aiid on this date an entry appears on 
the Hospital Register — “That a man called, stating that he was 
bringing a woman, named Bridget Connors, from Abano, iu Cholera, 
to the hospital, by orders of Dr. Carey, of Newport, but that she died 
on the way ; and asked permission to have tho body jdaced in the 
dead-lionse till a coffin was provided. Permission was given, and 
the remains subsequently removed for interment.” 

Bridget Connors, on being attacked with Cholera, was removed to 
an empty sbed, contiguous to her abode, wliore she was found by 
the Medical Officer when he visited her; and her removal to the 
hospital, a distance of about eight Irish miles, was not undertaken 
by any suggestion made by Dr. Carey. Both cases were represented 
at the hospital as having been brought from localities which the 
party must have been aware were within tho limits of the Limerick 
Union; concealing the fact that their abode was in that of Nenagh— 
the object being to secure their admission. 

On the 18th April, Michael Cosgrave, aged forty, the son-in-law 
of Bridget Connor$.who lived in the premises at the date of her 
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illness was attacked with Cholera. His illness is stated by the 
Medical Doctor to have been one of an aggravated type, but his 
recovery was secured by the prompt and assiduous attention of Dr. 

^No further case of Cholera had occurred iu that house, or in the 
District at the time of my visit on the 26th inst. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

William J. Geaey, m.d., Medical Inspector. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 



Newry Union. 

$r 0 , 102 .— Letter from Dr. Pratt, Medical Officer of 
Mountnorris Dispensary District. 

Mountnorris Dispensary, Newry Union, 
October 2, 1854. 

I beg to report to you two cases of Asiatic Cholera, which 
occurred in my District in the early part of last month. 

1. Andrew Doleghan, of Caragologley, a cow-jobber, trading to 
Scotland, lodged in a bouse iu Glasgow on the night of the 1st ot 
September, in which house a man had died of Cholera. On hearing 
the cause of the death, Doleghan took somewhat ill, and came direct 
to Ireland, bv Belfast, with the disease on him. I was called to 
visit him on the 3rd, eight hours after be wm really attacked ; he 
presented the usual symptoms — vomiting, purging, cramps in limbs, 
great thirst, cold skill, suppression of urine (the slim did not 

g Treatment : a large mustard poultice applied to the abdomen 
and over the stomach, friction to the cramped limbs, and instead ot 
giving cold water without end, I gave him a glass of diluted sul- 
phuric acid, sometimes in hot whiskey and cloves, and sometimes 
by itself ; this quenched the thirst, without distending the stomach 
with superabundant fluid (which, I am certain, excites vomiting) ; 
the purging also ceased in about four hours, when I left him. He is 
now at his usual business. . , . 

2. Mary M'Clean, of Graylullau, aged forty-five, was seized with 

purging on tlie morning of the 8th September, about nine o ejode ; 
sbe then took vomiting and cramps in her limbs j when the neigh- 
bours became alarmed, and I was sent for at three oc oc ' in e 
afternoon. I found lier in bed, cold, pulseless, vomiting an purging 
involuntarily, lier limbs cramped, &e. „ 

Treatment the same as in Doleghan’s case. She is now we 
the disease, but very weak. She was not from lier own ome, an 
lives two miles from Doleghan’s. 

Thomas Pratt, . 

Medical Officei' to Mountnorris Dispensary, Newry Umov* 

To ike Commissioners for Administering the Laws 
for the Relief of the Poor m Ireland. 
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Newtownards Union. 

No. 103.— Letter from Dr. Jamison, Medical Officer of tie 
Workhouse of the Newtownards Union. 

Newtownards, November 10, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

Perhaps the following facts arc of the kind sought for in your 
communication, No. 438. 

Two nurses employed in the Newtownards Cholera Hospital took 
Cholera in a severe form. They had been engaged in washing the 
clothes of Cholera patients. 

A woman called Barnes is at present under treatment for Cholera 
in the Newtownards Cholera Hospital. Her son had resided in 
Greenwell-street, Newtownards ; and when Cholera appeared there 
in a bad form he went to reside with his parents in Mill-street, half 
a mile from Greenwell-street, where the Cholera had not appeared 
Soon after (six hours, I believe) going to Mill-street, he took 
Cholera and died. A few days after, his father took Cholera and 
died ; immediately after, my patient took Cholera, and was removed 
to the Cholera Hospital. The son of my patient was the first 
Cholera case in Mill-street. Since his death several cases from 
Mill-street have been sent to the Cholera Hospital. 

I am, Gentlemen, your very obedient servant, 

D. Jamison, m.b., 

Medical Officer of Newtownards Union Workhoutt. 
To the Poor Law Commissioners, 



N E WT O WNL IMAVAD Y UNION. 

No. 104 — Letter from Dr. MacLaughlin, Medical Officer 
of Newtownlimavady Dispensary District. 

Newtownlimcivady, November 18, 1854. 

Dr. MacLaughlin, Medical Officer to the Newtownlimavady Dis- 
pensary District, begs to report, for tho information of the Com- 
missioners, the occurrence of a malignant case of Asiatic Cholera in 
Newtownlimavady, on the 17th ult., which terminated fatally in 
about twenty-two hours from the first commencement of the disease. 

The deceased, Bose M'Calry, was not a resident of the town, 
having only arrived in Newtownlimavady, from Glasgow, a few 
hours before she was attacked with the disease. She took unwell 
at eleven o’clock on Thursday night, four hours after her arrival in 
this town, but did not make any application for medical aid until 
nine o’clock next morning, when she was in the collapsed stage of 
the disease. Stimulants, warm applications, and every means found 
to he useful in such cases, were tried, but all were of no avail. She 
died at nine o’clock on Friday night — her case exhibiting every 
symptom of Asiatic Cholera. 
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Rathdown Union. 

w 0 105 . — Letter from Dr. Field, Medical Officer of 
* Blackrock and Stillorgan Dispensary District. 

BlacJcroeh, September 26, 1854. 

Sl ®> +n f PP i u mv duty to report to you, for the infor- 

*™™'jfhe Poor Law Commissioners, that I visited yesterday 
mation ot tire £ Dispensary District of 

-7 all Of whom I found in 

Stillorgan called •„[, pi ve 0 f the above number 

fee remaining two, young children, are in an uncer- 

have died, and t ° ^ a^ove cases presented 

tain state. 1 * ^S^Curea of Asiatic Cholera, 

• b ° rSSAre ^w^absenfthe blue skin, the absence of 
inasmuch as tha tongue, and. not as severe cramps as 

urine m the bladder, tne emu thought it 

ssx . a 

Commissioners, and 

X remain, Sir, your very obedient servant, 

H. C. Field. 

PTo. 106 Report from Dr.. Hill, Medical Inspector. \ 

22, Rip-place, Dublin, October 2, 1854. 

"“cave to inform you that i-ompliance wiffi theinjni. 

;ZrdTi m BlLkxock and Stillorgan Disp Disfalct 
the Rathdown Union, on the 28 th uit., aiul d 8 
seven cases of Cholera reported by hi. ne i, ™ 

Officers of that district, as having recently occurred at Lowei Am 

° f tcither n of'tbe Medical Officers having beep at lmme when I 
called, I visited the village where the disease ' ™ the * 

appeared, and, by going from house to i ' Afterwards submitted 
inhabitants the following particulars, w i ■ < r pj s knowledge 

to Dr. Field, and ascertained from him that, as fai as lus Lnowieuge 

extends, they are correct. tlie-Graiwe was that of 

The first case that occurred at KiU-ottue wan, enc0 

Mary Johnston, aged forty years, who lef 1 !> •» the n j_y. of 
of the prevalence of Cholera in that village, sister’s 

Saturday, the 16th ult, and arrived at 

husband, Peter Byrne, in Kill-of-tlie-Grange, about one o clock, A. , 

on Sunday, the 17th nit. , spired with 

On Monday, the 18th, at three oclock, A. ^ cWcterist i c 
vomiting, purging, and cramps, tollowe y eleven 

symptoms of Cholera, and died on Tuesday, the 19 th, at eleven 

^VeTnesday, the 20th ulf, Peter Byrne, bet^ve^g 

years of age, nephew of the above-named Mary , svnj ptoms 

hr the house in which she had died, was- attacked with symptom 
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of Cholera about fire o’clock, a.m., and died on the next morning at 
six o’clock, after twenty-five hours’ illness. This boy’s father also 
named Peter Byrne, twenty-nine years of age, was so' alarmed as it 
is stated, by the occurrence of two fatal cases of Cholera in his 
family, that, after the interment of his child, he refused to return 
home, and went on to Kingstown, where he took a lodging in the 
house of a man. named Cowell residing in Kingstown-avenue. I 
subsequently ascertained, as appears in the report of my inquiry 
respecting Cholera in Kingstown of this date,* that Byrne ms 
attacked with Cholera in Kingstown, on Saturday, the 23rd ult, 
and died on the same day. 

On Friday, the 22ud ult., William Merrigan, aged nineteen years, 
living in a cottage nearly opposite to that of Peter Byrne, was taken 
ill with violent purging, vomiting, and cramps. He -was attended 
by a local practitioner, as I was informed — no application liavin® 
been made to the Medical Officer of tho District — and was conva- 
lescent at the time of my visit. 

The cottage immediately adjoining that in which Mary Johnson, 
the first-mentioned patient, died, had been occupied by a family of 
seven persons, named Moore. On the day that I visited it the last 
of that family, a child about two years old, had fallen a victim to 
the epidemic about an hour previously. 

Tho first of the Moores who was attacked was Joseph Moore, the 
father, about forty years of age ; ho was taken ill on the 23rd ult., 
at nine o’clock, a.m., and diod on the same day at ten o’clock, p.ji. 

The next was his wife, Moore, aged forty-five years, who 

was seized with Cholera on the 24th ult., at seven o’clock, p.m., and 
died on the next day at five o’clock, A.M., after an illness of ten 
hours’ duration. 

The third was Eliza Moore, three years of age, who was taken ill 
on the 24th nit., at eight o’clock, p.m., and died on the 26th, at three 
o’clock in the afternoon. 

The fourth, Joseph Moore, jun., ten months old, was also attacked 
on the 24tli ult., at ton o’clock, p.m., and died on tho 26tk, at tea 
o'clock, A.M. 

The fifth, Margaret Moore, otherwise Roach, sixty years of age, 
was attacked, on tho 25th ult., at noon, and died on the next day 
about the same hour. 

The sixth, Sally Moore, aged three years, n nurse child, was taken 
ill on tho 26th ult., at ton o’clock, a.m., and died on the next day at 
eleven o’clock, a.m. 

The seventh, and last of tho family, was Edward Moore, about 
two years old, who was taken ill on the 25tli ult., at eleven o’clock, 
PiM., and died on the 2Sth,at one o’clock, p.m., about au hour before 
my visit. 

In the same street of the village, but on the opposite side, a child, 
named Thomas Davis, nine years of age, was a ttacked with vomiting, 
purging, and cramps, early on the morning of Sunday, the 2 -1th ult. 
These symptoms were quickly followed by collapse, from which he 
rallied under the use of brandy in considerable quantity, and war 
suffering from consecutive fever when I saw him on the 28th. 

* See No. 103. 
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ii -.•vi-vcii+A +n tint in which the discos© fiist 

la Ae cottage exaotl^opi^ ^ of williaD1 Merrigan, above- 

appeared, and l M * d eighteen years, was taken ill on 

mentioned, Edwaicl , o k wltk sym ptoms of Clio- 

Monday, the 25tb ult, at Hire > tho Medical Officer, but 

to; He Ue* about nine hours’ illness, 

died at twelve o clock tire sa dj ioQS Biarrlicea. His 

This patient had i ot been aflectc d ^ M her hus- 

mother, Anne Wall, fifty y ar ^ ^ a h 0 ut two boars afterwards 

band stated, on seeing • vom iting, and cramps. Under 

was attacked with viola 1 p g g» | symptoms subsided, 

“ L ” 

ss/s'r.js-. ... *«,»«. -i» w* 

menh and eleven had that^some of the above-described 
I was lnfoimed y . , i f 01 . professional assistance, 

s:s l .°/ xs »«.t« »« ™ ““* i uF “ 

to attend them. T «.l«w the other Medical Officer of 

I was also informed by Dr. Leclerc, tne _otner ^ 26t]l 

the Blackrock and Stillorgan Dispensary John. Doyle, aged 

nit., at nine o’clock, ml, k VaXol He viXl him immediately, 
fifty-five years, living neai Blacl . • . . p een se i ze d with 

and found that about two hours pie y . pj nl j er the treats 
purging and vomiting, accompanies , tlmpatient was conva- 

Leot adopted the disease, was jested, ^ ^ ^ 

lescent on the 2otli nit. no u* „i«vmincr symptoms set m. 

rhcea for fifteen hours before the more a o J £ Blackrock - 
On tbe 2Sth nit. another smular case occ who was taken 

that of Laurence Flanagan, aged se t i, a /mormn' r . When seen 
ill with Diarrhoea at four o clock, ml, , on that jimrv ^ ^ 

hv Dr. Leclerc at eight o clock, A.M., * however, with any 

fuse purging and vomiting, ^“pamed^.howeve^ ^ £ 

other more dangerous^ symptom. 

appeared to he recovering. ■ 0 f +| ie District, I 'was 

With reference to the “ t £ at act i V e measures have 

informed by both of the Medica » t i. e direction of the 

been taken, and are still » ^CdLsing ** 

Committee, for the removal of n •- regard to the 

dwellings of the poor. I may r ®““ ’ . tkat printed notices, in 
notification of the Dispensary ana - -n’istrictsince the appoint- 
Form N, have not been posted through t^ H strict smc U ^ 
ment of the present Committee, nor « the >W\ d f orm . 
notice boards affixed to the Dispensaric 0 y, ec ]ient servant, 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient , 

John Hi u,, Medical Inspector . 



To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



m 2 
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No. 10T — Letter from Dr. Ledwitii, Medical Officer of 
Kingstown Dispensary District. 

Kingstown, October 1, 1854 
Sir, 

■ In reply to your communication of tho 28th of last month 
relative to the case of Peter Byrne, who died of Cholera in Kings’ 
town-avenue on the 23rd of tho same month, I beg to state, for the 
information of the Commissioners,' the case itself, and my reason for 
not informing them of tho circumstance. About half-past six o'clock 
on the morning of the 23rd ult. I was called by the Believing Officer 
to see Peter Byrne, who had been suffering during the night from 
vomiting and purging. On visiting tho patient I found the purging and 
vomiting still going on ; severe spasms of the upper and lower extremi- 
ties; surface of body blue and icy cold; pulse scarcely to be felt; great 
thirst. Every means of rolief were immediately resorted to; I saw 
him every half-hour; and about one, p.m., he rallied a little 
for a short time ; the vomiting and purging having ceased for some 
time, and the pulse beginning to rise, ho expressed himself much 
better. But these favourable symptoms wore of short duration; he 
again began to sink about two o’clock, p.m., and about a quarter to 
three o clock, P.M., he diod. This case having been communicated 
to the members of the Committee by the Believing Officer, a meeting 
was held at the Dispensary at half-past six o’clock, p.m., at which I 
attended and gave a full report of what occurred. The Committee . 
having stated that my report would he forthwith submitted to the 
Commissioners for their information, will, I hope, explain to them 
why I did not do so, as I considered that if I sent another tlio Com- . 
mittee might suppose I was outstepping my duty. I hope this state- 
ment will meet the wishes of the Commissioners, and that they will 
please to inform me if I am to transmit to them directly an account 
of every oase that may arise. The Cholera did not originate in 
Kingstown ; it was brought to it by Byrne’s family from the Kill- 
of-the-Grange, where some deaths had occurred, and had been 
brought to the Kill from Pinglas by some member of Byrne’s family, 
as I had been informed. On the following Monday about half-past 
eleven o'clock, I was called by the Believing Officer to see Frank 
Cowell, aged ten years, son to Julia Cowell who kept the lodging 
house where Byrne died. He bad been suffering all the previous night 
from vomiting, purging, spasms, &c. I found him in a stats of 
collapse, all the symptoms of Cholera having been present. He 
rallied a little by the remedies made use of, and, as I had to attend 
the Dispensary at twelve o’clock, the Believing Officer called in Dr. 
Colgan of Kingstown. I occasionally saw tho patient with him 
during the day, who gradually sunk, and died about seven o’clock, 
p.m. Margaret Grant, aged ten years, living in Oumberland-street, 
was seized with symptoms of Cholera about six o’clock, p.m., same 
evening, but, as I was immediately sent for, the child recovered and 
is now quite well. 

I have the honour to remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 



F. Stanley, Esq, 



Joseph Iepwiih.. 
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No. 108.— Report from Dr. Hill, Medical Inspector. 

22, Ely-place , Dublin , October 2, 1851. 

GENTKElIEIf, ' 

I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, JNo. 
32 186 ’54, of the 28th ultimo, enclosing copy of minutes of pro- 
ceedings of the Committee of Management of the Kingstown Dis- 
pensary District in Eathilowu Union ; and have to report that, in 
compliance with your instructions, I made inquiry on the 30th 
ultimo, respecting the case of Cholera referred to in the minutes of 
the Committee. 

The house in which the case is stated to have occurred is situated 
in Kingstown-avenue, and is occupied by a man named Cowell, who 
lets a part of it to nightly lodgers. On visiting the locality, I ascer- 
tained that oil the evening of Thursday, the 21st ultimo, a man 
named Peter Byrne, aged twenty-nine years, took up liis abode in 
Cowell’s house ; and it was stated, that Byrne had left Kill-of-the- 
ttTange on that day, having just buried. a child who had died of 
Cholera. ' 

Ou the morning of Saturday, the 23rd ultimo, Byrne was attacked 
at au early hour with violent purging and vomiting. He was visited 
between six and seven o’clock, a.m., by Dr. Ledwith, one of the 
Medical Officers of the Kingstown Dispensary, who found him 
labouring under all the symptoms of malignant Cholera. Medical 
treatment had no effect in controlling the disease, and he (lied at 
half-past two o’clock, p.m., on tlie. same day. (See Report, of this 
date, on the subject of Cholera at Kill-of-the-Grangc.*) 

On Monday, the 25tli ultimo, Frank Cowell, aged eight years, 
residing in the house in which Byrne had died, was seized about six 
o’clock, a.m., with purging, vomiting, and cramps. NY h en visited by 
Dr. Ledwith, at eleven o’clock, a.m., he was in a state of complete 
collapse, from which he never rallied, hut died on the same day 
about seven o’clock, p.m., after about thirteen hours’ illness. 

On Friday, the 29th ultimo, Julia Cowell, six years of age, sister 
of the last-mentioned patient, and living in the same house, was 
attacked early ia the morning with vomiting and purging, followed 
by great prostration of strength ; when seen by the Medical Officer, 
soon afterwards, the temperature of the body was natural, and. her 
colour was unchanged. The requisite treatment having been adopted, 
the symptoms were checked, and at the time of my visit there ap- 
peared a reasonable' prospect of her recovery. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

John Hill, Medical Inspector. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 

No. 109 Letter from Dr. Symes, Medical Officer of 

Kingstown Dispensary District. 

1, Sussex-parade, Kingstown, October 6, 1854. 

GsSTLEitEtf, 

I beg to inform you, agreeable to your order . of the 3rd of 
January, 1854, that I have attended two cases of Cholera tbe first 
* See No, loe- - • • 
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. .Mid of the name of Cole, three years old, who was attached on 
Thursday the 28th of September, with purging and vomiting. Her 
1 A»7ref,ised to give any medicine, although she got some from 
Won Oolgan, until evening, when I gave it an opiate draught, 
wbfch settled the stomach. She was quite well on he 1st of Octo- 
her! This child's brother died on the previous Monday, of Cholera; 

D TSSd!" Lacy, aged twenty-five took ill on Wedne, 
,l„v the 4th at seven o’clock in the morning; his friends would not 
Shim any medicine until Thursday. He was then sinking tongue 

a *ss ss.: m. u. 

five o’clock yesterday evening. 

I remain, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Glasoott Syhes. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 

I should have stated, this man Lacy had lived m the same house 
with the Coles, in Kingstown-avenue, until he took ill, when lie went 
to Ho. 3, Lower George’s-streot. 



No. 110. Letter from Dr. Darby, Medical Officer qf the 

Workhouse of Rathdowu. Union. 

Bray, November 6, 1854.- 

SlB ’ In compliance with Circular Ho. 488 M ’54, 21st ultimo I 
have to inform the Commissioners for Belief of the Poor _ m , 
that fourteen cases of Cholera have been under my care nthefti ^ 
Hospital attached to tho Workhouse of the Ratlidown U: o ■ 
those cases occurred in the house, and five were s J ^ 

from different parts of the Union Of the cases the 

house, three died, three have been discliaige ae Wpitalfrom 

three remain under treatment; of the five cases sent tohospdalto^ 
the Union, one died, and four remain under treatment. ^ ^ 
which occurred in the house could not have .^ e ?7 lit ^ s w here 
diseased persons, nor were any of them recently „ 

the disease was known to prevail. Of those si int ■ 
the Union, four were from localities where the c disease “ 
made its appearance, and one from a place (Dun ) 
as I know, the disease had not previously appeared co w 
The symptoms generally "were yomiting, purging; P > 

^rxSuftj ■■■-- - ft!?'*' 

the internal exhibition of mercury, quinine, and nutrirn . 

I have the honour to he, Sir, your most ob ® dlf f)v 

Thomas Dabby, Medml 

To W. Stanley, Esq., Secretary. 
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jii. Report from Dr. Hill, Medical Inspector. 

73, Upper Leeson-street, Dublin, 
November 18, 1854. 

^ I have tie honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, 
Wo 38121, 1854, of the 11th instant, enclosing communications 
from Dr. Darby, the Medical Officer of the Rathdown Union Work- 
house in which he reports the occurrence of cases of Cholera m 
that establishment, and the steps taken by him in consequence; 
and I be<r to inform you that, in compliance with your instructions, 

I visited the Rathdown Workhouse on the 15th instant and having 
met the Medical Officer there, obtained from him the following par- 
ticulars of the cases referred to. 

Thomas Baker, aged nineteen years, a servant, lrv mg in the town 
of Bray— the first patient admitted into the Union Fever Hospital— 
was sent to the Workhouse on the 13th ultimo, at eleven o clock, 
pit. labouring under symptoms of Cholera. The Medical Officei 
accompanied him. It is stated that this patient had, on that morn- 
ing attended the funeral of his father, who had died of Cholera and 
w£ taken suddenly ill, with vomiting and purging, about six 
o’clock in the evening, without previous diarrhoea, .on -being 
abruptly informed that his mother had also died of the disease. 0 
bis arrival at the Workhouse he was in a state of collapse, and the 
other symptoms of Cholera were well marked. The treatment con- 
sisted in the external application of mustard and turpentine, and 
the internal exhibition of sulphate of quina, in doses of five grams 
every second hour, together with an alka line mixture, composed of 
the bicarbonates of soda and potash and the carbonate of 
He died on the 15th ultimo, at two o’clock, p.h. ; the secretion oi 
urine having been totally suppressed from the commencement of his 

illness. • 

James M'Cann, aged forty, a labourer living in Kingstown was 
admitted into the Workhouse Hospital, at six o clock, p.m., on the 
26th ultimo, in a state of complete collapse, having been ill foi seven 
hours previously "witli violent vomiting, purging, an ciamps. _ ’ 

patient had not been affected with premonitory Diarr cea. 
nal stimulants were applied, and two grains of liydiaigyru 
creta administered internally every hour, butwithou success, 
secretion of urine was suppressed up to the period of his death, 
which occurred on the 29th ultimo. . - , T _ fl 

John Cullen, aged fifty-eight years, a pauper inmate of the ism 
Ward in the Rathdown Workhouse, and the first ewe that originated 
in the establishment, was attached with syniptouio o o , 
three o’clock, p.m., on the 26th ultimo. He tad been confim 3 d to 
bed for some time past, owing to general debility, ju a 
affected with premonitory Diarrlicea, or in commumea ion J 

person from the Fever Hospital or other locality w , , , 

had appeared. External stimulants were immedia e 7 ‘ P? £ 

a pill containing two grains of calomel and. a quar er g 
opium given every second horn- followed by internal stimulants, 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




168 



Reports of Cholera Cases. [App. A. 



and. the alkaline mixture above described. Under this treatment 
the symptoms of Cholera subsided, but were succeeded by consecu- 
tive fever of low type, of which he died on the 7th instant. 

Rebecca Shears, aged thirty years, a pauper inmate of the Work- 
house, in the Healthy Women’s Class, was attacked with violent 
vomiting and cramps, unattended with purging, on the 27th ultimo, 
at ten oklock, A.M. Up to this period she had been in apparently 
perfect health. External stimulants were immediately applied, and 
without further treatment she was convalescent on the following day. 

Mary Murphy, aged forty years, a patient in the Workhouse 
Infirmary, where she had been for five weeks under treatment for 
fracture of the forearm, was, without any premonitory symptom, 
attacked with purging, vomiting, and cramps, at one o’clock, p.m, 
on the 27th ultimo. When seen by the Medical Officer, about two 
hours afterwards, the symptoms of Cholera were well marked. 
External and internal stimulants were administered, followed by 
hydrargyrum cum erota, in doses of two grains every third hour, 
and alkaline mixture. In a few hours reaction was established, but 
was succeeded by fever, from which sho has recovered. 

Kate Farrell, aged twenty-five years, an inmate of the Work- 
house, was seized with purging and vomiting, at one o’clock, P.H., 
on the 27th ultimo. She was immediately visited by the Medical 
Officer ; and under the use of internal and external stimulants, the 
symptoms subsided, and she was well on the following day. 

Margaret Goff, aged sixty-three years, an inmate of the Infirm 
Ward in the Workhouse, and confined to her bed with general 
debility, was attacked with purging, followed by vomiting, cramps, 
and other characteristic symptoms of Cholera, at nine o’clock A.M., 
on the 29th ultimo. She was seen by the Medical Officer shortly 
afterwards, at his morning visit; and in addition to the usual exter- 
nal treatment, two grains of liydrarg. c. creta were administered 
every second, hour. She died on the 1st instant. 

It is stated that this patient had not been affected with premoni- 
tory Diarrhoea, hut was so extremely feeble and emaciated, that, 
though registered as sixty-three years of age, she had the appear- 
ance of being upwards of eighty. _ . 

Lucy M'Donnell, aged forty-six years, an inmate of the lunatic 
cells of the Workhouse, was attacked with vomiting and cramp.-; 
unattended with purging, at ten o’clock, A.M., on the 31st ulti»- 
This patient had not been previously affected with Diarrhcoa. ae 
was visited by the Medical Officer at noon, and placed under tit 
same treatment as the last-mentioned patient. On .the next any 
the symptoms subsided, but were followed by consecutive lever, nom 
which she lias recovered. , 

A deaf mute, name unknown, aged about fifty years, and, fore 
considerable period, an inmate of the Workhouse lunatic cells, was 
taken ill, about ten o’clock, A.M., on the 2nd instant, with vonu mg 
and purging. When seen by tbe Medical Officer, about one o e oc ", 
p.m., the symptoms of Cholera were well marked, and she was w 3 
state of collapse. The treatment consisted in the appucauo 
stimulants to the surface, and the internal administration o 
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mins of sulphate of quin a every fourth hour, together with the 
alkaline mixture above described. On the day of my visit she was 
under treatment for consecutive fever, aud appeared likely to recover. 

Christopher Connor, aged thirty years, a labourer living at Black- 
rock was admitted into the Workhouse Hospital, at five o’clock, 
j, M ’on the 4tli instant, lie had been suffering from symptoms of 
Cholera for forty-eight hours, and had been under treatment for the 
disease previously to his admission. lie stated that several persons 
had'died of Cholera in the house in which he had been lodging at 
Blackrock. External stimulants were applied, and a grain of 
hydrarg. c. creta given every hour, followed by a mixture con- 
.tainin Ahrcc grains of sulphate of quina, and three minions of dilute 
sulphuric acid in each dose. 

This case is represented as having been one of great severity j 
but the symptoms yielded to treatment, and were followed by the 
ordinary consecutive fever, from which he recovered, and was dis- 
charged on the 13th instant. 

Peter Cavanagli, aged twenty-six years, a railway mason, living 
in Dalky, was admitted into the Workhouse Hospital on the 4tli 
instant. He had been attacked with Cholera several days pre- 
viously ; had been attended liy a medical practitioner in Dalky, 
and when nearly convalescent had suffered a relapse. On his 
admission to the hospital he was in a state of extreme collapse, hut 
under the use of sulphate of quina, hydrarg. c. creta, alkalies, 
and external stimulants, as employed in the preceding cases, he 
rallied ; and on the day of my visit was suffering from consecutive 
fever, with a prospect of recovery. _ 

Elizabeth Esmond, aged twelve years, an inmate of the Work- 
house, was taken ill, at eight o’clock, a.m., on the 4tli instant, with 
Diarrhoea, followed by cramps, and a strong tendency to collapse. 
In the evening her stomach became extremely irritable. Treat- 
ment : — -External stimulants; a grain of hydrarg. c. creta every 
second hour ; and half an ounce of the alkaline mixture abovo 
mentioned every half-hour. W lien I saw her she was under 
treatment for consecutive fever, and apparently approaching con- 
valescence. In this case the secretion of urine was suppressed for 
three days. 

William Wcekes, aged three years,. an inmate of the convalescent 
ward of the W 7 orkhouse Infirmary, was attacked on the 4tli instant, 
at eight o’clock, a.m., with vomiting, purging, and cramps, quickly 
followed by collapse. His treatment was similar to that employed 
in the last described case, hut he died comatose on the morning of 
the 6th instant. _ 

Patrick G-ibney, aged fifty years, a labourer, sent to the hospital 
from the Dnndrum Dispensary District, was admitted on the Gth 
instant, in a state of collapse, and suffering from the ordinary symp- 
toms of Cholera. Ho was ordered external stimulants, five grains 
of sulphate of quina every second hour, aud two grains of hydrarg. 
c. creta every half-hour. Under this treatment he recovered. 

John Malone, aged five years, an inmate of the Workhouse, was 
seized with Diarrhoea, followed by vomiting, about noon, on the t tli 
instant, He was immediately placed under treatment, consisting of 
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external stimulants, and a grain of liydrarg. c. creta every second 

hour, and recovered. . _ _ r 

Michael Weekes, aged eiglit years, an inmate ot the W orkhouse, 
and brother of William Weekes, mentioned above, was taken ill 
"with vomiting and purging, attended with great exhaustion, about 
the same time as the last patient, John Malone. His treatment was 
precisely similar, and he was convalescent on tlie day of my visit, 
AnnoDurgan, aged eleven years, an inmate of the Workhouse, 
was seized on the morning of the 9tli instant, with symptoms of 
Cholera rapidly followed by collapse. She was ordered external 
stimulants, liydrarg. c. creta, and quinine mixture, with dilute sul- 
phuric acid. When I saw her she was under treatment tor conse- 
cutive fever, and appeared to he progressing favourably. 

Catherine Kane, aged forty-two years, living in Dalkey, was 
admitted into the Workhouse Hospital, at eight o’clock, a.m., on the 
9 th instant, in an advanced stage of Cholera. Her treatment was 
similar to that employed in the last described case, but she died on 
the followin'* day, about twenty hours after her admission. _ This 
patient’s case is referred to in the report of my inquiry in the 
Killiney District, dated the 10th instant. _ 

Patrick Byrne, aged twenty-seven years, a labourer, living in 
Dalkey and the person who accompanied the last-named patient to 
the Workhouse, was admitted at the same time. He was attacked 
with symptoms of Cholera while on the road, and fell down at the 
hospital gate in a state of stupor and collapse, as it is described, 
He had been suffering from Diarrhoea for two or three days pre- 
viously. Hydrarg. o. creta, quinine mixture, and external stimu- 
lants were employed with favourable results ; and after the sub- 
sidence of the more urgent symptoms, consecutive fever set in, from 
which he was nearly convalescent when I saw him. tins patients 
case also is referred to in my Deport of the 10th instant. 

Mary Bochford, aged ten years, an inmate of the W orkhouse, to. 
seized with vomiting, cramps, and slight purging, at ten ocloc-, 

A m ou the 9th instant. She was seen immediately afterwards by 
tlieMedical Officer, and, under the use of hydrarg. c. creta and 
external stimulants, she was convalescent on the next day. 

Ellen Harris, aged thirteen years, ail inmate ot tlie Workhou-e, 
was attacked similarly, about the same hour, on tlie same aay. ae 
was similarly treated, and recovered. . 

Anne White, aged twelve years, an inmate of the W orkhouse, TO 
taken ill at the same time as the last two patients; underwent simi- 
lar treatment, and recovered. . w„,.i.i,„,,« 

Mary Johnson, aged thirty years, an inmate > of the Woikliom , 
was taken ill immediately after breakfast, on the 9th instant, 
violent cramps iu the abdomen, followed by vomiting, but urn - 

pauied with purging. These symptoms quickly yielded to a g 
of hot 'whiskey punch, and a few doses of hydrarg. c. cret , 
the following day she was perfectly well. _ ti, 0 Work- 

Bichard Hand, aged fifty-two years, was admitted into i . 
house hospital, from Blackrock, on the IDth instant, suffen 0 ^ 
purging, vomiting, and cramps, with incipient collapse. , 

that he had been ill with Diarrhcea for four days pi® ? 
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External stimulants, liydrarg. c. ereta, and quinine mixture were 
employed in liis treatment, aud at tire time of my visit, though the 
symptoms had considerably abated, his recovery appeared to be 

^°Mary Tuft, aged forty-five years, sent into hospital from Step- 
aside in Dundram and Glencullen Dispensary District, was admitted 
'at five o’clock, p.M., on the 14th instant, in a state of collapse. She 
ivas moribund at the time of her admission, and no history of her case 
could be obtained. She died at eight o’clock on the next morning. 

Prom the foregoing particulars it appears, that during the inter- 
val between the 13tli ultimo and the 15th instant, twenty-five cases 
of Choleraic disease have been admitted into the Ratlidown Union 
Hospital, sixteen of whom were inmates of the Workhouse, and nine 
inhabitants of various Electoral Divisions of the Union. 

Of the sixteen Workhouse cases, ten have recovered, three have 
died, and three were under treatment at the time of my visit ; and 
of the other nine cases admitted, two have recovered, four have died, 
and three were under treatment. 

b T o case of Cholera, or analogous disease, had occurred in the 
lVorkhonse since the 9 th instant; and the measures adopted by the 
Guardians, on the recommendation of the Medical Officer, with 
reference to the alteration of the diet of the inmates, seem to have 
had a salutary effect. 

I have the honour to bo, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

John Hill, Medical Inspector. 

The Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 



Eathdrdm Union. 

No. 112.— Letter from Dr. McClelland, Medical Officer of 
Newcastle Dispensary District. 

Newtownmounthennedy, November 23, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg to acquaint you that yesterday, at four, p.m., I visited, in 
Kileoole, two persons (husband and wife) affected with Cholera. At 
their own request they were removed to the hospital in Newtown- 
mountkennedy, where the female died this morning at three, a.m. 
The male patient is now suffering from the consecutive fever, but 
with every probability of recovering. 

The symptoms of Asiatic Cholera were strongly marked in both 
cases. 

A daughter of these persons (a weakly woman) left Dalkey * on 
Sunday last, in a panic, and arrived at Kileoole, suffering from 
Diarrhoea, of which she died the following morning, without the 
symptoms of genuine Cholera being developed. 

With the exception of a single case of Diarrhoea, at present in 
the village here, this District has been, of late, unusually free from 
bowel complaints. 

I have the honour to he, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Richabd M'Clelland. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 

* Cholera was prevalent in Dalkey at this time. 
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Eathkeale Union. 

No. 113. Letter from K. D. White, Esq., Medical Officer of 

Askeatoii Dispensary District. 

Aslceaton, April 10, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

At a meeting of tins Dispensary Committee, of Thursday last, 

I presented a list of medicines which I conceived it necessary tote 
supplied with in the event of the spread of Cholera to this District- 
then an anticipation, now a fact. This list was a special one; and 
I pressed upon the Committee the propriety of being prepared for 
the contingency. They quite approved of the step, and sent the 
list forward to the Board of Guardians, from whence it has been 
sent back to the Secretary, with a note requiring the list to he sub- 
mitted again to the Committee at their next meeting, for revisal, us 
to whether the articles and quantities therein mentioned, were not 
unnecessary, particularly the turf ! (which was for Dispensary nse, 
of course, and an ordinary supply). So far, I may leave the matter 
without comment. The Commissioners will, no doubt, form a correct 
judgment of the wisdom of such a course at such a time. 

I have also to state that a case of Cholera (fatal) occurred at 
Ballinacourty, at the eastern boundary of this District, last night. 
The subject of it was an elderly woman, who had been in Limerick 
for a couple of days, in company with some members of her family 
who were leaving for America ; walked home a distance of fifteen 
miles on Saturday ; was seized yesterday, and died last night at 
twelve o’clock. This case did not occur within the hounds of this 
District, but in that of Pallaskenry ; hut was not seen by the 
Medical Officer of that District, nor by me, hut came to my know- 
led tre by my being in attendance in a family with which the womans 
son lived as groom. In the house next to that in which this last- 
mentioned case occurred, I was requested to see a woman similarly 
connected with the same family, who informed me that she also had 
been in Limerick on Friday last, was attacked with purging on 
Saturday, which continued up to the time I saw her this morning 
at ten o’clock, when she vomited once; the discharges were remoud, 
so that I could not judge of their character. This case I am to see 
again to-day, and will he prepared with a further report to-morrow, 
as well as a detail of the treatment. 

I presume it is unnecessary for me to urge upon you, Gentlemen, 
the importance of this subject ; and seek immediate instructions as 
to how I am to proceed in the absence of the supply of medicine^ 
which I deem essential in combating this formidable epidemic. 

I have the honour to he your obedient servant, 

Robert D. White, l.u.c.s.i., 
Medical Officer, Aslceaton Dispensary, liatlikeale Union- 
To the Poor Law Commissioners. 
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No. 114. — Letter from Dr. Enright, Medical Officer of 
Pallaskeury Dispensary District. 

Pallaskenry, April 14, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

I hare to report that at noon on yesterday, the I3th instant, I 
was called on to visit J ohn Shanahan, aged two years and three 
months, residing in this town. I found him lying on his grand- 
mother’s lap ; ho was cold and insensible ; features shrunk ; no 
pulsation to be felt. From the history of his illness, I believe it to 
be a case of Cholera, I ordered a mixture of acetate of lead and 
laudanum ; and that he should be kept as warm as possible in bed. 
I visited again at three, and found him just dying. He was unable 
to use the medicine. 

He is the child of a woman who died of Cholera on the 3rd 
instant at Limerick. He was brought to this place on the 5th, by 
his grandmother. He poutinned well up to Sunday, the Oth, when 
ho was attacked with a purging and vomiting. He was buried at 
daybreak this morning, 

Thomas Enright, Medical Officer. 

To the Poor Paw Commissioners. 



No. 115. — Report from Dj'^Geary, Medical Inspector. 

Limerick, April 15, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg leave to report, that in accordance with the instructions ' 
conveyed in the Commissioner’s Letter of the 12th instant, I th ia 
day inquired into the sanitary state of the Dispensary Districts of 
Pallaskeury and Askeaton ; and having ascertained the particulars 
of the cases noted in Dr. White’s communication, it appears that 
Johanna Upton, aged fifty-five years, had been at Limerick to see 
her daughter, an emigrant on hoard the “ Cloasina,” sailing thence 
to America, and returned to Ballinaeourty ou Friday evening, the 
ith instant. While on board the vessel she witnessed Mary Harris, 
an emigrant, being attacked with Cholera, which frightened her 
an< ^ a k° u *' mid-day on Sunday, the 9th, she was attacked 
with Cholera, and died the same night. On the 10th, a relative of 
Uptons, M. Naughton, residing in a detached house, but quite close 
to that in which Upton was ill and died, was attacked with Cholera, 
and is now recovered. This woman had been also in Limerick, and 
on board the emigrant vessel “ Cloasina. ” 

Both cases occurred at Milltown, in the Electoral Division of 
adletown, in the Pallaskeury Dispensary District. In this District, 
and m the town of Pallaskeury, two other cases of Cholera have 
a w appeared, viz. : — John Shanahan, aged two and a-half years, 
was brought from Limerick by his grandmother to her own home at 
askenry, on Wednesday, the 5th ; was attacked with Cholera on 
e morning of the 13th, and died same day. This child’s mother 
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died m Limerick of Cholera, immediately previous to his -removal, 
having been attacked at Vise’s fields, where she and her husband, 
who is a labourer in the docks, lived. 

In the same house, a woman and her child lodged. This poor 
woman, Catherine Molony, aged thirty years, stated to me that when 
she saw little Shanahan attacked with Clio era she “was seized with 
treat fears that her own infant would take the disease, that she 
could not overcome her feelings ; and she was attacked with purging 
and vomiting on Friday, the 14tli, when she was attended by Br. 
Enright the District Medical Officer, and she is now m consecutive 

fever! Her infant has, as yet, escaped. . 

A lady residing in the village lias been attacked with Choleraic 
Diarrhma yesterday, which has yielded to opiates. 

It thus appears that four cases of . Cholera have occurred m the 
PaUaskenry Dispensary District within the. week ending the 14th, 
of which two died, one recovered, and one is still m the balance. 

Under these circumstances, the Medical Officer had written to 
Mr DeVere, the Chairman of the Dispensary District Committee, 
requesting the advice and co-operation of that body. 

With the exception of the cases of Cholera, now enumerated, 
the Medical Officer states that the health of the District is. most 

O’Neill «.d a. M«M«g 

I examined the dwellings and rere premises of nearly all the houses 
in to Tillage; and although it is stated that much exertion 
been made to cause an abatement of nuisances, and the pupa- 
tion of the dwellings, I regret to inform the 
its size it affords a larger numher of cesspools m the l ere yards, mu 
of a Character as ofLsive as any which have heen « 
observed hv me. Some manure collections exist, and pig 

t“ !.*.!,.»« “tc u 2T.5"S 

attention ; toil- contents to bo removed, the pits P untl “ 
quick-lime ; and the interior of the houses require 
1 In the Askeaton Dispensary District no case of Cholera has tee 

I carefully examined the interior and rere 
of premises in the town of Askeaton, accompanied y 
stable Spillane and the Medical Officer. . . 

It would bo difficult to convey a thorough idea 
state in which many of the dwellings were found 
occupying the same common room as the family, wn , ^ 

cookfeatfand sleep ; and it is stated that much ^exertion » 
made to remedy this state of matters, u m ■ * e ^ding acd 

several small premises greatly overcrowded, while^e^ ^ 
furniture were in the most filthy and revolting ^ w 

the miserable dwellings in Muscle-lane, I fom J d 0 i J^alewi 
small rooms, directly communicating— m one, °°f * ' °L l m enib®, 
old rags were kept, while the family, consisting o^er.wlna 8 

lived and carried on their culinary arrangements in til ^ ^ 

they all slept. Several houses were stated by the P 
have been limewaslied for some years. sanitary 

There are few places- where the operations of 
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are more imperatively called for than Askeaton town ; and unless 
active means are speedily resorted to, it is to he feared that the 
inhabitants will have but too much reason to regret their inattention 
to those measures, of cleanliness and comfort, which are known to 
offer a favourable safeguard against the epidemic, which has already 
approached them so closely. 1 

I have the honour to bo, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

William J, Geary, m.d Medical Inspector. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



No. 116. — Letter from Dr. Enright, Medical Officer of 
Pallaskenry Dispensary District. 

Pallaskenry, April 15, 1854. 

GENTLEMEN, 

I have to report that a second case of Cholera occurred in the 
house in which John Shanahan died on the 13th instant, on yester- 
day evening, in the person of Catherine Molony, aged thirty years. 
On my visiting her at five o’clock on yesterday evening she had had 
purging and vomiting for two hours ; her skin was cold and clammy • 
cramps in the legs; no pulsation at the wrists. ’ 

Dr. Geary, Medical Inspector, has seen her this day. 

This woman was not from home for the last two months, nor had 
she any communication with any one having Cholera, except the 
aforementioned child, John Shanahan. 

She has rallied a good deal this evening. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Thomas Enright, Medical Officer. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



ISo. 117 — Letter from Dr. Enright, Medical Officer of 
Pallaskenry Dispensary District. 

„ Pallaskenry, April 18, 1S54. 

Gentlemen, 

I have to report, that the Widow "Fitzgerald, residing in this 
own, was taken ill of Cholera this morning at four o’clock. 

She is the grandmother of J ohn Shanahan, aged two and a half, 
who died of the same disease on the 13th instant, and resided in the 
same house, and in which Catherine Molony is still ill, but conva- 
lescent 

'Thomas Enright, Medical Officer. ■ 
To the Poor Law Commissioners. 
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Scariff Union. 



No. 118 .— Letter from Dr. Roe, Medical Officer of 
Annacariga Dispensary District. 

Killaloe, May 4, 1854, 

SlB ’ I be" to report, that I was called on last evening to visit a man 
named Joseph Geogliegan, (a pensioner residing at Calahy, Electoral 
Division of Caherhurley, in this Dispensary District,) whom I found 
dead on my arrival. From. the symptoms under which he laboured, 
I consider it was a caso of Cholera. He had been in Limerick a few 
days previously, since which time ho did not find himself well. 
Conformable with your Circular of tlio 3rd January last, I make 

this report. „ , .. , . 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Robert L. RpE, Medical i 
Secretary, Poor Paw Commissioners. 



No. 119. — Extract from Letter from Dr. Roe, Medical 
Officer of Annacariga Dispensary District. 

Killaloe, May 7, 1854. 

’ I am in receipt of your communication of yesterday’s date, and 
in reply beg to state, that I was called on late on Friday night to 
visit the wife of tlio pensioner alluded to in . my letter of tue 4lh 
instant, whom I found labouring under malignant Cholera; she 
was'yisited by mo again on this morning, and is somewhat better. 
I should hope tlio disease will not spread, as it can be clearly traced 
to tlio husband’s connexion with Limerick, and their house is mue 

isolated. . T 

As to the general sanitary condition of the district, I can rep 
most favourably, and little or no Diarrhoea has come under niy no ice, 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Robert L. Roe, Medical Officer. 

Secretary, Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 



No. 120.— Report from Dr. Geary, Medical Inspector. 

Killaloe, May 26, 1854. 
Annacariga Dispensary District. 

I bog* leave to acknowledge the receipt of both communications. 
Nos. 16,235 and 15,567, in reference to the occurrence ? f ; 

lera in the above-named Dispensary District ; and having tins y 
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quired into tlie facts on the premises occupied by the deceased, 
have the honour to report that — 

Joseph Geoghegan, aged sixty years, a pensioner residing at 
Citlahy, Electoral Division of Calierhurly, whore he was engaged as 
caretaker to the burial ground purchased by the Guardians of the 
Scariff Union, about half a mile distant from the village of Tom- 
greany, went to Limerick, where Cholera was then prevalent, on 
the 1st of May, instant, accompanied by his brother, who had only 
recently come from England to sec him. He remained in Limerick 
till the 3rd, residing while there at the New-street, in the St. Mary’s 
Sub-Dispensary District; on the afternoon of which day lie returned 
home, in apparent good health, and was seized with purging, vomit- 
ing, and cramps, about three o’clock, p.m., which continued with in- 
creasing intensity till about four o’clock, a.m., on the 4tb,when lie died. 

The Master of the Union Workhouse, on hearing of Geoghegan’s 
illness, sent a messenger to Hogan, the Believing Officer, ac- 
quainting him of tlio fact, and requesting that the District Medical 
Officer might be called upon without delay, which intimation was 
promptly acted upon, and a special communication forwarded to Dr. 
R,6e, a distance of ten statute miles. Tiie Medical Officer came with 
the least avoidable delay that circumstances admitted of; but 
Geoghegan bad expired a short time previous to his arrival. 

Anne Geoghegan, aged forty years, wife . of J osepli, underwent 
considerable fatigue and anxiety during the illness of her husband, 
and at the time of his burial. She was attacked with purging, vom- 
iting, and cramps, on the afternoon of the 4tli, after returning from 
the funeral, but the Medical Officer’s assistance was not sought till 
late on the evening of the 5th, when he appears to have promptly 
attended; two subsequent visits were paid by him, and the woman 
is now quite restored. 

It does not appear that she was from home for some lengthened 
period previous to lier illness, nor had she communication with any 
person attacked with Cholera except^her husband. 

Of two female children who resided with the parents, the younger, 
Mary Anne, aged six years, was attacked with Choleraic Diarrhoea 
on the 6th, which yielded to treatment ; tlie elder child continues well. 

The cabin in which they reside is of the most miserable, descrip- 
tion, and requires to be cleansed and whitewashed. It is situate on 
the burial ground, at the point most , distant from that where the 
interments occur. Hero were deposited the remains of the victims 
of the epidemio of 1848-9, and Union paupers continue to be buried 
there at present; the ground, two acres in extent, having been pur- 
chased by tlie Guardians for that purpose. 

Ho other cases of Cholera, so far as I could learn, have occurred m 
the Union. 

In reference to the sanitary state of the district, I. beg to add, 
that accompanied by Head-Constable Ross, I examined a laige 
number of the houses and back premises at the town of Killaloe, 
"where, it appears that much has been effected in . causing tlie 
removal of nuisances through the agency of the police. In that 
part called “ John’s-lane,” much wretchedness exists; the cabins 
are very filthy and overcrowded ; and it is stated, that several 
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of them have not been limcwashed for periods varying f rom t TO 
to four years. The same was stated of “ Carrig’s-lane,” where 
pigs, and in some instances asses, wore found to occupy the apart- 
ment used by the family; the same may bo stated of parts of 
“Abbey-street,” and on the whole, the amount of poverty, and want 
of domestic comforts of the most ordinary kind, may bo said to equal 
anything of the kind in Ireland. In some butchers’ stalls, parts of 
promises occupied by the inmates, and in the same apartments as 
their food was cooked and partaken of, and adjoining which they 
slept, I found calves slaughtered, and the floor saturated with the 
blood. The Head-Constable informed me, that bo served several 
notices on tlic Guardians in reference to existing nuisances, but that 
no steps were taken thereon to cause the same to be abated. It is 
also stated that very many of the occupants are so very reduced in 
circumstances as to bo unable to purchase lime for wbitewashiug- 
a process of purification urgently needed in a great number of in- 
stances observed by me. 

The village of Scariff was examined by mo to-day, accompanied 
by Dr. Sampson and Head-Constable Taylor. It appears that effective 
steps have been taken to cause the removal of nuisances from the 
greater number of premises ; some still exist, including those of two 
butchers, who not alono kill tho animals in apartments ordinarily oc- 
cupied by themselves, but deal in bones and old rags, causing stenches 
of the most overcoming kind. The houses of many poor people 
are wretchedly circumstanced, sadly in want of being limewashed. 
It was stated that a large number of the bouses were not cleansed 
by whitewashing since the epidemic visitation of 1848-9, and their 
present filthy condition amply testifies to tho representation; and 
overcrowding of promises was observed in very many instances. 

The sanitary state of both Districts, in reference to health, is 
represented as being very good. 

I have the honour to bo. Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

William J. Geabt, ju>. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 



Tolla Union. 

No. 121. — Letter from Dr. Nihill, Medical Officer of Kil- 
kishen Dispensary District. 



ICilhishen Dispensary District, Tutta Union, 
March 30, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

I have to inform you that I attended a case of Cholera at Kil- 
kishen on this morning. Tho patient is the wife of a soldier. She 
arrived in Kilkishon from Dublin on Tuesday night, and was attacked 
with Cholera on Wednesday night about twelve o’clock. She is at 
present in a state of collapse. A meeting of the Dispensary Com- 
mittee is summoned for to-morrow to put in force any means that 
may be necessary. 



I am, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

John Nihill, Medical Officer. 
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Mo. 122 .— Report from Dr. Geary, Medical Inspector. 

Limerick, April 2, 1S54. 



Gentlemen, . . . . . 

I be^ leave to inform tlie Commissioners that, in accordance 
with their letter of the 31st March, I yesterday attended at Kil- 
kislien Dispensary District, with the view of inquiring into the par- 
ticulars attending the case of Cholera reported by the Medical 
Officer and examining into the sanitary condition of that District, 
and having obtained all the information available, have the honour 
to report, that Catherine Rolls, aged twenty-nine_ years, arrived at 
Kilkishen, where her family reside, on Tuesday night, about seven 
o’clock, p.m., from Limerick, where she had been staying for three 
days, on her way from Dublin j appeared then to bo in her usual 
good’ health, and so continued till midnight on Wednesday, the 29th, 
when she was seized with purging, vomiting, and cramps, and 
quickly ran into collapse. Was seen by the Medical Officer of the 
District immediately on his being sent for, who sedulously attended 
till mid-day on Thursday, the 30tli, when she sunk. 

Catherine Rolls was the wife of private Rolls of the 55th Regi- 
ment who is the servant of Liout.-Col. Doyle, late of Dublin, and 
now attached to the Turkish Auxiliary Force. On her husband’s 
leaving Dublin, with his master, for Constantinople, sho came down 
to remain with her mother and friends at Kilkishen, to which place 
her mother had proceeded with her three children from Dublin about 
ten days previously. , 

On arriving at Limerick, Mrs. Rolls slept at ec Vi ze s fields, (\vliere 
Cholera prevailed during the last epidemic, and is now prevailing) 
at the house of a friend, the wife of an army pensioner, named 
Hanly. I have been at the place, and it appears that cases of Cholera 
have recently occurred in tlie houses at either side of that in which 
Catherine Rolls remained ; but there is no determining whether she 
had actual contact or communication -with any person ill with the 
disease. 

Her mother informed me at Kilkishen that she eat salted herrings 
and potatoes for her dinner on the evening of Wednesday, the 29th, 
and that she was not accustomed to that class of food. It further 
appears, that Catherine Rolls originally came to Dublin from Man- 
chester on Friday, the 9tli ult. _ 

No other cases of Cholera occurred in the Kilkishen Dispensary 
District, and the general health of tlie residents is stated to he veiy 

S Accompanied by Constable Howard, I examined nearly all the 
premises and houses in the village, and found several heaps ot 
manure and cesspools to the reres of the houses, and. pigs kept in 
the very dwellings. The houses require whitewashing and puri- 
fying with lime. . , , c * 

At the village of O’Callaghan’s Mills, accompanied by Sergeant 
Higgins, the several houses and yards were examined, andrequnea 
to be cleared of heaps of manure and offensive collections of water— 
the houses and yards being very filthy and requiring to be w 1 e- 
wasked, 

n 2 
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Tho Committee of Management held a meeting on the 31st nit. 
and called upon the Constabulary and Relieving Officer to take im- 
mediate steps for the abatement of nuisances. It was further 
resolved, “ to look after a house at Clonlea, to he taken for a tempo- 
rary Cholera Hospital.” This subject has yet to ho submitted for 
the consideration of the Board of (iuardians ; and I have reason to 
believe that Mr. O’Connell, j.i>., will use active measures for im- 
proving the sanitary condition of both the villages referred to. 

I have tho honour to bo, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
William J. Geabt, h.d., Medical Inspector. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 



No. 123. — Letter from Dr. Nihill, Medical Officer of Kit 
lrishen Dispensary District. 

April 1C, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

Pending tho arrangements of tho Sanitary Committee, I beg 
leave to send the above return, and have to remark, that these cases 
occurred in one family; that tho disease was brought from limerick 
by some members of the family, and appears to have been commu- 
nicated to tho others ; tho father of the family died before medical, 
aid was called for ; tho others are recovering ; and there has been 
no new case since Friday, tho 14th inst. 

Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

John Niiiill, Medical Officer. 



No. 124 — Letter from Dr. Bunton, Medical Officer of 
Quin Dispensary District. 

Newmarket-on-Fergus, May 1, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

Permit me to call your attention to a case of Cholera that 
occured in this neighbourhood on last Saturday ; it was not within 
my Dispensary District, hut midway between Newmarket and Quin. 

The subject of it was a man who, it appears, was after returning 
from Limerick the night previous, but did not complain until the fol- 
lowing morning, when he was seized with the premonitory symptoms. 

I visited him on that day about four o’clock, r.M., and he lived 
until Sunday morning, making the period of his illness about twenty- 
four hours. 

I shall be glad to give you any further information you think 
necessary. 

I have the honour to he, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Thomas Bustok. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 
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No. 125. — Letter from Dr. Bdnton, Medical Officer of 
Quin Dispensary District. 

Quin, May 4, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

I received yours of the 2nd inst., in reference to the man who 
died of Cholera in this neighbourhood; and in reply I beg to inform 
you that the following were the symptoms pereeptihle when I visited 
him : — 

The vomiting and purging (which I was informed was quite 
thin, and of a pale colour) had entirely ceased ; the countenance was 
collapsed ; the eyes were sunk and glassy ; the pulse scarcely to he 
felt; great prostration of strength, and loss of heat. He complained 
of dreadful pains in his loins, and seemed to suffer from congestion 
of the brain. The following was the treatment I adopted, viz., 
sinapisms over the stomach and to the calves of the legs, and a 
blister to the hack of his neck. I ordered him fowl broth and cam- 
phor mixture, with aromatic spirit of ammonia. Ho never rallied, 
hut died on the following morning. 

I have the honour to he. Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Teomas Bunton. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 



No. 126. — Report from Dr. Geary, Medical Inspector. 

Limerick, May 22, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your communication, 
No. 12,412; and having this day collected the facts in reference to 
the appearance of Cholera in the family of Magrath, residing at 
Kilmurry, Electoral Division of Rosroe, being the parties alluded to 
in the letter of Dr. Nihill, have now the honour to transmit same. 

From the information obtained at their dwelling fromthesurviving 
members of the family, it appears that, William Magrath, aged sixty 
years, and Mary Magrath, aged sixty years, his wife, accompanied 
by their daughter “Anne,” came to Limerick, on Monday, 3rd April, 
with the view of seeing another daughter who was emigrating 
on hoard the “ John Muir” to America. William returned home on 
the same evening. 

Mary, the mother, and Anne slept on board the vessel; and Anne 
states that, accompanied by a girl named Mallow, she went on board 
the “Jessy” emigrant ship which lay near the “John Muir;” and 
that while there she was informed that a female emigran t had been 
removed from that vessel in Cholera. This occurred on Tuesday, 
the 4tli, on which day Anne was attacked, while in Limerick, with 
Diarrhoea, which troubled her much on the way home during that 
day. The Diarrhceal attack became so severe tlfht she was obliged 
to take to her bed on Thursday, the Gth; and although she did not 
run into collapse, the affection persisted for several days, and was 
still severe on Sunday, the 9th, when the father was attacked with 
Cholera, of which he died on the afternoon of the same day. 
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The family wore not, however, sufficiently alarmed by these 
occurrences to require the presence of the District Medical Officer, 
who was not summoned till the morning of the 10th, when Margaret 
Magrath, aged twenty, was seized with purging, vomiting, andcrampa, 
and when he found the father dead, and. Anne running fast into 
collapse. 

On Friday, the 14th, Mary Magrath, the mother, and Bridget 
Magrath, another daughter, aged thirty years, were attached with 
Choleraic Diarrhoea. 

It was mentioned that salted fish was brought with them on their 
return from Limerick, and that all the family had partaken of it 
with boiled potatoes on Tuesday evening, the 4tli, after their arrival 
at home. 

Of the five members attacked four recovered, one died, viz.;— 

■William Magrath, aged sixty years, died. 

Mary Magrath, aged sixty years, recovered. 

Anne Magrath, aged twenty-five years, recovered. 

Margaret Magrath, aged twenty years, recovered. 

Bridget Magrath, aged thirty years, recovered. 

I find, on referring to my notes, that one case of Cholera was 
admitted into St. John’s Hospital on the 4th, from the “Jessy,” 
being the day Anne Magrath stated she was on hoard that vesseL 

William Magrath, the deceased, was an itinerant inoculator, who 
was made amenable for the offence, and confined more than once 
under the order of the local Justices, in the county gaol of Clare. 
The premises occupied by his family are very healthily circum- 
stanced, although of dimensions far too circumscribed for the nnmhei 
of inmates. Several houses are locator! quite contiguous to Magrath's, 
but no case of Cholera, other than those enumerated herein, have 
appeared there; and the condition of the District, in a sanitary 
point of view, is stated by Dr. Hibill to bo very good. 

The manure collections observed at the period of my former a- 
spection, have been removed from the village of Kilkishen, an! 
purification by limewashing has been well carried out. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
William J. Geaet, m.d., Medical LKpsctor. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 



Waterford Union. 

No. 127.-— .Report from Dr. Purcell, Medical Inspector- 

Carriclc-on-Suir, Sunday Morning, 
October 1, 1854. 

Gentmmek, . . 

I beg to inform you that I have this morning received 
from a medical friend of mine in Waterford, reporting a c 
decided Asiatic Cholera there ; . a female that arrived per s > 
“ Camilla,” from Bristol, yesterday morning. _ ... n. 

She was immediately removed to the sheds in connexion vn 
fever hospital ; and he states, when ho saw her, she was in o ap* 
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The letter I received gives no further information on the subject. 
I, therefore, purpose going there to-morrow, and shall report fully 
to you in reference to the case. 

I was in the city of "Waterford on yesterday, and made a sanitary 
inspection, and found it clean and healthy. Some cases of Diarrhoea 
had occurred, but none of an unusual kind. 

The case of Cholera alluded to above was not reported ; nor was 
it known at the hour I left, or I should have heard of it. 

I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
John E. Pueoell, Medical Insjoector. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, 

Custom Rouse, Dublin. 



Ho. 128 Letter from Dr. Mackesy, Honorary Secretary 

of Waterford Dispensary Committee. 

47, Lady-lane, Waterford, October 1, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

I have the honour to report to you that I visited yesterday morn- 
ing, on board the “Camilla,” Bristol steam-packet, immediately on 
her arrival, a female deck passenger, in the deep collapse of malig- 
nant Cholera. I had her removed from the forecastle cabin, in 
which she was lying, to the cholera ward of our fever hospital, with 
as little delay as possible. She died at six o’clock, P.M., yesterday 
evening (the 30th September). She was in such a state of insensi- 
bility, when visited on board the “Camilla,” that I could get hut little 
information from her. 

The following are the particulars, as far as I have been able to 
ascertain : — She was a widow, aged about forty years ; had been to 
Cardiff to see her son, where, I am told, Cholera is prevalent. She 
embarkedonboardthe “ Camilla,” at Bristol, on F riday, the 2 9 th, about 
noon, shortly prior to the vessel’s departure for Waterford, having 
come up from Cardiff to Bristol in a steam-vessel that morning or 
the evening before; she was then in apparently good health. One of 
the passengers observed her bowels being affected about eight or 
nine o’clock on Priday evening ; and early on Saturday morning, 
about two to three o’clock, she was attacked with cramps, and soon 
fell into the collapse she was in when I visited her. She was moved 
to the fever hospital before twelve o’clock, noon, and died at six 
o’clock, I.M. 

As Honorary Secretary of the Waterford Dispensary Committee, 
and as a medical man of some standing, I beg to say, that I have 
seen several cases of bilious Cholera, with great sinking of the 
powers of life. We may, therefore, fear that there is some atmos- 
pheric influence predisposing to the disease ; and consequently there 
is more cause for apprehension from the introduction of a case of 
malignant Cholera. 

I should hope that it will not be necessary at present to issue a 
Cholera Order for this district. The large number of members of the 
Waterford Dispensary Committee, and all the clergymen, physicians. 
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surgeons, and apothecaries, of the city, having recently been 
appointed wardens, affords a facility for obtaining dispensary tickets 
that renders any further extension unnecessary ; and a Cholera Order 
might cause panic, and be a means of preventing the surroundincr 
gentry from driving into town, which would he highly injurions tu 
the shopkeepers. 

I enclose my observations to the last Board of Guardians. 
Relative to sanitary measures, much is doing here ; . and I am 
anxious to ascertain the extent the Medical Officer of the Dispensary 
is expected to visit and report on nuisances, and the manner and 
amount of remuneration. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your most obedient and very 
humble servant, 

Thomas L. Macksst. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 

Enclosure in No, 128. 

WaTEREORD BoARt> 03? GuARBIANS, SEPTEMBER 28, 1854. 

At the usual weekly meeting of the Board of Guardians of this 
Union, the following were tho members present: — M. D. Ilassard, 
Esq.,J.P.(n.v.o.), inthe Chair; Dr. Mackesy, j.p. ; Messrs. T.W. Jacob, 
W. Feet, J. IV. Strangman, J. S. Richardson, R. Grant, J. Carroll, 
A.' Cadogan, A. Mackey, W. Blane, T. Dillon, M. Roberts, I, Bogan, 
J. Penrose, and P. Kiely. 

Tho Clerk having read the minutes of last board day, read the 
medical reports. 

Dr. Mackesy then said, that ho was very happy to say, that in 
carrying out tho sanitary measures through the city, the Dispensary 
Committee had had the valuable aid of the police. The sub-inspector, 
Mr. Fitzgerald, had also most kindly promised him, that for tie 
future tho services of tho police would he at the disposal of tie 
Committee (hear, hear) in carrying out those regulations, lie 
Committee had also agreed to meet once, each Tuesday, in tho week, 
so a,s to he able to meet tho magistrates at Petty Sessions on tie 
Friday following with any complaints they might have. A great 
deal of the nuisance in tho city arose from the state of the sewers 
leading from houses to tho main sewer in the streets ; and it was 
useless to have the main sewers kept in proper order, if those other 
so wei's were not also looked after. In his opinion, persons receiving 
rents from those houses ought to see to this, for if they bad rights 
as conuected with property, they had also duties to perform; and 
he thought it right to make these observations, as they would go to 
the public through the press. And certainly where the sewerage 
was not properly looked after by those persons, the Mayor and 
Corporation ought to get it done. 

Chairman — In all the cases that came before the bench last Friday, 
it was the inferior sewers that were in bad order, and not the main 
sewers. 
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jf 0 , 129 Report from Dr. Purcell, Medical Inspector. 

Waterford , October 2, 1854, 

Gentlemen, .it 

I have tlie honour to further inform you, -with reference to the 
case of Cholera which arrived, per steamer “ Camilla,” from Bristol, 
here on Saturday morniug last, at eleven o’clock, A.M., that I have 
this day made inquiry, and the facts are as follows : — _ 

Ellen Morrissy, a widow, forty years of age, a native of Strad- 
hally, in this county, travelled on Wednesday last in company with 
a woman named Margaret Hartery, wife to a blacksmith resident 
in Waterford, by train, from Abel-dare to Cardiff, in Wales. They 
stopped at a friend’s house at Cardiff, where there happened to be 
Cholera. Towards evening they became frightened, left the house, 
and went to a lodging-house. 

They had for supper that night potatoes and milk, and both 
slept in the same bed. In tlio course of the night, the Widow 
Morissy was attacked with severe purging and vomiting ; she, how- 
ever, got better on Thursday, and they went, by steamer, from Cardiff 
to Bristol, whore they slept again together, and had bread, cheese, 
and porter, for supper. Mrs. Hartery states that Morrissy frequently 
complained during that day of being very weak, and looked very ill. 

On Friday morning last, at nine o’clock, A.M., they went on board 
the “Camilla,” at Bristol, as deck passengers. After being some time 
at sea (which was very rough), Morrissy was again attacked with 
purging and vomiting ; and about ten o’clock, P.K., Hartery found 
her on the stairs, as if endeavouring to reach the water-closet. She 
was then groaning, and apparently dying. Hartery informed the 
captain of her condition, who instantly took her to the galley-fire, 
had her feet stuped in hot water, and sent her below. Hartery 
became frightened, and visited her only once when below ; when, as 
she states, she found her roaring, frothing, and calling for drink. 

Immediately on the arrival of the steamer or. the quay of \\ ater- 
ford, she was visited by Dr. Mackesy, wlio found her in deep 
collapse. He had her conveyed to the sheds attached to the Union 
Fever Hospital, and placed under the care of Dr. Conolly, the Medical 
Officer of that iustitution. She did not purge after she entered the 
hospital, hut vomited twice, from the effect of a mustard emetic. 
She died at six o’clock, P.M., same evening. 

I have been at the Waterford Dispensary, and find that there are 
still some cases of bilious Diarrhoea attended with considerable 
prostration. 

I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
John F. Purcell, Medical Inspector. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, 

Custom House, Dublin. 
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Bailiebqro’ Union, 

No. 130.— Report from Dr. Hill, Medical Inspector. 

22, My-place, Dublin, October 20, 1851. 

'Gentlemen, 

I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your letter Ho 
34,267, 1854, of the 11th instant, enclosing a communication from 
Dr. M'Gahan, Medical Officer of the Kingscourt Dispensary District 
in Bailieborough Union, respecting the occurrence of two cases of 
Cholera in that District ; and have to report that, in compliance 
with your instructions, I made inquiry on the 17th instant, into the 
particulars of tho cases referred to, and as to the sanitary condition 
of tho District. 

The first case mentioned in Dr. M'Gahan’s letter, and which was 
also the first that has occurred in the District, was that of Mrs. 
Farrelly, aged thirty-five years, the wife of a respectable shopkeeper 
residing in the village of Kingscourt. She was not a Dispensary 
patient, but was attended by Dr. M'Gahan, and seen in consultation, 
by Dr. Hans Fleming of Carrickmacross. 

Mrs. Farrelly, who was far advanced in pregnancy, was attacked 
about midnight, on Thursday, the 5th instant, with violent vomiting 
and purging. At 10 o’clock the next morning she was visited by 
Dr. M'Gahan, who found her cold and livid, with a scarcely percep- 
tible pulse, and suffering from occasional vomiting, purging, and 
cramps. External stimulants were immediately applied, and acetate 
of lead and opium administered internally, followed at a subsequent 
period of the day by calomel in doses of two grains, repeated every 
hour. The treatment appeared to have no effect in controlling the 
sypmtoras ; and she died on Saturday, the 7th instant, at 3 o’clock, 
R.M., having given birth to a still-born child about an hour previ- 
ously. She was buried on Monday, the 9th instant. 

In this case there was no evidence to show that the disease had 
been communicated to the patient by any other person, or by a visit 
to an infected locality : she had not been affected with premonitory 
Diarrhoea, and on the evening before her attack was, apparently, 
in perfect health. Her friends attributed her illness to her having 
eaten herrings for supper, about an hour before going to bed. 

The second case reported by Dr. M'Gahan, was that of Charles 
Seilly, aged forty years, a labourer, of intemperate habits, residing 
in the village of Kingscourt. On Saturday, the 7th instant, he went 
to Bailieborough, as I was informed, where he drank a considerable 
quantity of whiskey ; and on his return to Kingscourt that evening, 
attended Mrs. Farrelly’s wake. Ho remained at the wake, drinking 
largely of spirits, until Sunday morning, when ho took breakfast at 
Mr. Farrelly’s house, and soon afterwards went home. Between 11 
and 12 o’clock on Sunday night he was seized with vomiting and 
purging ; but no attention was paid to him by his friends, as these 
symptoms were supposed to he the effects of the spirits he had drank. 
On Monday morning, the 9th instant, no amendment in his condition 
having appeared, Dr. M'Gahan was sent for j and on his visiting 
him about 10 o’clock, a.m., he found him in a state of complete col- 
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lapse ; tlie breath, as well as the surface of the body, being quite 
cold and the heart’s impulse imperceptible even with the aid of the 
stethoscope. The most active stimulants failed to produce the 
slightest reaction ; and he died at 6 o’clock, p.ji., on the same day. 

Subsequently to the date of Dr. M'Gahan’s letter, the following 
cases have occurred in the village of Kingscourt. 

Mary Beilly, about thirty-five years of age, wife of Charles Beilly 
the last-iuentioned patient, and a person of delicate constitution, 
was attacked on Monday, the 9th instant, a few hours after her 
husband’s death, with a fainting fit, supposed to have been the result 
of alarm and grief. During the night she was seized with purging 
and vomiting, followed by cramps ; but no application was made 
for medical assistance until the next day, Tuesday, between 11 and 
12 o’clock, when Dr. M'Gaban, who happened to be passing her 
house, was stopped on the road and requested to see her. He states 
that, he found her suffering from well-marked symptoms of Cholera, 
and in a state of collapse. Under the use of internal and external 
stimulants, she rallied a little during the night, but died on the 
following day, the 11th instant, at S o’clock in the afternoon. 

Downey, twenty-six years of age, a respectable tradesman 

living in the village of Hingscourt, was attacked with purging and 
vomiting about 11 o’clock on the night of Monday the 9th instant, 
having attended the funeral of Mrs. Farrelly, above mentioned, on 
the morning of that day. In a few minutes after the commence- 
ment of his illness he was visited by the Medical Officer, who 
succeeded in arresting the progress of the symptoms by the admin- 
istration of brandy and laudanum ; and on the next morning the 
patient was convalescent. 

No other case of a similar nature had subsequently occurred at 
Kingscourt, up to the period of my visit ; and the Medical Officer 
informed me that the District was generally healthy, that very few 
cases of Diarrhoea had been for some time past under treatment ; 
and that measles and hooping-cough were the diseases chiefly pre- 
valent among the poor. 

He also stated that, the Constabulary have been actively engaged 
in enforcing the suppression of nuisaneeB throughout the District j 
and that application had been recently made to the Board of 
Guardians for a supply of lime to he distributed to the poor, for 
the purpose of whitewashing the interior of their dwellings. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

John Hili, Medical Inspector. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 
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Ballymoney Union. 

No. 131 Beport from Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

Delfcist, December 23, 1854, 

Sir, 

I have fclie honour to report, for the information of the Commis- 
sioners, that I have, in accordance with their instructions, visited 
the Ballymoney Dispensary District, with reference to its sanitary 
condition and the appearance of Cholera therein. 

On inquiry it appears that there is no reason to believe that the 
child named Gordon, referred to in Dr. Moore’s letter of the 9th 
instant, died of Cholera, but probably, as there stated by him, of 
remittent fever. 

The second case of illness occurring in the same tenement, viz,, 
that of Peggy Martin, does not appear to have fallen under the 
observation of any medical practitioner ; hut from inspection of the 
corpse, and the result of his inquiries, Dr. Moore appears to be of 
the opinion that the disease which proved fatal may have been 
Cholera, hut not certainly so. 

The third case, viz., that of Gordon’s wife, exhibited tbe symptoms 
of violent vomiting, severo cramps, incessant Diarrhoea, and snbse- 
quent collapse ; the matter rejected being of the peculiar rice-water 
character, and profuse in quantity. She was removed to the Fever 
Hospital at the Workhouse, whore she died on the 12th instant, of 
consecutive fever and symptoms of congestion, after having partially 
recovered from the collapse, which had supervened on the other 
symptoms. There does not, therefore, appear any reason to doubt 
that this was a case of malignant Cholera. The remaining inmatej 
of the house, in which the deceased persons resided, were removed 
to probationary wards at the rere of the hospital, after the death of 
Gordon’s wife, where her infant child died on the 12th instant also; 
hut on inquiry of Dr. Thompson, the Medical Officer of the Work- 
house, it does not appear that death took place in this latter case 
from Cholera, but from some infautilo spasmodic affection. 

I have also ascertained, from Dr. Thompson that the surviving 
members of tbe two families still remain in the probationary wards 
of fclie hospital, free from any symptom of Cholera. 

One case of Diarrhoea occurred, on the 11th instant, in the same 
street in which Gordon resided; but recovery readily took place, 
and the symptoms were not of a Choleraic character. 

There is no case of Cholera or Diarrhoea known to exist iu the 
District at present, nor has any occurred since the 10th instant, the 
day on which Gordon’s wife was taken suddenly ill, without premon- 
itory Diarrhom. The issue of a Oholora Order would not, therefore, 
appear to be necessary at present. 

Gordon’s wife resided in the same house with Peggy Martin, bnt 
if the latter really died of Cholera, it was not traceable to any 
infected source ; for although the' Gordons came from Portglenone 
to Ballymoney some days previously to their illness, no Cholera is 
known to have been recently prevalent in tbe former vicinity. 

Subsequently to the romoval of tbe survivors to the hospital) 
their residence, as well as the adjoining tenements, were thoroughly 
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cleansed out, and lime-washed without delay. The interior of the 
house is represented to have heeu filthy and much overcrowded. 
The house, which I inspected, is now vacant. 

The burials of the deceased persons were effected with as little 
dehvy as possible ; and every attention to the sick appears to have 
been paid, both at their home and in hospital, by the Medical Officers 
and others. 

The Medical Officer of the Dispensary reports the District gene- 
rally to he in a satisfactory state, as regards nuisances injurious to 
the public health, much attention having been paid to the subject 
by the Sanitary Committee and Board of Guardians ; the sewerage 
of the town having been greatly improved, and various measures 
having been adopted from time to time in cleansing it, as I have 
previously reported on my several visits to the District during the 
present year. 

With reference to the removal of the patient affected with Cholera 
to hospital, I think it right to state that she was carried thither by 
men, as no conveyance has been provided in this Union for tlie trans- 
mission of Cholera or Fever patients to the hospital; and although 
there is no reason for believing that any injury accrued to the 
patient in this case from the mode of removal necessarily adopted, 
I would beg leave to suggest that it would be desirable, that a suit- 
able spring covered carriage should be provided for the conveyance 
of patients, as the want of it may probably lead to risk and injury 
on future occasions. 

I subsequently visited the persons remaining in the Cholera pro- 
bationary wards oil the 21st instant, and ascertained that no disease 
of a Choleraic tendency had then occurred amongst them. 

I remain, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Alexander Knox, Medical Inspector, 

IK Stanley , Esq., Secretary. 



Ballymena Union. 

No. 132. — Letter from Dr. Boss, Medical Officer of 
Ballymena Dispensary District. 

Ballymena, December 19, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg to report the occurrence of two other cases of Cholera, in 
the street in Ballymena in which the one I first reported occurred. 
I was called on to see one of them yesterday afternoon ; the other 
cue I did not see, hut from the report I heard, I am of opinion that 
they were both cases of Asiatic Cholera. They both proved fatal. 

I have the honour to be your obedient servant, 

Arthur Ross. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 

No. 133. — Observations of Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector- 

I visited Ballymena to-day, with reference to its sanitary con- 
dition. It appears that up to the present date, seven cases of disease. 
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which there .is no reason to doubt were Cholera in its malignant form, 
have occurred between Thursday the 14th instant and yesterday 
the 21 st instant, when the last case terminated fatally, as all the 
other oases did also. Since yesterday no case has been ascertained to 
occur. The eases in question all occurred in Springwell-street, and 
in the same vicinity, and in three houses, viz., three cases in one 
house and two in each of the others, and in all of them there ate 
other inmates who yet remain unaffected by the disease. Five of 
the patients residing in two houses were near relatives, and the 
remaining two were father and daughter ; and there is reason to 
believe that frequent communication took place between all the 
three houses, during the illness of the several members. No trace- 
able communication, however, can be ascertained to have taken place 
with any infected source in the case of M'Oaghan, the person first 
attacked. Cholera prevailed in this street, hut not in any of those 
houses, in the course of the past season. The three houses were all 
pretty clean, and no nuisance of any remarkable character existed 
about them. The burials of the patients were effected without any 
unnecessary delay ; and the houses were purified by whitewashing 
and chloride of lime. Two of the above oases were attended by Dr. 
Ross, the Medical Attendant of the Dispensary ; but without tickets, 
on application of the parties, as if the Cholera Order bad been is 
force ; and the other patients would have been attended by him, if 
he had been made aware of their illness. Several of them were 
attended by Dr. O’Neill, who agrees in the opinion that they suf- 
fered from Cholera. Since the repeated attention that was given to 
the cleansing of the town during the past season, the Medical Officer 
reports, that various nuisances have reaecumulated, demanding, 
under existing circumstances, prompt measures for their removal. 
The Medical Officer will immediately report any future cases that 
may occur, and will attend at once, as if the Cholera Order were in 
force, to all applicants labouring under Cholora or Diarrhoea, by the 
direction of the Committee. 

Sewers are required to he constructed in Bridewell-row and at 
William-street, and directions liavo, I understand, been given 
have this done, Ballymena being now under the provisions of toe 
Towns Improvement Act; but the works have not yet been carried 
into execution. I drew the attention of the Committee, Medial 
Officer, and Relieving Officer to the state of the town, as regards 
nuisances. 

GHenwhirry District. — Dr. Ross states, relative to the three cm 
reported by Dr. Hay, in the Glenwhirry District, that he saw t em 
— that they wore Cholera, not traceable to communication; tea 
ether inmates of the house, in which they resided, continue w , 
and that there is no other ascertained case in that District. 

December 23, 1854. 
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Carrick-on-Shannon Union. 

No. 134 Letter from Dr. Dolan, Medical Officer of 

Drumsliam'bo Dispensary District. 

Drumshambo, March 2, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

Two cases of wbat I beliera to be British Cholera have occurred 
in Drumshambo Dispensary District, and were attended by me as 
private patients. I should have reported the matter sooner, but was 
unable, because of the large amount of professional duty which I 
bad to perform, together with having been obliged to attend some 
days at Carrick-on-Shannon during the late Assizes held there. I 
now take the earliest opportunity of sending to you an accurate 
report of both. 

Owen Rorke, aged forty, strong, healthy, and of temperate habits, 
was attacked with vomiting, purging, and cramps, about four o’clock, 
A.H., on Thursday, February 23. I saw him at three o’clock, p.m., 
of same day, and found him as follows : — sunken expression of 
countenance, cold clammy perspiration, breath and interior of mouth 
cold, extremities cold, livid, and. shrunken, voice choleraic, pulse 108, 
but imperceptible at wrist, respiration 36, rice-water purging, 
cramps ; vomiting ceased for last six hours, a good deal of tender- 
ness of epigastrium, not of entire abdomen, slight difficulty in 
swallowing, owing to a feeling of soreness in farices; neither himself 
nor attendants are aware of any urine having been passed since last 
night. 

History Previous health excellent, bowels frequently costive 
for several days together, and for three or four days prior to this 
attack remained unopened. On the Sunday previous be started 
for the market of Enniskillen, twenty miles distant, and returned 
home on the following Tuesday, in apparently good health ; he 
drank three glasses of wine on Monday evening ; and when he got 
home on Tuesday night, he took, for supper, bacon, cabbage, goose, 
and potatoes, and drank three or four glasses of whiskey. 

. Early on Wednesday morning the bowels were opened, and he con- 
tinued apparently wefl up to four o’clock, a.m., on Thursday, when 
he got the present attack. 

Ordered — Sinapisms to epigastrium, turpentine stupes to feet, with 
heated flags, gr. xxx. tinct opii every half hour, watching its effect, 
cold water ad libitum. 

Six o’clock — Has taken but three doses of the tinct opii, bowels 
quiet, less lividity and coldness of extremities, voice improved a 
little, respiration 36, pulse 80 (at five o’clock it was 100), tender- 
ness of epigastrium less, cramps continue as before. Thinks the 
water cold, but has no desire for hot drinks, no narcotism. Omit tinct 
opii, continue the turpentine stupes, &c. 

I left another dose of the tinct opii to be given, if the bowels 
become again purged, or the cramps became very severe ; and started 
for Drumshambo that I might send him other medicines, hut he died 
before they reached him. He did not get the last dose of tinct opii. 

In mentioning the case to Dr. Dillon, I incorrectly stated the 
first day of illness to he February 21st, instead of February 23rd. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



192 Reports of Cholera Cases. [Am. A, 

Widow Corrigan, aged forty-five, sister to Owen Rorke, who came to 
see him during his illness, remained at tlie wake, and attended at the 
burial oil Saturday, was attacked with purging on Saturday evening. 
She was a strong, stout woman, and us far as could be ascertained, 
lier previous health was good. I saw her on Sunday, the following 
day, when she had cramps, vomiting, and rice-water purging, voice 
tolerably strong, not choleraic, temperature of breath and expression 
of countenance very slightly, if at all, altered, no tenderness of epi- 
gastrium, tongue thickly coated, pulse 120, imperceptible at wrist, 
can get no satisfactory account of urine having been passed. 

Ordered : — Di-acetat plumb, gr. ii. p. opii, gr. j, m. ft. pub. 
sumat omne seminora bora, watching its effect; hand-rubbing to ex- 
tremities, and afterwards turpentine stupes, with hot flags, bottles 
of hot water, sinapism to epigastrium, cold water ad libitum. 

The sinapism was removed after an hour, and a poultice applied; 
the powders were omitted after sis doses were given, as the bowel 
complaint was completely checked, cold water, hand-rubbing, 4c., 
continued. 

L left the house, and returned after two hours and a half, when I 
found her much worse, countenance sinking, eyes dull and upturned, 
can speak and express her wants, hut in a voice decidedly worse, no 
vomiting or purging, cramps loss. Ordered — a table-spoonful of 

punch every ten or fifteen minutes, according to its effect; atable- 
spoonful of cold water as often as required, or about every seven or 
eight minutes. 

She died during the night, three hours afterwards. 

The fact of no Cholera cases having occurred in this part of the 
country, either before or since, no possibility of contagion, the ten- 
derness of epigastrium, and the abundant causo of irritation given 
to the bowels, in the first case, as well as the absence of tie 
Choleraic voice, and coldness of breath, so constant in malignant 
Cholera, together with the furred tongue, die., oblige me to consider 
those cases of British Cholera. Should any other cases occur Ishall 
forward you a report of it directly. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obediont servant, 

Tiieoi'HILus Down, 
Medical Officer, Drumsliambo Dispensary. 

To the Poor Daw Commissioners. 



Celbeidge Union. 

No. 135. — Repoet from Dr. Hill, Medical Inspector. 

73, Upper Leeson-street, Dublin, 
November 8, 1854. 

Gentlemen, . , 

I beg leave to inform you that in compliance with the msW 
tion 3 contained in your letter, No. 35,37 6, ’54, of tlie 19th ul 
relating to a case of Cholera reported by Dr. Mouritz, fflern 
Officer of the Celbridge Dispensary District, in the Celbridge Union, 
as haying occurred in that District, ! made inquiry on the .4ta 
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into the particulars of the case referred to, and as to the sanitary 
condition of the District. 

The case reported by the Medical Officer, in his communication of 
the ISth instant, herewith returned, was that of Janies Quinn, aged 
twenty-three years, a labourer living in the town of Celbridge. Ou 
the 10th ultimo, he walked to Clondalkin and back twice during 
the day, but had not been iu communication with any person 
affected with Cholera, or in any house where the disease had 
appeared. 

On his return to Celbridge in the evening, he was attacked with 
Diarrhoea, followed, in the course of the night, by vomiting and 
cramps. On the following morning, an Apothecary residing in the 
town was sent for, who prescribed for him, and attended him several 
times during the day. As the patient continued to get worse, the 
Medical Officer of the District was called in to see him, about seven 
o’clock, 2 .M., at which hour he was suffering from incessant vomiting, 
severe cramps, and constant jactitation. The purging had ceased, 
but be was cold and livid ; tbo pulse was imperceptible, and the secre- 
tion of urine suppressed. He was removed to a ward in the Union 
Fever Hospital ; external stimulants were applied to the abdomen 
and extremities, and a pill containing calomel, camphor, and opium 
of each half a grain, together with a draught composed of twenty- 
five drops of chloroform in cold water, administered every half-hour. 
Daring the night, reaction set in, and the next morning he appeared 
considerably better. Consecutive fever followed, under which he 
laboured for about a week; he was declared convalescent on the 28 th 
ultimo, and discharged from the Workhouse on the 3rd instant. 

Up to the period of my visit no other case had subsequently occur- 
red in the District, hut the Medical Officer informed me that a case 
had previously been admitted into the Union Fever Hospital, of 
which the following are the particulars : — • 

Eliza Keegau, aged twenty-six years, left Liverpool, in apprehen- 
sion of Cholera, early in the month of September last ; and^ came over 
to Dublin, taking up her abode in the vicinity of Amiens-street. 
She had uot remained there many weeks, when hearing that some 
cases of Cholera had occurred in her immediate neighbourhood, she 
determined to proceed to Athlone, her native place. She commenced 
herjourney on the 5th ultimo, but had only reached Lucan, when 
she was taken ill on the road with vomiting and purging. Being 
far advanced in pregnancy, and her labour impending, she was sent 
by the Believing Officer, as I was informed, to the Union Workhouse, 
where she was placed in a ward of the Fever Hospital. Imme- 
diately after her admission, about four o’clock, P.H., on the 5th ult,, 
she was visited by the Medical. Officer, who found her suffering from 
well-marked symptoms of Cholera, and in a state of extreme col- 
lapse. 

The treatment adopted was precisely similar to that employed in 
Quinn’s case, above described, and was attended with success. Con- 
secutive fever followed ; aud on the night of the 7th ultimo, she was 
delivered of a still-horn child. Under proper care she gradually 
recovered, and left the Workhouse, quite well, on the 1st instant. 

Up to the period of my visit, affections of the bowels were dimi- 
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mailing in frequency in the District, ancl simple bronchial ailments 
were, as is usual at this season of tho year, the diseases ohieiv 
prevalent. 

It docs not appear that any steps have been recently taken fop 
putting into operation the provisions of the Nuisances Removal and 
Diseases Prevention Acts in this District, though sanitary measures 
are much required in some parts of it. I visited some of the courts 
at the back of the Main-street of Celbridge, and in- two instances 
ascertained the existence of nuisances calculated to be highly prejn- 
• dicia-1 to the health of the inhabitants of the neighbourhood. 

I think it desirable that the attention of the Guardians should be 
directed to the subject of these accumulations of offensive matters 
rvith-a view to their taking steps for their removal, and for the pre- 
■vention of their recurrence. • 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

John Hill, Medical Inspector. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners , Dublin. 



North Dublin Union. 

No. .136 — Letter from Drs. Speedy and Maoonchv, 
- Medical Officers of No. 3 Division of North City Dispensary 
District. 

No. 3, North City Dispensary, 32, Llaclehutt-stntt, 
September 27 , 1854.’ 

: Tho Medical Officers of No. 3 North City Dispensary District 

beg -leave to report that two fatal oases of Cholera have occurred 
in Upper Church-street this week. 

It. D. Speedy, 

John K. Mi conchy. 

To the. Poor Laiv Commissioners, Dublin. 



137 — Report from Dr. Hill, Medical Inspector. 

.- 22, lily-place, Dublin, September 29, 1854. . 

.Gentlemen, 

In compliance with your instructions of yesterday's date, lie. 
.32,303 — '54, I have this morning mado inquiry respecting two fttj! 
.cases of Cholera, reported by tho Medical Officers of No. 3 Dispea- 
Savy, in ‘ the North City District, as having occurred in Upper 
.Chprch-stroet d tiring the past week, and heg ioave to forward to jm 
. the following particulars of the cases referred to. 

Michael O’Brien, aged twenty years, was visited by Dr. Uacomdy, 
at 85, Upper Church-street,, on. Saturday, the 23rd instant, at about 
.half-past twelve o’clock. At that time lio. was suffering from prun- 
ing and vomiting, hut was free from any other serious symptoo- 
The Medical .Officer was informed that the patient had been afteted 
.with Diarrhoea for two days previously. When visited on the nest 
morning, (Sunday), he was found labouring under all the character 
istic symptoms of malignant Cholera, with the exception of cramps; 
he was cold and livid, the eyes sunken, the pulse imperceptible, the 
.voice hollow and whispering, the tongue and breath qold, W™ e 
totally suppressed, the vomiting and purging iuces’sant, and tbs 
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evacuations of rice-water appearance. The Medical Officer Wing 
ascertained that the medicines ordered on the previous day had not 
been taken as directed, and that the friends of the patient had not 
the means of carrying his instructions into effect, made application 
far his admission into the Hardwiclce Hospital ; but was informed by 
the resident pupil that as the man was labouring under Cholera, he 
could not be admitted iuto that institution. The Master of the 
Workhouse, however, promptly supplied the requisites for his treat- 
ment and everything was done for the patient that circumstances 
would admit of; but he died on Sunday night between eleven and 
twelve o’clock. 

The second case was that of Anne Flood, aged twelve years, 
residin'* at 99, Upper Church-street, exactly opposite to the house 
in which the last-named patient had died, who was seized with 
vomiting and purging on Monday morning at an early hour, after 
having eaten a quantity of plums on the previous day. Medical 
relief was not applied for until Tuesday afternoon, about five o’clock, 
when Dr. Speedy immediately visited her, and found her in a state 
of complete collapse, cold, livid, and pulseless ; the vomiting and 
purging were constant, and the discharges were of rice-water 
appearance. She had not been, at any stage of the disease, affected 
with cramps. Her friends having refused to permit her removal to 
the Cholera Hospital, now open in Church-street, she was supplied 
from the Union Workhouse with every requisite for her treatment, 
but died on Wednesday, the 27th instant, at six o’clock, A.M., after 
about forty-eight hours’ illness. 

I have also to report that a man named Thomas O’Brien, aged 
sixty-four years, father of Michael O’Brien, the first patient above 
mentioned, and living in the same house, 85, Upper Church-street, 
was attacked this morning at three o’clock, with severe Diarrlnna. 
Hewas visited by Dr. Maconchy at eight o’clock, a.m., at which 
hour he was cold and pulseless, and suffering from constant purging 
and cramps, hut without vomiting. He was immediately removed 
to the Cholera Hospital in Church-street, where he is now under 
treatment. I saw this patient in the Hospital, about eleven o’clock, 
a.m., when he appeared to be in an almost hopeless state of collapse, 
vomiting having supervened subsequently to his admission into 
hospital. 

Up to eleven o’clock, a.m., this day, the Medical Officers of No. 1 
3 Dispensary had not seen any additional case of Choleraic disease in 
their District. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Joiiw Hili., Medical Inspector. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 



No. 138. — Report from Dr.-Hiix, Medical Inspector. 

22, Ply-place, Dublin, October 21, 1854. 

Gextlemen, 

I beg leave to inform yon that in compliance with your instruc- 
tions of the 16th instant, No. 34,980, ’54, enclosing a return received 
from Dr. Boss Maguire, Medical Officer of the Blanchardstown and. 
Castle-knock Dispensary District, in the North Dublin Union, of a 
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.case of Cholera stated to have occurred in that District, I have this 
day made inquiry iuto the circumstances of the case reported, and 
also respecting the sanitary state of the District. 

The first case of Cholera which has occurred in this District, so far 
as the Medical Officer has been informed, was that of Francis Bryan, 
sixty years of age, a gardener employed at Mountjoy Barrack’hnt 
residing at Island Bridge, who was attacked on the night of Wed- 
nesday7 tlio lltli instant, with vomiting, purging, and cramps. Ap- 
plication for medical relief was not made until nine o’clock the next 
morning, when Dr. Maguire immediately visited him, and found him 
in a state of extreme collapse, the purging and vomiting haring 
ceased. ^Internal and external stimulants were promptly adminis- 
tered, hut without success ; and he died on Friday, the 13th inst., 
about ten o’clock, a.m. This patient had been suffering from profuse 
Diarrhoea for two or three days before the attack of Cholera. 

I was informed by Dr. Maguire that two other cases of Cholera 
had occurred on the night of Wednesday, the 11 th instant, in the 
immediate vicinity of Bryan’s house, both of which had terminated 
fatally. They were not seen by Dr. Maguire, nor was any applica- 
tion made to him for medical relief in their behalf. 

Since the above-mentioned, tan eases have occurred in the same 
locality ; of these, five were attacked on the night of the 115th inst, 
or early on the morning of the 16th ; one on the 18th ; andfourat 
an early hour this morning. One case also occurred at Porterstown, 
near Clousilla, on the 18th instant, making a total of fourteen cases 
in the District, between the lltli and 21st instant. Of these, to 
have recovered, eight have died, and four were under treatment at 
the time of my visit. 

The locality which has chiefly suffered, forms part of the village 
of Island Bridge, and consists of three rows of cottages, ranged one 
above the other, on the northern hank of the Liffey, and within a fev 
yards of the stream. 

The Medical Officer states that his District has been hitherto 
healthy, and that the diseases prevalent are those which are incident 
to this season of the year. He also informed me that he had 
recently made a personal inspection of some of the most populous 
parts of the District, accompanied by a clergyman, and had found 
the habitations of the poor, with a few exceptions, In a satisfactory 
state; as regards cleanliness. 

. I have the honour to he, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

John Hill, Medical Inspector, 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



South Dublin Union. 

Ho. 139. — Repobt from Dr. Hill, Medical Inspector. 

22 , Ely -place, Lublin, October 13, 1854, 

Gentlemen, 

In compliance with the instructions contained in your letter of 
the 9th instant, Ho. 33,937 — ’54, enclosing a report from Dr. 
Leech, one of the Medical Officers of the Kathfarnham Dispensary 
District, in the South DublinUnion, of the occurrence of a case 0 ' 
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Cholera in that District; I have made inquiry into the circumstances 
of the case, and beg leave to submit to you the following Report. 

The first case that occurred in Dr. Leech’s District, was that of 
Michael Butler, aged forty-five years, a labourer, residing in Round- 
town who was seized about three o’clock, a.m., on Sunday, the 8th 
instant, with violent purging, vomiting, and cramps. The Medical 
Officer was not sent for until about eight o’clock, a.m., when he 
immediately attended. He found the patient labouring under the' 
usual symptoms of malignant Cholera, and in a state of collapse. 
Stimulants were applied'externally, and chloroform in considerable 
doses administered internally, together with pills composed of calo- 
mel, opium, and creasote. He was visited by tbe Medical Officer 
several times during the day, and up to a late hour exhibited no 
signs of amendment. 

On the next morning, the symptoms began to subside, and reaction 
set in, followed by tbe ordinary consecutive fever. 

On tbe 1 1th instant, wben I saw bim, he appeared to be going on 
favourably, though still suffering from considerable irritability of 
stomach. 

This patient bad not been affected with premonitory Diarrhoea, 
nor had he been in communication with any person affected with 
Cholera ; but on entering his house I remarked a very strong and 
disagreeable odour, which I ascertained proceeded from a small yard 
immediately behind the house, in which pigs are kept. 

In addition to the foregoing case, a man named Patrick Doyle, 
aged twenty-seven years, living in a lipuse exactly opposite to that 
of Michael Butler, was attacked with symptoms of Cholera about 
two o’clock, r.ir., on Tuesday, tlie 10th instant. He was visited 
by the Medical Officer in about an hour afterwards, at which time 
the cramps were so violent and general as to resemble tetanic spasms, 
but the temperature of tbe body was natural, tbe colour of "the .skin 
unchanged, and the vomiting, and purging by no means frequent. 

The treatment adopted consisted in the exhibition of chloroform, 
{ether, and other antispasmodics, internally j and the application of 
stimulants externally. On the next morning, the 11th, lie was con- 
siderably better, and when I saw bim in the afternoon lie was nearly 
convalescent. 

This patient bad been employed during the previous week in 
opening and cleansing sewers in the neighbourhood of Roundtown ; 
and had been suffering from Diarrhoea for some hours before the 
more alarming symptoms set in. His wife informed me that he was, 
a very nervous and timid person, frequently fancying that he had 
taken whatever complaint might happen to be prevalent j and that 
on Sunday last, having beard that his opposite neighbour, Butler, 
had been seized with Cholera, lie went over to see him, and was so 
shocked at the appearance of that patient that he had never been 
well since. 

The Medical Officer states that his portion of the RathfarnLam 
Dispensary District has been hitherto very healthy, and that he has 
had, for some time past, very little Diarrhcea under his treatment. 

I have the honour to he, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

John Hilp, Medical Iiigpectw, 

To the Toor Law Commissioners. - •* 
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Dundalk Union. 

No. 140.— Letter from Dr. Carraher, Medical Officer of 
Louth Dispensary District. 

Louth, October 23, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

I herewith annex the particulars of a case of Cholera which 
occurred in this village on the 11th inst. 

Mary Uespin, recommended to this Dispensary at four o’clock on 
the 12th inst., then one day ill. I visited her immediately, and 
found her in the following state : — cramps; weak voice; pulse only 
perceptible; hands, arms, legs, and feet cold; nose sharp; breath 
nearly cold ; tongue the same ; vomiting and purging severe and 
frequent ; dejections rice-water colour and large ; passed no urine 
from the previous day. She was not from home the past ten days, 
Her husband is a shoemaker ; he goes frequently to Carrickmacrosj; 
I- understand Cholera is there. ■ She became convalescent on the 
16th, and recovered on the 18th instant. , 

I am sorry for detaining this statement, and hope the Commis- 
sioners will pardon the apparent neglect. 

I am respectfully yours, 

Christopher Carraees. 

P.S. — If any case of Cholera occurs in this District, though not 
attended or visited by me, am I to report tbereon 1 

C. C. 



Inishowen Union. 

No. 141. — Letter from Dr. Sfroule, Medical Officer of 
Moville Dispensary District. 

Moville, October' 28, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

I bave to report the occurrence of two cases of Asiatic Cholera 
in the Moville Dispensary District. 

The first was that of a young man, aged twenty-one yean, 
Patrick Gillen, of Moville, who was in the habit of going weekly to 
Glasgow, with butter, eggs, &c., and had arrived from Glasgow on 
the evening before his attack on the 1 6th inst. He had all the 
symptoms characteristic of the epidemic, which, owing in a great 
measure, no doubt, to his previous general good health and tem- 
perate habits, yielded to the treatment resorted to, without passing 
into the stage of collapse. 

The second case was that of the man John M'Divitt, of Movdki 
aged forty, a boatman, who was taken ill early on Tuesday morning 
last, arid died about four o’clock on Wednesday morning. Had been 
previously in a most wretched state of health, although endea^ 
Vouring to follow up his calling as a boatman attending the Scot® 
steamers, which call off Moville on their way to and from London- 
derry, and that at uncertain hours. lie hail, therefore, no OBnetitu- 
tional energy to resist the attack, which was exceedingly yiolcnt, 
and resisted every means used to -bring about reactibm 
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These are tlie only cases that have occurred in my District 
since the recent breaking out of the epidemic ; and you may remark 
that both those individuals have been more or less connected with 
Glasgow. 

I remain your obedient servant, 

J. 'W. Speottle, 

Medical . Officer of Moville Dispensary District. 
The Poor Law Commissioners. 



Mo. 142. — Report from Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

Moville, Koveniber 6, 1854. 

I have to report, that on visiting Moville to-day, I find tlie' 
town and Dispensary District perfectly healthy ; no case of Cholera, 
laving occurred, as far. a3 I can ascertain, except those referred 
to in the annexed letter of Dr. Sproule. The symptoms described 
in these instances show them to have been Cholera ; but they ap- 
pear to have been merely sporadic cases,, no others having occurred; 
anil the fomilies of the patients, in both co ses amounting to five or six 
individuals, having remained free from either Cholera or Diarrhoia. 

With reference to the sanitary state of the District, I beg leave to 
refer to my report of inspection herewith; and I shall report re- 
garding the condition of the other Dispensary Districts in the Union 
successively, as I pay my visits of inspection. 

There was no traceable communication to any infected source in 
the above two cases, beyond that stated in the communication of 
Dr. Sproule- ; and there is nothing peculiar iu the site ot circum- 
stances of their dwellings to distinguish them from others of tne 
same class. 

I remain, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Alexander Knox, Medical Inspector. 

W. Stanley, Esq., Secretary. 

Lisburn Union. 

Mo. 143. — Report from Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

• ' May 26, 1854. 

’ I beg leave to state, that in consequence of the feceipt of art ex- 
tract of a newspaper, forwarded to me by the Commissioners, when 
I Was in Coleraine, announcing that Cholera was, rather on the ra- 
orease in Lisburn, I proceeded this morning to make inquiries on e 
subject, having reached Belfast from Coleraine, on my way to ins- 
bum last night. On communicating with the Medical Attendant oi 
the Lisburn- Dispensary District, I ascertained, the following ]iar ^ 
ticularsi. ■ t 

As far as ascertainable, there have been thirteen cases in all, irom 
the outset, and seven deaths-from-Cholera» — 
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Since the oth instant, at which date I visited the district an I 
found it then free from the epidemic, one patient having then died 
and another recovered, from Cholera; no further cases occurred until 
the 16th instant, when two persons were attacked in Quay-street 
of whom one died and one was sent to the hospital at the Union 
Workhouse; another case occurred on the 17th instant, in Bridge 
End-hill, in the vicinity of the residence of the hoy who. as formerly 
reported, was the first person attacked in the Lisburn District- this 
case also proved fatal. On the 24th instant six persons were at- 
tacked, (four being members of the same family, in one house in 
Bridge-street), and of these one died, one is convalescent, and two 
are still under medical treatment. Two other persons, making up sir, 
were also attacked on the 24th instant, in the part of the town 
called the Barracks, one of the latter was sent to hospital and I 
understand died there. ’ 

The nine cases here referred to occurred in the practice of Dr 
Musgrave, the Medical Attendant of the Dispensary; and lie reports 
the occurrence of another case, not in his practice, hut occurring ia 
the person of a prisoner at (he police barrack in Lisburn, who is 
stated to have died in the Workhouse Hospital, to which she was 
removed. On inquiry, it did not appear that she came from Belfast 
or any place where Cholera prevailed. 

At the. date of my report, there are only two cases remaining in 
the practice of Dr. Musgrave— all that I can ascertain to exist in the 
Lisburn Dispensary District— no person having been attacked with 
the. disease since the 24th instant. In all the cases above referred 
to, it is stated that no premonitory Diarrhoea occurred. They were 
all promptly attended to by Dr. Musgrave, and received medical 
treatment. 

There are five cases of Diarrhoea at present under Dispensary 
treatment, and a considerable number have been successfully treated. 
The disease now presents the Choleraic tendency, hut has proved 
amenable to remedies. 

The Committee met specially yesterday; and, as I understand, 
reported proceedings to the Commissioners. ' / . 

The person who died on the 17tli was a relative of the four per- 
sons attacked in Bridge-street/ and there might probably have been 
communication between them, but no communication is traceable in 
the other cases which occurred in various parts of the town. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Alexander Knox, Medical Inspector. 

• IF. Stanley, JBsgr., Secretary. 

-P'S. — The Medical Officer states, that the reason of his not re- 
porting any of the cases mentioned to the Commissioners, was that 
he understood the instructions, on this point, contained in the Cir- 
culars of the 28th and 3rd of January last, to refer to the first case 
only occurring in a District, which first case he had communicated, 
without delay. A. K. 
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Ho. i44. Letter from Dr. Croker, Medical Officer of 

Hillsborough Dispensary District. 

Hillsborough Dispensary District , Lisburn Union , 
September 20, 1854. 

Tlie Medical Attendant reports, for tlie information of the Com- 
missioners for administering the Poor Law Medical llelief in Ireland, 
that one death occurred here suddenly on Saturday night last, sup- 
posed to have been from Cholera; and since that time, two other 
members of the same family, and one of another family, have been 
attacked with Choleraic symptoms. 

George Croker, m.d. . 



Ho. 145 . —Report from Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

The Maze , Lisburn, October 3, 1854, 

Sir, 

I have the honour to report, that I yesterday visited tlie Hills- 
borough Dispensary District, with reference to its general sanitary 
condition and the cases of Cholera reported to have occurred therein. 

The first of these cases appeared on the 23rd ultimo, in the person 
of a child named Williamson, residing in the town of Hillsborough, 
without any traceable communication with an infected source. She 
died in a few hours, the reported symptoms being vomiting, purging, 
and cramps. Dr. Croker saw her after death, and he is satisfied the 
case was one of malignant Cholera. The remainder of the family, 
in all four persons, were immediately removed to another airy house, 
and all their bedding was burned, and their apartments limewashed 
and purified with disinfectants. On the 25th ultimo, however, a 
brother of the deceased was attacked with unmistakable symptoms 
of Cholera, and died of consecutive congestion in four days after- 
wards. 

The father of these children was seized with symptoms of the 
same disease on the 25tli ultimo, and died on the 30tli : his occupa- 
tion was that of a labourer. The mother of the children, and her 
remaining daughter, continue in good health. . \ 

A child named M c Kee was taken ill on the 25th ultimo, and died 
tbe same day; and on calling on the Medical Practitioner who 
attended this case, there appears no reason to doubt that the disease 
was malignant Cholera, 

These are all the cases referred to in Dr. Croker’s communication, 
returned herewith ; and I cannot ascertain that any other instance 
of Cholera has been observed in tbe Hillsborough District, with, the 
exception of the case of a female, resident in Lisburn, who came into 
the hounds of the Hillsborough District actually labouring under the 
disease, which proved fatal. This case occurred so far back as the 
6th ultimo, but it was not seen by Dr. Croker. : , . 

It will be seen, therefore, that four cases in all have occurred in 
Hillsborough; the last attack having taken place on the 25th ultimo ;. 
and as the District has been free from the disease for a week, and 
as no unusual Diarrhoea is prevalent, the Committee of the Pispen- N 
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sary are of opinion, in -which I concur, that it would he premature 
to extend the Cholera Order to this part of the Lisburn Union'at 

present. ... .... 

I omitted to state, that two’ other families resided m the house 
where the first Williamson died, and where they still continue, but 
they hare remained healthy. I visited the place, which appears to 
he free from any nuisance, and in a sufficiently airy situation. 

1 With reference to the general sanitary condition of the District, 
it is reported to be satisfactory, with few exceptions ; hut some 
houses in the townland of Clogher are stated to require attention, 
as fever has prevailed there ; and there are some ford cesspools re. 
quiring to be cleaned out or filled up. 

Much attention has been devoted to the cleansing of Hillsborough, 
the only town in the district,- and- various -nuisances have been re- 
moved. Cesspopls,, where necessary,. have been filled up, and }ime- 
w ashing; Loth internally and on the externs of the houses, extensively 
practised. A'large.open drain, the depository of all the sewerage 
of the town, which at times was very offensive, has been thoroughly 
oulverted through its entire course, at- the expense 'of 'the Marquis 
of D.ownshire, who, it is said, expended.between £200 and £300 mi 
this very. useful work. - -* 

■: I visited the houses where the Cholera had appeared, and various 
other parts of the town of Hillsborough, in company with Dr. Crabip 
and as far as my observation extended, it appeared free fronumi- 
sauces of any description, -and exhibited a very gratifying state of 
oleanliness. ;1 - 

I drew the attention of the Committee/to the necessity for com 
tinued watchfulness of the sanitary state of the rural parts of tk 
district; and reminded the Medical Officer to report to the Commit 
sioners, without delay, if any further cases of Cholera should occur. 

i . - I remain, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Alexander Knox, Medical Inspector. ' 
W. Stanley , Esq., Secretary. 

;; ■ Naas Union. : 

No. 146. — Report from Dr. Hill, Medical Inspector. 

; 73, Upper leeson-street , Dublin,- . 

January 15, 1855. 

Gentlemen, - ' 

I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, no. 
43,585,' 1-854, of the '28th ultimo, enclosing a communication from 
Dr. Garter, Acting Medical Officer of the Kilcullen Dispensing 
District, in Naas Union, in which he reports the occurrence of strafe 
cases of Cholera in that District, and to inform you that, in pur- 
suance bf your instructions, I made inquiry, on the 
respecting those cases, and also as to the sanitary state of tntfJJfj' 
trict generally. •' ; •- ’. ’ ■' XTii- 

i Dhe particulars of ' the following cases were furnished to me 
DrpCarter, who has -been in the discharge of the duties of tlie D^ 
triot ,for the last three or- four weeks, during 1 the idnfcM^r 
DaWtfefr, -the '-Medical Officers i- : - 
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The first case of Cholera that occurred in the District w is that' 
of Thomas Buckley, aged twenty-five years, a baker, residing in the 
lower part of the town of Kilcullen, who died on the morning of the 
90th ultimo, after an illness of three or foul' hours’ duration The 
attendance of the Medical Officer was not sought for dui mg this 
man’s illness; and the first intimation that Dr. Carter received of it 
was an application to him, from the police, to hold an it quest .on 
the body, in his capacity as coroner. . The evidence given at the 
inquest showed that the patient had been seized, late nt night, on 
the 19th ultimo, with violent cramps in the extremities, followed; 
by vomiting and purging, and that he died at three o’clock, A.M., 
on the 20th ultimo. He is stated to have been a person of tem- 
perate habits; and having been employed in driving a bread- cart 
through the neighbouring country only, is not believed to have 
visited any locality where Cholera was prevalent, or to have been 
in communication with any infected person, .• ' 

Anne Gibson, an elderly woman, residing in Kilcullen, was seized, 
on the evening of the 24th ultimo, with cramps in the legs, followed 
by profuse purging and vomiting. She died about eight o’clock,. 
J.M., on the following day, and, as no application had been made for 
medical relief, an inquest was held on the body, when the foregoing 
particulars were elicited. Dr. Carter states, that this woman had 
returned from Dublin to Kilcullen about three or four days before 
her attack, and that her illness was attributed by her friends to her 
having eaten, on the day before, a hearty dinner of meat, to which, 
she was unaccustomed. 

Anne James, aged about forty years, living in a very dirty out- 
house, in a yard at the back of the main street of Kilcullen, was 
attacked, on the morning of the 25th ultimo, with purging, vomit- 
ing, and cramps. She had not been affeeted with premonitory 
Diarrhma, but had been in Dublin about a week previously. When 
seen by Dr. Garter, at eleven o’clock, a.m., she was in a state of. 
complete collapse, and died soon after liis visit, having been ill 
about five hours. Tlie treatment adopted consisted in the applies 
tion of mustard and turpentine to various parts of the surface of 
the body, and tbe administration of fifteen grains of calomel, fok. 
lowed by a draught containing Jeremy’s Solution of Opium. 

Anne Gibson, junior, aged six years, granddaughter of, and living 
in the same house with, Anne Gibson (No. 2), above mentioned, was 
taken ill on the 25th ultimo— the day on which her grandmother 
was buried — with purging, vomiting, and cramps, i?hewaa seen 
shortly afterwards by Dr. Carter, who prescribed 'for her external 
stimulants, and a powder containing one grain of calomel and three 
grains, of chalk-with-opium, to be taken every- third hour, .with- a 
strong infusion of green tea for drink. On the. next day she wan 
convalescent. ; . T 

Thomas Gibson, aged four years, brother of the laskmentioneu 
patient, was' also attacked on the 25th ultimo. • He was subjected 
to similar treatment, and was convalescent on the next dayv.* ' -• 

. Sarah Gibson, aged two years, another mcmh er of the.same xasnuj . , 
was taken ill about , the sam§ timers. lifer brother ohe 

was given two grains of hydrarg. c. creta every second honr^witg 
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infusion of green tea. : On the following day the symptoms had 
subsided, hut she still continues very weak. 

Mary Dunne, aged thirty years, living in a comfortable house in 
the upper part of Kilcullen, was attacked, about nine o’clock a m 
on the 26th ultimo, with profuse purging and vomiting, unaccom- 
panied with cramps. She was visited about an hour afterwards by 
Dr. Carter, and, under the use of external stimulants, and hydram 
c. creta, in doses of three grains, administered every third boor' 
towards evening the symptoms subsided. She then took, by Dr.’ 
Carter’s direction, a draught containing castor oil and spirit of ter- 
pentine (of each half an ounce), and on the following day was con- 
valescent. Anne James (No, 3), above mentioned’ lived in the 
yard at the back of this patient’s house. 

Anne Russell, aged' six years, living in the house where Thomas 
Buckley (No. 1) lodged, was seized, about noon, on the 26th ultimo, 
with purging, vomiting, and cramps. She was visited almost 
immediately afterwards by the Medical Officer, and was convalescent 
on the next day. Her treatment consisted in the external application 
of stimulants, and the internal administration of an alkaline mixture. 

Mary Gannon, aged ten years, living in the same room as Anne 
Russell, the last mentioned patient, was also attacked on the 26th 
ultimo, and about the same hour. She was submitted to precisely 
similar treatment, and has recovered ; but her convalescence is 
stated to have been tedious. She was not, however, affected with 
consecutive fever. 

James Foley, aged twenty-four years, also living in the honso in 
which Thomas Buckley (No. 1) died, was, without previous Diar- 
rhoea, seized, about two o’clock, a.m., on the 27th ultimo, with violent 
cramps in the legs and arms, followed by purging and vomiting. 
About seven o’clock on the same morning he was visited by Dr, 
Carter, who found him in a state of complete collapse. Frictions 
and external stimulants were immediately applied; and small doses 
of calomel and opium, with saline mixture, in effervescence, admin- 
istgred at short intervals. Reaction could not be induced, and be 
died at three o’clock, r.sr., on the same day, the secretion of urine 
having been totally suppressed during the period of his illness. An 
inquest was held on the body of this patient. 

Thomas Bradley, aged twenty-four years, a labourer, living in 
the immediate neighbourhood of the house in which Thomas 
Buckley (No. 1) had resided, was, without any premonitory symp- 
tom, attacked, at four o’clock, a.m., on the 27th ultimo, with pro- 
fuse Diarrhoea, followed by vomiting, and cramps in the lower 
extremities. H e had attended Buckley’s wake a few evenings pre- 
viously. He was visited by Dr. Carter at seven o’clock, a.m., when 
hot fomentations of turpentine were applied, and a powder, contain- 
ing a scruple of calomel, with five grains of Dover’s Powder, admin- 
istered. The symptoms having soon afterwards subsided, he fell 
asleep, and hopes were entertained of his recovery ; hut a relapse 
took place about noon, produced, as Dr. Carter believes, by the 
injudicious administration of whiskey, and he died at three o’clock, 
P.M., on. the same clay. An inquest was held on the body of tbit 
patient also. . ; _ ' 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




■205 



No: III.] 



Reports of Cholera Cases. 



Mary Hanrai'liau, aged forty-six years, the wife of an apothecary, 
rending in Kikullen, and reported to have been a person of mtem- 
nerate habits, was seized with symptoms of Cholera during the 
m'dit of the 27th ultimo. She remained under the treatment of her 
lui«band — the treatment consisting in the frequent exhibition of 
brandy in full doses— until the evening of the next day, when the 
state of collapse having become alarming, Dr. Carter was called in 
to attend her. In addition to turpentine fomentations, he prescribed 
for her small doses of turpentine, to be taken internally, with calo- 
mel in doses of three grains, frequently repeated, do be followed by 
effervescing saline mixture, with tincture of opium. She died at 
four o’clock, A.M., on the 29th ultimo. This patient had not been 
in communication with any of the previous cases, but had been 
affected with Diarrhoea for two days before the supervention of the 

0t ' Mary ifalonej aged six years, living in a stable attached to the 
house in which Thomas Buckley (No. 1) died, was seized, on the 
evening of the 27th ultimo, with violent cramps in the extremities, 
followed by other symptoms of Cholera. . The Medical Officer 
visited her on the same evening, and prescribed for her two grams 
of calomel and two of Dover’s Powder, to bo given every second 
hour ; and as there was no person to attend upon her— her mother 
being, it is stated, a lunatic— he applied a blister to the region of 
the stomach : on the next day she wa3 convalescent. _ 

Bridget M'Donald, aged nineteen, a washerwoman, living m the 
upper part of the town of Kilcullen, was taken ill at ten o clock, 
Pi, oil the 28th December, with the ordinary symptoms of Cholera, 
and was visited almost immediately afterwards by the Medical 
Officer. Treatment :— External stimulants, and a scruple dose ol 
calomel, followed by astringents, combined with alkalies and aroma- 
tics. She was convalescent on the next day. This patient had 
washed the clothes in which Anne James (No. 3), above mentioned, 
had died. ,, .... 

Michael Hanragliau, aged forty years, an apothecary Imug in 
Kilcullen, and husband of Mary Hanraghan (No. 12), above men- 
tioned, was seized, on the evening of the 29th ultimo, shortly after 
his wife’s death, with the usual symptoms of Cholera. When visited 
by Dr. Carter, on that night, he was in a state of collapse-cold, 
blue, and pulseless. Turpentine fomentations and other external 
stimulants were immediately applied, and a scruple dose o ca pme 
administered, followed by one-grain doses of the same medicine 
taken every hour with brandy and water. In the course of a few 
hours reaction set in, followed by mild consecutive fever, om 
which he has recovered. v • . 

Margaret Tobin, aged forty, a dealer in bones and rags, n mg in 
the upper part of the village of Kilcullen, was seized with cramps, 
purging, and vomiting, about two o’clock, a.m\, on the & ^ im .* 
When seen by the Medical Officer, about six o clock, A.M., s e was 
in a state of complete collapse. External stimulants, wi 1 ca ome, 
in doses of three grains, repeated every second hour, were emp oye ; 
but she died on the same day at two o’clock in the afternoon. 

Sarah Tobin, aged two years, daughter of the last-mentioned 
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patient, was seized with similar symptoms, on the same day and 
about the same hour. When seen by Dr. Garter, at six o’clock, a x 
on the occasion of his visiting her mother, she was moribund and 
died abont an hour afterwards. ’ ' 

Thomas Tobin, aged eight years, brother of Sarah Tobin was 
attacked with violent cramps, followed by purging and vomitim- 
on the 31st ultimo, shortly before Dr. Carter's visit to his mother 
Margaret Tobin, at six o’clock. He was immediately ordered saline 
■effervescing mixture, which checked the symptoms; but he sub- 
sequently becamo deeply jaundiced, and is still under treatment for 
this affection. 

Mary Bradley, aged twenty years, sister of Thomas Bradley (Ho, 
11), and living in the same house, was taken ill, about noon, on tie 
■31st ultimo. She was immediately placed under medical treatment 
consisting in the application of turpentine fomentations, and the 
internal exhibition of turpentine, in drachm doses, repeated every 
hour. This treatment was persisted in for eight hours, when the 
symptoms yielded, and she was convalescent on the next day. 
This patient had attended the wake of Thomas Buckley, whose case 
is first described. 

Patrick Bradley, aged twenty-two, brother of Mary Bradley, 
and living in the same house, was also present at Thomas Buckley’s 
wake. He was seized with purging and vomiting, and pains in his 
legs, not amounting to cramps, about noon, on the' 31st ultimo. 
Aromatic astringent mixture was immediately administered, fol- 
lowed by saline mixture, and brandy, in small quantities; and in a 
few hours the symptoms had disappeared. ■ This patient is subject 
to epileptic fits, and had been suffering from Diarrhoea for two days 
before his attack. 

Martin Dillon, aged six years, living in Thomas Buckley's (Ho. 
1) house, was taken ill, on the 31st ultimo, with symptoms of 
^Cholera. The cramps are stated to have been remarkably severe. 
He was attended by Dr. Garter about two hours after the com- 
mencement of his illness ; and under the use of external stimulants, 
with small doses of calomel and Dover’s Powder, given internally, 
bo was convalescent on the next day. 

The foregoing are all the eases that were described to me by Dr. 
Carter as having occurred in tho District ; hut on reference to his 
communication, Ho. 44,047, of the 29th ultimo, I find four addi- 
tional cases reported, viz.: — those of Thonms Byrne, recovered; 
Eliza Gannon, dead ; Sarah Gannon and James Bussell, under treat- 
ment, but in a hopeless condition. And in liis communication, 
without date, Ho. 44, 1855, ho mentions a fifth case, not included iu 
my list— -that of Anno Dunlavin — the result of which is not stated: 

Thus it would appear, that between the 19th and 31st ultimo, 
twenty-six persons have been attacked with Choleraic disease in the 
■town of Kileullen, of whom nine have died, thirteen have recovered, 
and one remains under treatment for consecutive jaundice ; the 
result of the remaining three eases is not stated. Up to the period of 
■■ my. visit, on the 10th instant, no case had occurred in the District 
.subsequently to the 31st ultimo ; and Dr, Carter informed me that 
■Diarrhoea had not been by. any means prevalent among the poor. 
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I accompanied Dr. Carter to the various localities in which the 
disease has appeared, and observed the inhabitants busily engaged 
in limewashing the interior of their houses, and removing nuisances 
of various kinds. He pointed out to me tlio sower which has been 
the subject of his correspondence ; and it certainly appears to be in 
a condition requiring immediate attention. 

I was also informed by Dr. Carter, that Mr. Latoucbe has 
appointed a “Provisional Committee,” consisting chiefly of shop- 
keepers, in the town of Kilcullen, who have been very active in 
carrying into effect tlio provisions of the Nuisances Removal and 
Diseases Prevention Acts.' This Committee, who .appear to have 
no connexion with the Dispensary Committee, on the 5th instant 
took a house in Kilcullen, having. provided the inmates with another 
residence, and were proceeding to fit it up for the reception of 
Cholera patients when the landlord interposed, and it was surren- 
dered to him on the 9*th instant. 

I also ascertained that a fund, amounting to nearly £40, has been 
’raised, by voluntary subscriptions, in the town and neighbourhood 
of Kilcullen, with which rugs, straw, blankets, and various articles of 
'food and nourishment have been purchased by order of the “Pro- 
visional Committee,” and distributed to tbe poor. 

I -have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, . 

John Hill, Medical Inspector. 

The Poor Law Commissioners . . • ■ ‘ 1 



Mayan. Union. 

No. 147. — Report from Dr. Hill, Medical Inspector. 

22, Rip-place, Lublin, October 12, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

' I beg leave to inform you that in compliance with your instruc- 
tions' of the 27th ultimo, No. 32,245, 1854, enclosing a communica- 
tion received from Dr. Nicholls, Medical Officer of the N avail 
Dispensary District, relative to a case of_ Cholera stated to have 
occurred in that District, I proceeded to Navan on the 6th instant, 
Cmd made inquiry into tlie circumstances of the case reported, and 
as to the general sanitary condition of the Dispensary District. _ : 
I-t appears that a woman named Biddy Martin, aged twenty-eight 
'years, and residing in tl.e outskirts of the town of Navan, vms attacked 
with vomiting abo'uf three o’clock, a.m., on Monday, the 25th uH., 
'followed by profuSe-Diarrhoba. She was. visited at twelve o clock the 
samedayby the Medical Officer, who foimdhervomiting and purging a 
colourless fluid, resembling rice-water in appearance, and suttermg 
severely from cramps in tbe abdomen and extremities. The surface 
of the body was cold, the' hands aUd arms- blue and shrivelled, 
the' countenance sunken, and the pulse extremely wea _ e 
secretion of urine was not suppressed. 

External stimulants were immediately applied; an a sernp e o 
.calomel, with a few drops of-lauclanum, in cold watei, a minis ere 
internally. This treatment succeeded in arresting the vomiting, and 
■ was followed by tbe exhibition of calomel, in fi^ram dos^every 
half-hour, - 'for several hours. 'Towards evening, reaction set in, the 
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purging and cramps gradually subsided, and on the next day the 
patient was convalescent. 

Biddy Martin informed me that she liad not been in communica- 
tion with any locality or person affected with Cholera, but that her 
husband had returned from Dublin two days’ before her illness. She 
also stated, that on the night preceding her seizure, she had gone to 
. bod in apparently perfect health ; having taken, for her supper, some 
broth, made of mutton, which she believed was hot very good. 

Since the above, no similar case had occurred in the District up to 
the date of my visit; but Dr. Nicolls informed me that three weeks 
previously he had attended, in his private practice, a case present- 
ing precisely the same symptoms, which had recovered. He also 
reported that Diarrhoea was prevalent in the District. 

The Guardians have recently taken active measures for tie 
removal of nuisances, and for cleansing the dwellings of the poor in 
the town of Navan, I ascertained from the Clerk of the Union, 
that several persons have been lately sumnfoned before the magis- 
trates by the Relieving Officer, for retaining nuisances on their 
premises after due notice ; and that thirty barrels of lime, for white- 
washing, have been distributed to the poor during the last three 
weeks. 

I have the honour, to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

John Hill, Medical Inspector, 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



No. 148. — Letter from Dr. Nicoles, Medical Officer of 
Navan Dispensary District. 

Knoclcboyne, Navan, November 7, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

I have to inform you, in reference to the last case of Cholera 
which I reported to have occurred in my District, that the friends 
of deceased held a wake for two days and nights, at which all the 
neighbours attended. Since then, sixteen or eighteen days, not one 
of the parties have been unwell, with the exception of one of the 
brothers, and the clergyman who attended him, who have had severe 
attacks of Diarrhoea. 

X have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

P. J. Nioolls, 

Medical Officer, Navan Dispensary. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



Newtownards Union. 

No.- 149. — Report from Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

Belfast, October 26, 1854. 
Sib, 

I beg leave to report, that I again visited Newtownards Dis- 
pensary District, with reference to the re-appearance of Cholera 
there- The Medical Officer will have reported regarding the daily 
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number of cases, all of -which, except two, have occurred in the 
same part of the town. The Committee appear to take all measures 
in their power which appear necessary under the circumstances. 
The usual printed notices have been circulated, a Medical Assistant 
to the Dispensary Medical Attendant has been employed, the Dis- 
pensary is kept open night and day, a scavenger lias been engaged 
to cleanse the streets thoroughly, and a person to limewash the 
houses, where necessary. The report received by me to-day shows a 
diminished number of cases ; but if the epidemic should extend, I 
should suggest that the Committee he requested to consider the 
propriety of taking means to obtain the services of a medical ‘'house 
to house visitor. 

I remain, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Alexander Knox, Medical Inspector. 

F. Stanley, Esq., Secretary. 



IIathdown Union. 

No. 150. — Report from Dr. Hill, Medical Inspector. 

73, Upper Leeson-street, Dublin, 
November 10, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

In compliance with the instructions contained in your letter, 
No. 36,884, 1854, of the 31st ultimo, I yesterday made inquiry into 
the circumstances of three cases of Cholera, reported by Dr. Hosier, 
as having occurred in the Itilliney District of the Kathdown Union, 
and beg leave to forward to you the following particulars : — 

The first case that occurred in the District wa3 that of James 
Hogan, aged thirty-seven years, a labourer, living at Leopardstown. 
On the 25th ultimo, about nine o’clock, A.M., he was brought on a 
car to the residence of tlio Medical Officer, and stated that three 
hours previously he had been attacked with vomiting and purging, 
and that he hail been seized with violent cramps while on the road. 
The Medical Officer states that his pulse was extremely weak, and 
that he had all the appearance of a person labouring under Cholera; 
A draught, containing Battley’s sedative, in camphor mixture, was 
immediately administered, and he was sent home, with directions 
to repeat the draught every hour, and to apply a mustard poultice 
over the surface of the abdomen. In the evening the symptoms 
had subsided, and on the next day he was convalescent. This 
patient had not been affected with premonitory Diarrhcca, nor could 
his illness be traced to communication with any infected person or 
locality. 

The next case that foil under the notice of the Medical Officer 
was Bryan Douegan, aged twenty-one years, a railway labourer, 
living on Dalkev-hill, who was seized with symptoms of Cholera at 
eleven o’clock, a.m., on the 27th ultimo. He had been suffering 
from Diarrhoea for four or five days previously, without having 
made application for medical relief; and though seriously ill from 
eleven o'clock, a.m., did not send for the Medical Officer until five 
o clock in the afternoon. When visited at half-past fire, he was in 

r 
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a state of complete collapse. External stimulants were immediately 
applied, and Battley’s sedative, with compound spirit of lavender, 
iu camphor mixture, administered internally every half-hour, but 
■without any beneficial effect ; and ho died at two o’clock, A.n., on 
the following morning. This patient was of temperate habits, and 
had not been out of the District, or in communication with any 
perspn from an infected locality. The cottage in which he lived is 
stated to he clean and healthily situated, but was crowded with 
inmates; and in the room where the patient was lying, an apartment 
about ten feet square, sevon adult labourers were in the habit of 
sleeping every night. 

The last of the three eases referred to in Dr. Hosier's report was 
that of Ally M‘Donnell, aged forty-four years, living on Killiney- 
hill. Her cottage is stated to ho extremely clean, and she had not 
been exposed to infection in any manner. She was attacked with 
purging, vomiting, and cramps, at six o’clock, r.M., on the 29th nit, 
without premonitory Diarrhoea, and was visited by the Medical 
Officer in less than an hour afterwards. External stimulants and 
Battley’s sedative were administered, as in the preceding cases, 
followed, in this instance, by three scruple-doses of calomel, one of 
which, combined with half a grain of opium, was taken at intervals 
of three hours. By this treatment the symptoms were arrested, and 
on the following morning she was convalescent. 

Since Br. Hosier’s report of the 3rd instant, the following cases 
have occurred in the District : — 

Catherine Byrne, aged thirty years, a labourer’s wife, living in 
Dalkey-terrace, Dalkey, was attacked at five o’clock, a.m., on the 
5th inst., with symptoms of Cholera, without having suffered from 
premonitory Diarrhoea. Medical aid was not sought for until late in 
the afternoon ; and when the Medical Officer visited her at five o'clock 
p.m., she was moribund. She lived but a few minutes after his 
arrival. Her illness could not be traced to communication with any 
infected person or locality. 

Isabella Nolan, aged forty-five years, a servant living in fe 
Dalkey Dispensary, was seized with vomiting, purging, and cramp, 
at an early hour on the morning of the fitli inst. : when seen by the 
Medical Officer, at eleven o’clock, A.M., she was still labouring under 
those symptoms, but her pulse was good, and the surface of the body 
warm. The application of mustard poultices, and the internal 
administration of Battley’s sedative, in the maimer above described, 
checked the further progress of the disease, and on the following 
day she was convalescent. 

Michael Byrne, aged three months, son of Catherine Byrne, aboic 
mentioned (No. 4), is stated to have died of vomiting and purging 
at seven o’clock on the morning of the 8th inst., after a few ho® 
illness. No application was made for medical relief in his behalt. 

Catherine Kane, aged forty-two years, living in Dalkey-terra«i 
was taken ill at eleven o’clock, p.m., on Wednesday the 8th rash 
with vomiting, purging, and cramps, having been suffering W® 
Diarrhoea for two days previously. This woman occupied a rso 
in the cottage of Catherine Byrne (No. 4), anrl had assisted 
■king and otherwise attending upon that, patient for several hews 
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the previous Sunday. Slio was visited by the Medical Officer at 
half-past four o’clock, A.M., on the 9th inst., and found labouring 
under the characteristic symptoms of malignant Cholera. He states, 
that she was deserted by all her acquaintance, without any person 
whatever to carry into effect his directions for her treatment, and 
destitute of the means of procuring even a fire to warm the appli- 
cations that were requisite. Under these circumstances lie gave her 
a draught of Battley’s sedative, in camphor mixture, and sent for 
the Relieving Officer, by whose directions she was conveyed to the 
Union Fevef Hospital. I was informed by tbe Medical Officer, as 
well as by the Rev. Mr. M'Cabe, Roman Catholic clergyman of 
Dalkey, that owing to the impossibility of procuring any better 
mode of conveyance, slie was removed on an ass’s cart, her only 
covering being the priest’s cloak, which lie threw over her himself ; 
and they suggested that tbe Guardians should be requested to pro- 
vide either a Cholera Hospital in Dalkey, or a covered vehicle for 
the removal of patients to the Workhouse. 

The man who drove the ass was Patrick Byrne, husband of 
Catherine Byrne, and father of Michael Byrne, whose cases are 
described above. He had been suffering from Diarrhoea for two 
davs, without application for medical aid, and only made Ms con- 
dition known to tbe Medical Officer just as he was leaving Dalkey, 
about six o’clock, A.M., on the 9th inst. Dr. Easier gave him an 
astringent draught, and he proceeded on his errand ; but before 
reaching the Workhouse was attacked with vomiting and cramps, 
and he and the woman under his charge were admitted at the same 
time into the Union Fever Hospital. 

William Luff, aged fourteen years, living in a cottage on the 
Sorrento-road, Dalkey, in the immediate vicinity of Dalkey-terrace, 
was attacked at six o’clock, a.m., on the 8th inst., with vomiting, 
followed by purging and cramps. He bad not been in any of the 
houses where the previous cases had occurred, nor, it is stated, in 
communication with any of their inhabitants. No application was 
made for medical relief until six o’clock, A.M., on the 9th inst., when 
he was immediately visited by Dr. Hasler, who found him in a state 
of collapse, and labouring under tbe usual symptoms of Cholera. 
The same line of treatment was adopted in his case as had been 
employed in tbe former cases, and at two o’clock, P.M., yesterday, 
when I saw him, there appeared to he some probability of his 
recovery. 

Bridget Quin, aged seventy years, living in the next cottage to 
the Byrnes, in Dalkey-terrace, was seized with symptoms of Cholera 
at seven o’clock, A.H., on the 8th inst., and died at eight o’clock, 
a.h., on the next day. She was not seen by Dr. Hasler, having 
been attended, it is stated, by a medical practitioner resident ini 
Dalkey. 

Catherine Healy, aged forty years, wife of a railway policeman, 
living in Dalkey-terrace, next door but one to Byrne’s cottage, was 
taken ill at six o’clock, A.M., on tbe 9th inst., with vomiting and 
cramps, having been suffering from Diarrkma for two days pre- 
viously, She was visited by tbe Medical Officer at twelve o’clock, 
noon, at which hour the symptoms of ■ Cholera were well' marked. 
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The treatment adopted was the same as in the other cases ; and 
when 1 saw her at two o’clock, p.sr., yesterday, there appeared to 
be no prospect of her recovery. 

Michael Heady, aged twelve years, son of the last mentioned 
patient, was attacked with violent vomiting and 'purging, unaccom- 
panied by cramps, at ten o’clock, A.M., on the 9th iuet. He bad 
been affected with premonitory Diarrhoea for twenty-four hours 
previously, without medical advice having been applied for. He 
was seen and prescribed for about twelve o’clock, noon — when the 
Medical Officer visited Catherine llealy, his mother — the treatment 
being, with slight variation, of a similar description. At the 
period of my visit, the symptoms appeared to have been checked. 

The total number of cases that have occurred in the District, from 
the 25th ult. to the 9th inst., amounts to twelve. Of these, four 
have died, three bare recovered, two have been removed to hospital, 
and three were under treatment at the date of my visit. 

The Medical Officer reports that Diarrhoea is prevalent in the 
District — six Cases having been under treatment on the last Dispen- 
sary day ; and the details of the cases of Cholera above described 
render it probable that many others exist, of which the Medical 
Officer has received no intimation. 

The provisions of the Nuisances Removal and Diseases Prevention 
Acts appear to have been efficiently enforced in the District, through 
the agency of the Relieving Officer and Constabulary; and the 
houses in which the cases of Cholera occurred, have been, or are in 
course of being, purified and whitewashed. 

The cottages in Dalkey-terraeo, whore the disease has appeared 
with such severity, are of a good class, with back yards attached; 
and I ascertained, by personal inspection, that the rooms, with the 
exception of Byrne’s, which, being empty and locked up, was inac- 
cessible, are tolerably clean and comfortable. The drainage in this 
neighbourhood is, howevor, defective, each house having in the front 
court-yard a large . opening leading into a common sewer, which 
appears to he the general receptacle for every description of how 
refuse. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

John Hill, Medical Inspector. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



No. 151.— Report from Dr. Hill, Medical Inspector. 

7 3, Upper Lesson-street, Dublin, 
January 16, 1855. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg leave to inform you that, in compliance with the instruc- 
tions contained in your letter. No. 43,422, 1854, of the 23rd ultimo, 
enclosing communications received from the Medical Officer of the 
Dslgany Dispensary District, in the Rathdown Union, respecting 
the occurrence of three cases of Cholera therein, I made iuq<m7> 
on the ilth instant, with reference to those cases, and also as to™ 
sanitary condition of the District generally. 
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The following are the particulars of the cases alluded to, as stated 
to me by Dr. Browne, the Medical Officer. 

The first appearance of Cholera in the Disteict was in the person 
of Mrs. Byrne, aged fifty years, who kept a public house at Kilma- 
eanogue. It is stated that she was in comfortable circumstances, 
and that her premises were remarkably clean, and free from any 
local peculiarities calculated to prove injurious to health. At an 
early hour on the morning of the 18th ultimo she was attacked with 
symptoms of Cholera, and was, in the first instance, attended by a 
medical practitioner residing in Bray. She was not seen by Dr. 
Browne until about one o’clock, P.M., at which hour she was in a 
state of collapse, perfectly livid, and suffering from purging, vomit- 
ing, and cramps. The discharges from the stomach and bowels were 
of the characteristic rice-water appearance. The treatment adopted, 
in consultation, consisted in the employment of external stimulants, 
with enemata of tannic acid, and the administration ofpills of calo- 
mel and tannic acid, draughts of hydrochloric tether and hydro- 
cyanic acid, and a mixture containing sulphate of quina and dilute 
sulphuric acid. On the 19th there was a slight appearance of 
reaction, but no permanent improvement took place, and she died 
on the 20th ultimo, the secretion of urine having been totally sup- 
pressed from the commencement of her illness. This patient had 
not been affected with premonitory Diarrhoea, nor had she recently 
been from home, though some members of her family had occasion- 
ally visited the neighbouring districts. 

Mary Synnott, aged sixty years, living at Kilmacanogne, exactly 
opposite to Mrs. Byrne’s house, was taken ill during the night of 
the 19th, or early on the morning of the 20th ultimo. At eight 
o'clock, a.m., when she was visited by the Medical Officer, the 
symptoms of Cholera were well marked. Being very destitute, and 
without any person to attend upon her, she was removed, between 
nine and ten o’clock, a.m., by the Relieving Officer, to the Rath- 
down Union Hospital, where, it is stated, she died at three o'clock, 
a.m., on the following flay. Previously to her removal she took, by 
direction of the Medical Officer, several creasote draughts, and a 
mixture containing acetate of lead and Dovers Powder, which had 
the effect of controlling, for a time, the purging and vomiting. 

Peter Coleman, aged forty years, a servant of Mrs. Byrne, above 
mentioned, and living in the same house, was seized, on the morn- 
ing of the 20th ultimo, with purging, vomiting, and cramps. He 
had been suffering from Diarrhoea during the whole of the preced- 
ing day, but had not applied for medical relief. When visited by 
the Medical Officer, between seven and eight o'clock, a.m., he pre- 
sented all the ordinary symptoms of malignant Cholera, with the 
exception of suppression of urine. Creasote draughts, and a mix- 
ture containing acetate of lead and Dover’s Powder were adminis- 
tered, and external stimulants freely applied. Under this treat- 
ment the symptoms gradually subsided, hut he was not convalescent 
until the 24th ultimo. 

Ro other case of actual Cholera had occurred in the District up 
to the period of my visit, on the 11th instant ; but during the pre- 
vious fortnight ten cases of Diarrhoea had been attended by the 
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Medical Officer, eight of them having been accompanied viti 
bilious vomiting and slight abdominal cramps. They have all 
recovered. The Medical Officer informed me that the Committee 
have taken all necessary sanitary precautions, by enforcing tie 
removal of nuisances, limewashing the interior of cabins, fa, ; aid 
that the habitations of the poor are at present in a satisfactory state 
of cleanliness. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

J ohn Him, Medical Inspector. 

The Poor Law Commissioners. 



Eos Cuba Union. 

No. 152. — Letter from Dr. M‘ Arthur, Medical Officer of 
Shinrone Dispensary District. 

Shinrone , October 10 , 1854 . 

Gentlemen, 

I have' the honour to inform you, that on Sunday morning, tie 
8th instant, at nine o’clock, near Milltown Bridge, within one milt 
of Shinrone, Con Moono ivas suddenly attacked with Diarrhea 
which in about three hours ran into decided Asiatic Cholera, of which 
he died on Monday, the 9th instant, at one o’clock, r.sr., having 
never rallied for a moment from the collapse in which Ifoimdhii, 
on going immediately after being sent for, a few minutes after 
two o’clock on Sunday evening. 

I have also to report that his wife, Mary Moone, aged forty-five, 
was attacked with Asiatic Cholera (after Diarrhea neglected for 
twelve hours), at ton, a.m., yesterday morning, the 9th instant, 
which rapidly ran into collapse, and that she died at half-past tec 
last night. 

I have further to state, that a woman, named Sally Claras, wl« 
had been for some hours on Sunday in Moone’s house, while n 
chapel this morniug, at nine o’clock, was observed by. the officiating 
clergyman, the Uev. Mr. O’Leary, to ho ill. He had her taken itfe 
the vestry-room, or sacristy, and came for mo at once. She 1m 
purging six or eight hours, some vomiting, and slight cramps m the 
great toe, extending upwards towards tho leg. A dose or two o 
acetate of lead were given, and some stimulants, after which she 1® 
the chapel much relieved. , 

This outbreak lias taken placo most unexpectedly, so far reran 
from any place in which Cholera is known to exist in Ireland, a® 
in a locality which has been for many months in a healthy condi * 
and free from almost any sign of Diarrhoea. 

I have the honour to ho, Gentlemen, your obedient hnnlb 
servant, 

Andrew M'Arthue, 

Medical Attendant, Shinrone ■DispeiM*!' 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 
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So. 153. — Report from Dr. Purcell, Medical Inspector. 

Carrich-on-Suir, October 14, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 11th instant, No. 34,274 — ’54, together with a communication 
from the Medical Officer of the Shinrone Dispensary District, of 
Roscrea Union, reporting tho occurrence of Cholera in that District, 
and requesting me to inquire and report to you the particulars of 
the cases, and to what extent the provisions of the Nuisances 
Removal and Diseases Prevention Acts have been put into operation 
in the District. 

In reply I have to inform you that Con Moone, a labourer, about 
forty-eight years of age, occasionally intemperate, resident in the 
townland of Coolnacon, in the Shinrone Dispensary District, retired 
to bed in good health, on the night of Saturday, the 7th instant, and 
on Sunday morning, about S, A.H., was suddenly seized with painless 
and profuse Diarrhoea. He was visited by Dr. M‘ Arthur, the Medi- 
cal Officer of the Dispensary District, about two o’clock, f.m., the 
same day. He was then in the collapsed stage of Asiatic Cholera, 
and died at about one o’clock, P.M., tbe next day. 

Mary Moone, wife to the deceased, also about forty-eight years of 
age, was attacked with painless Diarrhcea early on the morning of 
the day her husband died (the 9th instant). She made no complaint 
to Dr. M'Arthur, until he noticed her while in attendance on her 
husband. She sunk rapidly into collapse, and died early the follow- 
ing day (the 10th). 

Their diet during tho previous week, as I was informed, consisted 
of Odessa flour made into bread, and Indian meal stirabout. The 
week before that, they had been eating unsound beef, which the 
deceased man procured from a butcher named Connors, residing iu 
Shinrone. I was also informed that the cow had been several days 
sick, and was dying when the butcher bought her. 

The third case alluded to is Sally Clavan, aged thirty-five.; was 
in attendance on the deceased man, Moone. She remained with him 
until he died; but wben sbe saw deceased’s wife ill, sbe became 
frightened, and left the house ; immediately after which she got ill 
with vomiting, followed by liquid purging. While at Mass on Tues- 
day, the 10th instant, she was observed by the officiating clergyman, 
who had her promptly attended by Dr. M ‘Arthur, who treated her, 
and when I saw her she was convalescent. 

The deceased man’s family consisted of himself, wife (also 
deceased), one daughter, about twelve years of age, and two nieces. 
Mr. Armstrong, the Relieving Officer, took the daughter to Iris house, 
where I saw her quite well ; and an aunt took the two nieces to 
Birr. None of the parties had been from home, or exposed to any 
person suffering from Cholera. I was also informed that the deceased 
man had not drank any spirituous liquor for three weeks previous to 
his illness. 

On my way to Shinrone I went into the next house to where the 
deceased persons resided, and found the owner, Kirwan Dolan, a 
labourer, about sixty years of age, suffering from painless Diarrhoea, 
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with weak pulse, anti considerable depr-ession of the powers of life. 
The Believing Officer had been previously to see him, and had sent 
for the Medical Officer, who arrived while I was in the house. The 
man stated that he had the Diarrhoea for two days, hut that it did 
not prevent him from working until that morning (yesterday, the 
13th instant). He was a constant visitor at Moone’s house during 
his illness ; and I have no doubt hut that I found him in the inci- 
pient stage of Cholera. 

I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen, your very obedient 
servant, 

John If. Ptjrcei,!, Medical Inspector. 
To (he Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 



Fo- 154 — Letter from Dr. M‘ Arthur, Medical Officer of 
Shinrone Dispensary District. 



Shinrone, October 15, 1854. 
Sin, 

I have the honour to send you herewith, for the information of 
the Poor Law Commissioners, three days’ report (Form A), which I 
should have sent each day, but from the pressure of work. 

I sent you, on the 1 3tli, a report of the case of Keeran Magrath, 
written several hours after Dr. Purcell had seen him with me, and 
that we had agreed to call the case ono of Choleraic DiarrhceM 
name which I have still continued in the report enclosed; butl hare 
since very strong reasons for believing it to be a case of pore 
Cholera, one of which alone 1 shall trouble you with, namely, that 
from the hour of ten o'clock on Thursday night until half-past two, 
p.m., to-day, ho never passed ono drop of urine; and although the 
purging ceased, the vomiting continued excessive until that hour. 

I saw him at half-past five this evening, and have now some 
hopes of liis recovery, although ho has been in a most precarious 
state since mid-day on Friday. 

Ho case of Diarrhoea at the Dispensary of Shinrone and Money- 
gall on Friday and Saturday. 



I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 



W. Stanley, Esc/., &c. 



Andrew M’Amiiub. 
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Antrim Union. 



y 0i 155 ‘Report from Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector. 



Belfast, April 29, 1854. 



Sir, 



I have to report that I this day visited Antrim, with reference 
to the existence of Cholera in the Antrim Dispensary District, and 
on careful inquiry, ascertained the following facts from the Medical 
Attendant of the' Dispensary. . . 

Richard Perry, (aged forty-five,) the patient referred to m Ins 
communication to the Commissioners of the 24th instant, died in 
about thirty-six hours from being attacked with illness, the symptoms 
present being rice-water purging and vomiting, collapse, dark suffu- 
sion of skin,' cramps, suppression of urine, and imperceptible pulse. 
No communication could he traced with any infected person or place, 
nor 'was any supposed to have taken place by Dr. Nixon, who had 
previous opportunities of becoming acquainted with epidemic malig- 
nant Cholera, and who has no doubt as to the case being a true 
specimen of that disease. The patient was not in destitute circum- 
stances. There are three other individuals in the same family, but 
none of them have been since attacked by the disease. His residence 
was clean, hut closely abutted on a river, which carries away the 
refuse matter of a paper and bleaching mill. 

The following additional cases have occurred since that of Perry. 
Bella Maitland, aged eight, in destitute circumstances, and residing 
in a totally opposite direction from Perry’s house, was visited by Dr. 
Nixon on the 24th instant, having been seized with the same symp- 
toms as detailed in the last case, and died within twenty-four hours; 
this being also a genuine case of Cholera, but the existence of any 
preliminary Diarrhoea was denied, ou inquiry regarding it. 

A sister of Bella Maitland, (aged fifteen,) residing m the same 
house with her, was attacked on the 25th instant, with watery 
Diarrhoea, cramps, and vomiting, supervening on the same day; m 
this case the symptoms have been checked, and the patient is still 

iivins. , ... 

Margaret Hannan, (aged six,) in poor circumstances, residing in 
a different part of the town from any of the other sufferers, was 
visited by Dr. Nixon on the 29tli instant (to-day); she a a ie 

symptoms observed in Perry’s case, with the exception of cramps; 

she was attacked in the course of last night. . , . , ,, 

No communication between the different families, m which the 
disease appeared, could be traced or appeared probable. 

I visited the two surviving patients last mentioned, and, trom per- 
sonal observation, I see no reason to question the opinion o 
eases detailed being specimens of epidemic Cholera.. 

Pourteen cases of Diarrhoea have occurred within e mon 
April, up to the present date; a number much exceeding tbe average, 
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tut tlie disease has been found amenable to treatment and nn .Wt. 
have taken place. 

Considerable attention has been paid to the abatement of nuisances 
in this District^ by having cesspools cleared and filled up, removal 
of manure, and limewashing of various premises. The state of the 
town, however, is reported to me by the Medical Officer, not to be 
yet satisfactory in respect of cleanliness, an opinion in which I con- 
cur after visiting various parts of it (especially the lanes leading off 
the main street) under his guidance; and it would bo desirable "that 
immediate and energetic measures should be adopted to complete 
any thing necessary in this respect, under existing circumstances. 

The Sever Hospital of tho Union Workhouse, detached from the 
main building, is ready for the reception of Cholera patients, ami 
will probably supply any amount of hospital accommodation that 
might bo necessary for the District ; and I am informed it ms 
devoted to this purpose at tho last eruption of Cholera in Antrim. 

There is a suitable supply of medicine in the Dispensary— the 
Medical Officer being prepared to moot the epidemic in tho first 
instance; and tho Committee, on being invested with tho necessary 
powers, are ready to take any measures that may be considered 
advisable for tbe treatment and arrest of the disease. 

The Board of Guardians have already procured lime for white- 
washing, which has been used by some of the inhabitants; and men 
have been employed in other cases to do what appeared necessary in 
this respect. They have also ordered straw to ho purchased for the 
beds of the poor. 

Tire sewerage of the town of Antrim is very defective, being, as I 
was informed, limited to one sower, leading from the Workhouse 
under tho town; but on examining it, I found that there was a free 
current of water flowing through it. With this exception, I am not 
aware that any other underground sowers exist in tire town. 

The other towns in the Antrim Union, of any consequence, arc 
Bandalstowu and Criunlin; but I could not ascertain that any appli- 
cation .hos been made from any of tho distant parts of the Union, 
regarding hospital accommodation, iir enso of its becoming neces- 
sary; and patients, in Cholera, could not bo moved with safety to 
Antrim from a distance. 

I propose, however, to visit Antrim again on Thursday next, anil 
to atteud the meeting of the Board of Guardians, and afterwards I 
shall have the honour of reporting farther to the Commissioners on 
the subject. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, ] 

Alexander Knox, Medical Inspector. 

W. Stanley, A’sg., Secretary. 
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2f 0i i56, Report from Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

liandalstown, August 2, 1854. 

rilE ’ I have the honour to report, for the information of the Commis- 
sioners for administering the Laws for the Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland, that I yesterday visited the Antrim Dispensary District, 
with reference to the re-appearance of Cholera there. 

Dr Nixon, the Medical Attendant of the Dispensary, was absent, 
as appears by the annexed letter, on urgent business, but I made the 
nectary inquiries of Dr. M'Oamb, the Medical Attendant. of the 
Antrim Union Workhouse, who is discharging Dr hixons duty 
d urine his absence, and who saw the two patients referred to m Di. 
Nixon’s letter of the 27th ultimo, which I return “ Re 
symptoms were vomiting, purging, cramps, and collapse, followed by 
death in a few hours; and Dr. MUomb appears to have no doubt 
that the disease, in both the patients referred to, viz., W illiam Flcni 
; u „ an d Samuel Cooper, was malignant Cholera. The former lived 
iiAhe country, and the latter in Bow-lane, in Antrim, and there was 
no ascertainable communication between the parties. 

I visited Bowdane, and from personal inquiries fram the "mates 
of the houses in which two other cases l.adoccurredasicpoitedip 
the Cholera Register of the 29th ultimo, viz, the eases of Hugh 0 A eat 
and Sarah M'Larnoii, I see uo reason to doubt that the fatal results 
in both were attributable to Cholera. The three houses in which 
the di-ease occurred in Bow-lane are closely adjoining each other, 
but to communication between the inmates could hc ascerta,.'c^ 
except that the hoy O’Neal had been in the house of Coopei at the 

time of tlic funeral of liis child. n i • i 

With the exception of M'Lamon, none of the parties could be *id 
to » unnecessary delay appears to have taken place 

in hiirvin'T the bodies of the deceased. . , • 

U1 Another child of Cooper’s died of Cholera, when pre^lent in Antrnn 
during the present year; and some years ^ ‘ 

two other members of bis family, also, died of 1 

t0 All' the four eases in the annexed Cholera Register having proved 
fatM, I mu glad to be able to report, that no ^cerUrned case 
of that disease existed in the District at tho period of my v 
terday; and there appears to he little or no Dian , ‘ recorded 
case of that disease in the Union Workhouse ; and no case recorded 

in the Registry of the Dispensa^inco gW 0 f MeLarnon, 
There are from five to eight inmates m . 

Cooper, and O’Neal, but they are all reported to me, on stoflt £ 
sonal inquiry, as being healthy, up to the time of my inspection 

the residences ot Cooper and 0 Neal, hut no o buried. 

M'Larnon had died, and whose remains m o « itont to b e buried. 

With reference to the sanitary state District genemUy,! 

have to report that, in various parts of the ■ i iaye taken 

offensive re-accumulation of manure and other 1 
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place; and I should suggest that the Believing Officer he directed 
to inspect it forthwith, and to have all ascertained nuisances reran™, 1 
without delay. eu 

I have the honour to remain, Sir, your most obedient servant 
Alexander Knox, Medical Inspector. 
W. Stanley, Esq., Secretary. 



No. 157. — Report from Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

Randalstown, September 11, 1854 
Sir, 

I beg leave to report, with reference to the appearance of Cho- 
lera in the Randalstown Dispensary District, and its sanitary condi- 
tion as referred to in a communication of the Medical Officer Dr 
M'Kee, and in the minutes of the Board of Guardians of the 31si 
ultimo, that I have again visited the district, and instituted further 
inquiries of the Medical Attendant. 

The first case, as already reported by him, occurred on the 19lh 
of August, in the town of Randalstown, and proved fatal, notbein° 
traceable to any suspected source of infection. 

The second fatal case occurred at Anaghmore, on the 21st ultimo, 
under similar circumstances, no communication being traceable’ 
Ihe symptoms were well marked. 

On the 19th and 21st ultimo, two cases of milder description oc- 
curred at Milltown, the symptoms being cramps, vomitin", and 
purging, and terminating in recovery. 

. Another case, similar to those last, occurred at Aglialoughan, on 
the doth ultimo, in a man, whose wife was also attacked ou the 6th 
instant j noth recovered, 

This was the latest case in the district, nono having occurred since, 
and at present there is neither Cholera or Diarrhoea in any part of it. 

these four last-described cases, arc stated by Dr. M'Kee to have 
been Cholera, hut not of the malignant or Asiatic form, aud therefore 
not reported by him to the Commissioners. 

The disease did not affect any second person in a family, except 
tne husband and wife abovo mentioned, and occurred in entirely 
opposite directions in the district. The sanitary condition of the 
•own is improved, and, on the whole, appears to bo in a satisfactory 
state ; but attention will ho necessary to keep it so. 

due •““ ey i n S Officer visits the district once a week, and the 
eclical Officer calls his attention to any ascertained nuisance in the 
country parts of it. 

There are considerable numbers of strangers here, employed in the 
cons ruction of tlio railway to Cookstown; and should tho epidemic 
appeal with any severity, inconvenience may he apprehended, unless 
means bo taken in due time, to provide, if possible, some local hos- 
pi a accommodation, in cases where the sick may ho in destitution, 
P° S31 hly excluded from their lodgings through the popular dread 
o infection. This subject has been brought before the Board of 
uar lans, and I have previously reported, that difficulty may he 
experienced in procuring any house for an hospital ; but I would beg 
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leave to suggest, that tlie subject be again brought before the Board. 
The Cholera Hospital at the Antrim Workhouse is about five to 
eleven miles distant from different parts of the Randalstown Dis- 
pensary District. 

I remain, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Alexander Knox, Medical Inspector. 
W. Stanley, Esq., Secretary. 



Athlone Union. 

jfo. 158. Letter from Dr. O’Connell, Medical Officer of 

the Brideswell Dispensary District. 

Athlone, June 18, 1854. 

Gentlemen, , . , . , . , T 

Some weeks past I was favoured with a letter, m which 1 was 
requested to furnish the particulars of any case of Cholera that 
would arise in the Dispensary District under my charge. I was 
glad to find no occasion had arisen from that period until the flth 
instant, when I was called on to visit Mulheran, the subject of the 
present communication. Before I give the note of his case, pel- 
bans the most satisfactory mode I could adopt to put you m posses- 
sion of the particulars, I may now state, that no other, either before 
or after liis, has occurred in my District. The following is a brief 
description, taken from my case book : — 

About twelve o’clock, noon, on Tuesday, the 9th instant, I was 
directed to visit Yergy Mulheran, who was attacked in the early 
part of the morning, having gone to bed in his usual health, with 
“purging up and down,” and then supposed to be dying. As Cholera 
had appeared in several towns, and in rural districts, I feared this 
micrlit be one, from the suddenness ol the attack, and the violence 
of the symptoms. The residence of the patient was close to the 
Dispensary, in the village of Currintolan, situated in a low spot, near 
a small river, and on the east and south sheltered by a range of 
hills. The man I knew to have been for years delicate, and reduced, 
from comparative comfort, to the necessity of seeking relief in the 
Workhouse several times. On entering his small room, m by no 
means a bad house, free from anv collection to he called a nuisance, 
the patient lay on his back, with the well-marked face of Cholera,, 
to he at once recognised by the experienced eye. He had the 
cramps, especially in the hacks of the thighs; the vomiting, the. 
purging, the insatiable desire for drink, the pulse scarcely per- 
ceptible, the cold surface, the voice redneed to the whispering 
tone, with the mind collected. I at once formed the opinion, a case 
of genuine Cholera was before me ; whether what is termed Asia ic 
I will not say, none other having occurred in the locality, but 
decidedly one with all the well-marked symptoms of that disease. 
From the condition of my patient, bleeding, which I practised in t io 
epidemic of 1849, at the outset of the attack, with singular success, 
could not be resorted to. I therefore took the most active mea- 
sures, by external warmth, stimulating embrocations to the extre- 
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mi ties, and powerful stimulants internally, combined with full 
doses of tincture of opium, to restore the beat, and allay the irrita- 
bility of tlie stomach. I am very happy these efforts were attended 
with such beneficial results, that on the 16th, (last Friday), be might 
be said to bo recovered, suffering at this time only from general 
weakness, and pains of the thighs and legs, no doubt owin'? to the 
violent spasms during his illness. 

I have been thus rather tedious on this case, but being oneof Cho- 
lera, and recovery having, rather against hope, taken ^place, I was 
disposed to think you would be pleased with a full detail. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant 
W. H. O’Connell, 

Medical Officer of ike BridesmU Dispensary District. 

To the Poor Raw Commissioners. 



Ballina Union. 

No. 159- — Report from Dr. Dillon, Medical Inspector. 

Baltina, August 24, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

Your letter of tlio 19tli reached me on my arrival here, on the 
21st instant. Hearing that a second fatal ease of Cholera had occurred 
in the town the previous day, and that Diarrhoea prevailed to some 
extent, I resolved to prolong my, visit, in order to ascertain every 
circumstance connected with both cases, and see how far the disease 
reported was likely to extend. 

With reference to tho case of Dixon, reported by Dr. Whittaker, 
and to which your letter particularly refers, I have received the 
following information from Mr. Richard Atkinson, apothecary to 
the Ballina Dispensary and Union Workhouse, as well as from Dr. 
Faussett, an old practitioner in this town. 

They both state that Dixon was a man of about sixty years, a pub- 
lican and small farmer by occupation, of very intemperate habits, 
and had resided in a low ill-conditioned part of the town; that he 
had not left Ballina for months, and could not have had any inter- 
course with persons affected with Cholera. 

The day of his illness he was reported to have dined upon herrings 
and eggs, with buttermilk, but no evidence could he had of his 
otherwise exceeding on that evening, although a noted tippler. He 
appears to have been seized, on the night of the 10th instant, with 
vomiting, purging, and cramps ; was not seen by Mr. Atkinson or 
Dr. Faussett until the morning of the 17th, and found by these gen- 
tlemen, in a state of collapse, and presenting to them the appearance 
of a person sinking under an aggravated form of Cholera, and called 
by both Asiatic Cholera. 

The second case reported was under tho care of Dr. Devlin, 
Medical Officer of the Union Workhouse, tho child of a respectable 
person, residing in an opposite part of the town to that of Dixon, 
and perfectly free from any nuisance that could either attract or 
generate disease. From Dr. Devlin’s statement, there was, in this 
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„„ the absence of many of tlie symptoms of malignant disease, and 
i' f„ii v 0 f opinion that the child died of wliat is termed British 
Cholera. Up to this hour no other cases have been reported 
T)r Devlin has assured me that the inmates of the Union W orL- 
hoase are at present healthy, and Diarrhoea, of any moment, has 

not prevailed lor soinc time. . , i i\f 

On Tuesday evening the 22nd instant, I was waited upon by Mr. 
Atkinson, to say he had a few minutes before visited a woman, 
named Philbirs, residing within one door of the Relieving Officei 
who had been attacked with severe purging and vomiting. I visited 
this case the following morning, with Dr. Whittaker, the Medical 
Officer of the Ballina Dispensary District, and found_ the woman in 
hpd, hut without any symptom that could justify us in pronouncing 
the case more than an ordinary attack of stomach and bowel de- 
rangement, produced by unwholesome and indigestible food. She 
admitted that her dinner, the previous day, consisted of bad salt fish 
and wet potatoes. A girl in the house had partaken of the same 
food, and suffered from vomiting and purging, but was then perfectly 
well, and walking about. 

Mr. Knox, tlie Relieving Officer, residing next, door to Philbns, 
was so alarmed as to fancy himself labouring under Cholera “ unll S 
the previous night. Returning from the house of Mi\ Knox and 
Mr* Philbirs we were met by a man, who requested that Ins maid 
inicrht be seen by Dr. Whittaker, having suffered, during the night, 
from the “ disorder going.” This person was found to labour under 
severe abdominal pain, with constipation of the bowels. 

Yiewinn- all the circumstances of these cases, I cannot take upon 
myself to attach epidemic influence to tlieir origin; and I have no 
doubt that if less importance had been given to the first fatal case, 
by the two medical gentlemen who were m attendance upon it, the 
existing panic in the town of Ballina won d have been avoided. 
Tbe District is reported l.ealtliy ; and from the diseases recorded m 
the Medical Relief Register, it would appear to have been so tor 

some time. ,, . , , (.„u 

The Nuisances Removal and Diseases Prevention Acts are m full 

operation in this District. „ ,. „ 

Should it be considered necessary to make further preparations 
for any outbreak of tbe disease in Ballina, I would beg leave to 
suggest that in addition to tbe present Dispensary, a depot, for t e 
issue of medicines, be established in Ardnaree, a small town, sepa- 
rated from Ballina by tbe river Moy; and for such cases requiring 
hospital treatment, that the wards of tlie Union Workhouse Feye 
Hospital bo opened, to which access can be made without passing 
through the grounds of tlie establishment, 1 .would be slow to 
recommend the formation of a distinct Cholera Hospi a in any P 
of tbe town, but under great pressure of disease. The prejudice 
agaiust Cholera Hospitals, on the outbreak of disease, is always so 
very great, that persons will not apply for medica re le in _ , 
premonitory stage, under tbe fear of being sent o _ ospi ■ > . 
where due and full facilities are afforded for the administration of 
medicine to check this stage, a vast amount of human life may 
be saved. 
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In a former report I gave my views and experience how this 
arrangement might be carried out on efficient and economic terms 

I have tho honour to bo, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

T. Dillon, m.d., Medical Inspector. ■ 
To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



Ballymena Union. 

No. 160. — Report from Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector, 

Belfast, June 2, 1851, 
Sir, 

I have the honour to report, for the information of the Commis- 
sioners, that I yesterday visited Ballymena, with reference to the 
appearance of Cholera in that town. On close inquiry, I find that 
the first caso occurred in a child, named McDonnell, on the 24th 
ultimo, without any ascertained premonitory Diarrhoea; the symp- 
toms reported to Dr. O’Neill, who saw her only on the evening of the 
same day, when moribund, having been purging, vomiting, cramps, 
and collapse. 

On tlie 25th ultimo, the mother of tho child mentioned, having 
had premonitory Diarrhoea for about a fortnight, was seen and pre- 
scribed for by Dr. Kidd — her symptoms being the same as in the case 
of the child. She seemed to improve for two days, hut died on the 
28th instant. She was seen by Dr. Ross and Dr. Patrick, who 
concur in opinion with Dr. Kidd, that this was a case of malignant 
Cholera. 

On tho 25th instant, another child in the same family, reported to 
have had premonitory Diarrhoea, and the saute symptoms as above, 
was seen by Dr. Ross, when moribund, wlio went voluntarily to 
visit her, having heard casually of her illness. 

There does not appear to he any just ground for doubting that 
these three cases, all fatal, wore true examples of malignant Cholera. 
Since the death of tho mother, however, none of the inmates of tho 
same house, amounting to eight individuals, have been attacked 
with any symptoms of indisposition, as I ascertained by inquiring 
of different members of tho family, having visited them for the 
purpose. No traceable communication witli any infected person or 
place could he made out; not' has any ascertained ease of Cholera 
appeared in the Ballymena Dispensary District since tho 2Sth ultimo. 

There are four lodgers in the house, but they have been resident 
there for several weeks, and have not had, as far as I could ascer- 
tain, any symptoms of indisposition. McDonnell, the owner of the 
house, distinctly stated that no stranger from Antrim or Belfast, or 
from any other place had been lodging in the lioisso for a consider- 
able length of time. 

The family are by no means in a destitute condition, nor are they 
intemperate ; and the house and street in which they live are in a 
fair state of cleanliness, indeed, superior in this respect to many other 
parts of the town. It appears, however, that the Cholera on a 
former occasion was more fatal in this street (Galgorm-street), than 
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perhaps in any other part of the town. The situation is low, but not 

^ThTMedical Officer reports the general sanitary state of the town, 
with some exceptions, to be satisfactory. A few places, which I 
visited in company with him, however, presented to observation 
very serious nuisances, as in Coach-entry, and the rere of the houses 
in Bridewell-row, which are remarkably offensive. 

The appearance of Cholera having excited renewed vigilance m 
these matters, the nuisances which I have just referred to, and all 
others ascertained to exist, have been reported to the Board of Guar- 
dians by the Constabulary and byDistrictlnspectors, appointed by the 
Town Commissioners. The necessary notices have been served with 
reference to the nuisances above stated ; and I am given to under- 
stand that summonses will be promptly issued against all parties not 
complying with the notices. . 

The situation of the town is well adapted for draining, and the 
main sewerage is stated to be good, bnt the branch sewerage, as I 
observed in some places, is defective, sufficient provision not being 
made to convey the sewerage matter from the private houses into 
the leading drains. The public streets, generally, are in a fair state 
of cleanliness. 

As far as I could ascertain, there are now no cases of Cholera in 
any part of the Ballymena Union. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Alex. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

W. Stanley, Esq., Secretary. 



No. 161. Letter from Dr. Millar, Medical Officer of 

Ahogill Dispensary District. 

Ahoyill Dispensary, June 21, ISoL 

Gentlemen, _ , , . . 

I beg to inform you that a case of Cholera has occurred in tins 
District, which I was not aware it was my duty to report to you, 
until I read your instructions on the subject to-day, m the Annua 
Deport for last year. I, therefore, hasten to report to you the 
symptoms of the case ; hoping, as no other case has since occurred, 
that the omission will not be deemed by you a serious neglect ot duty. 

On the 5th instant, I was called on to visit William Garrett, ot 
Ballymacleroy, aged fifty, who was said to be dying of Cholera. _ i 
proceeded as fast as possible to his residence, when t e o owing 
description was given of the- symptoms. . , . 

On the previous day he had been quite well, and was at cliurcn , 
went to bed as well as usual ; wakened between five and six m tne 
morning, felt sick, and began shortly afterwards to vomit, “compa- 
nied with Diarrhoea, j tlie motions became whey-like, wi 11 
■white particles in them — cramps succeeded, which were repreoen e 
as being very severe. The strength began to give way, an e n y 
rapidly increased ; then they thought of sending for me. 
saw him he was unable to speak, there was no pulse, an 1 
orer the whole body was cold and of a leaden coloui j e w 
Bible, hut had an indescribable wildness in his look. 
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I gave him stimulants internally, and applied heat' over the 
stomach and bowels, rubbing the extremities (assisted by others) 
for a considerable time under the bed-clothes. 

He, however, never rallied, and died about twelve hours from the 
commencement of the attack. I reported the case the same day tn 
the Committee. I pressed on the relatives the propriety of hastening 
the funeral, and taking proper precautions as to cleanliness, fa. fay 
and I called some days after, to see if the house had been cleaned 
out, but I found the door locked. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your very obedient servant, 
William Millae, Medical Ojjkcr. 

To. the Poor Law Commissioners. 



Bandon Union. 

No 162— Report from Dr. Geary, Medical Inspector. 
Gentlemen, Bandon , April 24, 1834, 

In accordance with the instructions contained in your letter oi 
the 20th instant, I attended at Bandon, where, in company with the 
Medical Officer of the District, and attended by Head Constalfc 
Wright and Foley, I carefully examined into the sanitary condition 
of the town of Bandon, in which recently occurred the case ii 
epidemic Cholera, reported by Dr. Ormslon. 

The particulars of that case show, that Daniel Bartnett, aged sixty 
years, a currier by trade, had enjoyed his usual good health, till 
about five o’clock on the morning of tho 11th instant, when he 
was seized with purging, succeeded by vomiting — and was seen at 
an early hour, by the Medical Officer, who found him running into 
collapse, with cramps of tho lower extremities. The further progrerf 
of the attack was arrested by calomel and opium, aided by broth 
and moderate stimnlatives, and tho man is now perfectly recovered. 
The illness is attributed, by his daughter, to rancid pork ami vege- 
tables, on which lio dined on the 10th. From the information 
obtained from Bartnett’s daughter, who lives in the house, and 
attended upon him during the attack, thero is no reason to suppose 
that he had any communication with individuals attacked with 
' Cholera, or that ho had been in any locality where the disease pre- 
vailed, as he does iiot appear to have left home for about oue month 
previously. A fortnight has elapsed since he was taken ill, and the 
members of tho family, as well as tho residents in Bandon, have 
continued free from similar attacks up to this time ; and the Medical 
Officer states that tho District preserves its ordinary health. 

Tho town of Bandon is situate in two Electoral Divisions, divided 
by the Bandon river ; that portion to the west, is called Kilbrogan. 
The small houses and cabins to be found hero are internally in a 
very wretched condition, with an absence of domestic comforts to 
no ordinary extent, and requiring limowashing and purification. 
The rear yards, almost without an exception, abound in filthy 
deposits oi manure, with fluid cesspools of a very offensive kind. 
This was observable at BarrettVhill aud Kilbrogan-street, extending 
along Killatrinn ; hut the most wretched and neglected site is that 
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of the Cork-road and Kelieily’s-laue, where lodging-houses, fearfully 
orercrowded, exist . From this place the Medical Officer stated, that 
during the epidemic of 1848-9, fever .cases were furnished to the 
hospital in large numbers. 

On the south side, called Ballymodeu, very many localities 
present the same inattention to sanitary observances: manure 
collections, of a highly dangerous description, with a filthy condition 
of the interior of premises, having been met with in .Church-lane, 
Castle-road, South Main-street, and Market-street. A place called 
Stannton’s-lane was represented as having lieen visited by fever, 
ilnrinv the epidemic of 1848-9, to a large extent. 

To°tlie rears of the houses along the west side of Shannon-Street, 
a large open drain was found, commencing at the corner of Railway- 
Jane where tiie surface water of the street enters a short sewer, 
which opens into this drain; it extends for about a quarter of a 
mile before it empties itself into tlio Bandon river, at a point nearly 
opposite the road leading up to the Workhouse. This drain runs 
iise to the wall of the small rear-yards of the premises which 
exist in Shannon-street, and receives the fluid refuse and soil- 
contents of each house. At this season of the year it appears to 
be filled with a thick greenish muddy collection, which, being com- 
posed, in a large degree, of decomposing animal and vegetable soil, 
cannot fail to prove a source of nuisance dangerous to the publio 
hcalih ; and tho more so, when it is considered, that owing to the 
prevalence of the wind from the west, its noxious exhalations must 
be waited, for a large period of the year, to the premises in its vici- 
nity. Close, to this drain, and with his bed-room window looking 

upon it, Daniel Bartnett, the subject of tho recent attack of Cholera, 
resides, and here his illness occurred. ' ■ ' _ 

The attention of the Guardians, and that of the fcamtaiy Com- 
mittee, might he urgently requested to the matters referred to, with, 
the hope of mitigating, if not averting altogether, the miseries of the 
impending epidemic, by causing an immediate abatement oi the 
existing nuisances dangerous to the public health, and 
measures adopted for the limewashing of the interior of the uw el - 
ings of the poor, and purifying the localities in which manure heaps 
and cesspools may exist. 

I have the honour to he, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
William J. Geauv, h.d. Medical Inspector. 
The Poor Law Commissioners. 

Belfast Union. 

No. 163, — Kepout from Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

Belfast, March 30, 1854. 

Sib, , 

I beg leave to report, for the information of the Commissioners, 
that I have, this day, attended a special meeting of the Sanitary 
Dispensary Committee of the town of Belfast, called, at my reques , 
with reference to sanitary arrangements at the present^ time ; an , 
io fulfil this engagement, which appeared to ipe to he oi much 

9 2 
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importance, I deferred proceeding, yesterday or to day, to Straus- 
ford, my usual place of residence in the District, in pursuance of 
the leavo obtained yesterday, but whither I shall proceed to-murrmv. 

On inquiry of the Nodical Attendants, it appears that one cm 
of disease was seen by Dr. (lorry, on the 28th instant, the patient, 
aged fifty-live, being in complete collapse, and his wife ami sou 
reported that he had been previously affected with profuse vomit- 
ing and purging, lining taken violently ill, in a sudden manner, the I 
evening before. On close investigation it was ascertained, how- 
ever, that there had been premonitory Diarrhcea for some d:n>. 
This ease was seen also by Surgeon Browne, and they are both 
decidedly ol - opinion that the patient laboured under Cholera of 
which he died in a few hours. I have directed Mr. Oovry to report 
the circumstances of this ease to the Commissioners, which he 
omitted to do until he should have seen me, and I presume he will 
report by to-day's post. No application appears to have been made 
for medical relief until too lato. This case occurred in Washington, 
street, which is at a very considerable distance, in the Falls Div 
trict, from the site of the following coses. There was no traceable 
communication. 

Dr. Boss, another of the Medical Attendants, reported two 
other eases, which he considered suspicious, in an overcrowded 
locality called Smithlield-conrt, the symptoms being violent purr- 
ing of a greenish fluid, yellowish watery vomiting, suppression of 
urine for several hours, and considerable collapse. These patients 
were sent to the Union Workhouse Fever Hospital yesterday, where ! 
one of them has since died, and both, as T have ascertained, have 
been pronounced by Dr. Bold, Medical Officer of the Workhouse, 
to be unquestionably cases of Cholera. 

In a house in the same street, and nearly adjoining the house of 
the two patients last mentioned, Mr. Brown, the Medical Inspector 
to the Town Council, on visiting it subsequently witli reference to 
its sanitary condition, found a child lying dead, for whom no medi- 
cal relief liad been applied for, and who bad not been seen by any 
medical practitioner during life, but who, on the case being investi- 
gated, was reported to havo been affected by vomiting and purging 
before death. This case Mr. Brown considers to have been one of 
Cholera ; and from the appearance of its mother, and another child 
belonging to her, ho believes that they liavo the disease probably 
impending. The child hero last referred to has since been attacked 
by Cholera, and another child, at the date of writing, is very ill in 
the same family also; hut no decided attack has occurred to their 
mother. I have since visited this place, and saw the two children 
mentioned — one evidently dying. 

Dr. Black visited a patient, aged thi rty-fonr, and found that collapse 
had set in. It was reported to him, on inquiry, that vomiting bad 
been observed, but there was no purging. This ease is considered 
by Dr. Black to have been suspicious, but he could not pronounce 
as to its being Cholera, ami the patient was also sent to the Work- 
house Fever Hospital. Marquis-street, in which this case appeared, 
is in the same locality with Smith field-court, before mentioned, 
but no particular communication exists, or was traceable. I bare. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



No. HI.] 



229 



j Reports of Cholera Cases- 

s i uce writing this, ascertained that this caso lias not turned out to 
he a ease of Cholera. 

Dr. Holliday reports, that no eases ot Cholera had occurred m 
his Suh-clistrict. but two cases of Choleraic Piarrhcea — not fatal — 
had occurred : and the Medical Officers report, generally, that 
Diarrhoea, oil the whole, is less prevalent than usual. The limited 
prevalence of Diarrhoea might lead to the hope that the epidemic 
{night not spread very generally at present; but this can only he 
taken as a surmise. To recapitulate, it would appear that there 
liavc been six eases of Cholera, and three deaths, in the Belfast 

District. , 

The Sanitary Committee, at their previous meeting, had come to 
a resolution, in case of the appearance of Cholera, to appoint house- 
to-house visitors for the detection and treatment of premonitory 
Diarrhoea in its early stages, from a list of advanced medical stu- 
dents, in the Queen’s College, who have given in their names for 
that purpose, at a payment of two guineas per week, for each, as 
long as employed by the Committee. This mode of \ isitation 
appears to me to bo very important, and I would beg leave to 
recommend its sanction by the Commissioners, as provided for by 
the Committee, as it appears both an economical and satisfactory 
mode of carrying out the plan. 

The Committee have further determined to employ regularly 
qualified medical practitioners, to aid their medical attendants in 
the treatment of Cholera (but only if the necessity should arise), at 
a rate of £5 5s. per week, and, 'in both cases, the hills for car-hire 
to he an additional payment. 

With reference to the overcrowding in certain localities (a great 
evil as regards the ravages ot epidemic disease), Mr. Brown, the 
Local Medical Inspector under the Town Council, agreed to bring 
the question, at the request of the Sanitary Committee, before that 
bodv, with a view to a remedy being provided with as little delay as 
possible, and the attention of the same gentleman is constantly 
directed to have the town kept in as satisfactory a state as possible. 
The powers of the Police Committee of the Town Council, under the 
Belfast Town Improvement Act (1845), S and 9 \'ic., c. 142, ss. 
207, 208, 209, appear to give full powers to remedy the evil ot 
overcrowding. 

In consequence of the report of Dr. Ross, the Committee, to-day, 
agreed to appoint, immediately, one of the students, ot four years 
standing, as a house-to-house visitor in Dr. Ross s District, to act 
under the directions and advice of that gentleman, with the inten- 
tion of immediately appointing others for the different Dispensarj 
Hub-districts, as occasion may arise. 

There is a proper supply of medicines on hand at the two Dispen- 
sary Stations, and as there is an active Dispensary Committee, with 
two experienced, clever and energetic, medical practiti oners, v iz., i- 
v Magee and Mr. Brown, as members of it, I am of opinion that ley 
are in a state of preparation to meet, promptly, an outbrea ' o e 
epidemic, if it should occur generally at the present time. 

I took the opportunity of giving such advice and sugges ions as 
appeared necessary under the circumstances, and to in ouna 
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tion on various points submitted to mo by the Committee and Medi- 
cal Attendants. 

I have personally inspected various parts of tlio town, wind, on 
the -whole, appear to bo, and are reported by Mr. Brown to he, in a 
satisfactory condition, but the plan of sewerage is not a perfect one 
and some houses have no rears ; and in these cases, the only plan 
to keep the streets clean is by having them regularly cleaned out 
and swept, which, I understand, is performed twice a day at least. 
The interior of many houses, bedding, &c., are reported, in some 
localities, to be in a very filthy state. 

I have only further to suggest, that it might he desirable to refer 
to the Board of Guardians the fiscal measures above referred to for 
their observations, and also to draw their attention to the necessity 
for continued vigilance in having the necessary sanitary arrangements 
carried out in the different parts of the Union. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Alex. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

TV. Stanley, Esq., Secretary. 

An additional point, on which the Committee are desirous of 
information, and which, at their request, I refer to the Commis- 
sioners, is this : — It is understood from tlio Commissioners’ letter, 
9,699, that patients may he sent into a Cholera hospital situated in 
one District, from an adjoining District, if safe and practicable, and 
that “patients suffering under premonitory symptoms, and applying 
in that state to any Dispensary, should he treated for the complaint 
at that Dispensary;” hut what the Committee wish distinctly to be 
made acquainted with is, whether a patient, after getting the imme- 
diate relief required at a Dispensary, not in his own District, is there- 
after to ho visited and attended to the close of the case by the Medi- 
cal Officer of the District where first relieved, or by the Medical 
Officer of the District in which he is resident and lying sick. 
Various considerations being involved in this, the most satisfactory 
plan appeared to me to be to refer it for decision to the Commissioners. 

A. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

P.S. — Since writing my report I have visited Smithfield-court, 
which is a small square, overcrowded with inhabitants of the lowest 
and most squalid description. The interior of the houses are poor 
in the extreme, and the inhabitants, generally, appear imperfectly 
supplied with food, badly clothed, and unhealthy in aspect. 

Surgeon Brown accompanied me, and we found measures were 
already in progress for the purification of the houses, and the remedy 
of the imperfect drainage of the place, &«., A r c. In another house, 
in this square, wo saw two other cases, which we considered to ta 
suspicious. In some eases there appears not only to be a, want a 
desire for medical aid, but a positive objection to it. It is m this. 
District that the house-to-house visitor has been appointed by the 
Sanitary Committee. 

A. . Knox, Medical Inspector. 
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y iQx Letter from Hr. McMeehan, Medical Officer of 

1 °' ” WMtehouse Dispensary District. 

Wldtehoiise, August 3, 1854. 

SlK ’ According to your instructions of 3rd January, 1854, 1 hare 
t„ st 4 that one case of Cholera has occurred here, which terminated 
toUv yesterday, after an illness of eighteen hours. The patient 
S Lourer on the turnpike road from Belfast to Antrim, aged 
If _ ears Collapse came on suddenly, without premonitory 
t-mntans shortly after eating his dinner on Tuesday He had no 
communication with any infected person or locality. He was treated 
f , -.1 followed by a strong cordial and stimulant mixture 

5 2L&S Cl , witl a-, o, optau. II. Di...l«, 
'as -nay he inferred from my return for July, is generally healthy. 

I shall forward a report of this case and any other that may 
cccur to the Belfast Board of Guardians on Wednesday next. 

Your obedient servant-, 



John McMeehan, m.h. 



IF. Stanley, Esq., Secretary. 



No. 165.— Report from Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

Emdahtovm, August 11, 1854. 

' I have the honour to report, for the infprmationof *e Commis- 
sioners for administering the laws for the relief o P • - t , 
land, that in accordance with their instructions, I ye^r&y TOite 
the Whitehouse Dispensary District, m the Belfast Union with e 
ference to a case of Cholera occurring therein, a < , • 

state of the District generally. On inquiry there ^PP? a J s ^ 
reason to doubt that the case described m the communication o tte 
Medical Attendant, which 1 return herewith, was one of mbgnaut 
Cholera, characterised by vomiting, purging, cramps, ‘P > 
death occurring in about eighteen lionrs; the a acv ‘ o 

been ushered in by any premonitory Diarrliira. _ 

The disease commenced on the 1st, and terminated on t e nd 
instant. The patient, Edward Magee, was of sober “.but 
scantily fed and clothed. His residence was in a pure ^mwpliere 
iu the country, and of the average degree of cleanliness, internally 

ittSLd certain that he had A 

with any person or place known to he aflectei wi j-miseuTito 

wife and several children, resident with bun in the sa 

the period of his death, remain unaffected with either D^rhaa^or 

Cholera. No case has since occurred in the Distric , ^ 

of the Medical Attendant; hut a man of the namp appears 

the keeper of a toll-bar on the road from Belfast te Antrim, pp ^ 

to have been attacked severely with Cholera, su o T 

death of the patient first referred to.. Moated attended Py a 
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private practitioner in Belfast, who considered the disease under 
which he suffered to he Cholera ; and Dr. McMeehan who saw him 
non-professionally, on the 5th of August, concurs in the correctness 
of that opinion. This man recovered. 

Edward Magee, the patient first named, whose illness occurred 
subsequently, was taken into the toll-keeper’s lodge, where he re- 
xnained about an hour before he was removed to his own resi- 
dence. Whilst Magee remained in the lodge another man remained 
with him, but Moate was not then present. The man in question 
has since had no symptom of Cholera. Moate subsequently visited 
the toll-bar lodge, but after Magee had been removed from it, and 
since tho period of his illness, none of the several members of his 
family have been attacked, as far as can be ascertained, with Cholera 
or Diarrhoea. 

_ Moate’s house and the lodge are nearly opposite to each other, on 
different sides of the turnpike road, and about a mile from the house 
of Magee. 

No case of Cholera is known to have since occurred in the White- 
house District, up to tho period of my visiting the District, and only 
one case of Diarrhoea, not presenting any peculiar character. 

The District of Wbitehouse is principally a rural one, with five or 
six cottages occupied by mill workers. The Medical Attendant 
reports that the District generally is in a satisfactory state, as 
regards nuisances injurious to health, with some few exceptions. I 
accompanied him to the villages of Wbitehouse and Whiteabbey, 
and found the streets and houses, both internally and externally, in 
a creditable state of cleanliness; but in tho rere of some of them 
open sewers were observable, which required to be cleaned out, and 
the impurities they contain removed. 

The Medical Attendant states, that the owners of the large mills, 
who pay much attention to the state of these villages, will have 
every nuisance removed on his representation of the matter, which 
he proposes to make without delay. 

The accompanying placard has been forwarded to the Medical 
Attendant from the Workhouse, and copies issued in the District, I 
presume by direction of the Board of Guardians. Bonn A, of which 
one is annexed, have also been transmitted by the Clerk of the 
Board to the Medical Attendant; consequently bo is prepared to 
attend to any applicants at bis own liouse; but as yet only one 
person affected with Diarrhoea has received relief without presenting 
a Dispensary ticket, and I pointed out that patients under such 
circumstances should not liavo their names inserted in the Belief 
Register. 

From the issuing of the above form it would appear that the 
Cholera Order for the Belfast Union has, to a certain extent, been 
acted on by the Board of Guardians with reference to the White- 
house District; hut I could not ascertain from the Medical Attend- 
ant that he had received any formal communication on the subject 

I remain. Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Alexander Knox, Medical Inspector. 

W, Stanley, Esq., Secretary, 
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jf 0 166 . Letter from Dr. Young, Medical Officer of Holy- 

wood Dispensary District. 

Holywood, June 12, 1854. 

hIE) In answer to your letter, No. 19,577, ’54, I beg to say, that I 
lid forward a report, in tlie usual way, on the Gth inst., which I now 
presume has gone astray. 

In my absence, on Dispensary business, on the 3rd inst. I was sent 
for to see a case of Cholera, which had occurred at Conswater 
Bridge, being on the extreme boundary of Holywood District, 
where it joins Ballymacarrett. 1 went, however, on the same day, 
and found the girl had been sent to hospital, where she died in 
twelve or thirteen hours from the time of admission. 

On the Gth inst. her father was seized with Cholera, but in conse- 
quence of getting some medicine which I had left, with directions, 
in the outbreak of the epidemic, the attack was not a very malig- 
nant one. I used all my efforts, but in vain, to induce him to go to 
hospital. His poverty may he illustrated by his having no other 
bed but a bundle of straw in a corner. 

I saw him every day for the following three days, and then he 
went to hospital, and died .thirty-six hours after he went in. I 
visited the place where the disease occurred, for nine days. There 
were only two cases of Diarrhoea reported to me, both of which 
recovered, but I have reason to know there were more who did not 
come under my notice ; however, I had distributed some_ medicine 
through the District, and I have the satisfaction of believing that it 
was of great service. The locality is quite free from disease now. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Geo. Henry Youns. 

IF. Stanley, Rsq., Secretary. 



No. 167. — Memorandum by Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

I have this day visited the Holywood Dispensary District, and 
inspected the town, in company with a member of the Dispensary 
Committee and a Town Commissioner. An inspection of the Dis- 
trict was made about six weeks ago, by four members of the Com- 
mittee, each of whom took a particular district. The duty’, it 
appears, was efficiently performed, and any nuisances detected by 
them were reported to the Committee, who employed a person to 
abate them. On examination, I find that the different parts of the 
town are generally in a satisfactory state of cleanliness. At present 
the Town Commissioners employ a permanent scavenger ; hut the 
drainage, I found on inspection, to be very imperfect. Plans, how- 
ever, for improving it have been, I understand, entertained by the 
Town Commissioners, which they propose gradually to carry out, as 
fest as their limited funds will allow. 

In some parts of the town the houses are badly constructed, as in 
WilsonVlane, where no accommodation in the rere is attached j 
bat attention had been paid to their cleanliness, as no nuisances 
were observable at the period of my visit. 
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No cases of Cholera have occurred since those reported by Dr. 
Young, and the District at present is healthy. 

Conswater, which I also visited, is on the very verge of the 
Ballymacarrett District ; the situation is low, and adjoining a foul 
sluggish river j hut the house in which the Cholera occurred was 
above the average degree of cleanliness. 

I did not see the Medical Officer of the District, in consequence of 
his necessary absence from home, which he had left iu the morning 
before the arrival of the mail which brought my letter of notice, 
aud which, consequently, he had not received. I caunot, therefore, 
add any particulars of the two cases of Cholera referred to, to the 
details contained in the annexed communication, and in the letter 
of Dr. Young, addressed to me, which I have previously forwarded 
to the Commissioners. 

June 15. A. K, 



Carlow Union. 

No. 168. — Extract from Report from Dr. Purcell, 
Medical Inspector. 

September 2, 1834. 

On looking over the Relief Register, Form P, I found two cases 
of Cholera entered therein, to which I called the attention of the 
Medical Officer, who informed me that he had not reported them tu 
the Poor Law Commissioners. 

The first case was that of Mary Premier, about thirty years of 
age, residing in the town of Carlow, of temperate habits, ami not 
exposed to any contagion. She sickened on the 13th of August 
last ; was visited by Dr. Porter, Dispensary Medical Officer, in 
about six hours after seizure ; lie found her with vomiting, cramps, 
and rice-water dejections ; she did not run into the stage of collapse, 
and recovered under treatment, on or about the third day, and is 
now well. 

The second case was that of Pat Leaden, a labourer, healthy, and 
of temperate habits ; sickened on the 30th ult., and was described 
to mo as having precisely the same symptoms as the former case, 
lie resides in Barrack-street, in Carlow, remote from the first case; 
had no communication with her or any other person ill, or place 
that was affected. I called on yesterday to see this man, hut found 
he was well, and outwalking. ' I should have stated, that he was 
visited by Dr. Porter in three hours after seizure, who continued ia 
attendance upon him until he was well. 

The third case was James Brennan, a private patient, residing ia 
the same street, and immediately opposite the house of Mary 
Premier (the first case). He is fifty-six years of age ; sickened on 
the 15th ult., two days after Mary Premier ; was visited by Dr. 
Porter in three hours after seizure, who found him constantly 
vomiting, rice-water dejections, cramps in extremities, tongue and 
surface of the body cold, feeble pulse, and rapidly running into col- 
lapse ; he, however, yielded to treatment, and recovered in about 
ten days. 

I am unable to say, of iny own knowledge, whether those were 
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mnuine cases of Asiatic Cholera ; hut, haying two of them recorded 
on the Belief Kegister, and finding that they were treated m the 
usual way that Asiatic Cholera is generally treated, I felt it my duty 
to report them to the Poor Law Commissioners. 



KOj 169 .— Report from Dr. Hill, Medical Inspector. 

22, Ely-pldcc, Dublin, September 23, 1854. 

GESI I hare’ the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, 
v. n 436— ’54 of the 20th iust., enclosing the copy ot a commu- 
nication received from Dr. Porter/the Medical Officer of the Carlow 
Union Workhouse, in which ho reports the occurrence of two cases 
of Cholera in that establishment ; and I beg leave to inform you, 
that, in compliance with your instructions, I this day proceeded to 
Carlow, and made inquiry into the circumstances of the cases 

referred to. _ 

The first case was that of Michael Jackson, aged nine years, who 
had been for about three years an inmate of the orkhonse, and 
lived in the main building. On the morning of the 18th mat. lie 
was admitted into tlie infirmary with itch ; and it is stated, that at 
that time he was, in other respects, m good health, About six 
o’clock, p.m., he was attacked with profuse purging and vomiting, 
accompanied with cramps in the trunk and extremities, the era- 
diations were at first feculent, bnt soon assumed the appearance of 
rice-water. The surface of the body became cold and livid, the 
pulse feeble, the eyes sunken and surrounded by a dark areola, the 
tongue and breath quite cold, the voice weak and hoarse and the 
urine suppressed. Notwithstanding the employment of stimulants, 
both internally and externally, followed by small doses of calomel 
and capsicum, administered alternately with astimgen s, e symp 
toms persisted until five o’clock the next morning, w len ej 
to subside. Reaction was succeeded by slight consecutive fever, which 
yielded to treatment, and when I saw him to-day he appeared to 

be convalescent. , T i n ■ 

During the same night, another boy, named_John Quin, nine 
years of age, who had been removed from the ^ oona' 
Auxiliary, totlie Carlow Workhouse, on tlie lotli iust, aut a ( ra - 
into the infirmary, suffering from itch, was attacked wi i smu. 
symptoms, but not so severely ns the other boy. I ie sam 
treatment was adopted in liis case as had been foun sue ' 
Jackson’s, and he is now Convalescent. , , , • 

The ward in which these patients were, when attacked, is a 
wooden slied, tlie ventilation of which, particularly a ni^ _ 

the windows and door arc closed, is, in my opinion, in ®^ ^ 1 > 
and I would Leg leave to suggest, that in each of 
perforated plate of zinc should he substituted for o l. W • 

panes of glass, and that the louvres in the roof ie en aige • •• 

These boys were on the ordinary diet of the howj, » 4 

their class, which appears to be nutritious and w 10 e ; 
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was stated tlmt the bread used in (he Workhouse has of late been so 
badly made, that on the last, board day the Guardians were under 
the necessity of dismissing the baker. 

Since the above described eases, none of equal severity have 
occurred in the Workhouse. Six cases, however, of purging ami 
vomiting, accompanied with cramps and rice-water discharges, have 
been under treatment ; and there were at the time of my visit 
twenty-six patients suffering from Diarrhoea. I am happy to add, 
that the number of new cases is diminishing, one only having been 
reported to-day up to two o’clock, p.m. 

The Medical Officer informed me that the health of the inmates 
of the Workhouse had been good until about two weeks ago, wlieu 
affections of tlic bowels became prevalent. lie also stated, that the 
Guardians have recently taken steps for improving the sanitary 
condition of the establishment,, by altering the construction of the 
privies, and removing the laundry from the body of the bouse. 

I have tire honour to he, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

John Hill, Medical Inspector. 

To ilia Poor Law Commissioners. 



Carrick-on-Suir Union. 

No. 170. — Eeport from Dr. Purcell, Medical Inspector. 

Coil, July 3, 1S54. 

Gentlemen, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 29th nit, No. 21,873— ’54, accompanied by a communication 
from Dr. Edmnmlson, Medical Officer of the Carrick-on-Siiir 
Dispensary District, reporting a case of Cholera in the town of 
Carrick-on-Suir, requiring me to report, as to the case referred to, 
and as to the existence of any other case in the District, and the 
extent to which Diarrhoea, or other similar diseases may prevail 
therein, as compared with other seasons. 

In reply, 1 have to inform you, that I have seen the woman 
this day, she is now convalescent, and from all the circum- 
stances of her illness, as ascertained by me, I have no doubt it was 
a genuine case of Asiatic Cholera. She was not at any time m 
connexion with any iufected person or place, and attributes her 
sickness entirely to the dinner of pork she cat on tlic day previous 
to her getting ill. She does not appear to he of intemperate habit 5 , 
and Doctor Edmondson's treatment of her was, in my opinion, 
judicious. No other ease occurred since. 

There have been some cases of Diarrhoea, or looseness of bowels, 
in the District ; hut, as far as I could ascertain, there were no 
deaths from this sickness alone. 

The District is healthy, I would say more so than it has been at 
other seasons. The house this woman resides in is a common 
lodging-house. Parties may have lodged from infected districts, 
but I could get no information on tliis point. The house b clean, 
and so is the District generally, as the provisions of the Nuisances 
Removal and Diseases Prevention Acts have been most effectually 
carried out in it. 
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I herewith return Dr. Edmundson’s communication. 

I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen, your very obedient 
servant, 

John h'. Purcell, Medical Inspector. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 

Castlebar Ujsion. 

No. 171. — Letter from Dr. Barrett, Medical Officer of 
Castlebar Dispensary District. 

Castlebar , October 8, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

A case of Cholera having presented itself in the towm of Castle- 
bar, I beg to give you the particulars, together with my report to 
the Committee of Management of the Castlebar Dispensary District 
and Board of Guardians of the Castlebar Union, at their meeting on 
Saturday, October 7th. The Board of Guardians, T am informed, have 
postponed its consideration till their meeting on Saturday, October 
Uth; I trust in the interval no case may occur. 

I was called on Thursday, 5th October, at about half-past two 
o’clock, P.M., by a visiting Dispensary ticket, to see Jane Hughes, 
aged twenty-five years, residing in Charles-street, Castlebar. On my 
visit, I found the patient suffering from cramps, purging, and vomit- 
ing; face, lips, and hands blue; face, body, and extremities quite 
cold; no pulse to he felt at the wrist, voice feeble, and hardly able 
to articulate; restless in the extreme. Under these distressing cir- 
cumstances, and a member of the Board of Guardians being present 
who suggested to me the propriety of getting Dr. Knott and Dr. 
McGreal to see the ease, I, with him, immediately went and brought 
them to see the case, when, without hesitation, both pronounced the 
case to be one of Cholera, and, on consultation, ordered medicines, 
and which I duly prepared and gave to a relative of the patient. 
I visited the patient several times during the day and night; not 
finding any improvement, I expressed, on the following morning (as 
the patient was sinking,) my doubts as to the medicines bemg given, 
when a woman in the room told me, that there was no use in de- 
ceiving me, as the friends would not allow any to he given. The case 
terminated fatally on Friday evening, October 6th, at about seven 
o’clock, p.m. I beg to say, that I have made every inquiry if this 
woman was from home lately, or if any strangers lately resorted her 
house, hut could get no satisfactory account; she went to bed on the 
night of the 5th instant in perfect health, after taking a tea supper. 
You should have heard from me as to this case, by Friday nights 
post, as w r as my duty and instructions, hut wished to have all par- 
ticulars, and to wait the issue of tho case. I trust the Poor Law 
Commissioners will approve the course I have taken. As yet no 
further case has appeared. 

I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen, your very obedient 
humble servant, 

John 0. Barrett, 

Medical Officer, Castlebar Dispensary District. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 
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No. 172.— Report from Dr. Dillon, Medical Inspector. 

Castlebar, November 3, 1851, 

Gentlemen, 

. I bog leave to state for your information, that another ease of 
Cholera has been reported to me this morning, viz., Richard Walsh 
a pensioner, residing in the same locality as the former cases, from 
the Medical Officer’s statement, this man had been ill for two day S| 
but did not demand relief until about nine o’clock this day, and now 
lies in a state of. collapse. Of the cases reported by me yesterday 
one has since died, namely, Elizabeth Realty, No. 13, being the 
third of the family that fell victims to the disease since its appearance 
.in Castlebar on the present occasion. The report from the Military 
Hospital is that the soldier of the Royals, reported yesterday, is now 
in consecutive fever and progressing favourably, hut that the drum- 
mer’s child died last night. No new cases amongst the military'. 

Total number of cases from the 24th of October last to this date, 
■sixteen; total deaths, twelve. 

I have been unable to ascertain, from the most minute inquiry, of 
any persons in Castlebar attacked with Cholera on the present 
occasion having had communication with . persons from any other 
•district or place where Cholera prevailed. 

The appearance of Cholera in the town of Castlebar in the year 
1840 was equally obscure. 

I havo the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

T. Dillon, m,d., Medical Inspector. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



Gastlecomer Union. 

No. 173 Report from Dr. Pdrcell, Medical Inspector. 

Kilkenny, May 19, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 12th instant, No. 16,020 — 1854, transmitting a. communication 
from the Medical Officers of the Castlceomer Dispensary District, in 
the GastlecOmer Union, reporting a case of Cholera which occurred 
in that District, and requesting me to visit the District and report 
'to you on the case, and also on the sanitary condition of the District. 

In reply I have to inform you, that I visited the District, as 
directed, and learned that a man, named Thomas HaudbriJge, a 
butcher by trade, in. independent circumstances, and about fifty 
years of age, but of bad constitution and intemperate habits, had 
been ailing for ten or twelve days with Diarrhoea, for which he 
sought no medical aid. On the lOtli instant, the Diarrhoea becom- 
ing more frequent, and his strength giving way, he sent for Dr. 
Carpenter at- about six o’clock, p.m. Dr. Carpenter immediately 
visited him, and found him in the collapsed stage of malignant 
Cholera. Dr. Ross was then called to his assistance, and both 
gentlemen continued in constant attendance until about twelve 
o’clock the following day (the 11th instant), when he died. It did 
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not appear that he hatl been from home, or iir any way exposed 
to the epidemic, hut the house and premises, where he resided 
abounds with filth of the most offensive kind. The hack sewers of 
the adjoining houses meet, and well-np in his. yard, in. which there 
is a lar'e onen stagnant cesspool, into which his own and his 
neighbour’s privies empty themselves. Nothing can possibly he 
more offensive, disgusting, or injurious to health than the back 
premises of the deceased man’s dwelling. 

On the 12 th instant, a man named Pat Brennan, a tailor by trade, 
about forty years of ago, and of intemperate habits, residing at 
Clooneen, about three miles from the town of Castleeomer, and in 
the Castleeomer Dispensary District, was suddenly attacked with 
nur'dnsr, vomiting, cramps, and other symptoms of Cholera. He 
was* promptly attended by Dr. Boss, under whose treatment lie is 
now convalescent. This man had no previous Diarrhoea, nor had he 
beau from homo, or in communication, as far as he knows, witk any 
person exposed to the epidemic, hut his dwelling is imperfectly 
ventilated, very damp, and very dirty. 

I rco-ret to state that up to this very little has been done m car- 
rying out the provisions of the Nuisances Removal and Diseases 
Prevention Acts in the Castleeomer Dispensary District. The hack 
premises of most of the houses, and many of the more respectable 
ones too, abound with stagnant cesspools and filthy offensive 
nuisances. The sewers, front and rcre, are all extremely lmperxect, 
and have no means of properly emptying themselves, either under 
or over ground. The lodging-houses are overcrowded, dirty, and 
not at ail ventilated. Altogether, should the threatened Cholera 
break outin this District, I would apprehend the most serious results. 

I, therefore, respectfully recommend the appointment of a Sanitary 
Inspector, to whom every facility should be given for the immediate 
removal of all nuisances dangerous -to the health of the inhabitants. 

The Medical Onicer’s communication is herewith returned. 

I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
Jons F. PoitciiLL, Medical Inspector. 

To (he Poor Law Commissioners. 



Clonmel Union. 

No. 174 Report from Dr. Purcell, Medical Inspector. 

Kilkenny, April 11, 1854. 

Gesilesen, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your lettor of 
the 5th instant, No. 11,804—1854, together with the communications 
of Dr. Dowsley, and Mr. Dorney, Secretary to the Clonmel Borough 
Sanitary Committee, relative to a case of Cholera which occurred in 
Clonmel, and requesting me to inquire and report thereon, and also 
as to the sanitary condition of the borough of Clonmel. 

In reply, I have to inform yon, a3 the result of my inquiries, that 
1 concur with Dr. Dowsley, as to the case being Asiatic Cholera, 
The facts are these : — John Donovan, twenty-six years of age, a 
journeyman baker, on Wednesday, the 29th ultimo, walked from 
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Fermoy to Clonmel, seeking employment. On tlie way lie suffered 
much from fatigue ; had recovered, and was quite well on Saturday, 
the 1st instant ; eat bread, coffee, and eggs for his diuner; gut 
Diarrhoea previous to going to bed, and continued ill all night, At 
about six o’clock, a.m., on Sunday, be got vomiting and cramps in 
his thighs and legs, which continued until about nine o'clock, a.e, 
on the same day, when Dr. Sargeaut, one of the Medical Officers of 
the Union Workhouse, saw him, and who treated him, as described 
by Doctor Dowsley, to which treatment the disease yielded, and the 
man recovered, and was, when I saw him yesterday, quite well. 

This man informed me, that lie had no communication with any 
person infected with Cholera, either in Fermoy or any other place. 

The sanitary state of the borough of Clonmel is very good, in 
every respect. The Corporation have been very energetic, and are 
carrying out fully the provisions of the Nuisances Removal and 
Diseases Prevention Acts, as far as tlieir jurisdiction goes; but out- 
side of it, in the suburbs of the borough, a good deal is required to 
he done by the Dispensary Committees and Board of Guardians. 
In the Dispensary District of St. Mary’s, the houses of the poor re- 
quire limewasliing, and some stagnant pools of water, and other 
filth to he removed, and the receptacles filled up. Similar nuisances 
and limewashing are also necessary to he attended to ; the former 
to be removed, and the latter to he carried on, in the other parts of 
the suburbs of the borough, as well as St. Mary’s, all of which the 
attention of the respective Committees and Board of Guardians 
should he immediately called to. , 

Should the threatened epidemic make its appearance in this 
borough, there is ample accommodation at the Town Fever Hospital 
to meet it. 

Communications previously alluded to are herewith returned, 

I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen, your very obedient 
servant, 

John F. Puitonim, Medical Inspector. 
To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



Coleraine Union. 



No. 175 — Report from Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

Coleraine, May 11, 1So4. 
Sib, 

I beg leave to report that I this day proceeded to Articlave, to 
inquire regarding the existence of Cholera in that District. On 
careful inquiry, I see no reason to doubt, that the cases detailed in 
the annexed communication by Dr. McNeary, and into the symptoms 
of which, as related by him, I particularly inquired, and which 
appear to have been correctly related in his letter, were cases of 
Cholera. He appears to have no doubt on the question himself, and 
he had an opportunity of becoming practically acquainted with the 
disease, and the epidemic of 1S48-9, in Glasgow. There appears 
to he no ground for any suspicion of either accidental or intentional 
poisoning. 
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The two sons of Thomas Quinn, and his wife, the parties reported 
to have died of Cholera, described as having been attacked with 
Dinrrhcea, whilst the doctor was at the house, had, I ascertained, 
cramps also ; but the disease yielded to the prompt exhibition of 
astringent remedies. 

It further appeared that the deceased, Susan Quinn, had a- family 
of ei' r ht children, all of whom Dr. McNoary reports to have boon in 
the house at the time ; but with the two exceptions above stated, 
110710 of them have been ascertained to sutler subsequently, either 
from Cholera or Diarrhoea. 

A woman living in a house close adjoining to the house of Quinn, 
stated that she had been attacked, the night before the death of the 
female Quinn, by vomiting, purging, and cramps, but had recovered 
without using any remedies. 

Dr. MeNeary now reports that George Wilson, aged seven, was 
attacked on Monday, the 8 th Distant, with rice-water purging and 
vomiting, and slight, but general, cramps, and suppression of mine, 
the pulse being scarcely perceptible, and the extremities cold. The 
doctor saw and treated this patient, who resides in the village of 
Articlave, where the Dispensary is, and is of opinion that it also was 
a case of Cholera. He is convalescent. 

■Widow Moany, Dr. McNcary’s servant, was attacked on Sun- 
day, the 7 th instant, with cramps, vomiting, and purging, hut is also 
convalescent. She lives in Articlave village. 

Miss Boss, a school-mistress, residing a short distance from Arti- 
vlave, was also attacked on Monday night, the Sth instant, with 
vomiting, cramps, and Diarrhoea, and she has also recovered. This 
case rests on the report of the Rev. Mr. Lyle, who had ascer- 
tained all the particulars of the case. 

It could not bo traced, (and it is considered highly improbable) that 
any of the above parties bad any communication with any person 
nr place infected with Cholera. It would appear that some epidemic, 
influence was in operation in tin; vicinity, which, for the present, at 
least, appears to have passed away ; as at the period oi mv writing, 
there is no known case of either Diarrhoea or Cholera in the Arti- 
clave District. 

Tiie residence of the two patients who died (the Quinns), is on a 
lefty position, on the rocks near Down Hill, freely open to the sea 
■ breezes, and without, any nuisances about the house, although the 
interior is described as having been filthy. The family had sufficient 
means of support. The residence of the Quinns is three miles 
distant from Articlave, where the other cases referred to occurred. 

Measures were taken to abate any nuisances ascertained to exist 
in the District, some months ago, and the Medical Officer reports it 
to be generally in a satisfactory state. It is almost entirely a rural 
district. However, I drew the attention of the Committee and 
Medical Officer to the necessity of vigilance and promptitude in 
having any nuisance discovered in tlio District abated without delay. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Alexander Knox, Medical Inspector. 

If. Stanley, Esp, Secretary . 
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No. 176. — Report from Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector. 
e Coleraine, May 23. 1854, 

CIR, 

.1 have the honour to report, for the information of the Com 
missiouers, that I have this day visited the town of Coleraine with 
reference to_ the communication oi the Medical Attendant of tie 
Coleraine Dispensary District, announcing the occurrence of a case 
of Asiatic Cholera therein, regarding which I beg leave to transmit 
the annexed particular's. 

On inquiry, I find from Dr. MacAldin, the Medical Officer of tie 
Dispensary, that the symptoms were precisely as detailed in hi 3 
letter. There were no cramps, but there were slight pains of tie 
limbs ; and Dr. MacAldin, who has had ample experience of epidemic 
Cholera, both in this country and abroad, is perfectly satisfied that 
tbe case in question was a specimen of the disease, and the other 
Medical Practitioner, who is now absent in London, Dr. MacAldin 
states to hold the same opinion. 

_ The boy, I find on the most careful inquiry, was not in comma, 
nication with any infected place or person. 

There are a number of persons in the same family, and other 
lodgers in the same house, but no ease of Cholera or Diarrhma has 
occurred amongst them up to the present date, nor is there any 
other ascertained ease in the District. 

The nuisances mentioned at A in Dr. MacAldin’s letter, which I 
return herewith, were all removed on tho day Dr. MacAldin visited 
the patient, by his directions, as he is an officer of health for the 
parish of Coleraine. 

I propose to inspect the sanitary condition of the District gene- 
rally to-morrow, when I shall report the result of my inquiries to 
the Commissioners. 

I am. Sir, your most obedient servant, 

AidEXANMiit Knox, Medical Inspector, 

W, Stanley, E$q,, Secretary. 



Ko. 1 1 1 , Rei’ort from Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

Ballymoney, January 10, 1855. 

J’ tho honour to report, for tho information of the Com- 
missioners for administering the laws for the relief of the poor in 
re and, that 1 yesterday arranged to visit Coleraine Dispensary 
lustnet, and to meet tho Committee, with reference to its sanitary 
condition, and the occurrence u f Cholera therein. 

As the reports of the Medical Attendant will have shown to the 
omniissioners, the disease has already prevailed to some extent; 
tint it lias hitherto been confined to one district, viz., the street of 
AUJowen, or lanes adjoining it, viz., Killowen-street, Pate’s-tae, 
■aire s-entry, Stone-row, and Cross-commons, all the persons 
attacked having resided there, with three exceptions; and these 
a er, although not residents, were employed in their -daily avoca- 
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turns in the same part of tlie town. Killowen is a poor suburb of 
Coleraine, on the western side of tbe river Bann. On inquiry, there 
appear -to bo no grounds for believing that tbe outbreak of the 
epidemic here is traceable to any previously infected person or 
place. 

Various cases lave occurred in members of the same family; the 
whole number, up to the period of my visit, amounting to forty-one, 
of whom ten have died, twelve have been sent to hospital, seventeen 
remain under treatment, and two have recovered. 

The cases of Diarrhoea have amounted to forty-sis, of whom four 
have been sent to hospital, twenty-one are under treatment, aud 
the remainder have recovered. 

Ths disease appears to be of a very severe type, and a large pro- 
portion of the Cholera cases under treatment will, probably, prove 
fatal. 

The Fever Hospital of the Workhouse has been appropriated to 
the purposes of a Cholera Hospital, and at the period of my visit I 
ascertained that twenty-one cases had been admitted, of whom one 
had recovered, nine had died, and the remainder, whom I visited in 
the wards, were under treatment. 

Of the above twenty-one cases, sixteen had been sent in by the 
Medical Attendant of the District, and, of course, five had been 
admitted whose cases are not recorded in the returns of the Dispen- 
sary or Cholera District. 

Some delay occurred in forwarding tbe patients to the hospital, 
in consequence of uo suitable mode of conveyance having been pro- 
vided, and the necessity consequently arising to have them sent in 
in an open donkey-cart. This arose from the Guardians declining 
to incur the expense of procuring a proper covered spring-carriage, 
when the question, in anticipation of what might occur, was brought 
before them some months ago, a majority of the members of the 
Board having voted against tlie proposition. 

The defect has, however, been remedied, as far as regards sending 
in patients from short distances, as a stretcher, properly tilted, and 
supplied with suitable clothing, and of due dimensions, has been 
provided, aud by which, tbe Medical Officer reports, that patients 
can be safely conveyed from tbe town to the hospital. 

Two additional medical practitioners, stated to be duly qualified, 
and resident in Coleraine, have been engaged to assist the Medical 
Officer, one person being manifestly incapable of discharging the 
necessary duties ; and arrangements have consequently been made, 
both for prompt attendance on persons actually reported to be 
attacked by the disease, and also for “house-to-house” visitation, 
with the view of detecting and arresting the epidemic in its preli- 
minary stages. 

The Committee have authorized Dr. MacAldin, with the sanction 
of the Board of Guardians, to hire nurses for attendance on the 
patients, where this may be considered indispensable, with a view 
to the proper treatment and recovery of the patients. 

The prescribed notices have been printed and circulated. 

An inspector of nuisances is employed, under whose directions 
persona are engaged in cleansing and limewashing the residences 

b2 
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.where . tlie disease lias proved fatal, aud also such adjoining tene- 
ments as are considered to require it. 

Considerable attention lias been j u.i-1, for several months, to tli- 
abatement of nuisances in this district; lmt the Metlicaf Officer 
reports that in various places they have re-aeeuiniihitod since mv 
inspection of them (on several occasion.), and subsequent reports in 
the course of the past year, aud that, cmisequoni.lv, several parts if 
the town, including Killoiven and the adjoining lams, are not in a 
satisfactory state. However, the Inspector of Nuisances has teu 
directed to notice formally, and bring before the Committee, without 
delay, every case of nuisance, with the view of the necessary mca- 
•sures for abatement being taken as promptly as the forms of lair 
will allow. I also impressed on the Committee the necessity fur 
the utmost activity aud energy under the circumstances, suggesting 
however, that the removal of nuisances, now that the disease is ' 
actually prevalent, should bo done under tlie surveillance and direc- 
tion of the Medical Officers. I also urged the necessity of all pru- 
dent means being taken to overcome the prejudices of the people in 
favour of “waking” the deceased, which lias, in saine cases, consid- 
erably delayed the funerals, and that every influence should lie 
exerted to hasten the interments as much as possible. 

As the Fever Hospital lias been employed as the Cholera Hospital 
of the District — uo house suitable for the purpose, as I am informed, 
being procurable in Killowon — I pointed out the propriety of cutting 
off ail communication between the hospital anil the body of tlie 
■Workhouse. No fever cases exist at present, aud consequently, no 
inconvenience, so far, exists in the Appropriation of the hospital to 
its present purpose; but, on the supposition of fever appearing 
whilst the hospital is so appropriated, 1 suggested that it might he 
judicious for the Guard ions to consider, at their next meeting the 
most prudent course to pursue, in ruse the hospital should no! K* 
adequate to afford a sufficient number of wards for the separate 
treatment- of the. two classes of diseases. 

I have only to add that the Sanitary Committee appear desirous 
to carry out any measures that may ’be demanded for the proper 
treatment and arrest of tlie epidemic. 

1 remain, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Ai,ux,ixni;a Knox, Medical Insjicchr. 

IK. h's:/.. Htwlurg. 

Come Union’. 

■ &o. 178 . — Hei-out from Ur. Pchcbll Medical Inspector. 

Cftirici-mi-k'uir, April 22, lffoh 

Gentlemen, 

1 lmve the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the Iffth instant, No. lltyi.j!), accompanied by a communication from 
the Medical Officer of the Douglass Di.-peiitnrv District, in the Cork 
Union, reporting a case of Cholera in that District, directing me 1” 
make inquiry and report as to the circumstances of the case, and a> 
to the degree, in which tlm provisions of the Nuisamcs Removal and 
Diseases Prevention Acts arc carried into effect in the District. 
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111 reply I have to inform you that, on visiting the District, I 
learned that Matthew Madden, a tailor by trade, nge.1 about, iii'tv- 
>i\- years, an occasional drunkard, was taken ill between eight and 
nine o’clock on the morning of the 17th in=rnnt. Doctor Hobart 
was called and saw him at cloven o’clock, a.!!., when lie found Ibni 
in collapsed Cholera, with ail the characteristic svmptoms manifest. 
He died between two and three o'clock, ior., on the 1 S’tb. ITe was 
repeatedly ami regularly attended by the Medical OHieer: bat the 
disease <li>! not yield to treatment. 

The cirennistanecs of the deceased were good; bis bouse very 
clean, and recently limewashed. He was not suffered to be waked, 
and was interred within twenty-four hours after his death. 

The sanitary state of this small town is very elean. and in every 
respect satisfactory; and in the event of Cholera continuing to any 
extent, a house for hospital accommodation can be easily procured. 

Doctor Hobart’s letter is herewith returned. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your very obedient servant, 
John- P. I'cucmt., Medical Inspector. 

To tie Poor late Commissioners. 



Downpatrick Union. 

No. 179. — Report from Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector, 

Belfast, September 10, 1SJ4. 
Snt, 

I have the honour to report that I yesterday visited the Killy- 
lough Dispensary District, in accordance with the instructions of the 
Commissioners, conveyed in your letter of the Ifith instant, and on 
inquiring of the Medical Officer mid Sanitary Committee, 1 find that 
Cholera has appeared there in a very malignant form ; the first ease 
having occurred on the nth instant, in the person of a Mrs. Coffey, 
wife of a coast-guard pensioner, and the second in the prison of her 
husband, who died on the bth instant. Tin y li-ul come from Dublin 
to reside in Kiliyleagh about six weeks ago, and had no communi- 
cation with any infected person or district. Sab-etpiently the dis- 
co -'O lias appeared in different parts of the town, no communication 
being known to have taken place between the parties attacked; 
owing to the dread of contagion, except in the ease of a woman 
residing about a mile from i lie town, who died on the 14th instant, 
alter being in Kiliyleagh, in attendance on her son, who also died of 
i holer, i. 

h'P to the period of my leaving Kiliyleagh yc.-terday, fourteen 
eases of Cholera have appeared, the first ten having proved fatal, four 
being under treatment, and no recovery having as yet taken place. 

The number of cases of Diarrlnea under treatment is seven. 

, The .Medical Officer reports that premonitory Diarrlura of tour or 
five hours’ duration is usually present. 

The Committee meet almost daily, and appear to be us ng every 
exertion to meet the emergencies of the ease. They have directed 
the .Medical Officer to institute a strict house-to-house visitation in 
the town, both with reference to their state of eleanhcyss, and the 
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discovery aocl immediate treatment of Diarrhoea, two cases of i 
are reported to have been thus detected, and successfully treated ‘ 
House purification and lime washing are being carried out as fast 
as the circumstances will permit; and to ensure the speedy intern* 
of the dead they have contracted for the making of coffins at two 
shillings each, and employed a mail at the wages of a pound perVeek 
to cleanse ventilate, fumigate, &c., and also to bury any 
where no other means of having the body removed are available 
and foi this latter duty he is to receive five shillings for each case 
in which his services are required. This arrangement was made in 
consequence of a corpse, when coffined, being left on the street, when 

Z M.S "" ,il “ ”* an 

They have also purchased two pair of blankets, which are placed 
at the disposal of the Medical Officer for any case of absolute £ 

of the patient ^ be considererl in<lis penaable for the safety 

» fu 1 ller . stato ’ tbat aro prepared to meet cases 
absolutely requiring, hospital accommodation, if such should arise 
t> ^m 1 eaS n U “Station or exposure in the streets. 

The Committee have arranged that the Dispensary should be open 
day and night for the relief of the sick ; and under all the circum- 
stances stated, the Committee are to meet to-day to discuss the 
question of having additional medical assistance. 

Attendance on the sick, in Cholera and Diarrhoea, the ordinary 
uuties ot the Dispensary and two depots, the large extent of the 
^istrict, part of it being eight or liino miles from the residence of 
the .Medical Officer, house-to-houso visitation, and the regulation for 
navmg the Dispensary open day and night, together, form an 
amount of duty, even with a small number of Cholera patients, 
Deyond the. exertions, however energetic, of one Medical Practitioner. 

in addition to this, the Committee state, whilst hearing testimony 
o e untiring services of their Medical Attendant, that much panic 
prevai s, partly owing to the fact that as yet no recovery has taken 
p ace, and that Dr. Shiel has not had any practical experience of 
Cholera m an epideniic form hitherto. 

lave to add, with reference to the relief to persons residing in 
10 eggygowan Electoral Division, tha t a depot there has not yet 
een pu m operation,, in accordance with the correspondence that 
oo v p ace on the subject during the past spring, arising out of tie 
representations made on. the subject by Mr. Price, of Samtfield. 

re Medical and Relieving Officers both state that the District 
genera ly is m a satisfactory state, as regards nuisances, a fact to 
’Which l particularly drew the attention of the Committee. 

a so visited various parts of the town, especially where Cholera 
la appeared. Shore-street, in which I visited a patient labouring 
er decided Cholera, and where several others of the cases 
ccurrec , is an open street, blown through by the sea breeze. 

I remain, Sir, yonr most obedient servant, 

Alexander Knox, Medical 
Stanley, Rsg/., Secretary. 
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No. 180. — Letter from Dr. White, Medical Officer of Down- 
patrick Dispensary District. 

Downpatrick, September 22, 1S54. 

Gentlemen, 

Pursuant to your Circular relative to Cholera, I have to inform 
you that on yesterday, having heard that a case of Cholera had 
occurred in the county gaol in this town, I waited upon P. E. 
Brabazon, Esq., the Surgeon of the County Infirmary, hut could not 
see him in time for last night’s post. When I saw Dr. Brabazon, 
he informed me that on Thursday, at five o’clock, p.m., a female 
prisoner, of about twenty-five years of age, was suddenly taken ill 
with violent cramps, retelling, Ac., and other symptoms of “Asiatic 
Cholera.” The treatment pursued, was large doses of calomel com- 
bined with opium, warm applications to the stomach and extremities, 
and brandy with a few drops of creosote in each dose, were given 
every half hour, in quantity about half a wine-glassful. Under this 
treatment the more urgent symptoms gave way, and in fifteen hours 
from the invasion of the disease, the mouth became sore, and the 
selections of bile and urine, hitherto suppressed, were restored. 
Prom the circumstance of the woman being completely isolated, and 
being an inmate of the gaol for two years, and having no intercourse 
with visitors or any persons extern to the walls of the prison, the 
disease, in my opinion, may be considered as purely sporadic. 

With reference to my own Dispensary District, I am happy to say 
that ns yet no appearance of Diarrhoea, Choleraic or otherwise, has 
appeared to any extent. Sanitary measures, of the most complete 
character, have been carried out with respect to sewerage, white- 
washing, and ventilation. 

I have the honour to remain your obedient servant, 

William N. White, Medical Officer. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



North Dublin Union. 

No. 181. — Report from Dr. Hill, Medical Inspector. 

23, Ely-place, Dublin, August 26, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg leave to- enclose a communication, received by me last 
evening, from Dr. Darley, Medical Officer of the Coolock and Drum- 
coudra Dispensary District, in the North Dublin Union, in which he 
reports that a severe case- of Cholera had occurred on Thursday, the 
24th iustant, in that District ; and to inform you that I proceeded 
this day to Coolock, and made inquiry into the circumstances of the 
case. 

I ascertained that a man named Michael Flynn, about fifty years 
of age, a labourer, living in Mr. Cosgrave’s gate-lodge, at Priors- 
wood, was attacked at an early hour on the morning of the 24th 
instant, with severe purging and vomiting, attended with cramps in 
the legs and arms. He was seen about six o’clock, A.M., by Dr. 
Darley, who found him labouring under the above-mentioned symp- 
toms j his countenance was sunken, hut his pulse tolerably firm, and 
skin warm. Dr. Darley had not an opportunity of inspecting the eva- 
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cuations from the bowels, but the matters ejected from the 
appeared to consist merely of the fluids he had been drinkin™ " 
The requisite treatment having been promptly adonted thnl,™ 
toms soon subsided the patient foil art^,aidCtSft&2 
was convalescent. I lynu bad been employed at work in the lul 
and there is no evidence of his having been in communication with 
any locality or person afleeted with similar disease. On the evJhw 
previous to the attack however, he had eaten a, hearty 
new potatoes and boiled onions. J 11 1 

At the period of my visit, I was informed that lie was no and 
able to go out. Dr. Dailey sports that the above is tho only case „f 
that description -which ho has, tor some time past, seen in the District 
Adverting to your letter to me, No. 28,1(32, of the 22nd instant 
requesting my continued attention to tho sanitary state of the 
Finglas and Wasncvin District of tho North Dublin Union, I bee to 
state that 1 also proceeded this day to Finglas, and was informed 
by Dr. Barrett, the Medical Officer, that, since the occurrence of the 
cases reported by mo on the 19th instant,* he had not heard of any 
similar cases m the District. • 

At Finglas 1 again visited the house in which the four persons 
above a bided to had been lodging. I saw the infant, Larry 5 
less, and was told by lus mother that ho was perfectly well, and that 
lie has had no return of the complaint. 1 also saw Bose My, 
wife of Janies Iteilly, the first patient mentioned in my former 
report, who informed me that she had completely recovered, and lml 
returned from the Hardwicke Hospital yesterday, where she left her 
husband convalescent, and expecting to he discharged from the 
hospital in a few days. 

Mo sanitary measures nppoar to have been as vet undertaken in 
the village of 1‘mglas; hut, 1 was informed, by the Medical Officer, 
tiiat a meeting of the inhabitants of the neighbourhood was this 
morning held, for the purpose of determining tho steps to be taken 
tor improving the condition of the habitations of the poor, ami of 
adopting other measures for tho prevention of disease. 

I liavo the honour to he, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

n -r John Him,, Medical Inspector, 

lo the 1 oor Law Commissioners , lJublin . 

BtrcxosnRE. Letter from Dr. Bareev, Medical Officer ofCoolock 
and Drumcomhu Dispensary District. 

T , , , Greenfield, Oonhclc, Avgust, 25, 1854. 

ueg^to report that a severe case of Cholera occurred at Mr. 
uosgrave s gate, lriorswood, on yesterday morning. A man of tho' 
name of Michael Flinn, after eating a supper of potatoes and boiled 
onions, was attacked early on the morning of the 24.-th instant with 
severe purging and vomiting, attended with cramps in tho legs and, 
i ll “ S0011 a ffor six o’clock : his countenance was rather. 

, V’,, . “ ls P u ‘ se firm and skin warm ; after the usual means, ■ 

0 1 f , , 0 a s ee P an J gradually became better. This morning, the 

2oth, he is convalescent. 

Benjamin Ct. Dablby, Medical Officer. 

* See No. 38. 
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Sodtii Dublin Union. 

No. 1S2. — Report from Dr. Hill, Medical Inspector. 

22, Elf-place, Dublin, September 25, 1854, 

Gextlemus, 

I beg leave to acknowledge the .receipt of your letter. No. 
31,780, 18>o4, of the 22nd instant, enclosing a communication from 
Dr. Mason. late temporary Medical Officer of No. 4 Dispensary, 
in the South City District, relating to a case of Cholera stated to 
have recently occurred in that- District ; and have to inform .you 
that, in compliance with your instructions, I this day made inquiry 
into the circumstances of the case. It appears that Bridget Don- 
nelly, aged sixty-seven years, residing at No. 2, Little Grafton- 
street, was taken ill on the 21st instant with purging and vomiting. 
She was visited at half-past one o’clock, r. w., by one of the Medical 
Officers of No. 4 Dispensary, who found her much exhausted, and 
suffering from purging, vomiting, and cramps. Her pulse was weak 
and small ; the surface of the body, as it is stated, dusky, but warm ; 
the eyes sunken, countenance anxious, voice weak and tremulous, 
and the tongue moist, whitish, and of natural temperature. The 
fluid vomited was almost colourless ; but the evacuations from the. 
bowels were feculent and streaked with blood. The state of the 
urinary secretion could not be ascertained. She was ordered external 
and internal stimulants, with small and frequently-repeated doses of 
blue-pill and opium. At the next Visit of the Medical Officer,' 
between three and four o’clock the same afternoon, her pulse 
appeared to be slightly improved, hut the other symptoms were' 
unchanged. When seen at half-post seven in the evening, the 
vomiting and purging were unabated, and she had become much 
weaker ; the tongue and breath, as well as the surface of the body,' 
were cold ; the pulse almost' imperceptible, the voice whispering,' 
am! the urinary secretion absent. She died about half-past eleven 
i; clock that night. 

I was informed that this patient had been subject, for the last' 
two or three years, to attacks of Diarrhoea, recurring every six 
weeks or two months; and that she had been suffering from one of 
them for five days before medical relief was applied for. 
i 1 have also to state that I attended an extraordinary meeting of 
the Committee of the South City Dispensary District, held this 
afternoon, when a report from the Medical Officers of No. 2 South 
City Dispensary, was read, from which it appears that on the 23rd 
■nstaut, two cases of Cholera occurred at No. 1, Jones’s-eourt, off. 
high -street. The patients, a mall and his wife, were attacked 
within a few hours of each other, and soon exhibited the charac- 
teristic symptoms of malignant Cholera. They were removed, on 
the evening of the same day, to the Hardwicke Hospital, as I was 
informed, where they have since died. On the next day, the 24th, 
wether case of vomiting and purging occurred in the same house • 
the symptoms yielded, however, to treatment, aud the patient' 
recovered. 

In consequence of the occurrence of the above-mentioned cases, 
‘he Committee determined that the Board of Guardians should he ‘ 
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requested to complete the noeessary arrangements for the 
admission of patients into the Tenter House Cholera Hospital 1 
to appoint a Medical Officer for the institution -without delay, ’ 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant 

John ITill, Medical Inspector, 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



No. 183.— Letter from Dr. Croly, Modical Officer of 
ilathfarnliam Dispensary District. 

Eathfarnham Dispensary, October 0, 1854 . 

Gentlemen, 

A case of Cholera haying occurred in my District a week back, 
I regret much to find that I have been in error in, not at once report- 
ing the case to you. I hope that I may be excused, as it was 
altogether an inadvertence that I did not recollect having received 
a circular from the Commissioners in the beginning of this year, 
requiring an immediate report to be forwarded to them on the 
occurrence of any case of Cholera in my District. It has caused 
me much annoyance, and I shall lie careful to be regular hencefor- 
ward. _ I did report the caso to the Vice-Chairman of the Committee 
immediately, and know not how I forgot to report it to 3-011. 

The particulars of tho caso are as follow : — A poor man, named 
Thomas Kilmurry, aged thirty-four, a stuff-weaver, without any 
premonitory complaint, while working in a tenter field, on Tibradden 
hill, in Whitechnrch Electoral Division, was suddenly taken ill of 
sickness of stomach and Diarrhoea, and weakness. This oecurredat 
0110 o’clock, p.ir., on the 2 Sth ultimo. Ho got a glass of brandy, 
was taken to a fire, and soon became so much recovered that he true 
able to walk to his home at Roekbrooke, a distance of about one 
mile. IIo roaehed homo about throe o’clock, and soon complained 
again ; had a return of vomiting and Diarrhoea, and crumps of legs 
next occurred. Ho passed a tape- worm. Tho discharges were at 
first fcccal, but soon became serous. Nothing was done for him 
except rubbing with flannel till I saw him. This was about eight 
o’clock, f.m., about seven hours from the first complaint. The ticket 
did not arrive at my house till after seven o’clock; his residence is 
about three miles from my house. I found him in a complete state 
of collapse, cold, pulseless, and exhausted. I used every exertion 
to restore him, but it was useless. There was no effort at reaction; 
hot applications were applied, a mustard blister to tho stomach, and 
a- stimulant mixture, as recommended by the Oollego of Physicians. 
The Roman Catholic clergyman assisted mo in my exertions to 
restore warmth ; and having remained for an hour with him, and 
used our best exertions, we soon found that further attempts to 
restore him were useless. He gradually sunk, aud died about three 
oclock, A. 51 ., on the 29 th, fourteen hours from his first seizure. 
There has been an increase of Diarrlicca cases during the month. 1 
this day heard that a malr died yesterday in the neighbourhood (not 
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a Dispensary ease), and said to be Cholera ; but I have no correct 
information on the subject, and shall inquire particulars. 

I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
Henry Croly, h.h., Medical Officer. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



Ho. 184. — Letter from Dr. Quinan, Medical Officer of 
Donnybroolc Dispensary District. 

Donnybroolc Dispensary, October 27, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

In accordance with the directions contained in a circular 
received this day, I beg leave to forward the annexed statement of 
the particulars of three cases of Cholera which have been recently 
under my care. The particulars of the first case I have already 
reported' to you in my return made to you upon the 2ud instant. 
The other cases have occurred since that date. 

I also heg leave to state, that although since Friday, the 13th 
instant, my District has been placed under Cholera Orders, my 
Dispensary open to every one without ticket, and daily attendance 
given there as well as at my house, I have, as yet, received no 
returns or forms, as directed in your orders ; nor, indeed, have I 
received any other intimation of its being a proclaimed District, 
than seeing a notice to the effect extensively posted throughout the 
District. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your very obedient servant, 

E. J. Quinan. 

To the Poor Law Comm issioners. 

Enclosure referred to in No. 184. 

September 30, 1.854. — Michael Doolan, aged sixty, at three o’clock 
yesterday, while at his work, was seized with Diarrhoea, which 
continued at short intervals, without pain, during the remainder of 
the day. At six o’clock, P.M., he returned home to his eahin, in the 
village of Donnybroolc, eat heartily of a supper of calce-bread and 
tea, and went to his bed, the Diarrhoea still continuing. From eight 
o’clock, p.m., until some time about four o clock next morning, he 
slept very soundly. At that hour, however, he was suddenly seized 
with vomiting, purging, and cramps, which continued untill saw him. 

October 1 . — I found him in a state of collapse, complaining of 
the cramps in his legs and thighs, and purging large quantities of 
yellowish-white fluid, a stable-bucket nearly full having been passed 
within the last three hours , the vomiting had ceased ; his pulse 
was small, thready, and extremely rapid ; tongue was yellow, furred, 
hut not cold ; feet and hands quite cold and bluish. I gave him a 
tea-spoonful of a mixture, composed of spirit ammon. aromat., spirit 
camphor, and comp, tincture of lavender, in a little water, every ten 
minutes, until four doses were takeu. A pill of acetate of lead and 
watery extract of opium was given every second hour. A sinapism 
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was applied over tlic entire stomach, and woollen stocking fill l 
with hot salt, wore ajiplied liotweon hin W H ., m l i.;„ . 
His drink was a little brandy and water, £iveu ® 
about half an hour lie became warmer, and felt more eomfoVhi.b 
but, still cinn])lnineil proatly of tho cramps. 1 ’’ 

Tenodoii-, am.— lie has taken three pills; the Diarrlwa Iun 
ceased; pnlso is stronger ; loels mclmed to sleep; ordered to c ! 
t nine the pd!s. 



Thk: o'clock . — Ho is much better, having hcim asleep for the Irt 
two hours; no vomiting; slid complains of great sorouc»- of i' 
legs and arms, and great thirst ; his bowels have been oidv U Z 
moved. * • 



Si.c o'clock. He has been asleep since two o’clock, and has Lid 
no return ot either vomiting or Diarrlnen,. 

From this time the man continued to recover, without a sin A 
bad symptom, and was able to go to his work in three or four daw 
This man had not been in any plac .0 where Cholera was prevailing 
He had eaten a hearty dinner of potatoes and buttermilk, and imml> 
(Lately afterwards proceeded to his work, as a labourer upon tip 
road. He felt n little sicki.-di before the bowels were attacked but 
after eacli motion lie felt better and lighter. 

October 11, 1854, — Mary Anne (.-I a fluey, aged two years, was 
brought to tho Dispensary, hi no, cold, pulseless, and in a state of 
collapse, breath and tongue quite cold ; lips, hands, and feet Hue. 
Her mother stilted, that the child had had Diarrhma for the past tv*, 
or three days, hut as .she was toothing she paid no attention tu it; 
that when she was putting the child to bed last night she porcoivcd 
tlmt she was very cold, and th.it she gave her a dose of castor oil 
ami some warm milk as she lay down,' that the child soon after fill 
asleep, and that she herself went to another bod, and never lifar.1 
anything (hiring tho night; but that about half an hour before dw 
came to the l)i iponsary she found her child cold, blue, and piiWlvs, 
lying, in the mi<l<t of a largo quantity of discharge, which she i on- 
cei vos had only just thou been passed from the bowels, hut which 
may probably have been passed during the night. The child mi* 
evidently moribund. J. had her immediately wrapped up iu :i 
blanket sprinkled with spirits of turpentine, and gave Iterates- 
spoouhil ot the cardiac, mixture every ten minutes; after thee 
doses the child seemed to rally a little, hut towards evening sh 
again sank, cud died at live o’clock, i'.m , not having either vomited 
or purged since morning. 

this child had not been from home for some davs previous to 
her attack. 

October 20, l&H. — Peter Clarke, aged eighteen, a fisherman, 
residing at llingsend, was brought ashore from the fishing boats in 
the bay of Dublin, having been ill for ton hours with vomiting acd 
purging; cold, blue, and pulseless; vomiting and purging frequently. 

I was immediately sent for, and saw him within half an hoar; 
he was then in bed, purging large, quantities of slimy matter, 
moaning and tossing his hands about, vomiting whenever he drank, 
and calling out incessantly for cold water ; his pulse was extremely 
weak and rapid, tongue cold and bluish, breath cold. His friends 
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iwl riven liim large quantities of stroug punch, ami Immt spirits 
l-u’.ire lie was brought ashore. Having got jars uf hot water ami 
lass of but salt applied to Ins feet, anil close to his body, I gave him 
one of the acetate of load and opium pills, and a tea-spoon ini of tins 
ciinliae mixture, and directed that the same should bo repeated 
every honr until I saw him again. I applied a large sinapism to 

lllC* ttullUK'il. 

L'ieven o'clock, A.:, I. — Ho was warmer ; pulse a little stronger ; but 
the bowel complaint was still continuing. I gave him an enema 
of aeetat, plumiii, gr. x, tinet, opii.. gtt. x, starch, mucilage, 1 ounce; 
this was retained tor upwards of an hour; I ordered him to continue 
the piiis. 

Four o'clock. — Was much better ; has had no purging for the last, 
three hours ; he has had some sleep, and is much more quiet and 
sensible, although lie will not speak except to call for drink, which 
hr vomits occasionally ; he is inclined to perspire ; pulse firmer, 1-0. 

Ten o'clock, M. — He has had no vomiting or biarrhoea since six 
o'clock, r.M. ; but he lias not passed any urine all day. He is now 
bathed in a profuse and extremely fetid perspiration ; Ills bed- 
clothes, hair, face, and hands, are perfectly wet with it. Although 
he is sensible and able to answer questions, he does not speak, 
except to call for water, lie lias had some arrow-root twice within 
the last two hours, and seems to swallow everything most greedily, 
lie was ordered to omit the pills and mixture, to have nourishment 
given in small quantities during the night. 

' 21rf, Eight o'clock, A.jr. — The boy is lying pretty much in the 
same state as described above ; lie lias bad a good deni of nourish 
incut during the night ; lmt lie lias not cither passed h:s urine, or 
as. :ed for any thing : lie is quite sensible: is still perspiring most freely; 
pulse, 120, very small ; occasionally tosses bis arms about, and 
rries out lie is living. 1 ordered him a cardiac mixlure, with 
an nan L. couiV.tiou’ spirit, of nitrous tollierand camphor mixture, ami 
hi have some v. aim href tea. ’ 

i irr o'clock . — The boy is in much the same state, rather weaker, 
although he has had a good dial of nourishment ; ho continued to 
-ink giaditidly until towards next morning, when lie was seized 
v. id: convulsions, and died comatose, fourteen hours alter ail 
Vomiting and purging had erased. 

Tue hoy was seized while on board one of iho fishing beats, and 
was left lying ia the bottom of the boat, without any ass’stnucc, ter 
six hours, his companions being under the impression that lie was 
euly sea-sick, us the weather was unusually rough. V. lieu they 
disci iv f led he was really ill, they sent him ashore, but owing to the 
wind, he did not get in until next morning, having been the entire 
night lying in an open boat. 

There has not been anv ease of Cholera in the neighbourhood ot 
tjjjs hoy's residence. 

E. J. Quinax, 

Medical Officer of the Ronnffirook Ditpatrt 

Orloler 27, 1851. 
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Dunshaughlin Union. 

No. 185. -Letter from Dr. O’Reilly, Medical Officer of 



~ ^ iueci 

Ratoath Dispensary District. 



Sir, 



November 22, 1S$4, 



In compliance! with an order of the Commissioners dafp.l 
October, 1854, 1 beg leave to report a case of spasmodic’ Cholera » 
Asiatic, which terminated fatally, in twelve horn's after my firi yj£ 
lhe subject was a delicate old person, a herdsman, who had M * 
been any where from home, but was affected with Diarrhea for 
some days without applying for advice. He was in a state o 
collapse when I saw lum ; and the treatment adopted consisted 
external heat, counter-irritation, acetate of load, tannic acid, and 
before^leatt! 10 °* vomiting was just twenty-four been 

I have the honour to bo yours, very faithfully, 

L. O’Reilly, 

Medical Officer of Ratoath Dispensary, 
To Doctor II ill 3 Medical Inspector* 



Permoy UtflON. 

Ko. 186. — Report from Dr. Purcell, Medical Inspector. 

Ocm 'icJc-on-8 uir } March 31, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 23rd inst., No. 9,584-, 1854, together with a communication 
from Dr. White, Medical Officer of the Penney Dispensary District, 
in Permoy Union, reporting a case of Cholera in his District; and 
also your letter oi the 25th inst., No. 9,709, 1854, together with 
an extract from the minutes of proceedings of the Guardians of 
w° ^ f m °y ^ n * on > relative to a case of Cholera that occurred in the 
Workhouse of that Union, and directing mo to inquire and report 
to you on both cases. 

The first case was James Ileirdon, aged fifty years, a labourer, 
previously healthy, and of temperate habits ; had ho preraonitoiy 
symptoms ; was seized with Diarrhoea at five o’clock, a.m., on the 
■w ist inst. Dr. White received a red ticket to visit, and saw him at 
about five o’clock the same evening, when he found all the symptoms 
of Asiatic Cholera apparent; his extremities and tongue cold, no 
pulse, vomiting and purging, throwing off watery fluids from stomach, 
sunk voice, feeble respiration, cramps in his legs, anxious for cold 
water draughts, and total suppression of urine, _ * 

Dr. White seems to have paid all the necessary attention to him, 
^ hi s treatment of him carefully carried out by a nurse from 
the A\ orkhouse, notwithstanding which, ho never rallied, and died 
at about half-past eleven o’clock, on the 22nd inst. 

This man had no communication with any person affected with 
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Cholera, tie resided in a miserable tliatcbed cabin, in a low, fetid 
lane in the town, baying pits or pools of stagnant water in it. 

The case that occurred id the workhouse was Catherine Fitzgibbon, 
a „ e ,l thirty years, represented as a vagrant, of loose habits, and 
addicted to drink, was committed to the Bridewell, aud was sent 
from thence to the Union Workhouse Hospital, labouring under 
slight, pneumonia. At about half-past six o’clock on the morning of 
the 21st inst, she was attacked with severe spasmodic blue Cholera; 
she had no premonitory symptoms ; was attended most promptly ; 
never rallied ; and sunk most rapidly, having died at four o’clock, 
p.M., the same day. 

The town and suburbs of Fermoy is satisfactory in a sanitary 
point of view ; however, in consequence of Cholera having made its 
appearance in so malignant a form, an influential and numerous 
meeting of the Sanitary Committee was held yesterday, at which I 
attended. They agreed to appoint two Apothecaries of the town as 
Sanitary Inspectors, to make daily “house-to-house” visits, aud 
report on every case that may occur in the District, tc flush the 
sewers of the town, and lay down patent stench traps where 
necessary, and name a Sub-Committee to inquire and report upon a 
suitable store or other building for a Cholera Hospital ; they have 
been limewashing the houses of the poor, and are determined to 
continue to do so, and have circulated and posted copies of the 
enclosed notice through the District. 

There seems to be an anxiety and willingness on the part of 
every person connected with the Union to adopt every precaution 
to avert the threatened calamity. 

I have the honour to remain. Gentlemen, your very obedient 
servant. 

John F. Purcell, Medical Inspector. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



No. 1ST. — Report from Dr. Purcell, Medical Inspector. 

Carrick-on-Suir, April 1, 1S54. 

Genii emeu, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 22nd ultimo, No. 9,441, 1854, accompanied by a communication 
from Dr. Edgar, Medical Officer of the Ballyhooiy Dispensary Dis- 
trict, in Fermoy Union, reporting a case of Cholera in that District ; 
and also a further communication of Dr. Edgar’s, of the 23rd ult., 
reporting another ease of Cholera in the same District, and request- 
ing me to inquire and report thereon. 

In reply I have to inform you that the first ease was Ahby 
Brien, aged fifty years, the wife of a labourer, who was attacked with 
Biarrhoja and vomiting, at about four o’clock, A.H., on the morning 
of the 20th ultimo. Dr. Edgar was called ou to visit her, and did 
so at about five, p.ji., the same day. He found all the symptoms of 
Asiatic Cholera manifest, aud very far advanced in collapse ; the 
face, hands, aud extremities blue, eyes sunk, nearly pulseless, and a 
total suppression of urine. He continued his attendance on her, 
but she died on the night of the 21st ultimo. 
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, The other cy.sc, Christopher Union, the husband of the.iirevioir 
ease, was visited by ])r. Edgar, at four o’clock, p.m'., ontlieKl 
ultimo, when lie found the man had boon eight hours previoaslv ilV- 
hc was then in the collapsed stage, exhibiting nearly iill the Vjp,. 
symptoms as his wife. He treated him, but he never rallied™,) 
died the same night. ’ Ml 

From the information that I obtained, 1 believe neither of tW 
cases had any connmmication with any person or place affect,.,} 
with Cholera ; but they eat tish, that they had in their house suvk 
days, and cooked Indian meal ; and they lived in a wretched ill- 
ventilated cabin. 

_ The bridge across tin?, Blacky, -ator, at Ballyhooly, beiii" sown 
time since carried away and not yet repaired, caused* a goocfdeal of 
delay, in tlic application for, and attendance upon the deceased, by 
Dr. Edgar, and is generally an inconvenience to tho poor of that 
part of the District and the Medical OITici.ii 1 . The delay in iha«e 
two cases is very much to ho regretted, as they terminated* 
rapidly • hut I have no reason to attribute any blame to the Malirai 
Officer, or any other person connected with the District, 

1 think it very advisable at present to have this Dispensary open 
daily, for the attendance of persons suffering from Diarrhea,' with- 
out relief tickets. 

The Sanitary Committee of tho District, with tho Earl of Listowel 
as chairman, is carrying out efficiently the provisions of the Sui- 
Kiuces Humoral and Diseases Prevention Acts. Their labours are 
generally apparent in the whitewashing, cleansing, die., of th 
dwellings of the poor. Notices, similar to those posted in Fermi)'', 
one ol which 1 forwarded on the blot ultimo, if posted through the 
District, would, in my opinion, be instructive and useful. 

I herewith return Dr. Edgar's letter, and 
I have the honour to remain, ( Jeutlemeu, your obedient servant, 
John P. I'uhoell, Medical Inspector. 



Kantuiik Union'. 

i\o. 1S8 . — Deposit from Dr. Quaky, Medical Inspector. 
Gextmjikn, ■ JCavtur/c, March ti, 1851. 

I have the honour to acknowledge tho receipt of your com:',),',, 
mention dated tho -Uh instant, enclosing a letter received from Mr. 
thill, Poor Law Inspector, in reference to the occurrence of ca-tv. -d 
Cholera in the Kunturk Union Workhoasu ; aud tho admission into 
tho Infirmary of persons attacked with tho same illness, fr.ua the 
town and union ; aud requesting that “I would attend at the Work- 
house and report to the Commissioners on the matter.' 1 

In accordance with these instruction*, I this day attended there, 
accompanied by Dr. Harry, tlm Medical Ulticer, ami Laving carefully 
gone over the several departments, and inquired into the particuiaK 
in connexion with the appearance of Cholera in tho Woiiluw* 
premises, and the admission of. extern cases of the same aHectaon, 
beg leave -to report — 

That the first case of Cholera occurred in a. person who had beet 
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an inmate of the Workhouse since the 9th February, 185-f, and was 
attacked on the 21st, having been twelve days in the house previous 
to her being attacked. The total cases under treatment since that 
date were twenty-four — of which number— 



Were inmates of the Workhouse, 


. 17 


Admitted as externs, 


. 7 

— 24 


Of the Workhouse cases, — died, 


. 7 


Do. extern do. do. 


. 2 


Total died, .... 


. 9 


Remaining this day, .... 


• • ■ lo 

— 24 



Some of those under treatment are in the extreme stages of the 
disease, and almost certain to terminate fatally. 

While in the Workhouse I witnessed the death of a young man, 



a clerk from a- mercantile house in Kanturk, who was taken ill on 
yesterday, and whose demise is calculated to create much alarm 
among the residents, as lie was generally known and respected. 
One of the nurses in attendance on the Cholera patients was attacked 
with the disease while I was going through the house ; and judging 
from the following return of the number of cases occurring, there is 
reason to apprehend that the disease will spread, viz. — 



21st February, * 1 

23rd do. 3 

24 til do. 1 

25th do. 2 

27 th do. 1 

1st March, 2 

2nd do. 1 

3rd do. 1 

4th do. * j) 

5th do. .*••••' 

6th do. 2 



Diarrhoea is not on the increase, and the greatest vigilance is paid 
to the detecting and immediate treatment ot all symptoms, having 
any tendency to Cholera ; both as regards appropriate dietary and 
medicine. # 

The first cases which occurred were treated in the Fever Hospital 
Wards — other arrangements have since prevailed and the Cholera 
and Diarrhoea cases are now being admitted to the sheds in the 
yards attached to the male and female idiot yards. Those sheds are 
capable of accommodating twenty-four each ’ and additional room 
is being secured \>y the removal of the inmates of the male and 
female idiot. wards to other portions of the building ; thus securing 
space fur thirty patients of each sex — the total accommodation 
amounting to 108. The Master and the Medical .Officer. state that 
the arrangements referred to can he carried out without in any de- 
gree interfering with the regularity of the house, or the accommo- 
dation and space necessary, for the sanitary condition of the izuna os. 

A regular staff of nurses is being organised, whose duties will be 
so distributed as to insure- that amount of relaxation from duty so 
necessary for persons engaged in such laborious offices. 
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The absence of any hospital for the reception and treatment of 
the cases occurring outside the Workhouse, forced their admission 
hitherto; hut it is hoped, that an application made to Sir E 
Tierney, for the use of the Quarry House, will he acquiesced in ■ and 
that accommodation for this class will he thereby secured and made 
available without delay. The promises are very suitable for such a 
purpose ; and I have examined thorn, in company with the Medical 
Officer, to-day. This most advisable plan will relieve the Work- 
house, not alone from the inconvenience of adding to the number 
treated within its walls, lmt will have the additional advantage of 
withdrawing that amount of nervous apprehension attendant on the 
reception of external cases into the Workhouse, as at present. 

Mr. Brady, who had acted as Resident Apothecary for sometime 
past, has, I am informed, tendered his resignation, which was 
accepted by the Board ; the ground of his withdrawal being a dis- 
inclination to attend the Cholera cases, from some apprehension. 
Mr. Layug, who pursues the same profession in the town of Kanturk’ 
has boon appointed pro tan. by the Guardians ; and at present com- 
pounds all medicines, and sleeps in the Workhouse. I would beg 
to. suggest that this arrangement bo carried nut punctually; as 
it is indispensable tliat a resident medical man be, at all hours, on 
the spot. 

In going over the Workhouse, my attention was attracted to the 
system of sewerage, and the position of the several cesspools, in 
reference to the respective sections of the building ; and assuming 
that tlie Commissioners have, for reference, a plan of these arrange- 
ments, I would respectfully ask their attention to the site of the 
seven privies, and the cesspools, which arc placed immediately 
inside the entrance — in the hoyu’ van], ami the girls’ yard— with 
overflow drains, which facilitate tlto postage of the excess of their 
retaining capacii y — under the walls of the Workhouse boundary— 
whence it spreads if sell' on the fields outside the premises. These 
privies are immediately nnderneut li t he back windows of the Board- 
room ; and, on inquiry, 1 found that . t he odour from them is frequently 
very oliensive. A cesspool of a still more objectionable nature 
tlmt placed in the snut.Il yard of the Fever Hospital building, which 
receives Ibe soil of the privies of tbc male idiot yard. These cess- 
pools are cleared out at stated periods ; the whole contents being 
emptied on the surface, and then removed by buckets. I beg to 
represent this arrangement, for collecting and removing the soil of 
the house, as being calculated to create and propagate disease, and 
such as should he superseded by sonic other, having a less injurious 
tendency on the sanitary condition of the establishment, and indeed 
with the ordinary comforts of its numerous inmates. 

On examining the Register of the Medical Officer of the Kanturk 
Dispensary District, I find that seven cases of Cholera Imre 
occurred in the town since the 1st March, viz. 

1st 

2nd, . a 

3rd, ; . . . | | i 

■4th, -. . o 

1 
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Of that number, three died ; and of the remaining four— 

Were sent to Hospital, . . 2 

Under treatment, . . .2 

4 

Another case (a child) died during the night, for whom no medi- 
cal assistance was sought ; aad it was only this morning, on being 
called to a second case in the same house, that the child was ascer- 
tained to have deceased. I was iu the premises of these poor 
people to-day; I found the child, on a loft, dead; and a fine young- 
woman, only recently married, far advanced in collapse. The 
people were unahle to provide a coffiu, and a coffin was ordered hy 
the Clerk of the Union, subject to after arrangements. 

The sanitary condition of this town seems not to have been duly 
cared for. I found, enclosed within walls, iu the immediate vicinity 
of the houses where three Cholera cases occurred, and in the very 
town of Kanturk, a large collection of manure. Quantities of the 
same are observable behind the houses in the street. I went into 
several back premises, and observed the same. 

I requested the Clerk of the Union to have the premises of the 
poor, especially where cases of Cholera occurred, cleaned out ami 
whitewashed without delay ; and it appears to me most desirable 
that an order declaring the Kanturk Union a Cholera District be 
issued at once. 

I propose returning here on Friday, and convening a meeting of 
the Committee of Management of the Kanturk Dispensary District, 
should the Commissioners’ arrangements not interfere. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

"William J. Geary, m.d., Medical Inspector. - 

To tht Four Line Conan issioiu-iv. Dublin. 



La uni'. Union. 

No. 18!). — 11 wort from Dr. Knox. Medical Inspector. 

] hJfnst. March 8, 18*1)4. 

Silt, 

I Lave to report that I this day visited the Oamckfergus Dispen- 
sary, and, by appointment, met the Medical Attendant* and several 
of the members of the Managing Committee. On inquiry I ascer r 
tained, that up to the period of my visit, twenty-seven cases of 
CLolera Lad occurred in the District — the first Laving taken pl&cp 
on tLe 2 4 tli ultimo j and of this number, fourteen, or rather mpr$ 
than one-balf, have proved fatal. An additional case, in the person of 
a female, was reported to Dr. Forsythe during my stay in Carrick- 
fergus, and I accompanied him, along with Dr. Magowan, another 
physician, to visit her. Doth the professional gentlemen mentioned, 
■who had some experience in malignant Cholera on the two foriner 
occasions of its being epidemic in this country, had no hesitation in 
expressing a decided opinion as to the cases above adverted to, 
being, most of them, unequivocal specimens of the disease } and as 
regards the case I witnessed, my own opinion would corroborate 
theirs. The reported symptoms are Diarrhcca, in all the cases 
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vomiting, cramps, rice-water evacuations, urine suppressed in some 
cases, and not in others, collapse, and livklity of skin. Some died 
within twenty-four hours ; and all, except one, within forty-eight 
The class of persons attacked were, the majority of them milk 
workers, of the poorer class, with one currier, one carpenter one 
labourer, and one servant. ’ 

Of the twenty-seven cases, fourteen proved fatal, eight are con- 
valescent, and five remain still ill, besides the one I saw, making in 
all, six, at present on the sick list. Two or three other ca°ses 
reported as doubtful, were supposed to have occurred, besides the 
twenty-seven above enumerated. I could not ascertain, on inquiry 
the existence of Cholera in any other District in the Larne Union • 
but Diarrhcoa appears to have been, and still to be, very prevalent 
in the. Carrickfergus District, only comparatively few of the cases 
occurring in the practice of the Dispensary Medical Attendant. In 
many cases it appears to have been very tractable, and not pre- 
senting any peculiarity of symptoms. The Committee, as I reported 
on a former occasion, had abated various nuisances, and I then 
directed their attention to tho necessity for continued vigilance. 
Since the appearance of Cholera, active steps have again been taken 
for the abatement of any nuisances throughout the District, which 
were not detected previously, or which have reaccumnkted. In 
company with the Relieving Officer I visited several, in different 
parts of the Dispensary District, which are in process of being 
removed; and it is expected that the whole District will, within 
a week, he in a satisfactory state in this respect. There was no 
reasonable ascertained ground for suspecting the introduction of tie 
disease from elsewhere, as far as I could learn, on careful inquiry. 
I visited all the different localities in which it has yet appeared, 
and they chiefly lie in a line, extending, hut not continuously, along 
the confines of a small stream, from the cabins where the first case 
appeared, about a mile and three-quarters westward of Carrickfergus, 
quite into the town. 

Two eases occurred, however, in another direction, at the north- 
ern confines of the town, and one ease in the street running along 
the sea beach. 

I also visited the building proposed as an hospital by the Com- 
mittee, and found it suitable; hut I shall report as to tho measures 
decided on, after attending the Board of Guardians, at Larne, to- 
morrow. 

To save post I can only add, that the houses in which the disease 
appeared seem all to he damp and uncleanly, and the persons 
attacked are reported to have been generally poor and ill fed. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Alex. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

W. Stanley, JEsj., Secretary. 
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Mo. 190. — Report from Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

Belfast, March D, 1854. 
Sib, 

I beg leave to report, that 1 this clay attended the meeting 
of the Board of Guardians, at Larne, where a communication was 
made by the Honorary Secretary, on the part of the Carrickfergus 
Dispensary Committee, acquainting them with the steps already 
taken, or to be adopted by them, with the sanction of the Board of 
Guardians, with reference to the outbreak of Cholera in the Carrick- 
fergns District. Under the circumstances, the Board came to the 
resolution of delegating to the Committee full powers to take such 
steps as they might find necessary, with reference to procuring 
additional medical aid, and providing hospital accommodation as 
far as may he required, as well as employing such assistance in 
having all nuisances thoroughly abated, as may be found necessary. 

As f stated yesterday, the Committee have obtained, gratuitously, 
a suitable building for an hospital ; have ordered a small quantity 
of bed-clothing, to have in readiness if required ; and employed Dr. 
Magowan, a physician, resident in Carrickfergus, to assist Dr. 
Forsythe in the duty of attending on Cholera patients, as — although 
the number on the list is not large at present — the Committee con- 
sidered it advisable, on account of the necessity of night visiting, 
and the state of Dr. Forsythe’s health, whose strength is not yet 
perfectly restored, after a very severe illness, to give him additional 
aid. Added to this is the consideration, that attention is given 
at all hours to any applicant. 

I visited Carrickfergus again, to-day, and found that three addi- 
tional cases had been ascertained to have occurred since yesterday — 
one being fatal. In reference to the amount of mortality, viz., one- 
iialf of the cases, it should he stated, that some of them died with- 
out having applied for, or received any medical aid, and others 
allowed the Diarrliceal stage to continue for some time, and only 
applied for relief when far advanced in the stage of collapse. Any 
plan by which relief might very early he resorted to, would possibly 
have a material effect in checking the great fatality of the disease. 

Under the circumstances stated, and the unquestionable existence 
of malignant epidemic Cholera in the District, I should suggest, 
that the measures taken by the Committee and Board of Guardians 
should be sanctioned by the Commissioners, with instructions for 
any further proceedings they may consider advisable. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Alex. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

Hi Stanley, Esq., Secretary. 

. P-S. — On careful inquiry I could not ascertain the existence, 
hitherto, of any cases of the disease in the other Dispensary Dis- 
tricts of the Larne Union. 

AX 
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No. 191. — Report from Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

Lurgan, March 18, 1851. 

' Sib, 

In reference to your letter of the 13th instant, regarding the 

■ cleansing of the Carrickfergus Dispensary District, I have to report 
that I visited Carrickfergus yesterday, and attended a meeting of 
the Sanitary Committee, specially summoned to meet me, and gave 
-such suggestions as appeared necessary. Having inspected various 
localities in the town in company with the Relieving and Medical 
.Officers, I ascertained that many nuisances had been abated since 
my previous visit, at which time the Relieving Officer and Inspector 
specially employed to overlook the sanitary condition of the ton, 
hoped to have it in a satisfactory condition in a week thereafter, 

On my visit yesterday I ascertained, that although much h«J 
been done in the interval, a good deal remained to be done; and I 
urged on the Committee and officials the necessity for continual 
. vigilanco and promptitude in order to have the {own put in as satis- 
factory a state as practicable, with as little delay as possible. I also 
. urged the necessity, not only of removing all accumulations of filth, 

■ but of vigilant attention from day to day to prevent any reaocum- 
lations; and I suggested that the Committee should request through 
their Honorary Secretary, officially, that the Corporation would fake 
measures to keep the streets of the town constantly clean, a sugget- 

i tion which the Committee agreed to act on. 

I drew especially the attention of the Committee to parts of the 

• town called Wilson’s Mill, Glass’s Entry, Worth Gato, and Coikhill, 
-•and some other places, and pointed them out to the Relieving Officer 

- as demanding immediate attention for the abatement of nuisances. 

• Every disposition was shown to carry out the suggestions in ques- 
tion; and I propose to visit Carrickfergus again on the 23rd instant 
to ascertain and report the result. 

I also suggested that the Killycross River (which is proposal to 

- bo culvertod hereafter) should he cleared out for the present hj 
flushing it, a measure which I vvas informed was quite practimw 

■ by means of an adjacent stream. I also suggested attention to uaie- 
. washing the interior of the houses wherever necessary, a lneasarr 

:which I ascertained by inspection had boon carried out to so»f 
extent. 

I also directed attention to have overcrowding in some lowit-w, 
especially in. Black-row and Taylor’s-row, remedied as far as practi- 
cable, in the mean time, by the Secretary officially requesting t« 
proprietors of the houses in question to remedy the evil as far as pos- 
sible, as some doubt appears still to bo entertained as to the pw® 
conferred by the Lodging House Act in Ireland, a question w ic 
■the Honorary Secretary who is also a magistrate, said he r ‘ 
to submit to the Attorney-General for his opinion, as a f 
petty sessions magistrates. The houses referred to are not 
lodging houses, but are stated to be overcrowded with occupy ^ 
circumstance to which, in my opinion, great importance iS 0 . 
attached, as to its influence on the diffusion and fatality of e P' E 
diseases. This suggestion I had bronght before the Commi 
my previous conference with them last week. 
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I also suggested that no unnecessary delay should occur in the 
removal and burial of the dead bodies, and the subsequent cleansing 
and purification of the premises by chloride of lime and peat charcoal. 

With reference to this point, it was stated that burial took place 
as soon as the coffins could he procured, and in all cases within 
.twenty-four hours of death. It was also mentioned that the 
place of burial for strangers, termed the strangers’ burying ground, 
was overcrowded, and that in some cases the graves could not in 
consequence be made of sufficient depth, points which I consider 
proper to bring under the notice of the Commissioners. Another 
burying ground, if procurable, would appear to he the most efficient 
remedy for this evil. 

On visiting some of the poorer localities in the town, part of the 
population appeared particularly wretched, squalid, and ill -clothed, 
and their bedding scanty and of a filthy description, a condition 
partly arising out of the present high prices of fuel and provisions, 
but having probably considerable influence on the amount of mor- 
tality in the present epidemic. To meet in part these evils 1 ascer- 
tained on inquiry that fresh clean straw has been provided in all 
necessary cases as a material for beds ; and a private subscription 
. has been entered into for the provision of fuel and meal, the distri- 
bution of which was to commence to-day to such families as might 
require it, ninety-eight families having been put on the list as recipi- 
ents in the first instance. And on inquiry I was informed that, 
for the present at all events, the evil in question will he adequately 
met by the resources of private charity. 

Since my previous visit I learned that the Committee had em- 
ployed two additional medical men as assistants to Drs. Forsythe 
and Magowan, the one, Dr. Burns, being a physician, and the other, 
Mr. Galzey, a licentiate apothecary. They are both young, but 
came from Belfast well recommended, and state that they have had 
some experience of Cholera; they act under the supervision of the 
Medical Attendant, Dr. Forsythe, and an especial part of their duty 
is to carry out a system of domiciliary visitation, so as to detect if 
possible, and apply a remedy in the early Diarrliceal stage of the 
disease; and the report made to me is, that a considerable number of 
cases of Diarrhoea have been by this means discovered and cured. 
On application to the Secretary he stated that the terms agreed on 
by the Committee, who have been empowered by the Board of Guar- 
dians to incur any expenses they may consider indispensable under 
tho present circumstances, are one guinea a day for each of the two 
gentlemen mentioned, and the payment of car hire where necessary. 

These particulars I consider it necessary to bring before the Com- 
missioners, with reference to their sealed order of the 10th instant, 
section 3, as hearing on the questions — at what time, and at what 
rate of payment, additional medical assistance is to be given to the 
several Medical Officers who are by tbe section in question the 
Medical Officers for the treatment of Cholera. 

On these points I should feel obliged by being favoured with the 
instructions of the Commissioners for my information and guidance. 

It does not appear that tho Committee had as yet come to any 
resolution regarding the remuneration of Dr. Magowan, who acts 
by their appointment as coadjutor in the treatment of the disease 
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■with the Medical Attendant, or as to any or what remuneration 
they would consider the latter entitled to for his increased duties 
under the Commissioners’ Order, subjects to which I beg leave to 
draw their attention, as the question will soon probably arise in 
other Unions. 

Up to. the period of my leaving Carrickfergus yesterday the report 
communicated to mo by Dr. Forsythe was as follows:— 

Eighty oases of Cholera from commencement ; forty died ; thirty, 
three recovered ; seven remaining on list on 17th March, 1854, 

The deaths will, therefore, be seen to bear the same ratio to the 
cases as at the date of my previous report, i.e. one-half. 

I also inspected the Cholera Hospital in the Gaol, which I found 
in a satisfactory state of cleanliness at my visit, and the wards pro- 
perly heated. In the cases admitted here (I think thirteen) every 
patient had died, except two still in hospital when I visited it; but 
in explanation of this melancholy result, it should be stated, that 
with one or perhaps two exceptions, the parties removed to hospital 
were in a state of great destitution, and in the collapse stage of the 
disease, or approaching collapse, when admitted. 

The daily returns of tho Medical Officer will keep the Commis- 
sioners acquainted with the particular statistics of the cases by tie 
return, Form A, and I shall not, therefore, add to the length of my 
report by any further reference to them. 

With reference to tho want of back premises in certain streets or 
parts of streets, I am not aware tliat any legal remedy is to be found 
of an efficient nature ; but I liavc strongly urged here, as elsewhere, 
that continued cleansing should bo kept up in such cases. I do not 
know how far there is any legal niodo of forcing a Corporation to 
keep the streets in a proper state of cleanliness ; hut, as I hare 
already stated, I suggested (hut tho Committee should apply to them 
on that beluilf, not simply to take measures for cleaning the streets, 

' (for they have to a certain extent performed that duty already) bat 
to urge on them to take more effective measures so that the town 
should be promptly put in as satisfactory a state as circumstances 
would admit of. I should adil that one of the members of the Cor- 
poration, being also a member of the Sanitary Committee, stated that 
he was of opinion that tho Corporation would attend to the sugges- 
tions made on tho subject-. I have only to add, that I feel obliged 
by the Commissioners having transmitted to me the report of Colonel 
Clarko, for whoso opinion and experience in such matters I have the 
-greatest respect, and to whom I should feel indebted at any time for 
any suggestion or assistance for the promotion of the public weal. 

I have the honour to remain, Sir, you most obedient servant, 
Alexander ICnox, Medical Inspector. 

W. Stanley, Esq., Secretary. 

T.S.- — It was reported to me hero that five cases of Cholera have 
occurred at a place called Ballyboley, in the Ballyuure Dispensary 
District, four of them being fatal, which, possibly, the Medi® 
Attendant may have communicated to the Commissioners in p®** 
anco of their instructions. I shall, however, investigate and report 
the circumstances of this District on Tuesday next. 
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No. 192 .— Letter from Dr. Ferris, Medical Officer of Larne 
Dispensary District. 

Gentlemen, Larne > March 15, 1854. 

Agreeably to your circular letter of tbe 3rd January last, I 
have to report the" first case of Asiatic Cholera which has occurred 
in my Dispensary District. _ , , 

I was called to see the man (who is a sailor belonging to a coal 
vessel) at his own house, in the town of Lame, about eleven o’clock 
last" night, when I found him exhibiting all the symptoms, unmis- 
takably, of Asiatic Cholera. H e had taken ill on board the vessel, in 
the harbour, about three o’clock same day, but was without medical 
aid until he came ashore at the above late hour. After two or three 
hours’ delay — arising from the refusal of the relatives- — he was 
removed to the Union Fever Hospital, where he is still under treat- 
ment, but in such a state of collapse, that I entertain very slight 
hope of his recovery, . . . 

■When the result is known I shall acquaint the Commissioners ot 
it; also of the treatment from the time I first saw him. I am of opinion 
the case has been imported from Scotland, from whence the vessel 
has lately arrived. 

I have the honour to he, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

C. Ferris, 

Medical Officer of Lame Dispensary District. 

The Poor Law Commissioners. 



No. 193.— Report from Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector. 
g IS; Belfast , March 21, 1854. 

I have only time to report, to save to-day’s post, that on in- 
quiry at Larne, I could not ascertain that any communication with 
infected persons or places could he traced between the sailor^ first 
attacked by Cholera there, and who died in tbe hospital of the Work- 
house. There does not appear any doubt as to the nature of the 
disease ] and the vessel in which he was, came from Troon, on the 
west coast of Scotland, where I am not aware that Cholera is pre- 
vailing. Three cases have since occurred iu Larne, without any 
traceable communication between each other and the person first 
affected. In all, the symptoms were the same, and well marked. 
Two have died, and the other two are rapidly convalescing, and there 
is no new case, so that at present the District is free from the disease. 

There have been five cases in the Ballynure District, of whom two 
have died and three are convalescent; so that, as far as ascertained, 
there are no cases in this District at present. 

I shall report at greater length to-morrow. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Alexander Knox, Medical Inspector. 

W. Stanley, Esq., Secretary. 

There are no ascertained cases of the disease in the Glenarm or 
Eallycarry Dispensary Districts. “• 
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No. 194 —Report from Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector. 
gni Belfast, March 23, !So4, 

I have to report that I this day visited Carrickfergns an d 
attended a special meeting; of the Sanitary Committee. It amean 
that ninety-two cases of Cholera have occurred from the commence 
meat, forty-seven of whom have died, whilst a great many cases of 
Diarrhoea, promptly treated, have recovered. Two new cases only 
were stated, by the Medical Attendant, to have occurred yesterday 
and one to-day (of Cholera), although Diarrhoea is still prevalent so 
that there is reason to hope that the epidomio is on the decline 
\ anous nuisances had been removed since my previous visit and I 
urged the necessity of continued vigilance and attention to the sani- 
tary arrangements. The Diarrhoea cases are reported to be very 
amenable to early treatment; and the Committee will, probably ina 
low days, if matters continue to progress favourably, he able to dis- 
pense vvith the services of part of their Medical Staff. 

I visited the hospital, and found the nurses at their duty, and tie 
wards perfectly clean and satisfactory. 

M ith reference to the entire number of Cholera cases, viz,, ninety- 
two, the returns (Forms A. and B.) of the Dispensary Medical Officer 
include not only his own cases, but some cases which have occurred 
ni' the private practice of other practitioners. The question has 
arisen here and elsewhere, whether the Forms of Beturn, issued by 
the Commissioners, should include such private cases, or only, I 
mier, the cases treated by the Medical Officer and his assistants. 

Should tho Commissioners contemplate procuring returns, not only 
from tho Dispensary Medical Officers, but from private practitioners 
also, so as to give as complete a return of tho statistics of the disease 
in any given place us practicable, I would bog leave to suggest for 
their consideration, that, should tho epidemic visit Belfast and other 
large towns, the number of Cholera patients therein, treated by 
private practitioners, could only ho obtained with any degree of 
correctness by some person, preferably a Medical practitioner, ap- 
pointed for the purpose. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Alexander Knox, Medical Inspector. 

IF. Stanley , Esq., Secretary. 



No. 195 — Report from Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

Belfast, March 29, 1854. 
Sir, 

I have to report that I again visited the Cholera Hospital in 
Carrickfergus to-day, and conferred with the Sanitary Committee. 
There are now m the town, altogether, five cases, but of these three 
are. convalescing. No case had been added to the list up to the 
■ period of my. visit since yesterday ; eleven cases of Diarrhea still 
remain, but this disease is rapidly diminishing. 
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The town is in a much improved state as regards cleanliness, and 
I strongly urged on the Committee the necessity for keeping it so, 
ami of "strict attention to the directions of the Commissioners, with 
reference to the purification of the houses of persons, dead of Cholera, 
and other matters adverted to in their Order. Two patients remain 
in the hospital, who appeared to be nearly convalescent. 

The Committee have dispensed with the services of two of their 
temporary Medical Officers, and propose to dispense, also, with the 
attendance of Dr. Magowan, the Resident Physician, who assisted 
Dr. Forsythe, as the numbers on the sick list are so few ; but with 
the intention of giving him additional medical assistance again, if 
circumstances should require it, „ , . , T , 

Thev have also dispensed with the services of their Local Inspector 
of Nuisances ; but they will employ him, also, again, if they hud it 
necessary. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Alexander Knox, Medical Inspector. 

W. Stanley, Esq., Secretary. 



No. 196 . — Letter from Dr. Holmes, Medical Officer of 
Glenarm Dispensary District. 

Larne Union, September 1, 1854. 

Gentlemen, _ , , , ,, . 

In compliance with your instructions, I have to report that 
Cholera broke out in this village yesterday (August 31st). ihere 
have been, since its first appearance, five cases: died, three; m a 
state of collapse, one; and one likely to recover. , . 

I may add, that the Dispensary and Sanitary Committees are doin 0 
all in their power, and with every prospect of success, to meet the 

visitation. . 

I have the honour to remain, &c., 

Georoe S. Holmes, m.d. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



No. 197- — Report from Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

Sandalstown, September 9, 1854. 

I have the honour to report, that I yesterday visited J£ e ' 
Glenarm Dispensary District, with reference to its sanitary condi- 
tion, and the appearance of Cholera therein. _ Dr 

From the information given me hy the Medical Attendan , Dd 
H olmes, it appears that a case of Cholera, of a severe ® w arch last 
occurred in a country part of the district, as far ac . r ^ 
but it terminated in recovery; and one other c«e, prying foW, 
would appear to have taken place in August, the par 
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l-ence of wliicli were not known to Dr. Holmes W , 
— d in my report from the 

occurred in the peracn’of a Mrs. McSan^ 

Union, but wlio had been lodging for three weeks i” 1 ?* 

illness, at the house of a person named McCambridge in The twnff 
Qlenarm, She took ill of Cholera, and died after a few 1mm ' 7 
on the 3 1st ultimo. Tho form of disease was 1 My ‘S 
suppression of urine was almost invariably a symptom. ’ 

Mrs. McCambridge sickened and died on the 1st instant: and U 
husband was also taken ill and died on tho same day. One of their 
daughters sickened on the 1st, ami died on the 2nd of W? d 
another of tho family took ill and died on the latter day • Sant 
female of the family, who had gone to the house of a married sister 
the country, also sickened and died on the 2nd instant. 

On the 3rd of September, Mary N apier, resident in a different part 
of Glenarrn, but who bad acted ns nurse in McCambridgc’s wasat 
tacked with .symptoms of Cholera, on the 3rd of Septemb^nTdW 
on the same day, at the house oi her daughter in the country. 

TT ?“ th ? 4tU . of September, Dr. O’Neill, who had, along with Dr, 
Holmes, been m attendance on the McCambridge family eickenedand 

died the same day, in the hotel. c eaett *“ 

The other eases were those of John Fcrrall, of Portglenone, who 

thZ tJmTiw ■, ll0tlSe . ( ; n ( f k '’, lann > iu an opposite direction from 
TT 4 °* MoCainbudge, with wliicli no communication was traceable. 
He was attacked ou tho 2nd September, and died in thirty horn 

fuf, , T U ® ° nl y t,as .° *“ w,ucl > premonitory Diarrhoea could be 
ascertained to have existed. 

John Weir from Strand, in the Ballymena Union, who had been 
much in McCamhndgo’s house, and drinking freely, but before the 
outbreak of tbo disease there, grew ill on the 2nd instant, and died 
alter a short illness. 

On the 3rd of September, John Quinn, who had been drinking to 
intoxication, was attacked, hut recovered. This man had been in 
attendance on John Weir, and was found lying, in a state of drank- 
■nn ess, vi i Ins arm round him. The last case was that of a stable 
ooy at the hotel; he recovered. 

. ro S ® 011 tkat number of cases, in this sudden outbreak 

. 1° era > H * its most malignant form, amounted to twelve; nine of 
v ic proved fatal; six of them, including Mrs. McKeenan, in the 
family of McCambridge. 

The house of McCambridge is a pretty large one, in an airy situa- 
mn, near the sea shore; and I could not ascertain that there was 
any ung peculiar in its sanitary condition to distinguish it from 
• other houses of the same class iu the town. It was a public-house, 
and overcrowded with lodgers, who came to Glenarm for the purpose 
o sea-bathmg and attending a fair. It is now shut up and deserted, 
us we as the hotel; and, from the great panic occasioned, all tbe 
strangers, and some of the inhabitants, have left the place. lam 
uappy, however, to be able to state, that the disease, for the present 
* See No. 72. 
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at least, appears to have totally subsided, no ease of Cliolera having 
occurred since the death of Dr. O’Neill, on the 4th instant; nor are 
anv cases'of Diarrhoea non- known to exist in the District. 

None of the parties attacked were in destitute circumstances; nor 
lias the disease attacked the families of any of the persons affected, 
in the different houses where it has appeared, with the exception of 
the unfortunate family of the McCanihridges. 

The most active exertions appear to have been made to arrest the 
progress of the epidemic on the part of Dr. Holmes, the Medical 
Attendant, and Mr. McCormick, a third-year’s Medical Student, pro- 
cured at Belfast, as his assistant. Dr. Holmes, in conjunction with 
Dr. O’Neill, attended to ail the cases occurring previously to the 
death of the latter, who was the last victim to the malady. Every 
house in the town has been examined, both externally and internally, 
by one or other of the medical gentlemen, assisted by the Relieving 
Officer; and a process of thorough-cleaning, with free use of lime, 
enforced wherever it has been necessary. The Medical Attendant 
is now devoting attention to the sanitary state of the country parts 
of the district also, assisted by Mr. McCormick. 

The nuisances pointed out at my recent visit to Glenarm have 
been removed, and it appears now to be in a very satisfactory state; 
the process of purification having been either completed, or being 
now in the act of being so; as it was found difficult, if not impos- 
sible, in the first instance, to get anything done, from the great panic 
which prevailed; even the burial of tho parties, in some instances, 
was only to be effected with great difficulty. 

In the case of John Weir, who was a lodger in the house of a 
person called Galbraith, it appears that, having left the house to 
relieve the Diarrhoea, under which he suffered, readmission was re- 
fused by the family, w-hen lie went into the stable, where lie was 
found by Dr. Holmes, who accidentally heard him moaning, in a 
state of collapse. He then received such medical assistance as it was 
practicable to afford; but it was not possible to procure admission 
for him into any house, or to procure any vacant accommodation 
whatever, at any price, which might serve as a temporary hospital. 
Every effort appears to have been made for the purpose by the Me- 
dical and Relieving Officers, and by Mr. Hannah, the agent of the 
Earl of Antrim, and Mr. O’Halloran, a gentleman resident in the 
town; one individual having been offered two year’s rent of a house 
(granted by Mr. O’Hara, but which she occupied), for the purpose 
of a temporary hospital ; she, however, refused to vacate it. Another 
of the persons attacked, viz., John Quinn, consequently, lay in the 
open air for a whole night, adjoining the town, where he was supplied 
with blankets and other necessaries, and medicines by the Medical 
Officer, who attended to him, assisted liy the Coastguard Officer, the 
panic rendering it impossible to procure any one to nurse him; he 
was ultimately removed to the house he occupied in the mountains, 
and, as before stated, he recovered. The situation of the hospital at 
Dtrne, of course, rendered it unavailable, being eleven or twelve 
miles distant. 

There has beeu no regular meeting of Committee; hut two mem- 
bers, resident in Glenarm, sanctioned the appointment of Mr. McCor- 
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illicit, as a temporary assistant to Dr. Holmes; and tlie Board of 

Guardians intimated that they would ratify any arrangements made 
by the Committee. 

From tho isolated position of the place, and Dr. Holmes bein; 
now tho only medical practitioner resident in it, I should think it 
advisable, that the services of Mr. McCormick should he retained for 
a short time, lest the disease may recur ; and in this case, the un- 
aided efforts of the Medical Attendant might not he equal to the 
arduous duties which might be suddenly demanded. Mr. McCormick, 
although not yet legally qualified as a medical practitioner, appeals 
to be competent to the duties devolving on him. In some respects 
the legal qualifications might he desirable ; although I am not 
aware that those are indispensable under the provisions of the 
“Nuisances Act,” by virtue of which the Board of Guardians ap- 
point; but in such sudden emergencies, it may he found impossible 
to obtain fully qualified practitioners in duo time. 

At the time Mr. M'Cormick was sent down from Belfast, Dr. 
Holmes himself was ill from an attack of Diarrhoea, and over fatigue 
by attendance on the Cholera patients, night and day; hut he only 
relinquished his duty for a day, although he has uot yet recovered 
his usual state of health. 

The difficulty as to hospital accommodation in towns remotofrom 
the Workhouses, which I have previously referred to on more than 
one occasion, may possibly occur in other instances during the pre- 
valence of tho epidemic, and possibly lead to disagreeable conse- 
quences, unless preliminary measures shall he adopted, with reference 
to the subject, by tho Boards of Guardians, liven a tent or temporary 
wooilon house, might prevent a recurrence of what has taken place 
in Glcnarm, in the ease of the two patients above mentioned. 

. I have tho honour to remain, Sir, your most obedient servant, 
Ai.imanuhii Knox, Jfalienl Ius/wl'ir. 

IT. Utaulffi, ■&'«/., ,S« refni'//. 

Liaiiiiuoii Union. 

No. 198. — Report from Dr. Geary, Medical Inspector, 

Limerick, February 6, 1854. 

Genti/ehrst, , , 

I beg leave to report the occurrence of two cases of Asiatic 
Cholera, in the parish of St. Michael, in tho city of Limerick. 

Tho first was attended by Dr. Kano, of George’s -street, who nns 
called to see Mrs. Casey, tlie wife of a comfortable grocer, residing 
at Nelson-street, near Carey’s road, at two o'clock, p.m., yesterday, 
being then ill from the Thursday previous. 

The symptoms were purging, vomiting, and cramps, with conap* 
anil lividity, suppression of urine, which continued to resist 
treatment; anil tho lady expired during last night. , 

Dr. Kaue has had much experience in the treatment of cases ® 
Asiatic Cholera, and -informs me that the case now referred a 
purely one of that type. 
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Nelson-street is in the immediate locality of those suspicions cases 
reported on a former occasion. 

The second case was attended by Dr. Kavanagh, the Medical 
Officer of the St. John’s Sub-district, and occurred at Francis-street, 
iu St. Michael’s Parish, the particular's of which, he informs me, 
were transmitted by him to the Commissioners by last night’s post. 
The woman, Catherine Kelly, continues to improve to-day. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

William J. Geary, m.d., Medical Inspector. 

The Poor Law Commissioners, Lublin. 



No. 199 Report from Dr. Geary, Medical Inspector. 

Limerick, February 13, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your commu- 
nication,. desiring to be informed, by special report, of the circum- 
stances of Catherine Kelly’s case, reported by Dr. Kavanagh as one 
of Cholera, and in reply, beg leave to state, having seen and ques- 
tioned the woman this day, in company with the Medical Officer, 
the following appears to be the chief features of her illness. 

Catherine Kelly, aged twenty-five years, residing as a servant 
with the family of Mr. Beehan, on Artliur’s-quay, was in the enjoy- 
ment of good health till Saturday morning, the 4th irist., when she 
was first seized with cramps in the feet, succeeded by vomiting, 
purging, and cramps generally extending over the extremities and 
hotly j and a great sense of faintness. 

Dr. Kavanagh saw her about mid-day on Saturday the 4th, when 
him. symptoms indicated a rapid tendency to run into collapse. At. 
this time she had been removed to the house at Arthur H-quay, 
where I saw. her this day. 

Site states that her ordinary nutriment had been of excellent 
quality, ami that site is not aware of any cause which could account 
for her recent attack. Her work was light, .and she had sufficient 
time allowed for rest, and has comfortable clothing ;• lord not heard 
of any persons having been, ill with Cholera, nor is she aware of 
having visited any locality where the disease could have been. 

The symptoms appear to have been urgent, and the further pro- 
gress of the case would seem to have been arrested by the activity 
anti attention of the Medical Officer, who treated the case with 
calomel and opium, and broth. 

The room in which she remains is at the top of the house, clean 
ami well ventilated. She is now recovering steadily, but complains 
of a sense of great debility when she stands up. 

Other apartments in this house appear to be frequented by sailors 
as lodgings. 

I have the honour to he,- Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

William J. Geary, m.u.. Medical Inspector. 

The Poor Law Commissioners, Lublin. 
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No. 200.— Report from Dr. Geary, Medical Inspector. 

Limerick, February 13, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg leave to acknowledge tbo receipt of your communication 
dated lltli inst., requesting a special report on the case of Jolm 
Hetliermau, who was admitted into St. John’s Fever Hospital 
labouring under Asiatic Cholera, on the evening of Wednesday tie 
8th inst., and in reply, have the honour to forward the following 
particulars, collected by me at the house from which he was it 
moved, from the men who worked in the same boat with him, and 
from the records and officers of the hospital, where he died at four 
o’clock, a.m., on Friday the lOtli inst.; for the purpose of ascertaining 
which I came here from Listowcl immediately on receipt of the 
Commissioners’ letter yesterday. 

From everything colloctod, it appears that John Hethemrnn, 
aged twenty-three years, left Curran, about four miles to the west 
of the town of Kilrusli, on Wednesday, the 1st inst., being one of the 
crew of a boat laden with turf, and arrived at the quays of Limerick 
in his usual good health. Flo always slept on board the boat, and 
was attacked with purging, vomiting, and cramps, about mid-day 
on Wednesday, the 8tli inst , and was first visited by Dr. Kavanagli, 
about four hours after he was taken ill, at the rooms of A. Hickie, 
on Arthur’s quay, where ho was removed at that time, previous to 
his being transferred to tho hospital. Iletlierman was also secs 
by Dr. (jetstone, who directed his removal to hospital, forwarding 
at tho same time a note to the Resident Apothecary, with instruc- 
tions that the case he treated with brandy and an infusion of green 
tea, with stimulants, which treatment was persevered in during the 
continuance of life, with external stimulation by frictions to tin 
body and extremities. The cramps are stated by the nurses to 
have been unusually severe ; and tho same was observed in tb 
case of the grocer’s wife, communicated on the 6th, which also 
ended fatally. 

It does not appear that Iletlierman was in any way prevlo'nsly 
indisposed, nor had ho any communication with any individual nr 
locality where tho Asiatic Cholera is known to have occurred; 
although it is very remarkable tlmt the rooms of Anne Hickie, to 
which he was removed, are tho ground floor of the house, in which 
Catherine Kelly, whose case was reported on the 6th,* and the 
special report on which accompanies the present.! 

So far as the information gleaned can he relied upon, I satisfied 
myself tlmt Iletlierman was not in Hickie’s rooms from the time of 
liis arrival at the quays of Limerick till lie was removed there, on 
his route to the hospital. 

Curran, or Qucrrin, is in tho Union of Kilrusli, and Dispensary 
District of Kilkee, where I have been on the 31st January and 1st 
February; and at that time there was no indication of Cholera in 
that district, nor in the union. 

A cousin of John Hethermau, and of the same Christian name, » 
* See No. 44. f See No. 45. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Reports of Cholera Cases. 



273 



No. III.] 



fellow-boatman, is stated to be somewhere in town unwell. The 
boatmen cannot be induced to give any clue to his present abode; 
but up to the present time no demand for attendance upon him has 
been made to any of the Medical Officers of this District. 

On examining the Medical Relief Register for the Sub-division 
in which the present case occurred, I find that Dr. Kavanagh was 
called to visit another case, which would have most likely run into 
collapse if any longer time had been suffered to pass without medical 
aid. The case was that of — 

James Hoyes, Cornwallis-street, corner of William’s-lane, aged 
ten years, who was seized with purging, vomiting, and cramps, 
during the night of Friday the 10th, aud was visited on the 11th, 
having been twelve hours ill. Dr. Kavanagh states that prostration 
had set in, and the child was only saved from extreme symptoms by 
the greatest attention and assiduity. He is now recovering. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

‘William J. Geam, m.d., Medical Inspector. 

The Poor Lav> Commissioners. 



Lisbbrn Union. 

No. 201. — Letter from Dr. Kelso, Medical Officer of 
Knockuadona Dispensary District. 

Lisburn, June 3, 1S54. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg to report, for yonr information, the occurrence of two 
cases of Cholera, in the Electoral Division of Magheramisk, in the 
Knocknadona Dispensary District. 

The first of these cases, that of Eliza King, aged tliirty-six, was 
seen on the 30th ultimo, and is still under treatment for the second- 
ary fever that attends the disease ; and though the phenomena 
of collapse were not— some of them — well marked, still, of the 
character of the attack I entertain no doubt; aud there is yet some 
fear whether the case may terminate in recovery. 

This woman had been in Lisburn on this day week (Saturday), 
at a warcroom there, but is not aware of having been near any one 
wlm'either had had an attack, or was affected with any of the symp- 
toms of the disease. On Monday, however, she was seized with the 
usual symptoms characteristic of it — the vomiting and purging, 
which still persist, of discharges peculiar to it, being very violent. 
When visited on next day (Tuesday), there existed almost inces- 
sant vomiting and purging, with cramps, and coldness of the 
extremities, intense thirst, restlessness, and some blueness of skin, 
especially round the eyes. Without troubling you with a detail of 
the other symptoms observed, iu the progress of the case from day 
to day, or the mode of treatment which I deemed it advisable to 
adopt, I may merely repeat here, that there is yet some doubt, I 
fear, whether the case may eventually issue in recovery. 

itb respect to the other case, which was that of an itinerant 
pauper, named Catherine Cassidy, aged seventy, all that could be 
learned iu relation to its history was, that she left home, a-begging, 

T 
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on Thursday morning last (June 1st), in her usual health, and that 
in the evening, on her return, she was observed by a next-door 
neighbour to he seized with vomiting and cramps. It could not be 
ascertained whether her bowels were deranged, as she could give no 
account of her state herself. However, when visited, she was quite 
pulseless, cold, and livid. Her state was that of utter destitution 
with no bed, save some straw, and no covering hut a ran supplied 
by a neighbour. No one lived with her, and there was no fire 
nor scarcely any tiling, indeed, in her miserable, single apartment’ 
Neither vvould any one consent to attend to her, through fear, and 
the excessive filthiness of her person. Under these qireumstances 
1 determined on having her at once removed to the Workhouse 
Hospital ; and a conveyance having been procured from that insti- 
tution, I had her carefully rolled in blankets, and laid on a straw 
bed in the cart brought for the purpose. 

. I have only to add, that this poor woman, as I understand, las 
since died, which was only to he expected, from the very unfavour- 
able condition in which sho was when I found her. 

I am not quite sure whether I have been precise enough in these 
details, with which it is my duty now to furnish you ; but if not, I 
shall he happy to supply you with any addi tional particulars which 
you may desire of me, in so far as I may he able to do so. 

And I have the honour to bo, Gentlemen, your most obedient 
servant, 

J. J. Kelso, m.d., 

Medical Officer of Knochiadonci Dispensary district. 

The Poor Law Commissioners. 



No. 202. — Repoet from Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

Lisbur n , J line 13, 1854. 

BIB, 

With reference to the communication of the Medical Attendant- 
p the Knocknad ona Dispensary District, relative to the occurrence 
of Cholera in that District, which accompanies your letter of the 
7 th instant, I heg leave to report, that on communication with tie 
Medical Officer, personally, I see no reason to question the correct- 
ness of the particulars set forth in his letter. The cases occurred 
within about a gunshot of each other ; hut it does not appear that 
there had been communication between the parties attacked by 
Oho! era. . In addition to the other symptoms, there was suppression 
°- Mine in the case of Eliza King, who has recovered. 

With reference to the case of Catherine Cassidy it appeals that 
she had to be removed a distance of about six miles to the hospi- 
tal, at the Union Workhouse ; but her destitution was so complete, 
that, under the circumstances stated, the Medical Officer appears to 
nave had no alternative but her removal to the hospital, where she 
t ied, as I am given to understand, about an hour after her admie- 
sion. The house is closed up since the period of her death, not 
haying been occupied by any other person. Pour other persons 
reside in the house with Eliza King, but none of them have be® 
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attacked with Cholera or Diarrhoea, and no case of either disease 
has occurred since, -with the exception of one case of Diarrhoea, in 
the Knocknadona District, which may, therefore, he considered per- 
fectly healthy. The District contains no town, being entirely rural, 
and the Medical Officer considers, it to be in a generally satisfactory 
state as regards nuisances. The house of Cassidy was in a filthy 
state, but that of King does not differ from other houses of the same 
class in the neighbourhood. 

June 14, 1854. 

Since writing the above, I have, to-day, visited the Knocknadona 
Dispensary District, throughout its entire extent, and the locality 
where the cases of Cholera above adverted to occurred, but I 
observed nothing in addition to the facts above stated of sufficient 
importance to bring before the notice of the Commissioners. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Alex. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

W. Stanley, Esq., Secretary. 



No. 203. — Lexter from Dr. Gordon, Medical Officer of 
Saintfield Dispensary District. 

Saintfield, September 16, 1854. 
Sib, 

At a meeting held to-day, by the Committee of Saintfield Dis- 
pensary, I was directed to report a fatal case of Cholera which 
occurred in the Electoral Division of Killaney, situated in this Dis- 
trict. The Committee desire to know if the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners have any instructions to give concerning sanitary or other 
precautionary measures, <Src. ; and if so, would you be kind enough 
to forward directions to me, or the Honorary Secretary. 

I have the honour to he, Sir, your humble servant, 

William Gordon, Medical Ojficer. 

Ii r . Stanley, Esq., Secretary. 



No. 204. — Report from Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

Lurgan, September 22, 1854. 
Sib, 

I have the honour to report, that I, yesterday, visited and 
inspected the Saintfield Dispensary District, with reference to its 
sanitary condition, and, assisted with my advice, the Committee 
assembled to meet me. 

The Medical Officer lately, accompanied by the resident clergy- 
man, inspected the whole town of Saintfield, and he reports that it 
is, generally, in a satisfactory state, as regards cleanliness ; and the 
same observation will apply to the rural parts of the District. On 
personally inspecting- the town, 1 agreed in opinion with the 
Medical Officer, not having observed any nuisances of consequence ; 

v it 
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but I directed tbo attention of tlio Committee to tlie necessity for 
continual surveillance, to prevent tlie re-nccunnilation of any offen- 
sive matters, and pointed out an imperfect state of tlie sewerace 
in Downpatrick-street and Priestley’s-lane, wliicli requires to be 
remedied. 

The Sanitary Committee propose to inquire vliat local hospital 
accommodation may be procurable in case of necessity, as SaiutSeld, 
being ten or eleven miles from the hospital at Lisburn, precludes 
tlie possibility of removing Cholera patients tliithor with safety. 
The District, however, at present, is in a perfectly healthy condi- 
tion, and no ease of malignant Cholera is ascertained to have occurred 
in it, with the exception of the ono reported by the Medical Attend- 
ant to the Commissioners ; and the Committee seem prepared to 
execute all the directions contained in the Cholera Order recently 
issued. . 

The caso of Cholera referred to occurred on the lOtlr instant, in 
a man named Pox, in a rural part of the District, the symptoms, 
as reported, being well marked, and coming on suddenly, without 
any premonitory Diarrhoea, and proving quickly fatal. A few days 
previously, a sister of the deceased, resident in the same house, hid 
an attack of vomiting, cramps, and Diarrhoea (Cholera) ; but she 
recovered under medical treatment. There was no ascertainable 
communication of this family with any infected source, and the 
three remaining occupants of the same house continue healthy. 
The house is rather above the average for cleanliness. 

There has been no epidemic Diarrluoa, as yet, in the Saintfield 
District. 

I remain, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Alex. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

W. Stanley, Esq., Secretary. 



No. 205.- 



SlR, 



Lurgan Union. 

-Report from Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

JCewry, October 14, 1854. 



I have tlie honour to report, for the information of the Com- 
missioners, that I have, to-day, visited the Waringstown Dispensary, 
and communicated with the Medical Officer and some members of 
the Committee with reference to the sanitary state of the District. 

On inquiry it would appear that the person referred to in hr. 
Berry’s letter (herewith) died, as reported by him, after a very short 
illness, the symptoms of which were Diarrhoea, incessant watery 
vomiting, cramps, and collapse, the eyes having been sunken, am 
the skin of a bluish tinge. The disease appears to have been 
malignant Cholera, in a sporadic form, as no other inmate, in afamy 
of five individuals, nor any other person in the District, has weu 
since affected either with Cholera or Choleraic Diarrhoea; the a 
trict being at present healthy. One other case of Cholera occ 
in the private practice of Dr. Berry, about a fortnight ago^bu ^ 
patient recovered, and no other caso occurred in that f""” r 
wards. 
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There was no ascertained communication witli any infected source 
in either case, and the latter was not considered to have assumed 
the form of Asiatic Cholera. 

Considerable attention appears to have been paid to the removal 
of nuisances ; and the village of "Waringstown is reported by the 
Committee and Medical Officer, and I found it, to be in a fair state 
of cleanliness; the country part of the District is also stated to have 
been put in a generally satisfactory state. 

The residence of the patients above referred to was, in both in- 
stances, cleanly. 

I drew the attention of the Committee and the Medical Officer to the 
subject, with a view to the immediate removal of any nuisance that 
might he hereafter ascertained to exist in the District. Under the 
circumstances it would not appear necessary to issue a Cholera 
Order at present, and the Committee are of this opinion. 

I remain, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Alexander Knox, Medical Inspector. 

W. Stanley, Esq., Secretary. 



Macroom Union. 

No. 206. — Report from Dr. Geary, Medical Inspector. 

Macroom, April 19, 1854. 
Gentlemen, _ 

In accordance with the desire conveyed in the Commissioners’ 
letter of the 13th inst., I have been inquiring into the sanitary state 
of Macroom Dispensary District, aud attended two meetings of the 
Sanitary Committee, held on the 18th and this day, and have now 
the honour to report, that, accompanied by the constabulary, I 
inspected the interior and rere premises of nearly all the houses in 
the town of Macroom, and regret to state that in very many instances 
au amount of wretchedness, poverty, collections of cesspools and 
nuisances, were observed, calculated to endanger the sanitary con- 
dition of the locality in a high degree. It seems to have been the 
practice to excavate very extensive portions of the rere yards, wall 
round the limits of such space, and there collect, from the autumn of 
each year, quantities of vegetable matter, mixed with all the house 
soil, to be sold or applied as manure at the spring season. Those 
collections, judging from the deep holes now observable, must he 
very great, and when filled by the rain water during the winter 
season present a wide field of decomposing animal and vegetable 
matter, well tending to destroy the purity of the atmosphere, and 
favour the development of epidemic disease. Owing to the advanced 
slate of the spring work very many of these pits have been cleaned 
out, but there still remains a large proportion. The principal localities 
requiring immediate attention are, Holland’s-lane, Temperance-lane, 
Dnggan’s-lane,Murphy’sdane,and the range along Ohapelcross-strcet. 

The largest extent of filth and wretchedness is to be found at 
Holland’s-lane and Sleveen-road. In the localities now referred to, 
the interior of the premises are in a most filthy condition, with an 
absence of nearly all domestic comforts, while the representation of 
their condition, made by the occupiers, is very distressing. The 
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want of water is much felt at this, the eastern side of the town 
there being no pump, anil tho river being some distance awav' 
Here, too, tho absence of sewerage, or tho defective character of th'at 
which 1ms been attempted, tends to perpetuate the uncleanly habits 
which arc found to exist. I sun informed by the occupants of l artre 
and good-looking houses of business in tho centre of the town that 
they send all their house and night soil to bo deposited in tbe’rber 
at a late hour at night. 

At the west, or Massytown side of tho river, attention has been 
paid to that portion known as “ Pound-lane,” where the manure has 
been removed aud whitewashing carried out; hut the poor ami small 
cabins, of which there arc a very large number on the Massytown- 
road, stand in urgent need of cleansing and purifying, both inside 
and to the rere. At this side of tho town there is an abundant 
supply of water; and there should he no excuse for the extreme 
filth which is noticed in very many instances. 

This state of matters was fully explained to the Sanitary Com- 
mittee at their mooting on yesterday, when resolutions were adopted, 
requesting the Guardians to concur in the appointment of an intel- 
ligent person to act as sanitary inspector at a salary of ten shillings per 
week, the person hitherto holding that office appearing to me wholly 
unsuited for tho active duties required to he performed ; also, three 
persons to ho appointed as whitowashors, with lime, brushes, and 
other requisites. 

It is apprehended that a want of cordiality exists between mem- 
bers of the Sanitary Committee and the Board of Guardians, which 
has interrupted, in a degree, the cllicieut application of such measures 
as ought, before now, to have been in a state of active operation for 
tho abatement of nuisances, and the purification of the premises of 
the poor. And it is hoped that some conclusive and satisfactory 
arrangement may be arrived at on Saturday's meeting of the Board, 
when I propose being present, in accordance with the Commissioners’ 
instruction. 

The Cholera Order was folly considered by tho Committee, and 
resolutions taken — 

That the District Dispensary be opon daily from ten till twelve 
o’clock. 

That one hundred copies of the “ Public Notice” be obtained, and 
posted throughout tho Macroom Dispensary District. 

That coffins he provided for such poor persons as may he unable 
to have them obtained, aud who may dio' of Cholera or Diarrluna, 
on the order of the Medical Officer or Believing Officer — to he fur- 
nished by the Union Contractor. The remains of all persons furnished 
with coffins to be interred in the Union burying ground. 

In reference to tho cases of Cholora which have occurred here, the 
following appear to he the facts : — 

Jeremiah Leary, aged twenty-throe years, a patient for some affec- 
tion of the eyes during the previous six weeks in the North Infir- 
mary, at Cork, left that institution on the afternoon of the Ttliinst, 
and arrived the same evening, by car, at Macroom ; when, in con- 
sequence of great debility he was carried to his father’s house, im- 
mediately outside the town ; was ill with thirst and great feeling 
of exhaustion before leaving hospital. He continued to decline 
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from the time of his return, and oil the 11th well-marked symptoms 
of Cholera were developed. He died on the 13tli. 

James Leary, aged eighteen years, brother of Jeremiah, lived in 
his father’s house, and attended on him (Jeremiah) from the time 
of his return till he (James) was attacked ; complained of not being 
well on the night of the 11th, and was attacked with vomiting and 
purging about two o’clock, a.m., on the 12th, and was seen by the 
Medical Officer about eight o’clock, a.h. His case was one of Asiatic 
Cholera, which persevered with increasing intensity till the morning 
of the 1 3 tli, when he died — a couple of hours only intervening 
between the demise of the brothers. 

There lived in the house, on the night of Jeremiah’s return from 
Cork, and during his illness, John Leary and wife (the father and 
mother), three daughters, James (the deceased), a grandchild and 
son-in-law — in all eight persons. James, deceased, was the only 
person who was attacked with Cholera up to this day. 

I have examined the premises ; they are situate on the top of a 
hill on the Sleveen-road, detached from the neighbouring cottages, 
outside the town of Macroom, and appeared to have been kept in 
very cleanly order. 

Immediately on James being attacked, the father recognised the 
disease as Cholera, and withdrew, together with the other members 
of the family from the house, and still resides in other premises. A 
nursetender was provided, and every cave seems to have been 
bestowed on the deceased during liis illness. 

The other case reported by Dr. M'Sweeny as non-malignant Cho- 
lera occurred in a most filthy and wretched house in Temperance- 
lane — Tom Conway, aged six years, a sweep’s son. I have been at 
the premises, the interior of which was the most revolting, from 
human nuisance, I ever beheld. The child was attacked on the 10th 
inst., and is now quite well. His attack was attributed, with reason, 
to a quantity of rotten parsnips which the child found and eat. His 
father was not at work outside the town of Macroom for some days 
previously, nor does it appear that the child or family had any con- 
nexion with either a locality or individual affected with Cholera. 

The Committee, at their meeting on this day, resolved to hold 
weekly meetings on Fridays henceforward. 

I was requested by the Committee to inspect several places 
tendered for the Guardians’ acceptance, to he used for Cholera pur- 
poses. All those suggested at yesterday’s meeting were seen by 
me this day; but as they appeared rather objectionable in some 
instances, other plans were named, and I am to examine ail, pre- 
vious to the Guardians’ meeting on Saturday. 

One hundred copies of Form A were ordered to-day, and it was 
considered advisable to defer posting the “ Public Notices,” as no 
case of Cholera had appeared since the 13th inst.; the Committee, 
however, agreeing to have those notices circulated by affixing 
copies to all the places of public resort, immediately on the 
occnrrenee of a fresh case of the disease. 

I have the honour to be. Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

William J. Geaby, Medical Inspector. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 
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Mallow Uniox. 

]STo. 207— Report from Dr. Geary, Medical Inspector. 

„ Kantur/c, March 2S, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 1 



over the different departments of that institution, and exSdll' 
the particulars connected with the development of the cases of Cho. 
lera, have the honour to state, that, so far as I coulrl observe muck 
attention appears to havo been paid to the cleanliness and comfortof 
the various classes of the inmates ; the several wards, passu™ and 
yar, s are in good order, and the walls have been all whitewashed. 

The site of the Vt orkhouse is very favourable for sewerage, and 
the system of tubular drainage, which is completed at the female 
side, will when finally carried out at the male side, secure to the 
inmates those advantages which are so obviously calculated to insure 
an immunity from epidemic disease. There is one point to which I 
would refer, and which appears to claim attention. In the girls’ 
school-room yard there is a privy, which empties itself into an open 
moderate sized cesspool, immediately outside the south-western 
boundary wall ; the odour given out from this part was very offen- 
si\e, and must bo still more injurious when the warm weather sets 
m ; and as the wind blows from that quarter for three-fourths of the 
y ear > , e resu ^ of such an arrangement as that at present in exist- 
eiice, is calculated to vitiate the air of the school- room, which is in 
the vicinity. There is also, a privy connected with a large covered 
cesspool in the nmlo side infirmary yard ; the cesspool is closely 
covered over, hut it is deserving of consideration, whether arrange- 
ments could not bo effected by which the soil of this privy, as well 
as that in the girls school- room yard, might not be so connected with 
the general drainage of the Workhouse as to secure to both the 
incomparable advantage of being flushed out with water, as I found 
other .privies at both sides of the house to enjoy. This great advan- 
tage is obtained by the aid of a force-pump, which throws water 
into two large reservoirs, commanding tho other privies. 

Di. Barry, tho Medical Officer of the Workhouse, and the Master 
accompanied me over the house, and pointed out the particular 
course of the drainage, ami so far as I can form an opinion, there 
can be little difficulty in effecting the additional benefit referred to. 

Ihe health, of the inmates of tho house is stated to be very 
good, generally,. and the appearance of the several classes confirms 
the representation. Diarrhoea has not been more than usually 
observed. The cases of Cholera which occurred do not seem to 
have been ushered in by any noticeable premonitory symptoms. 

Catherine ^ cl,an i a g°d twenty-four years, was admitted to tit 
V orkhouse on the 2Gth of August, 1 8o3 ; had been a woman of loose 
character, and brought her infant child with her, of whom she 
■^as in charge, in the nursery. She complained of some Diarrhea, 
urrag the night of the 20th, and on the morning of the 21st, went 
as usual to the sitting-room ; was attacked with purging ml 
vonutmg about half-past ten o’clock, a.m., when on the case beiaj 
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reported to the Medical Officer, lie had her removed to the sheds 
previously set apart for the reception of Cholera patients. 

Mary Brien, aged thirty years, admitted to the Workhouse on the 
2(jth August, 1803 ; had been a woman of loose character, and 
brought her infant child with her, in charge of whom she was 
placed in the nursery. Was seized with purging and vomiting 
about five o’clock, r.M., after her dinner on the 22nd : was imme- 
diately removed to the Cholera sheds by the Master, and seen by 
the Medical Officer at six o’clock, p.m., about one hour after the 
attack. Since that date, a girl, named Nancy Power, aged twenty- 
four years, was attacked with symptoms simulating Cholera, and 
was removed, as a matter of precaution, to the Cholera sheds. 

All three are uow fast improving, the two former being up ; and 
no case has since that date appeared. 

The Medical Officer mentions that he has uot found it necessary 
to suggest any alteration in the dietary of any class as yet. 

Tho°sheds set apart for the Cholera cases which may occur in the 
Workhouse, are those used on the occasion of the former fever epi- 
demic. They are spacious and well ventilated, and form a long 
range. The portion hitherto selected, and in which I found the 
present cases, was that in immediate connexion with the capstan- 
mill house. 1 suggested that the more remote divisions be selheted 
and fitted up for that purpose, as securing less intercourse with the 
inmates, whose location or duties might require their presence in 
that locality, in which view the Medical Officer concurred, and 
arrangements have been accordingly made to that effect. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient- servant, 
William J. Geary, h.d., Medical Inspector. 

To the Foor Law Commissioners. 



Magherafelt Union. 

No. 208.— Report from Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

Itandalstown, July 27, 1854. 
Sib, 

I have the honour to report, for the information of the Com- 
missioners for administering the Laws for the Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland, that in accordance with their instructions, I again visited 
the Magh era Dispensary District yesterday, with reference to the 
appearance of Cholera in that District, and to its existing sanitary 
condition. On personally communicating with the Medical Officer, 
I see no reason to doubt that the three cases detailed by him in his 
letter to the Commissioners of the 19th instant, were sporadic cases 
of Cholera of the malignant type, as there was no reason to suspect, 
in any instance, the administration of poison. . The symptoms were 
vomiting, blueness, cramps, collapse, and purging (this last symptom 
being absent in one of the cases), followed by death within a few 
hours. None of the patients were in poor circumstances, intem- 
perate, or ill fed ; and their houses were comfortable and cleanly, at 
least as much so as is customary with persons in the same rank in life. 

Two of the cases, it will he seen, occurred about a year ago, 
within a few days of each other, but there was no communication 
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between tlie parties, according to Dr. Barr’s statement wi- 
m tlie town of Haghera, and tbo other in the country'’ ' d “ S 
The third case occurred on Monday, the 8th ('dated in Tin n > 
letter, by mistake, the Oth) of May hist, neari / tL 
also without any traceable communication with any infected nereon’ 
or place ; and since then, there has not been, nor is there up toth! 
period of my writing, any ascertained case of Cholera in thisDkr * 
Jvo second person was attacked by it in any of the three familS 
above mentioned, in which the disease appeared. 

There is no case of Diarrhoea in the District at present. 

1 he cases mentioned in my report of inspection, of the 8th instant 
are the samo as those detailed in Dr. Barr’s letter, of the 19th instant’ 
On reference to that report, I find that the number of cases is stated 
as three or four, as then related to me by Dr. Barr, but ho nows™ 
on duo consideration, that there wore exactly three eases, as detailed 
by him, m ins letter to the Commissioners, .already adverted to. 
He further explains the discrepancy between bis statement, on tlie 
6th ot July that, “the cases had all occurred within six months," 
ancL the dates given in his letter of the 19th instant,. before referred 
to, by saying, that the former information was merely given from 
memory, as be kept no record of the cases ; but that he had subse- 
quently ascertained the correct dates, by inquiries addressed to the 
families of the patients. 

I have the honour further to report, that I visited, with reference 
to the existence of nuisances injurious to health, various parts of the 
District, and accompanied tlie Medical Attendant over the town of 
Maghera. 

lie reports now, as at my inspection on the 8th instant, that the 
hstrict, generally, is in a satisfactory state as regards nuisances,' and 
after personal examination, I see no grounds for questioning the 
correctness of his report in this respect. 

Attention appears to have been paid to the subject, and the town 
was thoroughly cleansed some time ago. ' Some re -accumulations 
(but not to any considerable extent) of manure, in an offensive state, 
had occurred in a few instances, to which I drew the attention of the 
Medical Officer and the inhabitants, and the latter expressed the 
intention of having them removed forthwith. The streets in front 
of tlie houses are in a satisfactory state. 

I also drew the attention of the Medical Officer to the necessity 
of reporting, without delay, to tho Commissioners, should any case of 
Cholera again occur in his District. 

I have the honour to remain, Sir, your most obedient servant 

, Alexander Knox, Medical Inspector, 

If. Stanley, Tscp, Secretary. 

Mitchelstown Union. 

Mo. 209. — Letter from Dr. Bury, Medical Officer of 
Galbally Dispensary District. 

n Thursday. April 20, 1851. 

Gentlemen, 

ni> ^ senc ^ y ou ^e undermentioned particulars of a case of 
Cholera which has occurred in this District ; — 
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Baker, aged twenty-seven, married, of Galbally, was taken ill 

about one o’clock, a,m., on Tuesday, the 18tli instant, with vomiting, 
Tiarrhcea, and'pnin in tlie stomach ; was not ill previously, but felt 
a disinclination to eat her supper the previous evening. These 
symptoms continued up to three o’clock, A.k, when the pain in the 
stomach became very severe, and was accompanied with cramps in 
the levs and hips. I was sent for about four o’clock, a.m. ; she was 
then very low, the surface of the body cold, and pulse very weak. 
1 had a sinapism applied to the stomach, hot flannel to the chest, 
and jars of hot water to the feet — to have the following draught 
every half hour : carbonate of soda, one drachm ; muriate of soda, 
half a drachm; chlorate of potass, ten grains; with two or three large 
spoonsful of a stimulating mixture, composed of camphor mixture, 
and aromat. spt. amnion, between each draught. I had to discon- 
tinue this, as she refused to take it after a short time, and to substi- 
tute brandy and water, which she seemed to like very much. 

Six o’clock, a.m. — Much weaker, pulse not perceptible, the tongue 
cold, and voice husky. The vomiting still continues ; the bowels 
not moved so often. To continue the draughts, &c.. and to get 
an injection, composed of three drachms of muriate of soda, three 
drachms of carbonate of soda, and half a drachm of chlorate of 
potass, dissolved in a pint of hot water; to have whey, and chicken- 
broth, well seasoned with salt, ad libitum. She remained in much 
the same state until about nine o’clock, a.m., when I perceived a 
slight improvement. About two o’clock, p.m., the vomiting. Diarrhoea, 
£c., had ceased. She remained free from any disagreeable 
symptom during the day, and slept, at intervals, daring the night. 
I discontinued the injections, and gave the draught but three times 
during the remainder of the day and night ; siie got a spoonful of 
the brandy and water, occasionally, during the night. About nine 
o’clock, a. ii., yesterday, her stomach became sick two or three times. 
I gave a Seid'litz powder twice during the day, which seemed to stop) 
the irritability of stomach. She continued the chicken-broth during 
the day and night, and took some arrowroot twice. She has 
mended gradually up to the present (five o’clock, p.m.), and I con- 
sider her now out of danger. 

I remain, Gentlemen, your very obedient servant, 

John G. Bear, 2Iedical Officer. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 

No. 210. — Report from Dr. Purcell, Medical Inspector. 

Cork, J lay 10, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 22nd ultimo, No. 13,603, ’54, forwarding to me a. communication 
from the Medical Officer of the Galbally Dispensary District, in the 
Mitchelstown Union, reporting a case of Cholera, which he states to 
have occurred in his District, on Tuesday morning, the 18th ultimo, 
and requesting me to inquire into the circumstances of the case, and 
report thereon to you. 

In reply I haye to inform yon, that I visited the District yester- 
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<lay, the 9th instant, am! saw Bridget Baker, the person reported® 
having keen ill with Cholera. She is about thirty years of a» e of 
temperate habits, sickly looking, and apparently suffering “from 
organic cerebral disease. ° 



She stated to mo, that sometime before last Easter, she and her 
husband bad a misunderstanding, in consequence of which she left 
his house, and went to her brother’s, who resides at Emly, anil while 
there she heard of two persons in the neighbourhood dyiim oi 
Cholera. Those persons resided near Knoekhing, in the Union ot 
Kilmallock, and within about a mile, or a mile and a-half of her 
brother’s bouse. She returned to her own house on the Thursday 
before Easter, the 13th ultimo, on which day, one of the parties who 
had died of Cholera was buried in the church-yard of Enilv, hut 
she did not attend the funeral or the wake, neither did her brother, 
nor any person from his house, to her knowledge. 

On Monday, the 17th ultimo, she ato some stirabout for supper; 
shortly after she felt herself unusually unwell, and in the beginning 
of the night was seined with vomiting and purging, pain iu her 
stomach and bowels, and cramps in her legs. She continued ill, 
getting worse, tor two or throe hours, before she informed her 
husband of her condition. Dr. Bury was then sent for ; lie promptly 
attended, gavo her medicines, die., and she felt recovered from the 
attack the following evening, the 18th ultimo. 

I could not obtain any further information in reference to this 
case, beyond what is given in tho Medical Officer’s communication 
to yon, which I herewith return. 



( There has been no case of Cholera in the neighbourhood since. 
Sanitary measures arc fully carried out, and the District appears to 
he clean and healthy. 



I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
John F. Punaer-L, Medical Inspector. 
To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



Newtownards Union. 

No. 211, Letter from Dr. Whitlaw, Medical Officer of 
Newtownards Dispensary District. 

n Newtownards. August 24, 1S54. 

Gentlemen, 9 

Pursuant to tho order contained in your Circular, 3rd January 
instant, I write to inform you, wo have had six cases of Asiatic 
Onolera hero since the 21st instant, four of which, I am soriy to 
say, hav o proved fatal ; one recovered, and one remains still under 
treatment. Two of the. cases, dead, were adults under thirty years 
ot age ; and their two children, respectively aged three years, and 
eighteen months. Diarrhoea, likewise, is unusually prevalent at pre- 
sent, eleven cases being entered up to the present date. The Cholera 
eases broke out in the lowest and most filthy part of the torn ; and 
as ai as I can learn, none of the parties had been from home, nor 
dke 6 ass0c * a ''‘ ll o in any locality that was affected with the 
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The treatment pursued in the four cases which terminated fatally, 
was entirely whiskey and cayenne pepper, taken from the enclosed 
circular, of" which 1 have taken the liberty of sending you a copy. 
-Ill the warerooms in Newtownards are furnished with similar ones. 
I am, &c., <fec., your obedient servant, 

H. E. 'W'hitlaw, Medical Officer. 

To the Poor Lam Commissioners. 



No. 212.— Report from Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

The Mate, Lisburn, October 22, 1851. 

Having heard that Cholera had again appeared in the town of 
Newtownards, I visited the Dispensary yesterday, and ascertained 
that the Medical Officer had reported to you on the subject. 

Five cases had occurred, all in the same street, and the same part 
of it ; three of them having proved fatal, one having been sent to 
hospital, and one being convalescent. The person first attacked 
was in the habit of going to Belfast, but it could notbe ascertained 
whether he had been in any house infected with the epidemic. The 
persons subsequently attacked with the disease had not any com- 
munication with the first who suffered. No case had occurred since 
the dav preceding my visit, up to the period of my leaving New- 
townards. The house in which the first case occurred was above 
the average for cleanliness. , , 

The deceased were buried with all convenient speed, and their 
residences purified with disinfectants, and whitewashed. 

I visited different parts of the town, and found that various 
nuisances, pointed out in my former report, had been removed. 
The worst of them, however, viz., day-holes, in East-street, still 
remain unabated ; and I observed a foul open drain m Mary -street- 
lane. The water tables, in different parts of the town are dilapi- 
dated, and form depositories for stagnant water and filth of various 
descriptions. 

I remain, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Alexander Knox, Medical Inspector. 

W. Stanley, Esq., Secretary. 



No. 213.— Redout from Dr. Knox, Medical Inspector. 

Belfast, December 2G, 1854. 



Sir. 



I have the honour to report, for the information of the Com- 
mission era for administering the Laws for the Relief of the oot m 
Ireland, that I visited the Comber Dispensary District on the 2drd 
inst., to make inquiry, in accordance with their instructions, regard- 
ing its sanitary state, and the appearance of Cholera therein. 

Up to the period of my visit, eight persons had fallen victims to 
the disease in question, which had attacker! them in a very nia i a 
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uant form; tho last (leatli haying occurred on the 21st Inst in « 
person of Jane M'Chesiray, who was the first to be attacked Z J 
ifith inst., and who died m the stage of consecutive fever 
No erne had occurred subsequently to the Silth inst. : and at the 

disease.* 11 ^ V ’ ^ froe from <“7 case of lb 



No probable communication with any infected 
could bo traced in the first instance, and it would 
certain that no such communication took place. 

The cases occurred thus : 



person or place 
appear pretty 



In ^Family No. 1, 

,, No. 2, 

,, No. 0, 

,, No. 4 , 



2 cases. 
1 case. 

1 case. 
4 cases. 



8 cases in all. 

. ^ lie f atal casea la No. 1 "'ore, father and daughter, and three sur- 
Vi vmg inmates remain unaffected in the same residence. 

In No. J there was no traceable communication with any infected 
source ; and six other occupants of the samo house remain free from 
the disease. 

In the third ease (No. 3), the man who died had been in New- 
townards, but it could not be ascertained that he had been in any house 
where Cholera prevailed. His wife had subsequently an attack of 
JJiarrhma, and a third individual in the family remains free from 
disease. 



In No. 4, , tho person first attacked lived within a few doom of 
the house of Kano (No. 3), and she was in Kano’s house at the wake, 
and probably during his illness ; hut 1 could not ascertain certainly 
whether^ the other three persons who died (in No. 4) had been 
m Kanos house. Of three remaining inmates in No. 4, one lad 
vomiting and cramps, but ho is convalescent, and two more remain 
tree from disease. 



The houses, however, are all in the same street (the Cow-vennel), 
and three of them in the same immediate vicinity; and they are all 
described as having been filthy and ill ventilated, except Kane’s. 

. 1 , e was one case of Diarrhma on tho 20th iust., hut no other 
since the Oth iust. 



The bodies were interred by subscription, the parties beiM all in 
very poor circumstances. 1 0 

I subsequently .visited the houses where the disease had last 
oeeuue , and ascertained that they had been partially cleaned out; 

u cesspools were found in an objectionable condition close to the 
rere ol the premises. On bringing the matter before the Committee, 
they directed measures to be taken, without delay, for cleansing, 
limewasmng, and completely purifying, tho premises in question. 

n inquiry, it appeared, that the town, generally', with sons 
excep lous, was in a. satisfactory condition, as regards nuisances 
njunous to the public health, tho Constabulary having been active 
before the Committee, some eases of accumulated filth, 
i; i 131 instances notices had been served on the parties, respec- 
tively, to have their premises cleaned out. 
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I visited various parts of tlie town, accompanied by the Medical 
Officers and the serjeant of the Constabulary, and found that various 
nuisances had been satisfactorily abated, in consequence of the 
measures adopted ; and for the removal of others, to which I drew 
attention, the Committee propose to adopt the most prompt pro- 
ceedings in their power to have the entire District put in a satisfac- 
tory condition. 

The Committee, before my arrival, had procured the services of 
an experienced medical student, to assist Dr. Kennedy, as long as 
the prevalence of the epidemic might render it necessary ; and their 
choice of an assistant appears satisfactory, as he had been engaged 
in the same capacity previously, both in Belfast and Newtownards. 

The Committee and Medical Officer bad received the Cholera 
Order issued for the Comber District, and appeared actively disposed 
to adopt all practicable measures, as promptly as possible, for arrest- 
ing the course of the epidemic. 

I remain, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Alexander Knox, Medical Inspector. 

P.S. — As Comber is about four miles distant from Newtownards, 
where the Workhouse Hospital is, and part of the District double 
that distance, I drew the attention of the Committee to the subject 
of hospital accommodation, with a view to their considering the 
most advisable proceedings, in case the spread of the epidemic should 
render accommodation of that kind necessary. 

A. K. 

W. Stanley, Esq., Secretary. 



Thosiastown Union. 

No. 214 Letter from Dr. 3hadley, Medical Officer of 

Knocktopher Dispensary District. 

Stoneyford, March 4, 1S54. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg to call your attention to a case of Asiatic Cholera which 
occurred in my District on Tuesday last, and terminated fatally on 
the following day. 

The particulars of the case are as follows : — • 

Thomas Price, a baker by trade, residing in the village of Bally- 
hail, aged forty, was attacked, on the morning of Tuesday, with 
purging, vomiting, and cramps, which continued during that. day. 
The following morning I was sent for to see him, and found him in 
the last stave of blue Cholera. There was not a symptom absent in 
his case that characterises Asiatic Cholera in its worst form.. I 
could not trace his case to any indiscretion iu his habits of living, 
or to his having bad communication with any person or locality 
affected with the disease. lie had no premonitory Diarrhcca. His 
wife died, in 1S48, of Cholera. 

I remain, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

T. Beadlki', Medical Officer. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 
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No. 215 .— Repout from Dr. Purcell, Medical Inspector. 

Garrich-on-Suir, March 11 , IS 54 

Gentlemen, 

I have the. honour to acknowledge tho receipt of your letter of 
the 7th instant, No. 7,154, 1854, together with a communication 
from the Medical Officer of the ICnocktopher Dispensary District in 
Thomastown Union, reporting a case of Asiatic Cholera in hia Dis- 
trict, and directing mo to make inquiry, and to report specially on 
the circumstances of it, and also as to tho sanitary state of the District 
In reply, 1 have to inform you, that I visited that District this 
day, and made tho necessary inquiry; and, from tho information 
given to me by the wife of the deceased man, and his employer I 
have no hesitation in concurring with Dr. Bradley, that k vass 
genuine case of Asiatic Cholera. 



The deceased was a journeyman baker, and resided and worked 
in the house of Mr. Murphy, his employer, in the village of Ballyhale. 
On the 27th ultimo, ho cat a hearty dinner of beef, and his tea in the 
evening, and wont to hod, in apparen tly good health. At two o'clock 
on the morning of Tuesday, the 28th, lie was suddenly seized with 
purging, vomiting, and cramps. His wife, who resided at a short 
distance, was sent for; she came immediately, and, I believe, made 
but little exertion to assist him, beyond giving him burned whiskey 
and water to quench his thirst. Ilis employer, believing there™ 
something serious tho matter with him, sent him to his own house, 
where his wife kept him until the morning of Wednesday, the 1st 
instant, without making any effort to procure medical aid; she then 
applied to Dr. Bradley, who was promptly in attendance, and found 
the man in a dying state on entering the house. Dr. Bradley did ill 
he could lor him, but it was useless, as I 10 died immediately after. 

The deceased was temperate for the last six months; but previous 
to that was a drunkard. There did not appear to he any previous 
Diarrhoea or premonitory symptom of any kind. 

Tho wife and children of the deceased man continue to reside in 
tho houso where lie died, and to sleep in tho same lied and bed- 
clothes. This house, and many others in tho village of Ballyiiale, 
require limowasliing. Sanitary arrangements appear to be totally 
neglected in this village. There are a great number of open cess- 
pools that require to be filled up, tho sewerage very bad, and the 
water used for culinary purposes very impure. I may add, that this 
village suffered from Asiatic Cholera in tho years 1848 and 1849. 

I pointed out to Dr. Bradley, Mr. Murphy, tho deceased’s em- 
ployer, and also to the Constabulary, the danger of permitting the 
family to remain in the house; and also the neglected sanitary state 
of the village. 

I respectfully suggest, that tho attention of the Sanitary Com- 
mittee be called to the foregoing facts, and 



I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your very obedient servant, 
John F. Purcell, Medical Inspector. 



The Poor Law Commissioners. 
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Tipperary Union. 

jSTo- 216. — Report from Dr. Purcell, Medical Inspector. 

Cqrrick-on-Suir, February 15, 1854. 

GENTLEMEN, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 8th instant, Hoi 4,212, 1854, accompanied liy a communication 
from Dr. Thomas Ryan, Medical Officer of the Emly Dispensary 
District, in Tipperary Union, relative to a case of Cholera which 
occurred in the Grean District, and requesting me to report spe- 
cially on it. 

On visiting the District, I learned that Michael Dwyer, a com- 
fortable fanner, about fifty years of age, married, having a family, 
who resided in the towuland of Garrydoolas, in the Grean Dispensary 
District, Teniplebredon Electoral Division of Tipperary Union; of 
extremely temperate habits and good constitution; had no previous 
Diarrhoea, or access to any person suffering from Cholera or other 
epidemic disease. On the 1st instant, at about eight o’clock, p.jr,, 
after his return from the fair of Kilteely, a distance of about four 
miles from his residence, where lie had been ail day selling pigs, 
complained of cold and shivering; after sitting over a fire for some 
time, bathed his feet, took a drink of warm milk, went to bed, was 
seized with purging and vomiting ; soon after lie complained of 
crimps in his legs and arms, and of great thirst. He continued to 
.suffer ail that night; and early on the following morning lie sent for 
liis Medical Attendant, Dr. John Ryan, of Tipperary, who states that 
lie found him nearly pulseless, surface of his body cold, and his 
extremities blue, passing white discharges from his bowels, and 
advancing rapidly into the collapse stage of Asiatic Cholera. 

His treatment consisted in the application of heat, turpentine 
frictions, astringent eneiuata, calomel, and camphor, with minute 
.doses of opium, and occasional stimulants of brandy ami water. 

The day after Dr. Ryan had seen him the purging ceased, and no 
application was made to him to pay a second visit until Sunday the 
mil instant, when lie found him moribund, and lie died on that day. 

During his illness, and after his death, his family and neighbours 
remained about him, although cautioned by Dr. llyan and the Rev. 
Mr. Collier of the nature and danger of the disease. Ko other case 
occurred since. 

The house the deceased lived in is in a very low, damp, and dirty 
situation; the room in which he died, very small, ill ventilated, 
nearly filled with potatoes, and without a fire-place. 

The sanitary arrangements of the Grean and Emly Dispensary 
Districts, in this Union, are not, in my opinion, sufficiently attended 
to by the respective Sanitary Committees. 

I have the honour to he, Gentlemen, your very obedient servant, 
John F. Fukceli,, Medical Inspector, 

The Poor Law Commissioners. 



IT 
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No. 2 IT.— Report from Dr. Purcell, Medical Inspector. 

Femoy, March 29, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 22ml inst.,' No. 9,445, 1854, together with a communication 
from Dr. Morressy, Medical Officer of the Tipperary Dispensary, 
in the Tipperary Union, relative to two eases of Cholera which 
occurred in that District. 

In compliance with your instructions, I proceeded to Tipperary, 
to make the necessary inquiries, and beg to submit the following 
observations for your information : — 

Mary English, a low lodging-house keeper, in previous goad 
health, but addicted to drink, bad no premonitory Diarrhoea, was 
seized on Sunday night, the 19th inst., with purging, vomiting, and 
cramps. On Dr. Morressy seeing her at about ten o’clock the nest 
morning, lie found her in a state approaching to collapse, and 
suffering from all the symptoms characteristic of the last stage of 
malignant Cholera. She died early on the morning of the 21st. 

Her only child, Margaret English, about six. years of age, got ill 
of Cholera on the 21st, the day her mother died. The symptoms in 
her ease were equally malignant, and she died on Thursday, the 
23rd. She was promptly attended by Dr. Morressy, as no ticket 
was sought for in either case. 

The house occupied by the deceased woman is a small ill ven- 
tilated one, was overcrowded with lodgers, some of whom, I was 
informed, are of had character. Nuisances and filth of all kinds 
abound at the rero of i t. 

Another case of Cholera occurred yesterday morning, hut not in 
the same locality. A labouring man, named Connor Hayes, about 
thirty-tlirue years of age, of good constitution and temperate habits, 
had Diarrhoea all day on Monday the 27 th ; hilt not suffering pain, 
he continued to work at field labour, and Tuesday morning (yester- 
day), he was, while in tins net of dressing himself, seized with 
violent vomiting, cramps, and very frequent watery discharges from 
his bowels. This man was immediately attended to by Dr. Morressy, 
and I visited him twice myself in the course of the day, and when 
I last saw him ho was sinking fast into the stage of collapse. There 
are also some few cases of Diarrhoea in the town. I, therefore, 
respectfully suggest to the Commissioners the propriety of placing 
this District under a Cholera Order. 

I have the honour to lie, Gentlemen, your very obedient servant, 
John I\ Purcell, Medical Inspector. 



Tuam Union. 

No. 218. — Letter from Dr. French, Medical Officer of 
Abbey Dispensary District. 

Monivea, April 20, ISM. 

Sir, 

I beg now to state, for the information of the Poor Law Com- 
missioners, that a man residing in this town, of the name of ra“. T - 
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No. HI.] 

a labourer, was taken ill at his work, on Tuesday, the 18th, with a 
pain in his stomach, which he was subject to, and generally kept a 
small bottle of laudanum and peppermint to take on its recurrence. 
Tills day, finding himself not relieved by the ordinary dose, he took 
the entire draught, being about one drachm of laudanum mixed 
with peppermint ; immediately after this, the stomach began to 
eject its contents, followed by incessant vomiting and purging, from 
twelve o’clock to four. When I saw him, his room was literally 
flooded with whey-coloured fluid, ejected from the stomach, bowels 
purged nine or ten times, voice altered to that peculiar to Cholera, 
features sunk, and cramps in his lower extremities, pulse scarcely 
perceptible, great prostration of strength. I applied a mustard 
poultice, gave four grains of calomel and one of opium every fourth 
hour, and stimulants to the body. On Wednesday his symptoms 
began to amend, and reaction took place. The case is likely to end 
favourably. I forgot to mention there was suppression of urine. 

I mention the symptoms of the case, as the District is quite free 
from any appearance of the epidemic. The person affected had 
no communication whatever with the places where it appeared. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Digby French, Medical Officer. 

Tullamore Union. 

No. 219. — Report from Dr. Hill, Medical Inspector. 

22 , Ely-place, Dublin, October 3, 1854. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 
31, DOG — ’54, of the 25th ult., enclosing a communication from the 
Medical Officer of the Tullamore Dispensary District, in Tuliamore 
l nion, in which he reports’ the occurrence of a case of Cholera in 
that District, and have to inform you, that, pursuant to your instruc- 
tions, I this day made inquiry into the circumstances of the case, 
and also as to the sanitary condition of the District. 

The patient referred to was a woman named Ellen Malone, forty- 
five years of age, who had been for some time past in a delicate 
state of health, and in great poverty, and who lived in a dilapidated 
cottage in Chapel-lane, Tullamore. 

On the 20th ult., at eight o’clock, p.m., Dr. Ridley, the Medical 
Officer, was requested to visit her, without a ticket, and having 
ascertained that she was affected with purging and vomiting, he 
immediately complied, and found her labouring under the character- 
istic symptoms of malignant Cholera.. The vomiting and purging 
were violent, and the evacuations of rice-water appearance. She 
was suffering severely from cramps, the secretion of urine was sup- 
pressed, the tongue and surface of the body perfectly cold, the 
features shrunken, but unchanged in colour, the pulse scarcely per- 
ceptible, and the depression of the vital powers extreme. Stimulants, 
both internal and external, were immediately administered, followed 
by pills, composed of acetate of lead and opium. 

On the next day, the 21st, the pulse had improved in strength, the 
vomiting and purging had ceased, the temperature of the body was 
more natural, and hopes of her recovery were entertained. 

n 2 
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On tli o following day, however, the 22ml, the vomiting recurred 
tlie pulse became weaker, the state of collapse more complete aoi 
slie died on the next day, the 23rd tilt., at eleven o’clock a.x.’ 

It does not appear that tlio patient or her friends had been in 
communication with any person or locality aifected with Cholera 
hut it was stated, that during several days previously to the attack 
she had been suffering from Diarrhoea, for which she had made no 
application for medical relief. 

.No case of a similar nature has since occurred in the District' 
and the Medical Officer reports that the number of cases of Diarrlna’ 
at present under his treatment, is unusually small. 

With reference to the general sanitary condition of the District, 
I was informed, that the Guardians and Sanitary Committee kvt 
been, and still are, actively engaged in carrying into effect the pro- 
visions of the Nuisances Removal and Diseases Prevention Acts 
throughout the District. The latter body have appointed an inspec- 
tor of nuisances for tho town of Tullamoro, at a salary of five 
shillings a week ; and from my own observation, during an inspec- 
tion of the streets and lanes of the town, it appears thatho discharges 
his duties efficiently. 

. I have tho honour to he, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Joiik Hill, Medical Inspector. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 

Waterford Union. ■ 

No. 220- — Letter from Dr. Mackesy, Honorary Secretary of 
the Waterford Dispensary Committee. 

47, Lady’s-lane, Waterford, April 9, lSul. 
My dbae Doctor M ‘Donnell, 

I regret to report to you, that .Tames Cunningham, aged thirty- 
two, a pig-driver, of very intemperate habits, was attacked at two 
o’clock, A. it., with symptoms of malignant Cholera. 

I enclose the letter 1 received from Dr. Cavet, and also the 
of a letter I addressed to the Right Rev. Dr. Foran, the Romm 
Catholic Bishop of Waterford, on tlie receipt of Dr. Cavet’s letter. 

I visited tho man with Dr. Cavet; he is too weak to he removed; 
hut reaction at my last visit (a quarter past three o’clock) was settint 
in ; the result is doubtful, and 1 hope it is only a solitary case ft* 
intemperance. 

Dr. Hunt, the Dispensary Surgeon of tho District, has ken 
informed of the ease, also the Relieving Officer, &&■;': we shall f 
move him to tho Cholera Ward of the Fever Hospital when reactn* 
is established. 

I am yours most faithfully, 

Dr. M‘Donnell, M.D. Tho. 1. JfutW 

Enclosure 1 in No. 220. 

Sunday, 9 o’clock, 

My dear Mackesy, , 

I have just seen a well-marked case of Cholera in a man oft * 
name of Cunningham, living in the Potato-market. He has , 
vomiting, purging, and cramps, extending to the fingers and wn, 
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whispering voice, livid surface, pulse nearly gone, no urine for some 
hours. 

I Lave taken charge of the case, hut if it is not soon better shall 
make it over to the Dispensary, the man being very poor. 

• Yours very faithfully, 

Dr. Miicfcesi/. James Cavet. 

Error, ostoe 2 in No. 220. 

47, Lady s-lane, April 9, 1854, 
Sunday morning, 11 o’clock. 

My deab Lord, 

I trust you will pardon the freedom I use, as a professional man, 
in addressing your Lordship on the following subject : 

.Tames Cunningham, aged thirty-two years, a pig-driver, of intem- 
perate habits, residing at 17, John-street, was attacked with symp- 
toms of malignant Cholera at two o’clock this morning; he has been 
visited by Dr. Cavet. 

Under such circumstances I beg leave, with the greatest respect, 
to suggest to your Lordship the sanitary advantages of relaxing, to 
as great an extent as may in your Lordsliip’s discretion be consistent, 
the fasting and abstinence required by the Roman Catholic Church 
at the present season. The salt fish used by the operatives, &c., 
particularly if followed by the abuse of ardent spirits, occasions 
derangement of the digestive functions to a serious extent, and long 
fasting renders the system more subject to contract disease. 

The neeessitv of temperance should lie strongly enforced on all 
classes. 

I hope this may prove a solitary case, hut precautions are neces- 
sary, and should be attended to. 

I have the honour to bo your Lordship’s most obedient servant, 
Tiro. L. Mackesv, ji.d. 

Honorary Secretary to the Waterford Dispensary Committee. 

Sight Dec. Dr. Foran, Homan Catholic Bishop of Waterford. 



No. 221. — Report from Dr. Purcell, Medical Inspector. 

Carrick-on-Suir, April 24, 1S54. 

Gextuemex, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the lltli inst., No. 12,1G5, 1S.54, accompanied by papers (which are 
herewith returned) from Dr. Mackesv, relative to a rase of Cholera 
which occurred in Waterford, requiring me to inquire and report 
thereon ; and also as to the sanitary state of the city, and as to the 
degree in which the provisions of the Nuisances Removal and Dis- 
eases Prevention Acts are carried into effect in the District. 

Ill reply I have to inform you that James Cunningham, aged 
about thirty-two years, a pig-driver by trade, who had been drinking 
j"f six weeks previous to being attacked with Cholera on the 9th 
instant ; immediately after the attack, was promptly attended hv 
Doctors Cavet and Mackesv, who continued their attendance from 
motives of charity, and the ease very shortly yielded to their jndi- 
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oioua treatment, and the man was qnite well on Saturday W 
at his business when I went to make inquiry for him 7 ’ d 

From the information derived from those medical r 

fully of opinion that it was a ease of Asiatic Oholem 6 nI ® 

inm9 h0US6 ^ lUa " 1,eSidCS “ i8 whore Oholel ' a tot broke out 

The sanitary state of the city is tolerably good but und n „h f »,li 
a good deal is required to be yet done ; arullie sSrT K fi 
are carrying out the provisions of the Nuisances Removal and Dh 
eases Prevention Acts. Peter-street and the neighbourhood of tk 
kcalitfe? 1110 tieU ' attentl0I b as soni e nuisances still exist in the<e 

I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen, your very obedient servant, 

' 2'o the JPoor Law Commissioners. Fracm. 



Westport Union. 

No. 222.— Report from Dr. D.llon, Medical Inspector. 
Genikemen, Westport, November 20, 1854. 

in compliance with your instructions of the lTtli inst, I pro- 
ceeded hence from Tuam on the 18th inst., and have to submit the 
result of my inquiry into the cases of Cholera reported by the Medial 
U mcer of the .Westjiort Dispensary District. 

I liave visited every case under treatment, and fully concur in 
opinion -with Dr. Burke as to the character of the disease. Of the 
three cases presented to mo, one was found convalescent, another in 
collapse, and the third, an aged man, in consecutive fever, and in 
whom the symptoms, within the last twelve hours, have assumed so 
uniavourable a character as render recovery very doubtful. 

iho case No. 4, admitted into the Workhouse Fever Hospital, and 
which ran its course in about eighteen hours, was described to me 
by the attending nurses as having all the symptoms of Asiatic Cho* 
Ttodo ™ ie i as * er the house, who had witnessed the epidemic 
° mii 8 v mo . he never saw a more marked case. 

i he locality in which the first case appeared is the leading street 
irom Castlebar, called Castlebar-street, hut I have been unable to 
ascertain that any communication took place with persons from 
Castlebar and the case first attacked. 

w s treot called Castlebar-street is tho only one in the town of 
Vestport with defective sewerage ; and so far back as April last, 
w len it was objected to charge the rates for sewerage in this part 
oi the town, a presentment was approved of at the Westport Sessions 
the 6 ' Grand^ Jmy drainage in the town of Westport, hut rejected by 

r Tj ie °C ^ ie ^? lion has informed me that it is the intention 

°. . ie , oarc l G-uardians to complete the sewerage of the town, 
ei through the Town Commissioners, or by other means. 

lhe exertions of the Board of G uardians of the Westport Union 
appear to me to. have been unremitting in maintaining the provi* 
sions oi. the Nuisances Removal and Diseases Prevention Acts, and 
e amtaiy Officer is now engaged in whitewashing the inferior of 
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the houses of tlie poor people, under the immediate superintendence 
of the Medical Officer of the District, who appears to have given 
much attention to the sanitary condition of Westport and its neigh- 

The inmates of the Union Workhouse are reported in excellent 
health, and the District generally equally so. 

The disease, although unequivocal in its character, appears to have 
presented, in most instances, a degree of mildness in its symptoms, 
although nearly as fatal in results as any former visitation ; the 
painful symptom of cramps being either mild, or absent altogether. 

I have the honour to he, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

T. Dillon, h.d., Medical Inspector. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



Enclosure. 

No. 1. Mary Healy, aged eighteen years, a servant, reported to 
have slept in Castlebar-strect the night previous to the attack; 
visited by Dr. Burke on the 4th iust. ; had purging, vomiting, and 
cramps; recovered. . . _ „ , . . 

No. 2. Mary Bowen, aged fifteen years, living m Castlebar-street, 
said to have suffered from purging and vomiting, found by Dr. 
Burke dead on the 10th instant. 

No. 3. Anne Bowen, sister of Mary, aged thirteen years, visited 
hy Dr. Burke on the lOtli inst., and found in collapse after severe 
purging and vomiting; died on the evening of that day. 

No. 4. Sarah Carney', a servant, aged sixteen years, living in 
Castlebar-street, attended mass on Sunday morning, attacked about 
eleven o’clock, a.m., of that day with purging and vomiting; visited 
by Dr. Burke about two o’clock, p.M., and found in collapse. Her 
master being determined to send hep from his house, the attention 
of the Believing Officer was directed to the ease, who had her con- 
veyed to the Fever Hospital of the Union Workhouse at nine o clock, 
p.H. ; died in ten hours after admission. 

No. 5. Richard Gibhins, aged six years, living in Castlebar-street, 
attacked on the 10th inst. with purging, vomiting, and cramps; 
visited by me this day and found convalescent. 

No. 6. Pat. AndersoD, aged twelve years, residing in the Fair- 
green, not far distant from Castlebar-street, in which street is 
situated the National School, and at which lie was a daily attendant, 
attacked on the night of the 16th inst. with purging and vomiting. 
Symptoms appeared to have yielded up to the 19th inst., when the 
purging and vomiting returned with greater violence, and was found 
hy me in collapse, presenting some favourable symptoms. 

No. 7. John Lindsay, aged sixty-five years, by occupation a dis- 
tiller, living in the same house with Fat. Anderson, attacked on the 
17th inst. with purging and vomiting and slight cramps ; said to have 
suffered for some hours from Diarrhoea before he called for medical 
aid; up to the evening of the 19th inst. appeared to progress favour- 
ably ; now in a hopeless state of collapse. 

Dr. Burke informs me of another case that terminated fatally, not 



seen by any medical man, or reported to have been ill. 

Total number of oases, 8 ; total number of deaths, to this date, 4, 

T. P. 
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So. 2 : Financial aud Relief Returns. — List, in. pursuance of § 20 
of the Medical Charities Act (14 & Id Vic. c. 68), of all Dispen- 
?AEY - Districts in the several Unions in Ireland (arranged in 
Provinces and Counties) : — showing the Number of Dispensaries 
in each, and the Expenses of each Dispensary District for^the 
Year ended 29 th September, 1S54; with a Return, — for the Year 
ended 30th September, 1834,— -of the Number of Cases of Medi- 
cal Relief afforded to Patients at the Dispensary and at their 
own Homes, respectively; the Number of Tickets for Medical 
Relief Cancelled by the Committee of Management, under § 9 of 
the Act ; Number of Cases of Vaccination : Number of Danrerous 
Lunatics certified; of Patieuts attended in Bridewells, ifce. 



Note on Table No. 2. 

Columns 1 to 3, o and ti inclusive, uro abstracted from tlio staled Orders of tile 

Commissioners.' .... 

Columns 4, and 7 to IS, inclusive, are abstracted from Returns received lroin the 
Clerks of Unions. 

Columns 14 to 21, inclusive, are abstracted from Returns received troin the Medical 
Officers of Dispensary Districts. 

In a Note uuon Table No. 2, in the First Annual Report, App. B., it was observed 
that the amounts in the columns umler the head of “ Expenditure to ‘-will &ept., loo-/ 
(corresponding with those lmmlicred 7 to 111 in the present Table), showed the amounts 
“ included in the Union Accounts to 29th Sept , 185*3, as actual disbursements up to that 
dale (see paragraph 34 of the First Annual Report),;’— and not expenses which had 
been incurred hut not paid and. brought to area; tut within the year. ..nice that time, 
the new Accounts Order of GtU April, 11153, has been issued, by which a change in this 
reject has been introduced, the object of which is to secure a precise statement ot the 
expenses incurred in each half-year, whether the demands upon the Union for those 
expenses have been settled or remain outstanding at the close ot the half-vear. Under 
this Order, the half-yearly Abstracts of Accounts since the 29th Sept., 18aL, include 
the entire expenses incurred up to the close of each half-yearly period, whether. actually 
paid within the period or not. The Table for the year ended -9th Sept., 18o.», m the 
Second \nuual Rep n t, Ann. B., No. 2, consequently included some expenses meum-d 
for the service of the vear ended 29th Sept., 1852, lmt paid and brought to account after 
the close of that war. The amount of these expenses lor each Union, was shewn in 
column 19 of that table, ami column 20 showed the actual amount of expenses incurred 
for Dispensary purposes under the Medical Charities Act lor the service ot the year 
ended 29th Sept., 1853, in each Union. . , . , . 

The present Table, made out from the accounts kept in. accordance witli the Aeconnts 
Order of iUh April, 1853, shows the initial expenses inairnd for the year ended -Jth 
Sept., 1854; and future tables wiil show, in like manner, the actual expenses or one 
dear rear. , , . n.,. , 

Column 8 : — In various instances in which Kent opes not appear m this 1 able to 
the Dispensary of the District is held in a house wni -li 
• • 1 ' a' court-honse -or other public 




am-e of a Cantata: or Dorter at the Dispensary ; and in some can* for the supply 

U " ColuimisS and 1!) In me instances, where two of tbe new Piafata, In Jitarat 
but adjoining Unions, comprise Electoral Divisions which werestteiiLed o. the Mn->I 
Officer of 111 Dispensary under the late system, the same Medi^ Oftte! waoiv- 
omuiited, on the formation of Districts under the Mittal Chant.es A.ffitob 
Districts, the salary being dotenninod accordmdy ny tlm Guardians of v- 0 rc JP“ 1 !'® 
Unions, in relerenre to tl.e evict of District in each Onion, the part.eu.ars of wln.-h 




altered): for the Ahaseragl. District, in Bail.uastoe Union, an. “ 3,2 

in Monntbellew Union; also for the Virginia Distnet in °Ulcasfll Umon, » 
Cross!, me District, in Bailiel.ovo.mh Union; for the l!»Ilv«mesduff ' D. , in . U U- 



Crofshime D. strict, in Bailiebnvough Union ; «» «« > 1>pi ,_, nn - 

castle Union, and the Termon District, in Baiheboro^ 

District, in Omagh Union, and the Dmmqum District, m Ustlederg l nion , and otuer 
similar cases. 
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o. Kilkcol Union : Kilkoel District — A Midwife authorized for this District by Order of 15lli July, 1952, in addition to tlio Medical Officer. [continued. 

b No wry Union : Warrenpoint District. — A Midwife authorized by Order of 25th Juno, 1852, in addition to the Medical Oilicur. Tko Donaghmoro and Pointzpass District has, 
Binoe the dato of this table, boon formed iuto two Dispensary Districts: soo Table No. 1, p. 2D7. 
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2 Dispensary Districts, with the Expenses, and Amount of Medical Relief afforded, in the several Unions, — continued. 
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i— D ispensary Disteiots, with the Expenses, and Amount of Medical Belief afforded, in the several Unions —continued. 
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Ko. 2 . — Dispensary Districts, with tlie Expenses, and Amount of Medical Relief afforded, in the several Unions, — continued. 
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344 General Summary of Dispensary Tables. ^ j 

■ No - 3 ' — ® ESERAL ,'® DM)IARy of previous Tables, in Provinces ■ • • 

Dispensary Districts formed under § C of tlio Medical 
of Dispensaries, Officers, d c. 2. Financial Stvtpm™ , 

1853, to 29 tit September, 185-1 t-and 3 

Homo, respectively ; tiro Number of Oases in which Tickets’ for iSl 
vaccination performed ; Number of Oases of Dangerous LnnatiZSi , 
year ended 30th September. 1854. J^n 0 orons Lunatics certtfcj 



HEADS OF rAUTICVLARfl 
in foregoing TuMoi. 



Statistics of Unions and Districts 
P opulation of Unions, in Provii kips,— 1ST) 1 «• 

Area uf Unions awl Dispensary Districts, in statute j 
ucres, according Lo (Junsus of ]M0J ,* j 

Poor Law Valuation of Unions, in I’rovinccH,— lift] a 

a umber of Unions ’ ’ 

„ Kluctovul Divisions 

n Dispensary Districts, • . . . ] 

» Dispeusurica orDispimsnvy Stations tlierohi j 

„ Medical Oillem authorized to be no* ) 

pointed for Dispensary Districts, b f 

„ Apothecaries, . , 



M'uhvives, 



] ,710,798 
4,040,319 
£3.082,894 



ExPKNinTciui: in Yeah, 30 th Skfj'kubku, 1854 : c — , 

Medicines and Medical Appliances, . ]i pjn-j n J9Jft , 

Ilent ut'Dmpcnsury liuihliuLs. . ’ ! . H't i ' • ^ I • • 

tlooka, Forms, Stationery, Printing ami Advertisintr, . Ill V.10 ’ ’ jjj 

Salaries of illailical Oiliccrs, . ’ . , »’ II IS I TO 1 ! 10 S ' ' 

i, Apothecaries ’ ' 

ruel, Attendance, and Incidental Expenses, 11 . . xti 1,026 ! " 1,274} ! ! 

Total ISxponilitui'e in year onilcil 2Dtli Suntmnbcr 1 , „ ~ 

1S0-1, t Items, 11-1,1 V . 1 ’[ 1< . i'28,761 . . I £1* 

1 i 

Relief EisTtiitNs.nnil Duties nr Medical Omi'Ens, for I 

yanv ended ‘Mth Ki.'tiifouliur, 1 H. 1.1 

- anther Of Oases attended on Dispensary Tickets, . 18 1111,420, , . 181, ®gl , . 

” " ™ Vimling Tickets, . . Ill 40,11(13 , | tfjmj . - 

\'nmWnfe Cff Cases in tlm veal*, (Items 17 arid IS), j 20 , . 213,780 , . HUH 

Numhet of Cases mivhich Tickets for McdirallloHofl ! 

were cancelled in the year, . rj 21 , . . 983 . W 

a*! . . I ayw . B* 

_ _ is? , . b 

Nnm ofT’^.^M 0,lt ” 7 , '^ Plia il d ln tir Ho’uBca { ,, „ 

or larrectinu during the year, . {■ *24 63 . • ■ » 

Number of Dispensary Districts in which attendance 1 

Ttas Riven at a Ilridawell or House uf C'orrec- 1 26 13 . . . I* 

turn situate therein, . 1 [ ~ u • ' ' * 1 

Number of Unions in which to eh llridmvdis or) „ , „ 

Houses of Correction are situated r ( 2D . . i 12 - • i 1 

— — ’ ' • i ! ' — 

t* Item 8.— The numbor l iif\un'iZi^£ CnoTlil Niituat head of "App. B, Tabular Returns, ” tap. 2M- 
authorized, two districts Imimr ^^oera a dually acting, ia at presont somewhat less than tiwtotslw®^ 
appointment: sec Noto on Tallin tvL SO o , °. tlvw 1 0 nstam ' cs . held by one Medical Officer, on the occasion « t* *? 
ontiro number of Sf/i Wj »0‘ — The averages in Column IS of this Table arc utaV* 

tho antual number nf “JOfflwaaiithoriMil to lie appointed; amt in tlio raso of Item 15, lhi» snmp a 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Ko. 3'] General Summary of Dispensary Tables. 345 

Statistical Statement ; allowing tlie Number of Unions, Electoral Divisions, and 
15 Vic. c. 68 ; the total and average Population, Area, ami Valuation ; Number 
penditure under the Medical Charities Act for the year from 29th September, 
Number of Cases of Medical Relief afforded at the Dispensary and at the Patient’s 
lief have been Cancelled by the Dispensary Committee; the Number of Cases of 
Number of Attendances at Bridewells or Houses of Correction, kc. ; during the 



CD N NAUGHT. 


MUNsiTEE. 


TOTAL 

IRELAND. 


AVERAGE. 

For For 1>,s ‘ 

j iflfTBICTB. 


For 

Medical 

Umcnu. 


c 

II 

IS. 


7. 


8. 


0. j 10. 


11. 


12. 


m. 


IS. 




062,919 


. . ! 1,875,008. 




(5,552,055 


40,190 9,100 


8,432 


1 




J .Oft), 430 


. 1 0,005, 4)3 




20,314,150 


124,020 ' 28,214 


20,144 


n 




£1,074, inn 


. ' £3,002 , m 




£11,372,418 


£69,709 £15,705 


— 


3 




20 


so 




103 


— — 


— 


4 




59t> 


. 1 1.023 




3.439 


21*10: 4*78 


4*43 


5 


. 


0:} 


. ' 204 




720 


4*42 : — 


— • 


0 




111 


29.S 




982 


0-02 : 1*30 


— 


7 




103 


• • ; 221 




777 


4-77 — 


— 


8 






. | 21 




40 


— — 


— 


9 










in 


~ — 


— 


10 


1 £2.144 




£4,431 ' . 


£1.5,307 




£1)4 0 : £21 S 


£19 10 


11 






1,649 


6,005 




■niBii] 


— 


12 


i 27:} 




632 j . 


1,949 




11 19 ' 2 14 


— 


13 






115,103 1 


63,527 




859 1 81 0 


75 6 


H 


1 2 IS 




580 ' . 


1,729 




— — 


43 4 


15 


j On") 




1,825 j . 


5,410 


. 


32 4 7 10 


— 


16 


J 


£11,851 


£23,220 

1 




£89,707 


560 7 , 124 12 


- 


17 


! 

i G8.I2* 


' 


| 

1 

173,443 i 


557,325 


. 


3.419-17 I 774-00 


717*28 


18 


j hi* 




30,119 ; . 


137,700 




W4-7S, 101-20 


177*22 


19 


! • • 


80,207 


. ! 200,562 




695,025 


4, 203-Mi 1 065-31 


894-30 


20 


1 # 


1,000 


. . 921 




4,405 


27-39 0-20 


5*75 


21 


| 


3,606 


. ’ 11,104 




52,844 


324-20 73-39 


6801 


22 


. 


104 


. .j 124 




407 


- i - 


— 


23 


a 

1 


237 


. j 274 




819 


— : - 


— 


24 


1. 


IS 


. | 34 




70 


_ 


— 


25 


1, 


14 


i 

. . j 81 




76 


~ ; “ 


- 


20 






1 










— 



.* It : mB II to 17 Shillings on cl penco are omitted in the financial portion of this Table. The enact same are 

“ Oie Tables of which this is a summary. . . , _ , . e 

4 Item 16 includes payment* made for Midwires during the year :-tho Annual Salanea for these Office» amotmt 
in Leinster; £104 in Ulster;— total for Ireland, £173. No Midwives have been appointed under sealed 
wfcwfar Dispensary Districts in Connaught or Munster. 
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Tabular Returns- 



[App. B, 

No. 4. — Vaccination : — Return of tlio Number of Persons Vaoci. 
hated in the Workhouses and Auxiliary Establishments of the 
several Unions in Irolaml, by tlio Medical Officers of those Insti- 
tutions ; and of tlio Number Vaccinated in the severalDispensary 
Districts, by the Medical Officers of Dispensaries under the Me- 
dical Charities Act, in the Year ended 30th September, 1854:— 
abstracted from Returns made by the respective Medical Officers. 





Number Vaccinated in 
Workhouses by tho 
Medical Ollicors thereof. 


No. of 
Coses of 
Vaccina- 


Total No. 
of Cases 




Succcsh- 

ful 

Cases. 


Unsuc- 

cessful 

Cases. 


Total. 


Modical 
Officers of 
Dispensary 
Districts. 


in 

Columns 
4 and 5. 


Column 1. 


2. 


3. 


4. 


5. 


G. 


PROVING U OF LEINSTER. 












County or Catilow., 












Carlow, 


25 




25 


1,068 


1,093 


County or Dublin. 












Balrotherv, .... 


20 




20 


434 


454 


Dublin, North 


100 


*38 


147 


1,792 


1,939 


Dublin, South, .... 


137 


58 


195 


2,999 


3,194 


Batlidown, .... 


38 


*33 


71 


673 


744 


County of Kiloaiik. 












At]!}' 


41 




41 


723 


764 


Celbridge, 


8 




8 


257 


265 


Naas, 


32 




32 


714 


746 


County of Kilkenny. 












Callan 


19 




19 


21 


40 


Castlccomer, .... 


17 


11 


28 


465 


493 


Kilkenny, 

Thomaatown, .... 


no 


10 


00 


558 


618 


12 


8 


20 


145 


165 


Urlingford, .... 


4 




4 


199 


203 


King’s County. 












Edendcrry, .... 


32 


*21 


53 


446 


499 


Parsonstown, .... 


33 


G 


29 


200 


229 


Tullamore, .... 


f>9 


8 


67 


320 


387 


County of Longford. 












Bally malum, .... 


7 


3 


10 


no 


120 


Granard, 


14 


5 


19 


191 


210 


Longford, 


1 1 


1 


12 


235 


247 


County of Louth. 












Ardec, 


7 




7 


318 


325 


Drogheda, . 


21 




21 


230 


251 


Dumlnlk 


27 




27 


502 


529 


County of Mhatii. 










421 


Dunshaughlin, .... 


9 




9 


412 


Rolls, ..... 


17 


7 


24 


201 




Navaii 


27 


S 


30 


238 


. 26S 


Oldcastle, 


2 


12 


14 


53 


67 


Trim, 


32 


4 


36 


376 


412 


Queen’s County. 










814 


Abbevleix, .... 


22 


8 


30 


784 


Donaghmore, .... 


5 


3 


8 


187 


195 


Mountmellick, .... 


20 


3 


23 


379 


402 








[« 


ntiwed. 



* In tho Unions against which tlio asterisk is placed, tho Medical Officers state that I 
eases loft the Workhouse before it was ascertained whether tho Vaccination was suocoa* 
unsuccessful, and tho numbers of such cases are included in tlio numbers marked wi 
asterisk. 
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Jfo. 4. Retuen of Number of Persons Vaccinated,— continued. 



Name op Uniox. 



I Number \ aecmatcd in ^ iNo. of 
! Workhouses by the • Cases of Total No. 
Medical Officers thereof. Vaccina- or Cases 

tion by rttunn.iL 

, ! Medical in 

Success-, Un.suc* Officers of Columns 

lul | ccssful Total. 1 Dispensary 4 and 5. 

' fneoj niclvinra : 



PROVINCE OF LEINSTER- 
continued. 

County of Westmeath. 

Atliloue, 42 a 45 301 406 

Oastletowndelvin, ... 5 1 <3 73 81 

Mullingar, . . • • 23 | 23 " ,uu 

County of Wexford. 

Enniseorthy I0 ® j ®!j *44 j 367 : OH 

Gorev, . . . . • 1 14 2 i« 329 345 

Now Boss, . . . . . i 38 | a 40 1 519 5a9 

Wexford, a!> j 69 <>00 609 

County of Wicklow. „ S 1 

Ealtinglass 2 -> - 27 ; 433 | 4i,0 

I Kathuruni 31 9 ' '’213 1,2 m 

Shillelagh, 13 1 14 j tiT4 | obS 

PROVINCE OF ULSTER. 

County of Antrim. I I 

Antrim W • 1? j 433 1 452 

Ballyeastle, . . . . j « 1 ‘ J 91 , I ! 93 

Ballymena, . . . . -6b 1 • bb j a'8 j Jb4 

Eallymonev 4 | 4 ; 43i , 441 

Belfast, 138 I So 193 604 . 00. 

Lame .... 9 , ■ 9 ; 229 , 238 

Liston, ..... 8 | 13 21 | 802 | 823 

.Vrm-r NTY0FAl ° IAGH ' 45 i . 45 I 928 I 973 

iZT : : : : '• 42 1 3 «. 4 3S ; 4 S3 

County of Cavan. j j j , ! 

Bailieborougli, . . * « i J * '1 *'" * ’j! 

S- : : : : :j *t | §. 

Cootehill j a 1 9 ! 223 ““ 4 

i 

County of Donegal. j \ in - ' 

Ballyshannou, . . . • | 9 ! 3 j ® J ' 9 

D^go-l ! j i j j "39 _ 40 

‘ . I 9 m aol 

Inisliowtn, . . • • | 10 ( ’ “ J "! jyg 

Letterkenny, . . • "I * j , . | 1,2,1 1.202 

SSSSu; : : : : i 2 : « *« 270 

BanhriiT TY ° FD0WN '. • 31 . . | 31 399 430 

canonage, ... .54 1 25 620 645 

Downpatrick -4 I [contmned. 

a RatMrnm Union.-Tha Medical Officer stales that muy others were Tacamltad who 
afterwards left the W orkhonse, 

* See note in p. 346. 
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No. 4. — Return of Number of Persons Vaccinated, — continued. 





Number Vaoehmtud in 
WorkhoUHOH by tlio 
Medical UllionrH thereof. 


No. of 
Ponca of 
Vaccina- 
tum by 
Medical 
0 Aiders of 
Dispensary 
Districts. 


Total No. 
of Cases 




SUCdCas- 
fu 1 

Cases. 


UllMUO- 

COHHiUl 

Cases. 


Total. 


in 

Columns 
i and 5. 


Column 1 . 


*. 


3. 


4. 


5. 


G. 


PROVINCE OF ULSTER— ram. 












County of Down — con. 












Kilkod 


4 




4 


343 


352 


Newry, 


5<> 


2 


58 


793 


851 


Nowtownards 


43 




43 


663 


703 


County of Fermanagh. 












Enniskillen, .... 


8 


*13 


21 


122 


113 


Lisnaskea, ..... 




3 


3 


208 


21] 


Lowtherstown, .... 


3 




3 


191 


194 


County of Londonderry. 












Coleraine, ..... 
Londonderry, .... 


12 




12 


603 


615 


24 


2 


26 


534 


560 


Mnglieratelt, .... 


8 


3 


11 


765 


776 


Newtown Limayady, 


12 




12 


1,878 


1,600 


County of Monaghan. 












Carriekmaoross, 


18 


i 


19 


mi 


135 


Castleblayney, .... 


15 




15 


375 


390 


Clones, . . . ... 


« 




0 


221 


227 


Monaghan, .... 


14 




14 


568 


582 


County op Tyrone. 












Castledurg, .... 








74 


74 


Clogher, 


15 


3 


18 


302 


320 


Cookstown 


10 


4 


14 


440 


454 


Dungannon, .... 


20 


2 


22 


219 


241 


Gortin, 


3 




3 


22 


25 


Oinngli, ..... 








518 


518 


Strabane, 


39 


. 


39 


282 


321 


PROVINCE OF CONNAUGHT. 
County op Galway. 












Ballinasloc?, .... 


19 


11 


30 


82 


112 


Clifilcn 


6 


1 


C 


15 


21 


Galway 


35 


11 


4(5 


32 


78 


Glennamaddy, .... 


8 




8 


18 


2(1 


Gort, 


11 


3 


14 


34 


48 


Loughroo, 

Mount Bellow, .... 


14 


8 


. 22 


. 62 


84 


4 


4 


16 


20 


Oughterurd, . . . . 


7 


.2 


. 9 


31 


40 


X'ortumna, .... 


3 


7 


10 


53 


63 


Tuam, 


No 


Recor 


a. 


57 


57 


County op Leitrim. 












Carriok-on-Shannon, . 


12 


3 


15 


62 


77 


Manorhamilton, 


3 


2 


5 


127 


132 


Molull 


» 






51 


51 


County of Mayo. 












Ballina, , . 

Ballinrobo, .... 

Belmullet , , 


20 


1 


21 


342 

31 

22 

[co 


363 

31 

22 

ntinued, 



* Set in j\. 
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No. 4. — Return of Number of Persons Vaccinated, continued. 



Name of Union. 


i Number Vaccinated in 
; Workhouses by tho 
Medical Officers thereof. 


No. nf 
Cases of 
Vaccina- 
tion by 
Medical 
Officers of 
Dispensary 
Districts! 


Total NV>. 
of Cases 
returned 
in 

Columns 

4 and 0 . 


Success 

fill 

Cases. 


Unsuc- 

cessful 

Cases. 


Total. 


Column 1. 


2. 


3. 


4. 


5. 


6. 


PROVINCE OF CONNAUGHT 
— continued. 






i 






County of JIayo— continued. 












Castlebar, 


31 




11 






Claremorris, .... 


13 


1 


14 


18 




KiJlala,* .... 










Newport, . 


4 




9 






Swineford, .... 


6 




6 






Westport, 


3 




3 


23 


26 


County of Roscommon. 












Boyle, ..... 


11 




11 


202 


213 


Castlerea, 


13 


3 


1!) 


62 


81 


Roscommon, .... 


40 


10 


BS 


79 




Strokestown, .... 


12 


2 


' 14 


19 


33 


County of Sligo. 
Dromore, West, 


6 




6 


289 


•-'115 


Sligo, ..... 


32 


7 


no 


1,430 


1.469 


Tobercuny, . ' . 


3 




8 


CO 


63 


PROVINCE OP MUNSTER. 

County of Clare. 

Bally vaglian, .... 




2 


9 


39 


48 


Corrofin, ..... 


, 


2 


o 


38 


40 


Ennis, .... 


32 


o 


b 34 


131 


165 


Ennistvmon, .... 






. 


74 


74 


Killadvsert, 


19 




1!) 


22 


4 i 


Kilrush, ..... 


54 




54 


031 


385 


Scariif, 


45 




45 




102 


Tulla 


24 


6 


30 


119 


149 


County of Cobk. 
Bnndou, 


6 


3 


9 


249 


258 


Bantry, , 


13 




13 


12 j 


25 


Castletown, .... 




1 


8 


3 


1 1 


Clonakilty, .... 


12 


12] 


51 


63 


Cork, .... 


83 


18 


101 


56b 


(it 9 


Dunmanway, .... 


15 


3 


IS : 


85 


103 


I ermov, 


29 


1 


30 i 


390 


420 


Kanturk, .... 


16‘ 




21 I 


347 i 


3CS 


K insale, ..... 


28 


7 


35 ! 


203 


238 


Maeroom, . 


43 




43 j 


1C3 ‘ 


206 


Mallow, ... 


120 


*75 


192 1 


362 | 


554 


Midieton, 


28 


3 


31 1 


466 


497 


Millstreet, 


22 


12 


34 


535 


569 


Mitchelstown, .... 


42 


*3 


45 


75 


120 


Skibberten, .... 


12 1 


0 


14 


63 


77 


Skull, 


5 




5 


80 j 


85 


Touglial, i 


35 ‘ 


5 


40 


394 


434 


£ Killala Union. — Medical Officer of Workhouse unable in 


ite a Re 


[continued. I 
urn. j 


The Roturn for Ennis Workhouse includes a period ofsii 


months onlr. 




•«<* note in p. 316. 
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3 ^ 0 _ 4 , Bbturit of Number of Portions Vaccinated, — continued. 






* nolo in p. 34G- 



SUMMARY OF VACCINATION TABLE, No. 4. 



..... — — — *— 


rnOYINCKH. 


No. nf 
UnluiiH, 


, No. Vacch 
No. of | tlio Muil 

niHj.cn- | 

DlHtkuti.; SucifH’irul 

- - L“~ 


i tcil In Wor 
luul OtlkerB 

irnHucPOHs- 
I'lll UlSOH. 


kliouKua by 
thereof. 

Total. 


No. of Ohms, 
of Vaccina; 

tlonbyMeOi-. returned 

cal OfflefM . 

ofUbponsaiJ. Cotamw 
Districts. 8,14 * 


Column 1, 

Leinster, 
Ulster, 
Connaught, . 
Munster, 

Total, Ireland, 


a. 

40 

44 

29 

50 




207 

215 

93 

205 


4. 

1,205 

769 

30(> 

1,582 


295 

121 

77 

364 


0. 

1,600 

890 

383 

1,941) 


2o,oai 

17,991 

3,61)8 

11,104 


21,683 

18,88! 

4,049 

13,050 


1133 


720 


3,802 


867 


4,719 


62,844 


67,96 s 




Name or Onion. 



PROVINCE OF MUNSTER- 

continued. 

County of Kerry. 
Caliercivecn, 

Dingle, 

Kemnare, . 

Killarncy, . 

Listowel, . 

Tralee, 

County of Lime 
Croom, 

Glin, . 

Kilmallock, 

Limerick, . 

Newcastle, . 

Katlikealo, 

County of Tippe: 
Borrisoknne, 

(Jarrick-on-Buir, 

Cashel, 

Cioghcen, . 

Clonmel, . 

Nemigh, 

Iloserea, 

Thurles, 

Tipjjerary, 

County of Wati; 
Dungarvan, 

Kilmautliouias, . 

Lismorc, . 

Waterford, 



SUfiflOKH- 

l'ul 1 
Casus, 



86 



23 

13 

33 

40 

*37 

10 



3! 

20 

61 

95 

18 

35 

82 



•10 

.‘Hi 

42 

39 



15 



*3 

7 

*25 

8 
4 



tod in 
tli a 

horoof. 

Total. 


No. of 
Cases of 
Vaccina- 
tion liy 
Medical 
Officers of : 
)isponsary 
Districts. | 

j 


Total No. 
of Coses 
returned 
in 

Columns 
4 aud 5, 


4. 1 


5. 1 


6. 


48 


793 


846 


28 


277 


305 


41 


254 


295 


6 


228 


234 


10 


269 


279 


101 


129 


230 


28 


105 


133 


16 


166 


182 


40 


409 


449 


65 


300 


36a 


45 


194 


239 


14 


169 


183 




26 


26 


36 


130 


166 


33 


90 


123 


26 


267 


293 


69 


240 


309' 


108 


173 


281 


28 


141 


169 


41 


106 


■ 147 


1 12 


282 


394 


65 


478 


543 


36 


228 


264 


49 


365 


414 


57 


423 


480 
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No. 5 . — Cholera : — List of Unions to which the Cholera Order* 
has been issued ; with the Dates of the Orders and of Orders 
Rescinding the same, showing the Period during which the 
Cholera Order was in force in each Union. 



Name of Union. 



Date of 
Cholora Order. 



j Date of Order 
rescinding 
j the Cholera Order. 



North Dublin. .... 
,, Re-issued, 

, , Order for Blanchar dstown and 

Clastleknock Dispensary 
District only, 

Cork 

Midleton, . 

Limerick, ..... 
Kanturk, ..... 
Larne, . . ■ . . ’ 

„ Re-issued, 

, , Re-issued for Larne District only, 
Belfast, . . . . 

Nenagk, ... 

Fermoy, . 

Kilmallock, .... 
Tipperary, . . . ‘ 

Ennis, 

Clonmel, . 

Macroom, 

Tulla, . . ; 

Kilrush, . . . 

Kathkeale, . . . ’ 

Mitchelstown, .... 
Antrim, 

j, Re-issued, 

Coleraine, .... 

,, Re-issued, 

Lisburn, ..... 
Ballymena, .... 
,, Re-issued, 

Ballymoncy, .... 
Newtownards, . . 

Londonderry, . . . 

Downpatrick, . . 

South Dublin, .... 
Rathdown, . 

Enniskillen, . . 

Castlebar, . . ! . ! 

Carrickmacross, .... 
Westport, . . . ! 

Naas, ..... 
Lisnaskea, .... 

Celbridge, . , 

Mullingar, 

Athlone, . 

Dunshaughlin : — Order for Dimboyne 
Dispensary District only, . 



12 Nov., 1853, ' 10 June, 1854. 
. lo Sep., 1854, j 31 Jail., 1855. 



28 Feb., 1855, 
25 Nov., 1853, 
5 Dec., ,, 

10 Feb., 1854, 

7 Mar., ,, 

10 Mar., ,, 

19 Aug., ,, 

13 Mai\, 1855, 
21 Mar., 1854, 

27 Mar., ,, 

31 Mar., ,, 

31 Mar., ,, 

31 Mar., ,, 

4 Apr., , , 

13 Apr., „ 

13 Apr., „ 

13 Apr., ,, 

17 Apr., „ 

ID Apr., „ 

21 Apr., ,, 

2 May, ,, 

12 Aug., „ 

19 May. ,, 

3 Jan., 1855, 

28 May, 1854, 

18 July, ,, 

22 Dec., ,, 

2 Aug., „ 

25 Aug., ,, 

29 Aug., „ 

13 Sept., „ 

27 Sept., „ 

1 27 Sept, „ 

2 Nov., „ 

3 Nov., 

8 Nov., „ 

21 Nov., „ 

30 Dec., ,, 

3 Jan., 1855, ; 

5 Jan., ,, ; 

13 Jan., ,, 



3 Jan., 1855. 
15 June, 1854. 
20 Dec., „ 

8 June, ,, 
10 June, „ 

28 Nuv., „ 

8 Deo., ,, 

10 June, ,, 

14 June, ,, 

15 June, ,, 

7 June, ,, 

14 June, ,, 

29 June, ,, 

7 June, ,, 

8 June, ,, 

17 June, ,, 
24 June, ,, 

6 July, ,, 

27 June, „ 

4 Nov., ,, 

13 Oct., ,, 

9 Dec., 1854. 

11 Dee., „ 

31 Oct , 1854. 

15 Feb., 1855. 
4 Nov., 1854. 

28 Nov., „ 

14 Feb., 1855. 
I Mar., „ 

9 Dec., 1854. 
28 Dec., „ 

22 Feb., 1855. 
24 Feb., „ 

24 Feb., ,, 

19 Feb., 1855. 
27 Feb., ,, 



3 Mar., ,, 



* For the Form of Cholera Order, and Circulars of Instructions accompanying the same, see 
Second Annual Report, 1854, App. A. Nos. 27-30: and further Circulars herein, App, A. No. 
11 . 1 , et teg. 
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No. 6. — Cholera, <fec. — Summary of Returns from tho Medical Officers of Dispensary Districts in the several Unions in 
Ireland, of the Number of Cases of Asiatic Cholera, and of Diarriicea, English Cholera, or Premonitory Symptoms of 
Cholera, attended by them during the Year ended 31st December, 1854; showing the Number of such Cases in Each 
Month in that Year, and the Number of Deaths from sueli Diseases. 



; and Diarrhoea BeU 
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jfoa.6, 7.] Cholera and Diarrhoea: — Hospital Cases. 



No 8 —Cholera. &c.— Summary of the two preceding Tables, (Nos. 6 and 7,) showing the Total Number of Cases of Asiatic ^ 
' Cholera, and of Diarrikea, English Cholera, or Premonitory Symptoms of Asiatic Cholera whether attended by Medi- *•*- 
eal Officers of Dispensary Districts, at the Patients’ Homes, or treated m Hospitals provided by the Boards of guar- 
dians, (including Workhouse Hospitals), during the Year ended 31st December, 1854, and showing the dumber m Each 
Month, and the Number of Deaths from such Diseases. — 



Cholera and Diarrhoea Returns Total Numbers, fj 



No. 9 . — Cholbba. — Detailed Statement of tho Number of Oases of Ciioleua included in foregoing Tables (Nos. G-8), showing 
the Number in Eaoii Union in Ireland, and distinguishing tho Numbers attended by tho Medical Officers of the Dispensary 
Districts at the Patients’ Homes, and tho Numbers treated in Hospitals provided by Boards of Guardians, and showing 
tho Numbors of Cases in Each Month of the Year 1854, and tho Number of Deaths. 
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No. 9. — Cholera. — Detailed Statement of the Number of Cases of Cholera included in foregoing Tables (Nos. 6 - 8 ) > — rCon . 
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si sa* s « 
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Abbeyleix, . 
Antrim, 

Ardee, . 
Armagh, 
Athlone, 

Athy, . 

Bailieborough, 

B&Uina, 

BaJlinaaloe, . 
Bsilllnrobc, . 
Ballycastle, . 
B&llymahou, . 

Ballymena, . 

Ballymoney, . 

Ballysbannon, 
Ballyvaghan, . 
Balrothery, . 



Banbridge, 

Bandon, 



Belmullet, , 
Borrisokaue, 



Caherciyeen, 

Callau, . 

Carlow, . . 

Carrickmacross, 
Carrick-on-Sliaimon 
Carrick-on-Suii, . 
Cashel, 

Castlebar, 
C&stteblayney, 
;Castlecomer, . 
Cfcstlederg, . 
Castlerea, 
Castletown, . 
Casfcfotowndelvin, . 
wan, . . 



Queen’s, 

Antrim, 

Louth, Meath, 

Armagh, Tyrone, 
Westmeath, Roscommon, 
Kildare, Queen’s, 

Cavan, 

Mayo, Sligo, 

Galway, Roscommon, . 

, Mayo, Galway, . 

. Antrim, . • 

. Longford, Westmeath, 

. Antrim, 



Antrim, Londonderry , 
Donegal, Fermanagh, Leitrim. 
Clare, 

Dublin, - • _ ; 

Wicklow, Kildare, Carlow, 
Down, Armagh, . 

Cork, 

Cork, . 

Cavan, Leitrim, . 

Antrim, Down, . 

, Mayo, 

, Tipperary, . ■ 

. Roscommon, oligo, 

. Kerry, 

. Kilkenny, Tipperary, . 

, Carlow, Queen’s, Kildare, 

. Monaghan, . 

>n Leitrim, Roscommon, . 

. Tipperary, W aterford, 

. Tipperary, . 

. Mayo, « * ‘ 

. Monaghan, Armagh, • 

. Kilkenny, . • ( » . 

. Tyrone, . • * 

. Roscommon, Mayo, 

. Cork, . • * 

. Westmeath, Meath, 

. Cavan, - ■ * 

. Kildare, Dublin, Meath, 

. Mayo, V 

. Galway, Mayo, , 
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313 347 339 

307 346 357 

315 347 360 

310 347 358 

. 303 846 356 

316 347 360 

327 348 363 

325 348 363 
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313 347 359 

307 346 357 



46-48, 1 
51-2, 

' 189,190, 
224-226 



f 49-51, l 
i 52,188 f' 



(\ 54,55, h 
227-284 jj" 



! ; -234-^236 ' 296 j 



Hsi,«M5l’ 1 

■\ 237, 238 J . i 



314 347 359 



314 347 359 

317 347 361 

331 349 365 

302 346 35 5 

313 347 358 

319 347 361 

332 349 365 

332 349 366 
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314 347 859 

328 348 363 

339 350 368 

329 | 349 864 

336 I 350 367 



322 348 363 

327 348 383 

339' 350 368 

339 350 368 

328 ! 349 363 

322 I 348 362 

305 3^6 3 j >7 

323 348 362 

329 349 i S«4 

333 566 

311 54? *58 

318 347 1 360 

304 346 i 356 

328 349 383 
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Tipperary, Waterford, . 
Tyrone, Monaghan, 



Tyrone, Monaghan, 
Cork, .... 
Monaghan, Fermanagh, 
Tipperary, Waterford, . 

Londonderry, Antrim, 
Tyrone, 

Cavan, Monaghan, 
Cork, . . . 



Clare, 

Limerick, 



Kerry, 

Queen’s, 

Donegal, 

Down, 

Louth, Meath, 
Sligo, 



Louth, Armagh, Monaghan, 
Donegal, 

Tyron o, 

Waterford. . 

Cork, 

Meath, Dublin, . 



King’s, Meath, Kildare, 
Clare, . . ! 

Wexford, Carlow, 
Formanagli, Cavan, Tyrone, 
Clare, 



Galway, .... 
Galway, Roscommon, . , 

Donegal, . . , ♦ 

Limerick, Kerry, . , 

Wexford, . . 

Galway, Clare, . . 

Tyrone, . . , 

Longford, Cavan, Westmeath. 



Donegal, 



Cork, Limerick, . 
Meath, Cavan, . 
Kerry, 

Down, , 
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Kilkenny, . 
Killadysert, . 
Killala, 
Killamey, . 
Kilmactliomas, 
Kilmallock, . 
Kilrusli, 
Kinsale, 

Larne, . 

Letterkenny, 

Limerick, 



Lisburn, 

Lismore, 
Lisnaskea, 
Listowel, 
Londonderry. 
Longford, 
Lougkrea, 

Lowtherstown ; 
Lurgan, 

Macroora, 
Magkerafelt, 

Mallow, 

Manorhamilton, 
Miilleton, 
Milford, 
Millstreet, 

Mitchelstown. 

Mohill, 
Monaghai . 
Mount Bellew, 
Mountmelick, 
Mullingar, 



i Kilkenny, . 

| Clare, . 
j Mayo, 

: Kerry, 
i Waterford, . 
Limerick, Cork, . 
Clare, . 

Cork, . 



Antrim, 

Donegal, 

Limerick, Clare, . 

Antrim, Down, . 

Waterford, Cork, 
Fermanagh, 

Kerry, 
i Londonderry, Donegal, 

| Longford, . 

I Galway, 

Fermanagh, Tyrone, 
Armagh, Antrim, Down, 

Cork, . 

Londonderry, 

Cork, . 

Leitrim, 

Cork, . 

Donegal, 

Cork, . 

Cork, Limerick, 

Leitrim, 

Monaghan, . 

Galway, > - 
Queen s, King’s, 

W estmeath, 



Naas, . 

N'avan, . 

Nenagh, 

Newcastle, 

Newport, 

New Ross, 

Newry, 

Newtownards, . j Down, 



Kildare, Wicklow, 
Meath, 



-§5 

3 . 

O 



107-113 

113-117 



ill 



. ; Tipperary, . 

. I Limerick, . 

. | Mayo, • • * , 

. j Wexford, Kilkenny, Carlow. 
Down, Armagh, . 



N ewtownlimavady, 

Oldcastle, 

Omagh, 

Oughterard, .■ 



Londonderry, 

Meath, Cavan, 
Tyrone, 
Galway, Mayo, 



118-121. 

259-270 

121-136,1 
•270-273 
1 136-145. 
199-202. 
273-276 
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149,276 
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346 
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331 


349 
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328 


349 


363 




337 


350 


367 




341 


350 


369 




338 


350 


368 




331 


349 


365 




334 


349 


367 


}. 


315 


347 


359 


J 


318 


347 


361 


}• 


338 


350 


368 


}■ 


315 


347 


360 


J 

299 


342 

320 


350 

348 


369 

361 




337 


350 


367 


298 


3-7.1 


348 


363 


296 


307 


346 


357 


298 


325 


348 


363 


3C1 


348 


361 




315 


347 


360 


298 


334 


349 


367 


321 


348 


362 




335 


349 


367 




327 


348 


363 




335 


349 


367 




318 


347 


361 




! 335 


340 


367 


‘•V. 


i 335 


349 


367 


* J 


1 327 


348 


363 




! 323 


348 


362 




1 326 


340 


363 




! 310 


346 


358 




: 311 


347 


358 




i 30 


i 346 
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; 30S 


346 


357 
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■1 341 
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Dulilin, "Wicklow, 

Wicklow. . 

( Limerick, . 

. Roscommon, Galway, . 

1 Tipperary, King’s, Queen's, 

j Clare, Galway, . 

Wicklow, Carlow, Wexford 
Cork, .... 
Cork, .... 
Sligo, .... 
Tyrone, Donegal, 

Donegal, 

Roscommon, 

Mayo, Roscommon, 

Kilkenny, . 

Tipperary, . 

Tipperary, Limerick, . 
Sligo, .... 
Kerry, 

Meath, 

Galway, 

Clare, .... 
King’s, Westmeath, 

Kilkenny, Tipperary, . 
Waterford, Kilkenny, . 



Cork, Waterford, 



fe:®: *M 
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1(51-171, 

209-214 
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303 346 ! a 


171 

172-175 
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3.19 , 350 , * 


2U-illG 




329 ! 349 . » 
341 i 350 so 


170-179 




332 | 349 : 33 
313 j 347 ! 35* 
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335 ! 349 1 Si; 
330 t »i S 
324 1 343 ! 36: 
319 . 347 : 3S 
330 | 349 ' J6i 
329 | 349 . 36! 


287, 288 




305 ! 346 1 E 
341 350 » 


289,290 




341 35(1 3iS 

331 319 i 36. 

337 350 j 367 

309 346 3X 
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32 6 346 3C 


178-182 




332 349 Jia 
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182-185, 
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j» 0 Index List of Dispensary Districts ; -with Names of Unions in 

■n-bieli tliey are situate, ancl References to Pages iu which the Districts 
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Dispensary 

Districts. 



Abbey, 

Abbey, 

Abbey ft' ale, 
Abfcc-yleix, . 
Abbeyshrule, 

Acliill, 

Adore, 

Acini-! a, 
Aghadowey, 
Aghulee, • 
Abase ragh, 
AliogLill, . 
Anamoe, . 



Annacotty, 
Aimaliiit, . 

Antrim, 
Ardagh, 
Ardoe, 
Ardfevt, 
Ardiiumui, . 
Ardmore, , 
Ardmore, . 

Arklow, 

Annagn, . 

Arthurstown, 
Arti clave, . 
Arvagh, 
Ashfurd, . 

Askeaton, . 

Athlioy, 
Athem-y, . 
Atliltague, 
Atklone, 
Athy, . 
Augbnacloy, 
Aughrim, . 

Aughrim, . 
Aweiiascale, 



Unions 

in which situate. 



, • Bally vagliau, 
. Tnoui, 

, Newcastle, 

. ’ Abbey leix, 

. Bollymabon, 

. 'Newport, . 

. jCroom, . 

. iMiilleton, . 

! Coleraine, 

. Xurgan, . 

. ' Ballinasloe, 

. Ballymena, 

. ! Hath (Irani, 

. ScariiT, . 

. [Limerick, 
i Lisburn, • 
tntrini, . 
i Newcastle, 
Ardee, 
Tralee, 
Clogheen, 
Dungarvan, 
Youghal, . 

Rnthdium, 
Armagh, . 

| New Ross, 
Coleraine, 
Cavan, 
Ratlidrmn, 

jRathkeale, 



References to 






: fiiM! 

Page | Tage 

- 331 

- ! 357 

- j Sift) 

- i f.O '.i 

- I 207 

| 829 
! 337 
■ 3 Co 
i 321 
| 310 



Dispensary 

Districts. 



References to 



•TH 



in- 
stil ! 



[Trim, 
Lougiirea, 
'Roscommon, 
Athlon e, . 
Atby, 
Clogber, . 
Carrick-on- 
Shannon, 
Ratudrum, 
jingle, . 



339 

307 

337 

310 

341 

880 

i 313 

315 
I 312 
! 321 

316 
313 



Baganalstown, . 1 Carlow, . 
Bailieborongb, . Builieborougb, j - 
Balbriggan, . jBalrothery, 

Balia, . . • ! Castlebar, 

Eallaghaderreen, jCastlerea, 

Balieeu, . . ; Urliugford, 



309 
J 825 
329 
! 310 
i 3Q3 
i 323 



Ballmcnllig, 

Br-llmdon-eea, 

Ballinaiue, 

Balliijgarry, 

Bailinrobt*, 

Ballintra, . 
Ballv buy, . 
Ballybnggan, 
Bally carry, 
Ballycastlo, 
Bully-castle, 

Bully dough , 
Ballyconuell, . 
Ballycroy, . 
BallvdulF, . . 

Bally duff, . 
BaUyfeard, 

Ballygarvnn, 
Ballygawley, 
Tiallygoxnartiu, . 
Bally liaise, 
Bnliyhaunis, 
Lialiyhooly, 

Rallviamesduff, 

Ballykeily, , 

Bollyleague, 

Ballylesson, 

Ballylongford, 

Balivlyuon, 

Ballymacarbry, 

Ballymacarvet, 

Ballymagrau, 

Rallymuhon, 

Ballymartlc, 

Ballymena, 



, iCork, 

. Gort, 

. iCiiu-enaonia, 
. Chilian, . 

. iBuilmrobe, 



. Ballyshannon, 

. Castle 1 , dayney, 

. jEdetidcrry, 

. i Larne, 

. | Bell v castle, 

. lluUala, . . 



Mallow, . 
Bawnlicy, 
Newport, . 

I Lisnioiv, . 
j Li slow el, . 

Kin sale. . 

Cork, 

Clogber, . 
[Belfast, . 

’ Cavan, 

C'lareniorris, . 
Fermoy, . 

Oldcastle, 
N.-T.-Limavady, 
Roscommon, . 
Lisburn, j 
Listowel, . 
Atby, 

Clonmel, . 

Belfast, . 

. ',U ungnmnon, . 
. 'Ballyiuahon, 

. [Kinsale, . 
i 

. j Ballymena, 









Ballickmoyler, 

Baalina, 

Balimakill, 

Bsllinalee, . 

Ballinsmeen, 

Balliuamore, 

Ballinasloe, 



Carlow, . 
Ballimi, . 
Abbey leix, 
Granorti, • 
,Boyle. 
Bawnboy, 
Ballinasloe, 



I 327 
318 
j 330 

j 302 
310 
302 

328 

329 
305 

302 

327 

309 

307 



Btillymoney, 



, 'Bally money, 
. Ballymahon. 



Bnllymore, 

Ballymore (see • 

Blessington) . j 
Ballymote, . ■ Sligo, • 

Ballvnucally, . hilladysert, 
Ballvnaearigy, . Mullingar, 
Ballynabincb, . Downpatrick. 



jiS! r 

li 224 J 

I ;50,5lJ 

I I 1S8 j j 



Ballynoe, . 
Ballynure, . 
Ballyporeen, 
Ballyragget, 
329 Ballvroan, . 
316 BaUysbannon, 
325 Ballyward, . 



. Fermoy, • 

. Larne, 

. Clogbeen, 

. Castlecomer, 

. Abbey leix, 

. BaUysbannon, 
. Banbridge, 



| 330 
©l 
i 311 
| 319 



}- 






315 

j , 



340 
205 
309 

317 
| - 319 

[confintted. 
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DiaritKBAnv 

Dibtjuoth. 



Baltinglass, 
Banagher, . 
Baubridge, 

Ban don, 

Bangor, 

B augur, 

Baunow, 

Banslia, , 
Bantry, 

Bammstown, . 
Belfast, 
Bellagby, . 
Bellauunngh, 
Belloreua, . 

Bolleek, 
Belturbet, . 
Benburb, . 
Biughamslown, 
Blaalcroclc and 1 
Stillorgan, J 
Bl/ickwntertown, 
Bhinchardstown 
& Custluknuuk, 
Blarney, . 
IllOBsingLou and 
Ballymorc, , 
Boherboy, . 

B orris, ’ . 

BofriH-in-Onflory, 

Borrisulcaim, 

Borrisoleigh, . 
Buuvnoy, . 
Boyle, 

Bray and Until* 
miohaol, . 
BririosweJl, 
Bridgetown, 

Bri«l gotown, 
Broadford, 
Broadway, . 



Brynnsford, 
Bull awn, . 
Buncrana, . 
Burt, . 
Bushmills, 
Buttevant, , 

Caller, 

Calier, 

Cftliercoulisli, 
Caledon, . 
Calinn, 
Camolin, . 

Cnnnaway, . 
Cappagli, . 
Cdppoqum, 
Carbury, . 
Cavlingford, 
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Clobber, . 
Clogbiordan, 
Clonakilty, 
Clonaslee, . 
Cionavaddy, 
Clonbrock, , 
Ciondulkin, 
Clonegall (see 
Coolattin). 
Clonefly, . 
Clones, 
Clonmany, . 

, Clonmel, . 
Cloumellon, 

I Clonmoyle, 
lloarocue, 



Clontarf & Howth North Dublin, . 
Clonygowan, . Mountmeliek, . 

. Oughterard, . 
. j Downpatrick, . 
. jMidleton, 

. Cookstown, 



cioonbur, 

Clough, 

ClojBie, 

Coagh, 



IIUPENJARY 
Disrate rs. 



Tkio.vs 

1 in which situate. 



Clogher, . 
IBorrisokane, . 
Clouakilty, 
jMountmelick, . 
j Dungannon, . 
{Mount Bellew, 
'South Dublin, 

I 

[ Lowtherstownj 
[Clones, . 
Inishowen, 
Clonmel, . 
Castle-T.-Delvin 
j Mac room, 
Enniscorthy, 



I Coal Island, 
’oleraine, . 

| Mm, . 
CoUooney, . 
; Comber, . 



i 

. ; Dungannon, . 

. i Coleraine, | 
. Ardee, 

. Sligo, 

. jNewtownards, . 



| tong, . 

Connor, 
.'ookstown, 
.'‘I'licasey, 
-oolaney, , , 

Coolattin and 
Clone-gall, 

Cook, ; . 

Caokreany, 
[Ctiolkenuo and 
. ,, Hackttstown, 
Coolock and ) 

l'mniconclra, J 
‘--.•ulraia, . 

MkhUi 

CooteliiU, . ! 

; ar ^» • 

•-orronn, 

Courceys, ; ; 

I ^ragalniock, 

| Cre-ogh, . 

•i'oach, . 

' r «aa, . 

• •'S.il.ep, . 

aaakttl, 

foribane, 

^••maglen, 

-■Jrsnsoiina, 

'-rof.sroada, 

•rimlin, . 

■ CnislieeiL , 

I Cu il p a. 

| CiiihendfiU^ 

darrynane,. 
j Grove, 



;Ballinrobe, 
Antrim, . 
Cookstown, 
Limerick, 
Tobercurry, 

Shillelagh, 
! Granard, . 
'Gorey, 

I Shillelagh, 
North Dublin, 
Mountmeliek, 
Killaruey, 
Cootehill, 

: Cork, 
ICorrofin, . 
Kinsale, . 
Kilrush, . 
Balliunsloe, . 
Ballycastle, 
Croom, 

Bonbridge, 

; Wexford, 
Iddeastle, 

I B aili ehorough, 
! Castle blaynev, 
[Balliuo, . ' . 
'Dunfanagliy, . 

I Antrim, . 
iEnnis, 
jMillstreet, 
j Ballycastle, . 

(Caherciveen, . 

; Cootehill, , 
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311 
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310 




_ 


335 




“ 


323 




_ 


323 


242- 

244 


}- 


321 


- 




307 


- 


_ 


330 


2S5 




320 


— 


— 


327 


- 


_ 


313 


69 


- 


323 


- 


_ 


338 . 


~ 


~ 


331 


— 


— 


313 


- 


_ 


307 


- I 


- 


311 


- ( 


— 


313 i 


247, 

248 


boti 


803 







References to 


Names 




... 


t- ! 


of 

Dupeksaa? 

District*. 


IT MOHS 

in which situate. 


■gss 

1=5 

H 


1 % -• 






p 


mw 



Delgany, . 
Derrylin, . 
Dervock, . 
Dingle, 

Dirraw, 

Dongh, 
Donaghndee, 
Douaghmore (and 
see Pointzpass), 
Donaghmoyne, 
Donegal, . 
Doneraile, . 
Doimybrook, 
Douglas, . 
Downpatrick, 
Draperstown, 
Dripsey, . 



Dromdaleagne, . 
Dromiakin, 
Dromore, . 



Rnthdown, . | 212 
Lisnnskea, . I ~_~ 
Ballymoney, . I . _ 
Dingle, . j _ j 
Ballymoney, . ! 49 50 
Antrim, . . : 

Newtown ards, 

No wry, . 
Currickmacross 
Donegal, . 

Mallow, . 

South Dublin, { I } 
Cork, . }'■ 203 * 

Downpatrick, . 
Magherafelt, . 

Cork, 

Drogheda, 



Tage 



Coulock). 



j “ 

1 69, 71 1 29S 



’ !73,74j - 



310 

367 

317 

333 
331 

334 
331 
325 
313 
337 

319 

312 
30!) 

316 
322 
327 

317 

313 
331 

335 
313 

336 
317 



Skibbereen, . 
. 'Dundalk, 

• jBanbridge, 

• Omagh, . 

• Cootehill, 

• 'Manorhamilton 
. [Ardee, 

. jBullyvaghan, . 

. iMauorhumilton. 
. [Longford, 

' Portumnn, 

> : C'astlederg, 

' Omagh, . 

• iCar-on-Shonnon 



244 - 

247 I - 



(see North City 
and South City), 



•undrum and \ 
Glencullen, j 
Dunfanagliy, 
Duugnnnon, 
Dunganstown, 

Dungarvan, 
Duugiven, . 
Dungloe, 
Duukineely, 
Dunluvin, . 
Duuleer, . 

Dunmore, . 
Dunmore, . 
Dunmuny, 
Dunnamanagh, . 
Durrow, 

Durr us and Kil- 
crohane, . 
Dysartmoon, 



[Drogheda, 
Dunshaughlin, 
Dundalk, . 



Page 
' 303 
! 321 
314 
330 
314 
313 

320 

310 

322 

31. 

335 

303 

333 

319 

321 
333 

335 

308 

319 

324 

317 

32 

30 



331 

I 307 
i 320 
i 323 
i 324 
i 327 



109, 
. 171 



}- 



| 308 
' 308 
i 303 



j 317 
i 323 
j 313 

341 
j 322 
317 
31 
! 313 



. Dunfanagliy, 
'Dungannon, 
'Rathdrum, 

• Dungarvan, . i 
IN. T. Limavadv, ' 
iGlenties, • 
j Donegal, . . 

j B&ltinglass, . • 

1 Ardee, . . j 



Glenn amaddy, i - | - 1 325 
il'uum, . .1-1-326 

! Lisburn, . . i 144 I - i 315 

.Strabane, . i - J - i 324 

Abbeyleix, . | - | - ! 309 

! Gantry, . 

New lioss, 



Easkey, 
Edenderry, 
Ederney, . 
Elphin, 

i Ely, . . 

1 Emlagh, . 



Dromore, Westi 
I Edenderry, 
Lowtherstown, 
Strokestown, , 
Enniskillen, . 

I Caherciveen, . 



i 333 
312 



I 3SO 
! 306 
; 321 
330 
320 
| 336 
[continued. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



378 



Index to Dispensary Districts. 



[AffiB, 



Names 

of 

DISPENSARY 

Districts. 


Unions 

in which situate. 


References to 


Namhb 

of 

Dispensary 

Districts. 


Unions 

In which situate. 


P3 


|3 

P.O 

J & 


fe 

i-l«: 
Si e 

OvS*! 

5 “ 


fie; 

0 

13 ri 

S-3 & 

S3 


35 fell 

u 

8 ip: 

p ■; 






I’ngcB 




1‘ngo 








Emly, 


Tipperary, 


itoU 




3*1 i 


Grey Abbey, 


Newtownards,. 




- 3a 


Exno, . 


Mounlmelick, 


— 


— 


310 


Gar teen, . 


Boyle, 


- 


- ■» 


Ennis, . 


Ennis, 


(10 




331 










Ennisoortliy, . 


Enniscorthy, . 


- 


- 


311 


Hackctstown {see 








Enniskillen, 


Enniskillen, . 


01) 


- 


320 


Coolkenuo). 








Ennistymon, 


Ennistymon, . 


- 


- 


331 


Homlford, . 


Tuain, 


- 


- 8 


Eyreconrt, 


Portunma, 


- 


- 


320 


Hillsborougb, . 


Lisburn, . j 


201 

202 




Fonnett, 


Milford, . 


_ 


_ 


318 


Hollymount, 


B allinrobe, . 


- 


- r 


Feakle, 


Soariff, 


- 


_ 


332 


Hollywood, 


Belfast, . 


233 


- [ij» 


Feenagh, . . 


Newcastle, 


- 


_ 


330 


Holm patrick, . 


Balrolliery, 


- 




Feeny, 


N.T.Liinavady, 


- 


_ 


322 


Holycross, 


i'liurles, . 


- 


- 


Fennagli and 










Holywell, . 


Enuisluilen, . 


- 


- !* 


My shall, 


Carlow, . 


- 


_ 


302 


Hospital, . 


Kilmullook, . 


Ill 


- 1 * 


Ferbane, , 


ParBonstown, . 


- 


_ 


300 


Iiowth (see 








Fermoy, 


Fermoy, . 


254 


- 


333 


Clontari‘1. 








Ferns 


EuniBOortliy, . 


- 


_ 


311 










Fothard, 


Cashel, . 


- 


_ 


330 


Incliigeelngb, . 


Maeroom, 


- 




Fethard, 


New Ross, 


_ 


_ 


312 


Inibliannuu, . 


Bandon . , 


- 


- |S8 


Finglas ancl 










Inistioge, . 


Tiiomastown, . 


- 


- |3Db 


Glasnevin, 


North Dublin, 


81-80 




303 


Inuiield, . 


Trim, 


- 


- : ju 


Finnea, 


Granard, . 


- • 


_ 


307 


lsltiudeudy, 


Westport, 


- 




Fintono, 


Omagh, . 


_ 


_ 


324 










Fin town, . 


Gleuties, . 


_ 




317 


Jamestown, 


Cnr-oD-SbaaaoD 


- 


- ® 


Fiveiniletown, . 


Cloghor, . 


- 


_ 


323 


Johnstown, 


Edenderry, . 


- 




Florencecourt, . 


Enniskillen, . 


- 


- 


320 


.1 ohnstown, 


Urlinglord, . 


" 


- ,» 



(see 



Fontstown, 
Forkhill, . 
Foxforrl, 
Fraukford, . 
Frenchpark, 
Freslifonl, - 

Golbally, . 

Gal go i'm, . 
Galway, . 
Gavrangibbon, 
Garristown, 
Gavvaglr, . 
Glanbehy, 
Glasuevin 
Finglas}. 
Glassan, 
Gla98lougli, 
Glennrm, . 

Glenavy, • 

Glencullen (see 
Daudnnn). 
Qlendermot, 
Glengarriff, 
Glenn am addy, 
Glenties, . 
Glenwhirry, 
Glynn ( see 
Taglimon). 
Golden, . 
Goleen, 

Gorey, 

Gort, . 

Gortdn, 

Gowran, . 
Graigue, . 
Granard, . • 
Grean, t 



Atliy, 

Newi-y, . 

|8wineford, 

Parsonatown, 

iCaatlerea, 

Kilkenny, 

jMitchelstown, ■ 



Ballymena, 
Galway, . 
Carriok-on-Suir,| 
Dunsliaughlin, 
Coleraine, 

Caller oiveen, . 



Atldono, . 
Monaghan, 
Larne, 
Lisburn, ■. 



Londonderry, . 
Bantry, . 
Gleumunnddy, 
Glentios, 
iBallymeua, | 



fe iar7 : 

Gorey, 

Gort, 

Gortin, . 

Kilkenny, 
Thom os town, 
Granard, . 
Tipperary, 



15:3 
151 
282- 
, 284 
<4(1,47,1 
50 -52, 



51,52! | _ 



341 
335 
311 
, 320 
| 324 

300 

305 

•307 

341 



Ivuntarlc, . 

Kendud, 

Kotujy, 

Kells, 

Kcunmro, . 
Kilbeggan, 

Tvilbrittain, 
Kiloatliorine, 
Kilcoclc, 
Kileockan, . 
Kilfooly, 
Kilorohiine (see 
D arras), 
KUcuUon, . 
ICildore (sec 
Newbridge). 
Kilderry, . 
Kildorrery, 
Kilfinuane, 
Kilgai’van, . 
Kilgobbun, 



Killceel, . 
Kilkelly, , 
Kilkenny, 

Kilkisben 

Killaan, 

Killala, 

Killamij 

Killanniv, 

Killarney, 

Killasliee, 

Killea, 

Killeagb, 

Killeen, 



Kftutuvlc, . ■[ 

Boyle, 
Armagh, . 
iKolls, 
IKenmare, 
Tuliamore, 

Bandon, . 
Castletown, 
CelbridgB, 
’Lismore, . 

■ Urlinglord, 



? L \» 

_ , . si: 

- i-i* 

- I - 

_ I . ‘M’ 

_ , - »■ 

_ i „ S3 
_ | „ .81 ' 

- i - I*! 

-l-i* 



Naas, 



Londonderry, 
Mitcholstown, 
Kilmallock, 
Kentnare, 
Tralee, . 
jKilrush, . 

Kilkeel, . 

,8 wine ford, 

Kilkenny, 

Tullfl* • 

Bolliuasloe, 
Killala, • 
Enniscorthy, 
lEnnis, » 
Killai-ney, 

iLobgford, 

Londonderry, 

lYb’dghal, - • 

iDiSwWjW 



1 202 I - i 



107.1 
! 108 , 



j , 113- . 

iim j 



% 

« 

SI 

Sfj 

®l 

, - l-i*l 

I 173- 
1 ISC' 

181 

182, r> 

9- 
an 
an 
ss 



- ift 



is 



[««*«* 
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Kiilenagh, . 
Killenaule, . 
Killeroran, . 
Killeshandra, 
Killeter (sec 
Castled erg). 
Killinoy, . 
Killorglin, . 
Killough, . 
Killougliy, . 
Killuean, . 

Killybegs, . 
Rillygordon, 
Killyleagh, . 
Killyon, 

Kihnacrenan and 
Milford, . 
Kilmnganny, 
Kilmakevoge, . 
Kilmallock, 
Kilmeage (see 
Holiertstown). 
Kilmibil, . 
Kilmood, . 
Kilmore, . 
Kilnaleok, . 
Kilpatrick, 

Kilrea, 

Kilrush, 
Kilsidlaglian, 
Kilshannig, 
Kilsheelau, 
Kilskeer, . 

Kiltamagli, 
Kiltegan, . 
Kiltiuan, . 
Kiltoom, . 
Kilworth, . 
Kingscourt, 
Kingstown, 
Kinlough, . 
Kinnittv, . 
Kinaale) , 



Knocknadona, . 

Knocktopher, . 
Lahasheeda, 
Laky, . 

Larne, 

Laurencetown , . 
Leighlinbridge, 
Leitrim, 

Letterkenny, , 



Unions 

in which situate. 



Gorey, 

Cashel, . 
Mount Bellew, 
Cavan, 



Rath down, 

[Killarney, 

Downpatrick, 

Tnllamore, 

Mullingar, 

Glenties, 

Stranorlar, 

Downpatrick, 

Parsonstown, 

Milford, . 
CaHan, 
Waterford 
Kilmallock, 



Kilrush, . 
Newtownards, . 
Monaghan, 
Cavan, 

Cashel, . 

. iBnllymoney, . 
. , Kilrush, . 

. iBiilrothery, 

. iMpllow, . 

. , Clonmel, 

. | Kells, 

. Swine ford 
. BaltingJass, 

» : Clonmel, . 

. jAthlone, . 

. IFermoy, . 

. jBailieboraugh 
. jRatlulown, | 
. ;Ballyshannon, 

. i Parsonstown, . 

, ; Kinsale, . 

Lisburn, . j 

Thomastown, j 



Killadysert, 
Donegal, . 



j Larne, 

Ballinasloe, 
[Carlow, . 
Car-on-Shannon, 
jLetterkenny, 



■^2ierick,City of, j Limerick, 
Ii«Wtar, . . jEnniskiUeu, 

. . Xisbuni, . j 

Uaniore. . , Jl.iemore. , 



Deferences to 


ifc 

1* 

|<T 

!§ 


'a ... 

|f- 

|S- 

jS* 0 


j£°! 

s -,'A 

'is* 

■ £« g 

it 


Page 


Page 


Page 


— 


— 


311 


— 


- 


339 


- 


- 


326 


“ 


- 


| 316 


200 




303 


— 


- 


337 


- 


- 


319 


- 


- 


306 


“ 


“ 


311 


__ 


_ 


317 


_ 


_ 


319 


245 


_ 


319 ! 


- 


- 


306 


_ 


_ 


318 


— 


_ 


305 


_ 


_ 


342 






333 




- 


331 


- 


_ 


320 


— 


_ 


323 


— 


_ 


317 


“ 




339 






311 


— 


_ 


331 


- 


_ 


302 


152 


_ 


335 


- 


_ 


340 


“ 


- 


30J 


_ 




329 


- 


_ 


313 


- 


_ 


310 


- 


_ 


310 


— 


_ 


333 


ISO 




316 


104- 
171 j 


}- : 


303 




- [ 


317 


- | 




306 


_ 




334 


141 






143 

273 


L ' 


335 


274 


j 




267 
2SS | 


i f 
j ~ i 


305 


- i 




331 


- 1 




317 


119 

265 | 


i- 1 


315 


— 




325 


- 


_ 


302 


_ 




327 


_ 


_ 


31ft 


122- 






134, 

270- 


- •! 


338 


273 


• 




100 


_ 


320 


m 


i : 




137 


r- ; 


315 


199 






- 


299 j 


342 



Dispensary 

Districts. 



Listowel . 
Littleton, . 
Londonderry, 
City of, 
Longford, . 
Loughlu icklan 
Loughgall, 
Longliglinn, 
Loughren, . 
Louishnrgli, 

Lonth. 
Lowpurk, . 
Lowtherstown, 
Lucan, . 

L organ, 
Lurgauhov, 
Lusk, . 

Mncroom, , 
Maghera, . 
Magherafelt, 
Mngniresbridge 
Malahide, . 

Mai in, 

Mallow, 

Mauorcnningba 

Manorhamilton 

Markethill, 

Marl field, . 
Maryborough, 
Mavnooth. . 
Meigh, . . 
Midleton, . 
Milford (.see Kil 
macrenan). 
Milford, . . 

Millstreet, . 
Milltown, 
Milltown, 



J 

! 

Uircoxs 

In which situate. 


J Deferences to 


ap 

I* 

£ & 
^<! 


-3 .. 

■ f-f- 
31 a 

U\ 

F 


li 

b e = 

JSS» 

'Ml 

1=4 

,3-5 


Lisnaskea, 


Pages 


j Page 


j fa*® 


[Listowel, . 


145 


( _ 




Thurles, . 




t - 


341 


Londonderrv, . 


147 


_ 


321 


Longford, 






307 


Banhridge, 


* - 




319 


Armagh, . 


_ 




315 


Castlerea, 


_ 


__ 


329 


Loughrea, 


_ 


298 


325 


Westport, 


- 


— 


329 


Dundalk, . 


198 


_ 


308 


Swineford, 








Lowtherstown, 






321 


Celbridge, 




_ 




Luvgan, . 


_ 


_ 




M anorhamilton , 


- 






Bolrothery, 




- 


302 


Macroom, 


077 


208 




Magherafelt, . 


281 




321 


Magherafelt, . 




_ 




Lisnaskea, 








Bolrothery, 


- 


- 


302 


Inishowen, 


_ 






Mallow, . 


280 


_ 




Letterkennv, . 




_ 




Manorhamilton, 


_ 






Armagh, . 


- 


- 


315 


Clonmel, . 


. 






Mountmeliek, . 




.. 




Celbridge, 


- | 


_ 


304 


Newrv, 


_ | 


297 | 


319 


Midleton, . | 


" I 




335 


Kanturk, . . | 


i 

- 1 


_ j 


334 



[Millstreet, 

jlvillamey, 

. Mullingar, 



Miltown Malbay, .Ennistymon, . 

. iMitchelstown,. 

. lAthlone, . 

. iMohill, , . 

. iLurgan, . 
[Killarney, 

. ;Monaglxan, 

, j Drogheda, . ; 

. jAthy, * . l 

. ’Magherafelt, . 

, ‘Mount Bellew, 

. ’Donegal, . 

. ’Mountmelick, . ■ 

. IN'ewry, . . ' 

. Mountmelick, . i 
[Seariff, . i 
. Inishowen, i 

’! 

. Kolia, . . 

, jThurles, . 

. -Londonderry, . 

. iNewry, . 



i - 



297 

[.continued. 
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[Aw. B. 



ITawb* 
of 

DiBFiwflAnv 

District*. 



in which situate. 



«■ !$;■ . ii, 
il |3 IbJ 

Hi! Ill 

l^ir -l 






Ifil 



MuUinalioue, 
Mullingar, 
Multyfarnknm 
Murragli, . 
Muvroe, • - | 

My ah all (see Fen- 
nagk). 

Naas aud Cavragli 
Nayan, 

Nenagh, . 
Newbridge 
Newbridge and 
Kildare, . 
Newcastle,, 
Newcastle,. 
Newmarket, 
Newmarket, 
Newport, . 
Newport, . 

New Ross, . 

No wry, 

Newtown, . 



Callan, . 
Mullingar, 
Mullingar, 
Han don, . 
Limerick, 



.Naas, 
Navan, 
Nenagli, . 
Ratlidrum, 

Naas, 
Newcastle, 
Ratlidrum, 
Ennis, 
'Kanturk, . 
Nenagh, . 
•Newport, . 
New Robs, 
•No wry, . 
Carlow, . 



207 

208 
155- 
157 



157- 

159 



Nawh* 

of 

DlSPICNSARV 

Districts. 



Queenstown, 
Quin, . 

Raforagh, . 
jj Italian, 

1 Ranrtulstown, 
llaplioe, 
llathangau, 



Unions 

in which situate. 



Cork, 
jTalla, . { 



lin.-j 



Newtownards, . Nowtownords, 

Newtownbwry, . j-Enniflcorthy, 
Nowtownhutler, | Clones, . . , 

Newtowugore, . Bawuboy, . ! 

N.-T.-Limavady, jN.-T -Limavady, 
Newtown Stowart Strabane, 
Nobbor, . . I Kells, 

North, . . jDuumanway 

North City, . North Dublin, 

North District, . Kilmacthorons, 

Oldcastle, . . Oldcastle, 

Old Ross, . .New Ross, 
Omagh, . . Omagh, . 

Oranmoro, . Galway, . 
Oughlerard, . Oughterard, 
Ouiart, . . EnniBCorthy, 

Painestown, 

Pallaskenry, 

Palmerstown, . 

Parsonstown, . 

Pettigoe, . 

Pliilipstown, . 

Plumb Bridge, . 

Pointzpass ( and , 
see Donaghmore), Ne wry 
Pomeroy, 



: i : 

- I yii7 



, 80, 
|89-l/l 
00, 
m 



Rathcoole, . 
Ratlicormack, 
Ratbdowney, . 
Ratlidrum, 
Itathfamham, . 

Rathfriland, . 
Ruthgormuck, . 
Ratlikeale, 
Ruthmelton, 
Railnnichael ( sec 
Bray). 
Rathmines, 
oi- . Rullun ore, 

Oil) 9 Ltntlimullan, 

002 | Uatlivilly, . 
Jiatoatli, 

Ravens dale, 






!:‘sl 



iflsjU 



Pap 1 



CarrickmacrossJ - 
Mallow, . 

Antrim, . 
Strabane,. 
Edenderry, 



220 



\\h I 

m 

333 



902 



Rhode, 

Rich Hill, . 
Uinvylo, 

. Riverstown, 
D Riverstown, 



- 341 



Nay an, . 
ltathkoale, 
South Dublin, 
Parsonstown, 
Donegal, . 
Tullamore, 
Gortin, . 



Portadown, 

Portaferry, 

Portglanone, 

• Portlaw, 
Portroe, . 
Portumna, . 
Powersoourt, 



Cookatown, 

Lurgan, . , 

Downpatrick,. . 

Ballymena, | 
Carrick-on-Suir 
Nenagh, . 
Portumna, 
Rathdown, 



173-| 

175 



. 149 , 
177-81 

146.48. 

52' 



207 



300 

i!12 

321 

325 

320 
311 

300 

339 

303 

300 

317 

300 

321 

319 

330 

315 

319 

314 

339 

340 
326 
303 



Roadford, . • 

UoLorlstown and 
Kilmeage, 
Roosky, 
Roscommon, 
Roserea, ■ 
Uosguill, . 

ItosHcarbery, 
lloBslofl, 
RoHtrevor, . 
Roundstone, 
Rowan, 

Rower, the, 
lluan, . 
ltyun, 

Sointfield, • 

St. Maiy’s, 

St. Mary’s, 
fit. Mullins, 
Scotstown, 

S crab by, . 



ICelbridge, 
JFermoy, . 
iDonaglimore, . 
Rathdrum, 
South Dublin, | 
Newry, . 

Carrick-on-Suir, 
Rathkeole, 
Milford, . y 

South Dublin, 
Naas, 

Milford. . 
Baltinglasfl, _ . 
•.Duusliaughlin 
I Dundalk, 

Edenderry* 

Armagh, , 
Clifden, . 

Parsonstown, 

Sligo, 

Ennistymon, 

Naas, 

StrokeBtown, 
Roscommon, 
Roficrea, . 
Milford, ♦ 

Clonakilty, 
'Olones, . 
Rilke el, • 
IClifden, . 
MohiU, . 

jNew Ross, 
Corrofin, . 

[MohiU, • 



254 



Seskinan, . 
Slianagolaen, 
Shercook, . 
Sliinrone, . 
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